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The  Hiftorical  Society  holds  not  itfelf  "refponfibie  for 
every  thing,"  which  appears  in  its  Collections.  If 
any  reprefentation  is  not  fupported  by  good  authorities, 
it  is  open  to  temperate  difcuffion.  Perfonal  fatire  is 
here  inadmiffible.  It  is  requifite  that  he,  who  combats 
any  real  or  fuppofed  error,  give  his  reafons,  or  authori- 
ties, difpaifionately  ;  and  thus  prove  that  he  is  contend- 
ing, not  for  victory,  but  for  truth.  This  is  the  only 
becoming  conteft  in  the  republic  of  letters. 

Quid  verum  atque  decens  euro  et  rcgo,  et  omnis  in  hoc  Aim. 

The  anonymous  writer  of  the  following  article  will, 
hence,  perceive  why  fome  of  his  remarks  are  fuppref- 
fed. 

*  Remarks  on  "A  History  of  Salem.'* 

1  HE  learning,  the  refpeclability,  the  known  merits  of 
the  Hiftorical  Society,  awe  an  individual,  and  command 
refpecl  to  what  is  publifhed  under  their  fanclion.  Yet  as 
it  may  be  doubtful  whether  they  feel  refponiible  for  every 
thing,  which  particular  members,  or  correfpondents,  may 
communicate,  it  becomes  a  duty  to  point  out "  any  excep- 
tionable paffages  in  their  publications.  If  this  be  not 
done,  the  weight  of  their  influence  may  tend  to  give  au- 
thority to  error,  and  pervert  public  opinion. 

This,  we  hope,  will  apologize  for  a  few  remarks  on  "  A 
Hiftory  of  Salem,"  publifhed  by  the  Hiftorical  Society. 

Palling  over  feveral  other  things,  the  character  given  of 
Mr.  Roger  Williams  particularly  provokes  examination. 
The  portrait  of  him,  drawn  in  this  hiftory,  is  fo  unlike 
that,  left  by  his  cotemporaries  and  acquaintance,  that  were 
it  not  for  the  name^  no  mortal  would  imagine  it  defigned 
for  the  fame  perfon.  If  the  learned  hiftorian  have  any  au- 
thorities for  what  he  aflerts,  it  would  have  been  kind  in 
him,  and  fatisfactory  to  his  readers,  had  he  admitted  them 
to  fee  the  new  difcovery  for  themfelves.  No  authority  is 
quoted.  But  in  page  246  he  fays,  though  "  Mr.  Williams 
blamed  the  adminiftration,  he  did  not  ofpofe  it"    In  the 

fame 
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fame  page  he  fays,  he  "  could  be  perfuaded,  but  not  com. 
pelled,  to  renounce  his  opinions."  In  page  249  he  fays, 
that,  "  In  Salem  every  perfon  loved  Mr.  Williams  ;  that 
he  had  no  perfonal  enemies  under  any  pretence."  In  page 
245  he  fays,  that  Mr.  Williams,  "  throughout  all  his  life, 
fupported  a  high  place  in  their  affections,  as  a  truly  godly 
man."  Again  he  fays,  that  "  kind  treatment  could  win 
him  5  that  he  always  had  addrefs  enough,  with  his  firm- 
nefs,  never  to  be  forfaken  by  the  friends  he  had  ever  gain- 
ed ;  that  he  breathed  the  pureft  devotion." 

Wc  will  make  no  reflections,  but  appeal  to  feveral  wri- 
ters, who  lived  nearer  the  fcene  of  action  ;  fome  of  whom 
faw  this  comet  blazing  in  his  eccentric  orb.  One  of  them, 
Morton,  informs  us  that  "  Williams  refufed  the  oath  of 
fidelity  himfelf,  and  taught  others  fo  to  do  :  that  he  alfo 
fpake  dangerous  words  againft  the  patent,  which  was  the 
foundation  of  the  government." 

Mather  tells  us,  that  this  "  hot-headed  man  publicly  and 
furioujly  preached  againft  the  patent  y'  that  "  he  violently 
withftood  the  oath  of  fidelity."  I  might  quote  from  Gov- 
ernor  Winthrop,  Hutchinfon,  and  Hubbard,  to  prove  the 
fame  fact.  Was  not  here  oppofition  to  the  adminiftration, 
as  powerful  as  he  could  make  ? 

Equally  violent  was  his  oppofition  to  church  adminiftra- 
tion. Morton  fays,  that  "  he  procured  the  church  of  Sa- 
lem's confent  unto  letters  of  admonition,  which  were  writ- 
ten and  fent  by  him  in  their  name  to  the  churches  of 
Bofton,  Charleftown,  and  Newtown."  What  Pontiff  at 
Rome  would  have  done  more  ? 

The  fame  author  informs  us  that  Williams,  "  growing 
more  violent,  immured  in  his  own  houfe,  fent  a  letter  to 
his  church,  which  was  read  in  public,  threatening  that  if 
they  would  not  feparate  not  only  from  the  churches  of 
Old  England,  but  from  the  churches  of  New-England  too, 
he  would  feparate  from  them."  The  church  did  not  com- 
ply with  fuch  a  mad  propofal,  and  therefore  he  did  fepa- 
rate from  theni)  and  fet  up  a  meeting  in  "  his  own  houfe, 
to  which  divers  of  the  weaker  fort  repaired."  Thus  was 
lie  forfaken  ;  yet  the  prefent  hiftorian  afferts,  "  that  he  al- 
ways had  addrefs  enough — never  to  be  forfaken  by  the 
friends,  he  had  ever  gained."  He  alfo  afferts  that  "  In  Sa- 
lem 
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lem  every  perfon  loved  him."  Stubborn  facls  repel  thefe 
affertions,  and  other  writers  contradict  them. 

The  fame  remark  will  apply,  when  he  fays  that  Williams 
*c  could  be  perfuaded,  and  that  kind  treatment  could  win 
him."  Governor  Hutchinfon  fays,  that  "  endeavours  were 
ufed  to  reclaim  him,  but  to  no  purpofe"  Mather  fays,  that 
"  before  the  court  proceeded  to  oanifh  this  incendiary, 
they  advifed  with  the  pallors  of  the  neighbouring  church- 
es," "  whg  requejied  that  they  would  forbear  profecuting 
him  till  they  and  their  churches  had  in  a  church  way  en- 
deavoured his  conviction  and  repentance."  Their  propo- 
fal  was  allowed.  "  The  church  of  Bolton,  and  feveral 
other  churches,  took  the  beft  pains  they  could,  and  though 
they  brought  the  church  of  Salem  to  join  with  them,  the 
effect  on  Williams  was,  that  he  renounced  them  all  as  no 
churches."  And  though  the  church  of  Salem  gave  him 
up,  and  joined  with  thofe,  who  admonifhed  him  ;  yet 
this  writer  fays,  that  6C  every  perfon  loved  him,  and  that 
he  had  addrefs  enough  never  to  be  forfaken  by  the  friends 
he  had  ever  gained." 

With  equal  propriety  he  fays,  Williams  "  breathed  the 
pureft  devotion."  As  he  has  not  produced  any  fample  of 
his  devotion,  the  tafk  is  ours.  Writers,  who  had  at  leaft 
as  good  opportunities  as  this  hiftorian,  fay,  that  after  he 
feparated  from  his  people,  "  he  never  more  came  to  the 
church  affembly  ;  he  withdrew  all  private  religious  com- 
munion from  any,  who  held  communion  with  them"  ; 
"  he  would  not  pray  with  his  own  wife  and  family,  nor 
afk  a  bleffing  at  meals  with  them,  becaufe  they  went  to 
the  church  affemblies." 

Finally,  after  his  banifhment  as  a  peft  of  fociety,  "  he 
turned  Anabaptift,  (fays  Morton)  then  told  his  deluded 
followers,  he  was  out  of  the  way  himfelf,  and  had  milled 
them,  for  he  did  not  find  that  there  was  any  upon  earth  that 
could  adminifter  baptifm,  and  therefore  their  laft  baptifm 
was  a  nullity  as  well  as  their  firft,  and  therefore  they  muft 
lay  down  all,  and  wait  for  the  coming  of  new  apoftles  ;  fo 
they  diflblved  thernfelves." 
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forfan  et  haec  olim  meminifTe  juvatnt.  Virgil. 


A   topographical  Defcription  of  Cambridge* 

CAMBRIDGE  is  a  ihire  town,  in  the  county  of  Mid- 
dlefex.  It  lies  in  42  °.  23'.  north  latitude,  and  71  °. 
weft  longitude  from  London.  It  is  bounded  on  the  north- 
eaft  by  Charleftown  ;  on  the  north-weft  by  Lexington  ; 
on  the  weft  by  Watertown  ;  on  the  fouth^weft  by  New- 
ton ;  on  the  fouth  by  Brooldine,  and  on  the  fouth-eaft 
and  eaft  by  Cambridge  bay  to  Charleftown  line. 

It  is  about  three  miles  diftant  from  Bofton,  on  a  right 
line  ;  eight  miles,  as  meafured  on  the  road  leading  through 
Brookline  and  Roxbury  ;  about  four  miles  and  a  half 
through  Charleftown  ;  and  three  miles,  one  quarter,  and 
lixty  rods  from  the  old  ftate-houfe,  by  the  way  of  Weft- 
Bofton  bridge. 

The  foil  is  various.     In  the  fouth-weft  part  of  the  town, 

within  a  mile  of  Charles  river,  the  land  is  hilly,  and  abounds 

in  fprings.     The  foil  is  loamy,  and  natural  to  grafs.     In 

the 

*  For  this  Defcription,  I  am  principally  indebted  to  my  wqrthy 
friend,  and  refpeclable  pariftioner,  Caleb  Gannett,  Efquire.. 
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The  Hijlory  cf  Cambridge. 

the  north-weft  part  of  the  town,  the  land  is  hilly,  and  fim- 
ilar  to  that  in  the  fouth-weft  part.  The  hills,  in  each  part, 
afford  large  quantities  of  ftone  for  mafon's  work.  From 
the  foot  of  the  hills  on  the  fouth  fide  of  Charles-river,  ex- 
cepting a  quantity  of  marfh  of  about  300  acres  on  each 
fide,  the  foil  is  moftly  light,  and  intermixed  with  loam, 
lying  upon  a  ftratum  of  clay,  at  the  depth  of  fifteen  or 
twenty  feet,  though  at  fome  places  it  runs  to  or  near  the 
furface.  The  foil  is  the  fame  through  the  firft  parifh,  and 
Menotomy  plains.  On  the  fides  of  the  rivulet,  which  di- 
vides the  firft  and  fecond  parifhes,  there  is  a  large  quantity 
of  meadow  land,  producing  but  little  grafs,  and  of  an  in- 
ferior quality.  This  meadow,  however,  abounds  with 
peat,  which  is  ufed  by  the  poorer  inhabitants  for  fuel. 

The  original  growth  of  the  land  was  oak,  walnut,  and 
pine.  The  orchards,  planted  by  the  firft  fettlers,  fiouriihed 
greatly.  The  few  ancient  trees  now  remaining,  being  of 
a  much  larger  fize  than  any  planted  within  half  a  century, 
denote  vegetation  to  have  been  much  more  vigorous  in 
former  than  in  later  years.  From  this  caufe,  the  quantity 
of  fruit  is  greatly  diminifhed. 

The  plains,  though  not  fruitful  in  grafs,  are  well  adapted 
to  the  raifhig  of  Indian  corn,  winter  rye,  and  the  common 
efculent  vegetables. 

From  the  hilly  and  diverhfied  furface  of  feveral  parts, 
and  the  pafiage  of  Charles  river  through  the  middle,  of 
the  town,  it  might  be  fuppofed  that  the  air  is  very  pure. 
Experience  confirms  the  fuppohtion.  Many  of  the  inhab- 
itants have  attained  great  longevity  ;  and  invalids,  from 
•  towns,  have  realized  the  beneficial  effects  of  a  falu- 
brious  air  from  a  temporary  refidence  in  the  town.  Per- 
fons  afflicted  with  chronic  diforders  have  alfo  received  ad- 
ditional advantages,  and  fometimes  effectual  relief,  by  the 
ufe  or"  the  waters  in  a  chalybeate  fpring  in  the  fouth-weft 
p.irifh. 

The  largcft  river  in  Cambridge  is  Charles  river,  which 
ia  navigable  to  the  bridge  leading  to  Brookline,  for  veffels 
of  ninety  tons,  and  for  lighters  to  Watertown. 

Three  ponds  head  a  rivulet,  which  divides  the  firft  and 
fecond  parifhes,  and  which  empties  itfelf  into  Myitic  river. 
The  fifli,  ufually  to  be  found  in  frefh  rivers  and  ponds, 

mav 
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may,  in  their  feafon,  be  caught  in  thefe  waters.  Ancient- 
ly, the  alewife  fifhery  was  of  conftderable  value,  Exclu- 
sive of  the  purpofe  of  exportation,  the  fifh  were  ufed  as 
manure  for  the  land.*  This  fifhery  is,  at  prefent,  of  little 
confequence. 

In  the  north-weft  pariih,  in  Cambridge,  on  a  fmall  brook, 
which  originates  in  Lexington,  and  empties  itfelf  into 
Myftic  river,  there  are  one  faw  mill,  and  three  grift  mills. 
Perfons,  tranfporting  their  grain  from  the  north-weft  part 
of  the  ftate  to  Bofton,  might  avail  themfelves  of  thefe  mills, 
with  convenience,  to  convert  it  into  meal ;  and  thus  ren- 
der it  more  faleable  in  the  market. 

In  the  fame  pariih,  there  is  a  card  manufactory  which 
does  great  honour  to  American  ingenuity.  The  machine, 
ufed  in  this  manufactory,  by  a  fimple  operation,  bends, 
cuts,  and  fticks  the  card  teeth.  It  was  invented  in  the 
fpring  of  1797,  by  Amos  Whittemore,  of  Cambridge  ;  and, 
on  the  firft  of  September,  1799,  William  Whittemore  and 
company  commenced  bufinefs.  Twenty-three  machines, 
now  in  operation,  ftick  two  hundred  dozen  pairs  of  cards,, 
on  an  average,  every  week.  Forty  perfons,  male  and  fe- 
male, employed  in  this  manufactory,  complete  the  above- 
mentioned  number,  weekly,  for  fale.  The  building,  in 
which  the  whole  work  is  done,  is  46  feet  fquare  ;  and  the 
average  price  of  'the  cards  is  7  dollars  per  dozen  pairs. 

About  fifty  rods  below  the  bridge  leading  to  Brookline^ 
there  is  a  very  commodious  wharf,  owned  by  William 
Winthrop,  Efquire,  at  which  great  quantities  of  wood 
and  lumber  are  annually  unladen,  to  the  great  convenience 
of  the  mechanical  interefts,  and  to  the  general  accommoda- 
tion of  the  town.  The  breadth  of  Charles  river  here,  is 
twenty-two  rods. 

Weft-Bofton  bridge,  connecting  Cambridge  with  Bofton, 

is  a  magnificent  ftructure.     It  was  erected  at  the  expenfe 

of  a  company  incorporated  for  that  purpofe  -7  and  coft 

' 76,700 

*  This  fmgular  fpecies  of  manure  appears  to  have  been  much  ufed 
in  the  infancy  of  the  country.  An  early  writer,  in  reference  to  the  firft 
fettlers  of  Concord,  obferves  :  "  The  Lord  is  pleafed  to  provide  for 
them  great  {lore  of  fifh  in  the  fpring  time,  and  efpecially  alewives, 
about  the  bignefs  of  a  herring  :  many  thoufands  of  thefe  they  ufed  to 
put  under  their  Indian  corne."  Wonder-working  Providence  of  Siotfs 
Saviour  in  New-England. 
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76,700  dollars.  The  caufeway,  on  the  Cambridge  fide, 
was  begun  July  15,  1792  ;  the  wood  work,  April  8,  1793. 
The  bridge  was  opened  for  paffengers,  November  23,  1793, 
feven  months  and  an  half  from  the  time  of  laying  the  firft 
pier.  It  is  very  handfomely  conftrucled  ;  and,  when 
lighted  by  its  two  rows  of  lamps,  extending  a  mile  and  a 
quarter,  prefents  a  vifta,  which  has  a  fine  effect. 

It  ftands  on   180  piers,  and  is        -  3483  feet  long* 

Bridge  over  the  gore,  14  do.     -         -      275  do. 

Abutment,  Bofton  fide,       -        -        -.      87^ 

Caufeway      -         -         -         -         -         3344 

Diftance  from  the  end  of  the  caufeway 

to  the  firft  church  in  Cambridge     -     7810 

Width  of  the  bridge  40 

It  is  railed  on  each  fide,  for  foot-paffengers.  The  fides  of 
the  caufeway  are  ftoned,  capftand,  and  railed  ;  and  on  each 
fide  there  is  a  canal,  about  30  feet  wide.  A  toll  is  granted 
to  the  proprietors  for  70  years. 

The  diftance  from  the  firft  church  in  Cambridge  to  the 
old  ftate-houfe  in  Bofton,  over  this  bridge,  is  three  miles, 
one  quarter,  and  fixty  rods  ;  and  to  the  new  ftate-houfe 
about  three  miles. 

The  erection  of  this  bridge  has  had  a  very  perceivable 
influence  on  the  trade  of  Cambridge,  which,  formerly,  was 
very  inconfiderable.  By  bringing  the  travel  from  the 
weftward  and  northward  through  the  centre  of  the  town, 
it  has  greatly  invigorated  bufinefs  there.  It,  at  the  fame 
time,  has  given  rife  to  a  thriving  trade  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  bridge,  where  feveral  houfes  and  ftores  have  already 
been  built,  and  where  a  rapid  progrefs  of  trade  and  com- 
merce may  rationally  be  expected.  The  land,  on  each  fide 
of  the  road  to  Bofton,  from  the  farm  formerly  Inmairs 
(lately  Mr.  Jarvis's)  to  the  bridge,  is  divided  into  fmall 
lots,  accommodated  to  the  purpofe  of  houfes  and  ftores  ; 
and  has  recently  been  fold.*  This  fale  will,  probably,  be 
introductory  to  a  compact  and  populous  fettlement. 

There  are  five  edifices  for  public  worfhip  in  the  town  : 
within  the  limits  of  the  firft  parifh,  a  Congregational  and 
an  Epifcopal  church  ;  in  the  fecond  parifh,  a  Congrega- 
tional and  a  Baptift  church  \  and  in  the  third,  a  Congrega- 
tional church. 

♦January,  1801.  There 
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There  are  five  College  edifices  belonging  to  Harvard 
Univerfity:  1.  Harvard  Hall,  (Handing  on  the  fcite  of 
old  Harvard,  which  was  burnt  in  1764)  containing  a 
chapel,  and  dining  hall,  the  library,  and  mufeum,  a  philos- 
ophy chamber,  and  an  apartment  for  the  philofophical  ap- 
paratus ;  built  in  1765  : 

2.  Maffachufetts  Hall,  of  4  ftories,  containing  32  rooms, 
and  64  ftudies  ;  built  in  1720  : 

3.  Hollis  Hall,  of  4  ftories,  containing  32  rooms,  and 
64  ftudies  ;  built  in  1763  : 

4.  Holden  Chapel,  lately  converted  into  lecturing  and 
reciting  rooms,  for  the  life  of  the  profeffors  and  tutors ; 
built  in  1745.     Thefe  4  buildings  are  of  brick. 

5.  College  Houfe,  a  wooden  building,  of  3  ftories,  con- 
taining 1 2  rooms  with  ftudies.  This  building  ftands  with- 
out the  college  yard,  having  been  originally  built,  about 
1770,  for  a  private  dwelling-houfe,  and  purchafed,  about 
two  years  afterward,  by  the  Corpc"  nation  of  Harvard  Col- 
lege. 

Stoaghton  Hall,  which  ftood  nearly  on  a  line  with  Hollis, 
on  the  fouth,  was  a  brick  building,  built  in  1698,  and 
taken  down  in  1781.  An  extenfive  and  beautiful  com- 
mon fpreads  to  the  north-weft  of  the  colleges,  and  adds 
much  to  the  pleafantnefs  of  this  central  part  of  the  town. 

A  few  rods  to  the  fouth-weft  of  the  firft  church,  ftands 
a  county  court-houfe,  where  the  judicial  courts  are  holden, 
and  the  public  buiinefs  of  the  town  is  tranfacled.  At  the 
fouth-weft  corner  of  Market  Square,  is  the  jail,  an  ancient 
wooden  building,  not  much  ufed,  for  the  confinement  of 
criminals,  fince  the  erection  of  a  ftone  jail  at  Concord, 
(the  other  fhire  town  of  Middlefex)  in  1789. 

A  little  to  the  weftward  of  the  Epifcopal  church  is  the 
grammar  fchool-houfe  ;  where  a  town  fchool  is  kept 
through  the  year.  Befides  this,  there  are  fix  fchool  houies 
in  the  town  ;  two  in  each  of  the  three  pariihes. 

During '  this  fummer,  a  bath  was  erected  at  brick- 
wharf,  principally  for  the  benefit  of  the  ftudents  of  the 
Univerfity.  It  was  made  under  the  fuperintendance 
of  Thomas  Brattle,  Efquire,  and  happily  unites  ornament 
with  utility. 

The  gardens  of  Thomas  Brattle,  Efquire,  are  univerfally 

admired, 
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admired,  for  the  juftnefs  of  their  defign,  and  for  the  rich- 
nefs,  variety,  and  perfection,  of  their  productions.  In  no 
part  of  New-England,  probably,  is  horticulture  carried  to 
higher  perfection  than  within  his  inclofure.  A  mall,  ad- 
joining his  grounds,  made  in  1792,  and  fhaded  by  hand- 
ibme  rows  of  trees,  is  a  work  of  neatnefs  and  tafte  >  and 
is,  at  once,  convenient  and  ornamental  to  the  town. 

On  the  road  leading  to  Watertown,  there  are  feveral 
elegant  feats,  which  attract  the  notice,  and  delight  the  eye, 
of  the  traveller.  One  of  thefe  feats,  now  owned  by  Mr. 
Andrew  Craigie,  was  the  place  of  General  Washington's 
refidence,  while  he  was  with  the  American  army  at  Cam- 
bridge. 

It  is  generally  conceded,  that  this  town  eminently  com- 
bines the  tranquillity  of  philofophic  folitude,  with  the 
choiceft  pleafures  and  advantages  of  refined  fociety. 

The  Firft  Parifh  in  ;0">2mbridge  contains 
The  Second     ------ 

The  Third 

In  October,    1798,  the  number  of  dwelling- 
Firft  Parifh,  and  within  the  town,  was 
In  the  Second     - 
In  the  Third 

Total  houfes  in  Cambridge,         301 

The  prefent  number  of  inhabitants  in  Cambridge  is  2445 
In   1790,  the  number  was       -  -         -         -         21 15 

Increafc  in,  10  years         -         -         330 

The  Hifiory  of  Cambridge. 

THE  fettlement  of  Cambridge  commenced  in  1631.  It 
was  the  original  intention  of  the  fettlers  to  make  it  the 
11K  tropolis  of  the  Province  of  Mafiachufetts.  Governor 
Winthrop,  Deputy-Governor  Dudley,  and  the  Ailiftants, 
having  examined  the  territory  lying  contiguous  to  the  new 
fettkments,  upon  view  of  this  fpot,  "  all  agreed  it  a  fit 
place  for  a  beautiful  town,  and  took  time  to  confider  fur- 
ther 
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ther  about  it."*  On  the  29th  of  December,  1630,  "  after 
many  confutations  about  a  fit  place  to  build  a  town  for 
the  feat  of  government,  they  agree  on  a  place  N.  W.  fide  of 
Charles  river,  about  three  miles  W.  from  Charleftown  ; 
and  all,  except  Mr.  Endicot  and  Sharp  (the  former  living 
at  Salem,  and  the  latter  purpofmg  to  return  to  England) 
oblige  themfelves  to  build  houfes  there  the  following  fpring, 
and  remove  their  ordnance  and  munition  thither,  and  firit 
call  the  place  Newtown."!  The  town  was  laid  out  in 
fquares,  the  flreets  interfering  each  other  at  right  angles. 
One  fquare  was  referved  for  the  purpofe  of  a  market  ;  and 
remains  open,  to  this  day,  ftill  retaining  the  name  of  Mar- 
ket Place.\  The  ftreet,  leading  by  the  Town  Spring  to  the 
fouthward,  was  called  Creek  Street.  The  ftreet,  parallel  to 
tnis,  leading  from  the  College  to  the  Caufeway,  Wood  Street. 
The  ftreet,  parallel  to  this,  leading  from  the  Firft  Church 
to  Marfh  Lane,  Water  Street.  The  ftreet  eaftward,  and 
parallel  to  this,  leading  from  Braintree  Street  to  Marfh 
Lane,  Crooked  Street ,  or  Lane.%  The  ftreet,  from  the  Par- 
fonage  to  Wood  Street,  Braintree  Street.  The  ftreet  fouth- 
ward, and  parallel  to  this,  running  from  the  Town  Spring 
to  Crooked  Lane,  Spring  Street.  The  ftreet,  parallel  to  this, 
and  farther  fouth,  running  from  Creek  Street  to  Crooked 
Lane,  Long  Street.  South  of  this  a  lane  on  the  margin  of 
the  marfh,  called  Marfh  Lane.  A  lane  leading  from  Crook- 
ed Street  or  Lane  into  the  Neck,  called  Back  Lane.  Back 
Lane  was  narrow  and  crooked,  and  is  now  difcontinued 
and  inclofed  ;  and,  in  its  ftead,  a  new  ftreet,  45  feet  wide, 
and  ftraight,  has  been  laid  out  a  few  rods  to  the  fouthward 
of  that  lane. 

According  to  agreement,  the  Deputy-Governor,  Secre- 
tary Bradftreet,  and  other  principal  gentlemen,  in  the 
fpring  of  1 63 1 ,  commenced  the  execution  of  the  plan,  with 

a  view 

*  Gov.  Winthrop's  Journal,  printed  at  Hartford,  in  1790. 

f  Prince's  Chronology,  vol.  II.  8.  Three  numbers  only  of  a  fecond 
volume  of  this  Chronology  were  ever  published. 

X  ■for  the  original  names  of  the  flreets  of  Cambridge,  I  am  indebted 
to  William  Winthrop,  Efquire,  (adefcendant  of  Governor  Winthrop) 
who,  in  fome  other  particulars,  has  obligingly  contributed  to  the  cor- 
reclnefs  of  this  hiftory. 

§  This  ftreet  was  ftraightened  the  prefent  year. 
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a  view  to  its  fpeedy  completion.  The  Governor  fet  up  the 
frame  of  a  houfe  where  he  firft  pitched  his  tent  ;  and  the 
Deputy-Governor  finifhed  his  houfe,*  and  removed  his 
family.  On  fome  confiderations,  however,  "  which  at  firft 
came  not  into  their  minds,"  the  Governor,  in  the  enfuing 
autumn,  took  down  his  frame,  and  removed  it  into  Bofton, 
with  the  intention  of  making  that  the  place  of  his  future 
abode  j  greatly  to  the  difappointment  of  the  reft  of  the 
company,  who  were  ftill  refolved  to  build  at  Newtown. 
Having  promifed  the  people  of  Bofton,  when  they  firft  fat 
down  with  him  there,  that  he  would  not  remove,  unlefs 
they  fhould  accompany  him  ;  they  now  petitioned  him, 
"  under  all  their  hands,"  that,  according  to  his  promife,  he 
would  not  leave  them.  About  this  time,  alfo,  Chicketaw- 
bu,  the  Chief  of  the  Indians  in  the  neighbourhood  of  New- 
town, vifited  the  Governor  with  high  profefllons  of  friend- 
fhip  ;  which  rendered  him  lefs  apprehenfive  of  danger  from 
the  Indians,  and  lefs  folicitous  for  a  fortified  town;  To- 
gether with  thefe  confiderations,  to  influence  the  Governor 
to  this  new  refolution,  Bofton  was  now  "  like  to  be  the 
place  of  chiefeft  commerce."! 

Various  orders  of  the  Court  of  Afliftants  fhew,  however, 
that  Newtown,  ftill  defigned  for  the  metropolis,  was  taken 
under  legiftative  patronage.  Oh  the  1 4th  of  June,  1 63 1 ,  the 
Court,  In  confideration  of  "  Mr.  John  Matters'  having  un- 
dertaken to  make  a  paffage  from  Charles  river  to  the  New 
Town,  12  feet  broad,  and  7  deep,  promifes  him  fatisfac- 
tion."  On  the  5th  of  July,  the  Court  ordered,  "  that 
there  be  levied  out  of  the  feveral  plantations  £.30,  for 
making  the  Creek  from  Charles  river  to  Newtown."J  In 
the  courfe  of  the  fame  year,  a  thatched  houfe,  in  Bofton, 
taking  fire  from  the  chimney,  and  becoming  burnt  down  ; 
"  for  prevention  whereof,"  obferves  the  Deputy-Governor, 
"  in  our  New  Town,  intended  to  be  built  this  fummer,  we 

have 

*  It  flood  on  the  weft  fide  of  Water  Street,  near  its  fouthern  termi- 
nation at  Marlh  Lane. 

f  Belknap's  American  Biography,  II.  339.  Hubbard's  MS.  Hift. 
of  N.  ling. 

J  Prince,  II.  30,  31.  This  creek,  or  paflage,  which  is  ftill  open,  ex- 
tends from  the  river,  in  a  northerly  direction,  to  the  upland  on  the  well 
fide  of  Water  Street,  where  it  is  interfered  by  Marlh  Lane. 


The  Hi/lory  of  Cambridge.  g 

have  ordered,  that  no  man  there  fhall  build  his  chimney  with 
wood,  nor  cover  his  houfe  with  thatch."*  On  the  3d  of 
February,  1632,  the  Court  ordered,  "  that  £.60  be  levied 
out  of  the  feveral  plantations,  towards  making  a  palifado 
about  the  New  Town."t 

An  hiftorian,  who  was  in  New-England,  at  this  time^  and 
who  left  it  the  year  following,  obferves  :  u  Newtown  was 
firft  intended  for  a  city,  but,  upon  more  ferious  confidera- 
tions,  it  was  thought  not  fo  fit,  being  too  far  from  the 
fea  ;  being  the  greateft  inconvenience  it  hath.  This  is  one 
of  the  neateft  and  belt  compacted  towns  in  New-England, 
having  many  fair  ftructures,  with  many  handfome  contrived 
ftreets.     The  inhabitants  moll  of  them  are  very  rich." \ 

In  fome  of  the  firft  years,  the  annual  eledion  of  the  Gov- 
ernor and  Magiftrates  of  the  Colony  was  holden  in  this 
town.  The  people,  on  thefe  occaiions,  affembled  under  an 
oak  tree,  which  long  remained  a  venerable  monument  of 

the 

*  Prince*  II.  23. 

f  Prince,  II.  57.  This  fortification  was  actually  made  ;  and  the 
fone,  which  was  then  dug  around  the  town,  is,  in  fome  places,  vifible,  to 
this  day.  It  commenced  at  Brick  Wharf,  (originally  called  Windmill 
Kill)  and  rart  along  the  northern  fide  of  the  prefent  Common  in  Cam- 
bridge, and  through  what  was  then  a  thicket,  but  now  conftitutes  a 
part  of  the  cultivated  grounds  of  Mr.  Nathaniel  Jarvis  ;  beyond  which 
it  cannot  be  diltindtly  traced.     It  enclofed  above  1000  acres* 

J  Wood's  New-England's  Profpedl:. 

Not^fir  page  8. 
Chicketawbu  was  the  fagamore  of  Neponcett,  which  could  not  have 
been  far  from  Bofton,  for,  on  the  14th  of  February,  1632,  "  the  Gov- 
ernor and  fome  other  company  went  to  view  the  country  as  far  as  Ne- 
poncett, and  returned  that  night."  The  firft  mention  of  this  Indian 
chief,  within  my  knowledge,  is  March  23,  1631,  when  "  Chickatabctjj 
came  with  his  fannops  and  fquaws,  and  preferred  the  Governor  with 
a  bufhel  of  Indian  corn."  In  April,  he  "  zim<z  to  the  Governor  again, 
and  he  put  him  into  a  very  good  new  fuit  from  head  to  foot  ;  and,  af- 
ter, he  fat  meat  before  him,  but  he  would  not  eat  till  the  Governor  ha^ 
given  thanks,  and  after  meat  he  defired  him  to  do  the  like,  and  fo  de- 
parted." He  died,  of  the  fmall  pox,  in  November,  1633,  when  that 
diforder  occafioned  "  a  great  mortality  among  the  Indians,"  and  cai 
ried  off  many  of  his  people.  Winihrop's  jci, 

II  Thus  fprft  by  Gov.  Wintbrop* 

c 
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the  freedom,  the  patriotifm,  and  the  piety,  of  the  anceftors 
of  New-England.  § 

The  firfl  confiderable  acceilion  to  the  fociety  appears^  to 
have  been  in  Auguit,  1632,  when  "  the  Braintree  company 
which  had  begun  to  lit  down  at  Mount  Woolafton  by  or- 
der of  Court,  removed  to  Newtown.  Thefe  were  Mr. 
Hooker's  company."  ||  Mr.  Hooker,  however,  having  not 
yet  come  to  New-England,  they  were  ftill  deftitute  of  a  fet- 
tled minifter.  But  a  preparation  for  the  privilege  of  the 
public  miniftry,  and  of  the  ordinances  of  the  gofpel,  was  an 

immediate 

§  This  venerable  oak  flood  on  the  northerly  fide  of  the  Common  in 
Cambridge,  a  little  weft  of  the  road  leading  to  Lexington.  The  flump 
of  it  was  dug  up  not  many  years  fince. 

J|  Winthrop's  Journal,  42.  It  is  highly  probable,  that  this  company 
came  from  Braintree,  in  EiTex  county,  in  England,  and  from  its  vicini- 
ty. Chelmsford,  where  Mr.  Hooker  was  fettled,  is  but  eleven  miles 
from  Braintree  :  And  Mr.  Hooker  "  was  fo  efleemed  as  a  preacher, 
that  not  only  his  own  people,  but  others  from  all  parts  of  the  county  of 
EfTex  flocked  to  hear  him." — The  names  of  this  company,  constituting 
the  firft  fettlers  of  the  town  of  Cambridge,  are  preferved  in  the  records 
of  the  Proprietors,  under  the  date  of  1632,  and  are  as  follow  : 
Jeremy  Adams  Richard  Lord 

Matthew  Allen  John  Mafters 

John  Benjamin  Abraham  Morrill 

Jonathan  Bofwell  Hefter  Muffey 

Mr.  Simon  Bradftreet*  Simon  Oakes 

John  Bridge  James  Olmfted 

Richard  Butler  Capt.  Daniel  Patrick 

John  Clarke  John  Prat 

Anthony  Couldby,  or  Colby  William  Pentrey 

Daniel  Dennifon  Jofeph  Redinge 

Thomas  Dudley,  Efq.  Nathaniel  Richards* 

Samuel  Dudley  William  Spencer 

Edward  Elmer  Thomas  Spencer 

Richard  Goodman  Edward  Stebbins 

William  Goodwin  John  Steele 

Garrad  Hadden  Henry  Steele 

Stephen  Hart  George  Steele 

John  Haynes,  Efq.f  Samuel  Stone 

Thomas  Heate  John  Talcott 

Rev.  Thomas  Hooker  William  Wadfworth 

Thomas  Hofmer  Andrew  Warner 

Richard  Havlackenden  Richard  Webb 

William  Lewis  William  Weftwood 

*  Afterward  Governor  of Maffacbufetts. 

\   Afterward  Governor  of  Connecticut.     His  boufe  flood  on  the  weft  fide  of 
Market  Place.     For  hit  cbarader,  fee  Trumbull's  Hiflory  of  Conneflicut,  I.  223. 
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immediate  and  primary  object  of  their  pious  attention. 
This  year,  accordingly,  they  "built  the  firft  houfefor  pub- 
lic worfhip  at  Newtown,  with  a  bell  upon  it."* 

The  removal  of  the  Governor  into  Bofton  having  occa- 
iioned  a  mifunderftanding  between  him  and  the  Deputy- 
Governor  ;  "  the  miniiiers,  for  an  end  of  the  difference, 
ordered,  that  the  Governor  mould  procure  them  a  minif- 
ter  at  Newtown,  and  contribute  fome  towards  his  mainte- 
nance for  a  time  ;  or  if  he  could  not  by  the  fpring  effect 
that,  then  to  give  the  Deputy,  j  towards  his  charges  in 
building  there,  ;£.2o."     The  Governor  accepted  this  order, 
and  promifed  a  compliance  with  it.    The  Deputy-Gov- 
ernor, however,  on  the  reception  of  one  part  of  the  order3 
returned  it  to  the  Governor,  profeffing  fo  full  a  perfuafion 
of  the  Governor's  love  to  him,  and  fo  high  an  eilimation 
of  it,  that  "  if  he  had  given  him  £.100,  inftead  of  £.20, 
he  would  not  have  taken  it."     Notwithstanding  the  vari- 
ance, which  had  fubfifted  between  thefe  venerable  men, 
"  yet  they  peaceably  met  about  their  affairs,  without  any 
appearance  of  any  breach  or  difcontent  ;   and  ever  after 
kept  peace  and  good  correfpondency  together  in  love  and 
friendfhip."t  The 

*  Prince,  II.  75.  This  church  flood  on  the  weft  fide  of  Water  Street, 
and  fouth  of  Spring  Street,  near  the  place  where  thefe  ftreets  interfed 
each  other,  about  30  rods  fouth  of  where  the  congregational  church 
now  ftands. 

f  Winthrop's  Journal. Governor  Winthrop  is  characlerifed,  by 

Morton,  as  "  fmgular  for  piety,  wifdom,  and  of  a  public  fpirit  ;  as  a 
man  of  unbiafTed  juftice,  patience  in  refpect  of  perfonal  wrongs  and  in- 
juries, a  great  lover  of  the  faints,  efpecially  able  minifters  of  the  g@fpel ; 
very  fober  in  defiring,  and  temperate  in  improving,  earthly  content- 
ments ;  very  humble,  courteous,  and  ftudious  of  general  good."  Dr. 
Belknap  juftly  obferves,  that  "  he  was  eminently  qualified  for  the  firft 
office  of  government,  in  which  he  fhone  with  a  luftre,  which  would  have 
done  him  honour  in  a  larger  fphere,  and  a  more  elevated  fituation.  He 
was  the  father,  as  well  as  governor,  of  an  infant  plantation."  His  houfe, 
in  Boflon,  flood  a  few  rods  north  of  the  Old  South  church,  where  the  pile 
of  brick  flores  has  been  recently  built.  The  late  John  Winthrop,  Efq. 
JHollis  ProfeiTor  of  Math,  and  Nat.  Philof.  was  his  defcendant  of  the 
-fourth  generation  ;  and  James  and  William  Winthrop,  Efquires,  now 
living  in  Cambridge,  are  defcendants,  of  the  fifth  generation.  Gov.  Win- 
throp died  in  1649,  xt2Ltt  lxiii.     Amer.Biog.  II.  337.     Magnalia,  II.  8. 

Thomas  Dudley,  Efq.  is  characlerifed  as  "  a  man  of  found  judg- 
ment in.  matters  of  religion,  and.  well  read,  beftowing  much  labour  that 

way  ; 
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The  recent  fettlers  of  Newtown  had,  while  in  England, 
attended  the  miniftry  of  the  Reverend  Thomas  Hooker, 
who,  to  efcape  fines  and  imprifonmerxt  for  his  non-con- 
formity, had  now  fled  into  Holland.     To  enjoy  the  priv- 
ilege of  fuch  a  paftor,  they  were  willing  to  migrate  to  any 
part  of  the  world.     No  fooner,  therefore,  was  he  driven 
from  them,  than  they  turned  their  eyes  towards  New- 
England.      They  hoped  that,  if  comfortable  fettlements 
could  be  made  in  this  part  of  America,  they  might  obtain 
him  for  their  paftor.     Immediately  after   their  fettlement 
at  Newtown,  they  expreffed  their  earned  defires  to  Mr. 
Hooker,  that  he  would  come  over  into  New-England,  and 
take  the  paftoral  charge  of  them.     At  their  defire  he  left 
Holland  ;  and,  having  obtained  Mr.  Samuel  Stone,  a  lectur- 
er at  Torcefter  in  Northamptonfhire,  for  an  afliftant  in  the 
miniftry,  took  his  paflage  for  America,  and  arrived  at 
Bofton  September  4,  1633.     With  him  came  over  the  fa- 
mous Mr.  John  Cotton,  Mr.  John  Haynes,  afterwards  Gov- 
ernor of  Connecticut,  Mr.  GofT,  and  two  hundred  pafien- 
gers  of  importance  to  the  Colony.*     "  They  got  out  of 
England  with  much  difficulty,  all  places  being  belaid  to 
have  taken  Mr.  Cotton  and  Mr.  Hooker,  who  had  been 
long  fought  for,  to  have  been  brought  into  the  High  Corn- 
million  ;    but  the  mafcer  being  bound  to   touch  at  the 
Wight,  the  purfuants  attended  there,  and  the  mean  time 
the  faid  minifters  were  taken  in  at  the  Downs."!     Mr. 
Hooker,  on  his  arrival  at  Bofton,  proceeded  to  Newtown, 
where  he  was  received  with  open  arms,  by  an  affectionate 
and  pious  people.      He  was  now  chofen  paftor,  and  Mr, 
Stone  teacher,  of  the  people  at  Newtown  ;  and  on  the  1  ith 
of  October,  1633,  after  folemn  failing  and  prayer,  they 
were  ordained  to  their  refpective  offices.  r™ 

way  ;  as  a  lover  of  jufticc,  order,  the  people,  Chriftian  religion — the  m- 
prcme  virtues  of  a  good  magi  (irate.  He  was  exact  in  the  practice  of  pi- 
ety in  his  perfon  and  family  all  his  life.  He  was  a  principal  founder 
and  pillar  of  the  colony  of  Maffachu  felts  ;  and,  feveral  times,  Governor 
and  Deputy-Governor  of  that  Province.  He  was  a  principal  founder 
of  the  town  of  Newtown,  [Cambridge]  being  zealous  to  have  it  made 
the  metropolis."  On  Mr.  Hooker's  removal  to  Hartford,  he  removed 
from  Newtown  to  Ipfwich,  and  afterward  to  Roxbury,  where  he  died, 
in   1653,  rctat.  lxxvii. 

Wonder  working  Providence.    Morton s  Memorial.    Prince.    Mather. 
*  Trumbull,  L  II.  f  Winthrop's  Journal. 
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The  fame  of  the  removal  of  thefe  eminent  men  to  A- 
merica  invited  over  vaft  numbers  of  Puritans,  who  could 
not  find  reft  under  Archbifhop  Laud's  fevere  administra- 
tion ;  "  infomuch  that,  for  feveral  years,  hardly  a  veffel 
came  into  thefe  parts,  but  was  crowded  with  paifengers  for 
New-England."t 

An  hiitorian  of  this  early  period  pioufly  notices  "  the 
admirable  acts  of  Providence"  toward  the  people  of  New- 
town, in  this  infancy  of  their  fettlement.  "  Although 
they  were  in  fuch  great  ftraites  for  foode,  that  many  of 
them  eate  their  bread  by  waight,  and  had  little  hopes  of 
the  earths  fruitfullneffe,  yet  the  Lord  Chrift  was  pleafed  to 
refrefh  their  fpirits  with  fuch  quickning  grace,  and  lively 
affections  £0  this  temple-worke,  that  they  did  not  defert 
the  place.  And  that  which  was  more  remarkable,  when 
they  had  fcarce  houfes  to  fhelter  themfelves,  and  no  doores 
to  hinder  the  Indians  acceffe  to  all  they  had  in  them  ;  yet 
did  the  Lord  fo  awe  their  hearts,  that  although  they  fre- 
quented the  Englilhmens  places  of  aboade,  where  their 
whole  fubftance,  weake  wives  and  little  ones  lay  open  to 
their  plunder,  during  their  abfence,  being  whole  dayes  at 
Sabbath- Affemblies,  yet  had  they  none  of  their  food  or 
ftuffe  diminimed,  neither  children  nor  wives  hurt  in  the 
leaft  meafure,  although  the  Indians  came  commonly  to 
them,  at  thofe  times,  much  hungry  belly  (as  they  ufe  to 
fay)  and  were  then  in  number  and  ftrength  beyond  the 
EngMi  by  far."* 

As  early  as  May,  1634,  it  appears  that  the  number  of  in- 
habitants at  Newtown  had  become  difproportioned  to  the 
townfhip.  'c  Thofe  of  Newtown,"  fays  Governor  Win- 
throp,  "  complained  of  ftraitnefs  for  want  of  land,  efpecial- 
ly  meadow,  and  deiired  leave  of  the  Council  to  look  out 
either  for  enlargement  or  removal,  which  was  granted  ; 
whereupon  they  fent  men  to  fee  Agawam  [Ipfwich]  and 
Merrimack,  and  gave  out  they  would  remove."  |  In  July, 
fix  inhabitants  of  Newtown  went  paifengers  in  a  veffel 
"  bound  to  the  Dutch  plantation,  to  difcover  Connecticut 
river,  intending  to  remove  their  town  thither."  § 

At  the  General  Court,  which  fat  at  Newtown  in  Septem- 
ber, 

f  Neal.  *  Wonder-working  Providence, 

%  Winthrop's  Journal,  §  Ibid, 
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ber,  "  many  things  were  agitated  and  concluded,  as  forti- 
fying in  Caftle-Ifland,Dorchefter  and  Charleftown  ;  with  di- 
vers other  matters.  But  the  main  bufinefs,  whjch  fpent  the 
xnoft  time,and  caufed  the  adjourning  of  the  Court,was  about 
the  removal  of  Newtown.  They  had  leave  the  laft  General 
Court  to  look  out  for  fome  place  for  enlargement  or  removal, 
with  promife  of  having  it  confirmed  to  them,  if  it  were  not 
prejudicial  to  any  other  plantation  ;  and  now  they  moved 
that  they  might  have  leave  to  remove  to  Connecticut." 
The  fubject  was  largely  and  warmly  debated  ;  "  the  whole 
Colony  being  affected  with  the  difpute."  "When  the  quef- 
tion  was  put  to  vote,  fifteen  of  the  Deputies  voted  for  leave 
of  departure,  and  ten  againft  it  ;  the  Governor  and  two 
Afiiftants  voted  for  it ;  but  the  Deputy-Governor,  with  all 
the  other  Affvftants,  voted  againft  it ;  fo  a  legal  act  could  not 
be  obtained.  Hence  arofe  a  great  difference  between  the 
Governor  and  Afiiftants,  and  the  Deputies,  concerning  the 
negative  voice.  "  So  when  they  could  proceed  no  further, 
the  whole  Court  agreed  to  keep  a  day  of  humiliation  to 
feek  the  Lord,"  which  was  kept,  accordingly,  in  all  the 
congregations.  The  Court  met  again  foon  after  ;  but  be- 
fore it  proceeded  to  bufinefs,  Mr.  Cotton  (on  Mr.  Hooker's 
declining)  preached  from  Hag.  ii.  4.  "  And  it  pleafed  the 
Lord  fo  to  aflift  him,  and  to  blefs  his  own  ordinance,  that 
the  affairs  of  the  Court  went  on  cheerfully  ; — and  the  con- 
gregation of  Newtown  came  and  accepted  fuch  enlargement 
as  had  formerly  been  offered  them  by  Bofton  and  Water- 
town."*  This  firft  enlargement  was,  doubtlefs,  in  breadth, 
to  the  fouthward  and  weftward.  When  the  firft  fettlers 
erected  "  the  New  Town,"  between  Charleftown  and  Wa- 
tertown,  it  was  "  in  forme  like  a  lift  cut  off  from  the 
broad-cloath  of  the  two  fore-named  towns."! 

The  people  of  Newtown  manifefting  a  perfevering  de- 
termination to  remove  into  Connecticut,  and  thofe  of  fome 
neighbouring  towns  concurring,  at  the  fame  time,  in  the 
wifh  and  project  of  removal  to  other  places  ;  the  General 
Court,  in  May,  1635,  gave  them  leave  to  remove  whither 
they  pleafed,  on  condition  that  they  fhould  continue  under 
the  jurifdiction  of  Maffachufetts. 

In  October,  Mr.  Thomas  Shepard,  whofe  name  holds  a 

confpicuous 

*  Winthrop's  Journal,  70.         f  Wonder-working  Providence,  61. 
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confpicuous  place  in  the  annals  of  New-England,  arrived 
at  Boftori,  together  with  the  people  who  were  to  form 
his  paftoral  charge.  On  the  firft  of  February,  1636,  the 
firfl  permanent  church  was  gathered  at  Newtown.  Mr. 
Shepard,  and  "  divers  other  good  chriftians,"  intending  to 
form  a  church,  communicated  their  defign  to  the  magis- 
trates, who  gave  their  approbation.  Application  was  alfo 
made  to  all  the  neighbouring  churches,  "  for  their  elders 
to  give  their  ailiftance  at  a  certain  day  at  Newtown,  when 
they  mould  conftitute  their  body."  A  great  aflembly  ac- 
cordingly convened,  and  the  church  was  organized  in  a 
jpublic  and  folemn  manner.*  The  ordination  of  Mr.  Shep- 
ard probably  took  place  foon  after  this  organization  of  the 
church  ;  but  the  precife  time  cannot  now  be  afcertained. 
"  It  was  deferred,"  fays  Dr.  Mather,  "  until  another  day, 
wherein  there  was  more  time  to  go  through  the  other  fo- 
lemnities  proper  to  fuch  an  oceaiion." 

Early  in  the  fummer  of  1636,  Mr.  Hooker,  Mr.  Stone, 
and  about  a  hundred  men,  women,  and  children,  compof- 
ing  the  whole  of  Mr.  Hooker's  church  and  congregation, 
left  Newtown;  and  travelled  above  a  hundred  miles, 
through  a  hideous  and  tracklefs  wildernefs,  to  Connecticut. 
"  They  had  no  guide  but  their  compafs  ;  made  their  way 
Over  mountains,  through  fwamps,  thickets  and  rivers, 
which  were  not  paffable  but  with  great  difficulty.  They 
had  no  cover  but  the  heavens,  nor  any  lodgings  but  thofe 
Which  fimple  nature  afforded  them."f 
'* They 

*  For  the  form  of  the  organization  of  this  church,  and  the  religious 
exercifes  on  the  occafion,  fee  Winthrop's  Journal,  oj,  96.  This  was 
tht  eleventh  church,  gathered  in  Maffachufetts.  The  order  of  the 
■churches  was  as  follows  ; 

The  firfl  church  was  gathered  at  Salem,  in  the  year  1639 
The  fecond  at  Charleftown,     -        -      1631 

The  third         -  --  -        at  Dorchefter,      -        -        1631 

The  fourth     -  -        -      at  Bofton,      -        -        *     1.63 1 

The  fifth  -  -  -  -  at  Roxbury,  -  *  -  1631 
The  fixth  -      at  Linn,     -  163 1 

The  feventh     -        -        -  at  Watertown,      -        -       1631 

The  eighth  (Mr.  Hooker's)  at  Newtown,  [Cambridge]  1633 
The  ninth  -  -  -  -  at  Ipfwich,  -  -  -  1634 
The  tenth  at  Newbury,     -  1634 

The  eleventh     (Mr.  Shepard 's)     at  Newtown,  [Cambridge]  163^ 

t  Trumbull,  L  55,    Winthrop's  Journal,  ioo. 


1 6  The  Hi/lory  of  Cambridge* 

They  drave  with  them  1 60  cattle,  and  fubfifted  on  the 
milk  of  their  cows,  during  the  journey.  Mrs.  Hooker  was 
carried  in  a  litter.  This  little  company  laid  the  foundation 
of  Hartford,  now  a  very  flourifliing  city  in  Connecticut. 

Their  removal  was  very  opportune  for  Mr.  Shepard  and 
his  company,  who  purchafed  the  dwelling-houfes  and  lands, 
which  they  had  owned  at  Newtown  ;  and  thus  enjoyed  the 
advantage  (which  fell  to  the  lot  of  few  of  the  early  colo- 
nifts)  of  entering  a  fettlement  already  cultivated,  and  fur- 
nifhed  with  comfortable  accommodations. 

This  year  (1636)  the  General  Court  contemplated  the 
erection  of  a  Public  School  at  Newtown,  and  appropriated 
four  hundred  pounds  for  that  purpofe  5  which  laid  the 
foundation  of  Harvard  College.* 

Mrs.  Anne  Hutchinfon,  a  very  extraordinary  woman, 
commencing  a  religious  teacher,  about  this  time,  and  hold 
ing  lectures  for  the  propagation  of  her  peculiar  tenets,  at- 
tracted a  numerous  audience,  and  gained  many  adherents 
"  The  whole  Colony  was  foon  divided  into  two  parties 
differing  in  lentiment,  and  ftill  more  alienated  in  affection 
They  ftiled  each  other  Antinomians  and  Legalifts."t  Sucr. 
was  the  warmth  of  the  controverfy,  that  it  was  judged  ad 
vifable  to  call  a  Synod  to  give  their  opinion  on  the  contro- 
verted points.  A  Synod  was  accordingly  holden  atNewtowr 
on  the  30th  of  Auguft,  1637,  at  which  "  all  the  teaching  el- 
ders through  the  country/'  and  meffengers  of  the  fevera] 
churches, were  prefent.  Themagiftrates,too,attended  as  hear- 
ers, and  fpake  occafionally,  as  they  faw  fit.  Of  this  Synod  Mr, 
Shepard,  who  opened  it  with  prayer,  "  was  no  fmall  part." j 
After  a  feflion  of  three  weeks,  the  Synod  condemned  eigh- 
ty-two erroneous  opinions,  which  had  become  diffeminated 
in  New-England.  The  proceedings  of  this  Synod  appeal 
to  have  been  conducted  with  fairnefs  and  ability.  "  Lib- 
erty 

*  "  After  God  had  carried  us  fafe  to  New-England,  and  wee  hac 
builded  our  houfes,  provided  neceffaries  for  our  liveli-hood,  rear'd  con 
venient  places  for  God's  worlhip,  and  fettled  the  civill  government 
One  of  the  next  tilings  we  longed  for  and  looked  after  was  to  advance 
learning  and  perpetuate  it  to  pofterity  :  dreading  to  leave  an  illiterate 
mini  dry  to  the  churches,  when  our  prefent  rrunillers  ihall  lie  in  th< 
duft»"  New-England'1 'j  Firfl  Fruits,  publijhed  in  1 643 

f  Adams's  Hiftory  of  New-England. 

%  C.  Mather. 
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erty  Was  given  to  any  man  to  difpute  pro  or  con,  and  none 
to  be  charged  to  be  of  that  opinion  he  difputed  for,  unleife 
he  mould  declare  himfelfe  fo  to  be.— -The  clearing  of  the 
true  fenfe  anci  meaning  of  any  place  of  fcripture,  it  was 
done  by  fcripture."  An  hiftorian,  who  lived  at  that  peri- 
od, fays  :  "  Foure  forts  of  perfons  I  could  with  a  good  will 
have  paid  their  paflage  out,  and  home  againe  to  England, 
that  they  might  have  been  prefent  at  this  Synod,  fo  that 
they  would  have  reported  the  truth  of  all  the  paffages 
thereof  to  their  own  Colledges  at  their  return."  Thefe 
were  "  the  Prelates' '  ;  "  the  godly  and  reverend  Prefbyte- 
rian  party"  ;  "  thofe  who  with  their  new  firatagems  have 
brought  in  fo  much  old  error"  ;  and  "  thofe  who  derided 
ail  forts  of  fcholarfhip."§ 

The  vigilance  of  Mr.-  Shepard  was  blefl  for  the  preferva- 
tion  of  his  own  church,  and  of  the  other  New-England 
churches,  from  the  Antinomian  and  Familiftical  errors, 
which  began  at  this  time  to  prevail  :  "  And,"  according  to 
Dr.  Mather,  "  it  was  with  refpecl  to  this  vigilancy,  and  the 
enlightening  and  powerful  miniftry  of  Mr.  Shepard,  that 
when  the  foundation  of  a  College  was  to  be  laid,  Cambridge, 
rather  than  any  other  place,,  was  pitched  upon  to  be  the 
feat  of  that  happy  feminary."* 

A  contemporary  hiilorian  clofes  "  the  difmall  yeare  of 
fixteene  hundred  thirty-fix,"  with  the  following  fi:ory,  il- 
luftrative,  at  once,  of  Mr.  Shepard's  preaching  talents,  and 
of  the  fpirit  of  his  times.  A  perfon,  who  had  come  to 
New-England,  "  hoping  to  linde  the  powerful  prefence  of 
Chrift  in  the  preaching  of  the  word,"  was  encountered,  at 
nis  firil  landing,  by  fome  of  Mrs.  Hutchinfon's  difciples, 
who  were  zealous  to  profelyte  him  to  their  doclrine. 
Finding  that  "  hee  could  not  fkill  in  that  new  light,  which 
was  the  common  theame  of  every  man's  difcourfe,"  he  be- 
tooke  himfelf  to  a  narrow  Indian  path,  which  foon  led  him 
"  where  none  but  fencelelfe  trees  and  echoing  rocks  make 
lanfwer  to  his  heart-eafeing  mone."  After  a  perplexed  and 
| pathetic  foliloquy,  in  this  deep  recefs,  he  formed  a  refolu- 
:tion  "to  hear  fo$s£  one  of  thefe  able  minifters  preach, 

whom 


§  Wonder-working  Prpyidence. 

*  Magnalia,  III,  87.  *"Wonder-working  Providence,  164 
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whom  report  had  fo  valued,"  before  he  would  "  make 
choice  of  one  principle,"  or  "  crofs  the  broade  feas  back 
againe.  Then  turning  his  face  to  the  fun,  he  fleered  his 
courl'e  toward  the  next  town,  and  after  fome  fmall  travel: 
hee  came  to  a  large  plaine.  No  fooner  was  hee  entred 
thereon,  but  hearing  the  found  of  a  drum,  he  was  directed 
toward  it  by  a  broade  beaten  way."  Following  this  road, 
he  enquired  of  the  iirft  perfon  he  met,  what  the  fignal  ol 
the  drum  meant.  The  anfwer  was,  "  they  had  as  yet  nc 
bell  to  call  men  to  meeting,  and  therefore  made  ufe  of  s 
drum."*  Who  lectures,  faid  he,  at  this  town  ?  "  I  fe< 
you  are  a  ftranger,  new  come  over,"  replied  the  other 
l-  fmce  you  know  not  the  man.  It  is  one  Mr.  Shepard/ 
"  I  am  new  come  over,"  faid  the  ftranger,  "  and  have  beei 
told  fince  I  came,  that  moft  of  your  minifters  are  legal 
preachers,  onely  if  I  miftake  not  they  told  me  thi; 
man  preached  a  finer  covenant  of  works  than  the  other 
However,  I  mall  make  what  hafte  I  can  to  hear  him.  Fan 
you  well."  Haftening  to  the  place,  he  prefied  through  thi 
thickeft  crowd  into  the  church,  "  where  having  ftaye< 
while  the  glafTe  was  turned  up  twice,  the  man  was  meta 
morphofed."  He  was  frequently  melted  into  tears,  durinj 
the  iervice,  and  overwhelmed  with  gratitude  to  God,  whofi 
u  blefTecl  fpirit  caufed  the  fpeech  of  a  poore  weake  pale  com 
plectioned  man  to  take  fuch  impreffion  in  his  foul."  Th 
preacher  "  applied  the  word  fo  aptly,  as  if  hee  had  beei 
his  privy  counfeller  ;  cleering  Chriits  worke  of  grace  i] 
the  foule  from  all  thofe  falfe  doctrines,  which  the  err  onion 
party  had  afrighted  him  withall."  Finding  that  there  W2 
here  not  only  a  zeal  "  for  the  truth  of  the  difcipline,  bv 
alfo  of  the  doctrine,"  of  the  gofpel,  "  he  now  refolves  (th 
Lord  willing)  to  live  and  die  with  the  minifters  of  Nev 
England."! 

The  Reverend  John  Harvard,  of  Charleftown,  in  163 
added  to  the  fum,  appropriated  by  the  Legiflature  to  t 

pub! 

*  The  town  records  confirm  Mr.  Prince's  account,  that 
church  hid  a  bell  at  hrfr.  ;  for  they  flicw  that  the  town  meetin 
Were  then  called  by  the  ringing  of  the  bell.  A  drum,  for  what  real 
does  not  now  appear,  was  afterwards  fubftituted  in  its  place  ;  for  I  n* 
an  order  of  the  townfmen,  in  1646,  for  the  payment  of  fifty  fhillil 
to  a  man  "  for  his  fervice  to  the  towne,  in  beating  the  drum." 
t  Wonder-working  Providence,  C.  XLIII. 
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public  fchool  at  Newtown,  about  eight  hundred  pounds. 
Thus  endowed^  this  fchool  was  exalted  to  a  college,  and 
aflumed  the  name  of  its  principal  Benefactor  :  and  Newtown, 
in  compliment  to  the  college,  and  in  memory  of  the  place 
where  many  of  our  fathers  received  their  education,  was 
now  denominated  Cambridge. 

In  1639,  the  firft  printing  prefs,  erected  in  New-Eng- 
land, was  fet  up  at  Cambridge,  "  by  one  Daye  at  the  charge 
of  Mr.  Glover,"  who  died  on  his  pafTage  to  America.* 
The  firft  thing  which  was  printed  was  the  freeman's  oath  ; 
the  next  was  an  almanack  made  for  New-England  by  Mr. 
Pierce,  mariner  ;  the  next  was  the  Pfalms  newly  turned 
into  metre.f 

The  ecclefiaftical  fathers  of  New-England,  difTatisfied 
with  Sternhold  and  Hopkins'  verfion  of  the  Pfalms,  then 
\n  common  ufe,  refolved  on  a  new  verfion.  Some  of  the 
principal  Divines  in  the  country,  among  whom  were  Mr. 
Welde  and  Mr.  Eliot,  of  Roxbury,  and  Mr.  Mather  of 
Dorchefter,  undertook  the  work.  Aiming,  as  they  well 
exprefTed  it,  to  have  "  a  plain  tranflation,  rather  than  to 
fmooth  their  verfes  with  the  fweetnefs  of  any  paraphrafe  ;" 

and 

*  "  The  Reverend  and  judicious  Mr.  Jof.  Glover,  being  able  both 
in  perfon  and  eftate  for  the  work,  provided,  for  further  compleating  the 
colonies,  in  church  and  commonwealth,  a  printer,"  &c.  Wonder-working 
Providence,  X. — Mrs.  Glover  (probably  the  relict  of  this  gentleman) 
bought  Gov,  Haines*  houfe  and  eftate,  fituated  at  Market  Place,  in 
Cambridge,  in  1639. 

Nothing  of  Daye's  printing  is  to  be  found.  The  prefs  was  very  early  in 
the  pofFeffion  of  Mr.  Samuel  Greene,  who  was  an  inhabitant  of  Cam- 
bridge, in  1639,  and  who  is  confidered  as  the  firft  Printer  in  America. 
His  defcendants,  in  every  fucceffion  to  this  day,  have  maintained  the 
honour  of  the  typographic  art.  The  prefent  printers,  of  that  name, 
at  New-London,  and  New-Haven,  in  Connecticut,  are  of  his  pofterity. 
The  firft  prefs  was  in  ufe  at  Cambridge,  about  half  a  century.  The 
laft  thing  I  can  find,  which  iflued  from  it,  is  the  fecond  edition  of 
Eliot's  Indian  Bible,  in  1685.  Some  reliques  of  this  prefs,  1  an>  in- 
formed, are  ftill  in  ufe,  in  the  printing  office  at  Windfor,  in  Vermont. 

Mr.  Samuel  Hall,  printer  to  the  Hiftorical  Society,  printed  the  New- 
England  Chronicle  at  Cambridge,  from  the  commencement  of  the  rev- 
olutionary war,  in  1775,  to  tne  removal  of  the  American  army  from 
Cambridge.  A  new  printing  prefs  was  fet  up  in  this  town,  the  pre- 
fent year,  by  Mr.  William  Hilliard,  a  fon  of  my  worthy  predeceffor 
in  the  miniftry. 

f  Winthrop's  Journal. 
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and  regarding  cc  confcience  rather  than  elegance,  fidelity 
rather  than  poetry,"  their  verfion,  it  feems,  was  too  crude 
to  fatisfy  the  tafte  of  an  age,  neither  highly  reiined,  nor  re- 
markably critical.  Hence,  Mr.  Shepard,  of  Cambridge, 
addreiTed  them  with  this  monitory  verfe  : 

"  Ye  Roxbury.  poets,  keep  clear  of  the  crime 

Of  miffing  to  give  us  very  good  rhyme  : 

And  you  of  Dorchefter  your  verfes  lengthen, 

But  with  the  texts  own  words  you  will  them  ftrengthen." 

This  Verfion  was  printed  at  Cambridge  in  1640  :  but  re- 
quiring, as  it  was  judged,  "  a  little  more  art,"  it  was  com- 
mitted to  Prefident  Dunfter,  a  great  matter  of  the  oriental 
languages,  who,  with  fome  afliftance,  revifed  and  refined 
it,  and  brought  it  into  that  ftate  in  which  the  churches  of 
New-England  ufed  it  for  many  fubfequent  years.* 

In  1639,  the  town  ordered,  that  fome  perfon,  chofen  for 
the  purpofe,  mould  regifter  every  birth,  marriage,  and  bu* 
rial,  and,  "  according  to  the  order  of  the  Court,  in  that 
ciie  provided,  give  it  in  once  evrie  yeare  to  be  delivered 
by  the  deputies  to  the  Recorder." 

In  1641,  (Dec.  13)  the  town  chofe  two  men,  whom  they 
directed  to  "  take  care  for  the  making  of  the  towne  fpring, 
againft  Mr.  Dunfter's  houfe,  a  fufficient  well,  with  timber 
and  ftone  fit  for  the  ufe  of  man,  and  wattering  of  cattel."J 

In  1642,  according  to  an  order  of  the  laft  General  Court, 
"  for  the  townfmen  to  fee  to  the  educating  children,"  the 
town  was  divided  into  fix  parts,  and  a  perfon  appointed 
for  each  divifion,  "  to  take  care  of  all  the  families"  it  con- 
tained. 

The  firft  Commencement  was  holden  at  Cambridge  in 
1642,  at  which  time  nine  Students  took  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Arts.§     "  They  were  young  men  of  good 

hope, 

*  The  Rev.  Mr.  Prince,  of  Bofton,  obferved,  that,  when  he  was  laft 
in  England,  in  17 17,  he  found  this  Verfion  "was  by  fome  eminent, 
congregations  there  preferred  to  all  others  in  their  public  worfinp.M  I 
find  the  eighteenth  edition  of  this  Verfion  printed  with  the  Bible  at 
Edinburgh,  in  1741  ;  and  the  twenty-third  (I  fuppofe  New-England) 
edition  printed  at  Bofton,  in  1730.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Prince  revifed  and 
improved  this  New-England  Verfion,  in  1758. 

j  May  not  this  be  the  town  well,  ftill  in  ufe,  a  little  fouthweftcrly 
of  the  firft  church  ? 

§  There  arc  now  one  hundred  and  ninety-one  Students  in  this  ancient 
and  very  refpcfrable  feminary  ;  and,  for  fcvcral  preceding  years,  there 
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hope,  and  performed  their  acts  fo  as  gave  good  proof  of 
their  proficiency  in  the  tongues  and  arts."*  Moft  of  the 
members  of  the  General  Court  were  now  prefent,  "  and 
dined  at  the  college  with  the  fcholars  ordinary  commons, 
which  was  done  of  purpofe  for  the  ftudents  encourage- 
ment — and  it  gave  good  content  to  alh"t 

In  1643,  the  General  Court,— which  had  previouily  com- 
mitted the  government  of  the  College  to  all  the  magistrates, 
and  the  minifters  of  the  three  neareft  churches,  with  the 
prefident, — patied  an  ad  for  the  well  ordering  and  manag- 
ing of  Harvard  College,  by  which  all  the  rnagiftrates,  and  the 
teaching  elders  of  the  fix  nearefl  towns,  [Cambridge,  Wa- 
tertown,  Charleftown,  Bofton,  Roxbury,  and  Dorchefter] 
and  the  prefident  for  the  time  being,  were  appointed  to  be 
forever  governors  of  this  Seminary,  They  met  at  Cam- 
bridge, for  the  firft  time,  by  virtue  of  this  Ad,  on  the  27th 
of  December,  1643,  "  confidered  of  the  officers  of  the  col- 
lege, and  chofe  a  treafurer.,?J 

How  early  the  Grammar  School  was  eflabliihed  at  Cam- 
bridge does  not  appear  :  but  it  feems  to  have  been  nearly 
coeval  with  the  town,  and  to  have  been  an  object  of  great 
care  and  attention.  As  early  as  1643,  a  wl*iter  obferves  : 
<c  By  the  iide  of  the  Colledge  is  a  faire  Grammar  Schoole, 
for  the  training  up  of  young  fchoilars,  and  fitting  of  them 
for  Academical  learning,  that  Hill  as  they  are  judged  ripe, 

they 

have  been  upwards  of  two  hundred.     Since  the  year  1642,  there  have 
graduated  at  this  College         -         -         -         -         -         -3674 

Of  whom  have  died       -         -         -        -         -         -         -  2113 

Now  living        ,...- 1561 

The  whole  number  of  minivers  who  have,  graduated  here,  is  1 1 5  8 

Of  which  number  have  died        -  -        ^       787 

Now  living       -         -         -         -         -         -         -         -         -         371 

The  observations  of  Mr.  Oakes  are  worthy  of  perpetual  regard  : 
?'  Think  not  that  the  Commonwealth  of  Learning  may  languifh,  and  yet 
our  Civil  and  Ecclenauical  State  be  maintained  in  good  plight  and  con- 
dition. The  wifdom  and  forefight,  and  care  for  future  times,  of  our 
firft  Leaders  was  in  nothing  more  confpicuous  and  admirable,  than  in 
the  planting  of  that  Nurfery  ;  and  New-England  is  enjoying  the  fweet 
fruit  of  it.  It  becomes  all  our  faithful  and  worthy  Patriots  that  tread 
in  their  fleps,  to  water  what  they  have  planted." 

Addrefs  to  the  General  Court,  hi  his  Ek Ellon  Sermon^  1673, 
*  Winthrop's  Journal,  t  Ibid.  %  Ibid. 
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they  may  be  received  into  the  Colledge  of  this  fchoole  : 
Mailer  Corlet  is  the  Mr.  who  hath  very  well  approved  him- 
felf  for  his  abilities,  dexterity  and  painfulnefie  in  teaching 
and  education  of  the  youths  under  him."t 

This  fchool,  fome  years  after,  received  a  liberal  donation 
from  Edward  Hopkins, \  Efquire,  Governor  of  Connecticut, 
who  died  in  England,  in  1657.  This  charitable  and  pious 
man  gave,  by  his  laft  will,  the  principal  part  of  his  eftate  to 
his  father-in-law,  Thecphilus  Eaton,  Efquire,  and  others, 
<c  in  full  afturance  of  their  truft  and  faithfulnefs  in  difpofmg 
of  it,  according  to"  his  "  true  intent  and  purpofe."  This 
purpofe  is  declared  to  be,  "  to  give  fome  encouragement  in 
thofe  Foreign  Plantations,  for  the  breeding  up  of  hopeful 
Youth  in  a  way  of  learning  both  at  the  Grammar  School 
and  College,  for  the  public  fervice  of  the  Country  in  fu- 
ture times."  Five  hundred  pounds  of  his  eftate  in  Eng- 
land, appropriated  to  the  college  and  grammar  fchool  in 
Cambridge,  were  laid  out  in  real  eftate  in  the  town  of 
Hopkinton,  and  now  conftitute  a  refpeclable  fund.  Three 
fourths  of  the  income  of  this  eftate  are  applied,  according 
to  the  inftruclion  of  the  will  of  the  donor,  to  the  mainte- 
nance of  five  refident  Bachelors  of  arts,  at  Harvard  College, 
and  the  other  fourth  "  to  the  Mafter  of  Cambridge  Gram- 
mar School,  in  conlideration  of  his  inftructing  in  Grammar 

Learning 

f  New-England's  Firft  Fruits.  See  Coll.  of  Hift.  Soc.  I.  243.  Mr. 
Corlet  appears  to  have  been  a  man  of  learning,  of  piety,  and  refpe&abil- 
ity  ;  and  it  is  to  the  honour  of  Cambridge,  that,  in  the  infancy  of  the 
town,  great  exertions  were  made  for  his  fteady  and  permanent  fupport. 
He  was  mailer  of  the  Grammar  School,  in  this  town,  between  40  and 
50  years.  He  had  the  tuition  of  the  Indian  fcholars,  who  were  defigned 
for  the  College,  and,  "  for  his  extraordinary  paines  in  teaching"  them, 
received  compenfation  from  the  Society  for  propagating  the  Gofpel.  In 
the  accounts,  tranfmitted  from  New-England  to  that  Society,  he  is  re- 
peatedly, and  very  honourably,  mentioned.  [See  Hazard's  Hift.  Coll. 
11.]  Dr.  C.  Mather  (who  has  inferted  in  his  Magnalia  a  biographical 
fkctch  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hooker,  drawn  by  Mr.  Corlet)  ftyles  him  "that 
memorable  old  School-matter  in  Cambridge  ;  from  whofe  education,5' 
he  adds,  "  our  College  and  Country  has  received  fo  many  of  its  worthy 
men,  that  he  is  himfclf  worthy  to  have  his  name  celebrated  in  our 
Church  Hiftory." 

%  See  his  character  in  Trumbull's  Hift.  Connecl.  I.  241. 
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Learning  five  boys,§  nominated  by  the  Prefident  and  Fel- 
lows of  Harvard  College,  and  the  Minifter  of  Cambridge 
for  the  time  being,  who  are,  by  the  Will,  conftituted 
"  Viiitors  of  the  faid  School."  They  make  an  annual  vifi- 
tation,  the  week  before  the  commencement,  "  to  fee  that 
fo  many  children  are  taught,"  and  that  they  "  give  proof 
of  their  proficiency  in  learning."  Two  {hillings  on  the 
pound,  or  a  tenth  part  as  much  as  each  Bachelor  receives, 
is  applied  to  "  buy  books  and  reward  the  induftry  of  fuch 
under-graduates,  as  diftinguifh  themfelves  by  their  applica- 
tion to  their  ftudies." 

In  1644,  Mr.  Daniel  Gookin  removed  from  Virginia^ 
with  his  family,  and  fettled  at  Cambridge  ;  "  being  drawn 
hither  by  having  his  affection  flrongly  let  on  the  truths  of 
Chrifi  and  his  pure  ordinances."!  His  arrival  was  very  op- 
portune for  the  Reverend  Mr.  Eliot,  the  Indian  apoftle, 
who  was  now  preparing  himfelf  for  his  great  work  of 
evangelizing  the  Indians.  Mr.  Gookin,  animated  with  an 
apoftolical  zeal  for  the  promotion  of  this  pious  defign,  vig- 
or oufly  co-operated  with  Mr.  Eliot,  in  its  execution.  He 
himfelf  informs  us,*  that  Mr.  Eliot  "  was  his  neighbour, 
and  intimate  friend,  at  the  time  when  he  firft  attempted 
this  enterprize,"  and  communicated  to  him  his  defign.  In 
Mr.  Eliot's  evangelizing  vifits  to  the  Indians,  Mr.  Gookin 
fo  often  accompanied  him,  that  he  is  faid  to  have  been 
"  his  conflant,  pious  and  perfevering  companion."];  In 
1646, 

§  The  Legiflature  of  Maflachufetts  has  made  fiich  an  addition  to  this 
very  ufeful  fund,  that  fix  bachelors  may  now  refide  at  the  College,  and 
feven  boys  be  inftructed  at  the  Grammar  School. 

f  Wonder-working  Providence.     Magnal.  III.   120. 

*  Hift.  Collect,  of  the  Indians  in  New-England. 

J  Homer's  Hift.  of  Newtown,  in  Coll.  of  Hift.  Soc.  vol.  V.  253.— 
Soon  after  Mr.  Gookin's  arrival,  he  was  appointed  captain  of  the  mil- 
itary company  in  Cambridge  ;  and  a  member  of  the  houfe  of  deputies. 
In  1652,  he  was  elected  affiftant  ;  and,  four  years  after,  was  appointed 
by  the  General  Court  fuperintendant  of  all  the  Indians,  who  had  fubmit- 
ted  to  the  government  of  Maffachufetts  ;  in  which  office  he  appears  to 
have  continued,  with  little  interruption,  till  his  death.  In  1662,  he  was 
appointed,  in  conjunction  with  the  Rev.  Mr.  Mitchel,  one  of  the  licenfers 
of  the  printing-prefs  in  Cambridge.  In  1681,  he  was  appointed  major- 
general  of  the  Colony.  He  is  characterized  by  the  writers,  who  men- 
tion his  name,  as  a  man  of  good  underftanding,  rigid  in  his  religious 

and 
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1646,  Mr.  Eliot,  having  acquired  a  knowledge  of  the  In- 
dian language,  began  to  preach  to  the  Indians  at  Nonan- 
tum,  then  lying  within  the  limits  of  Cambridge.  From 
this  time,  for  many  years  afterward,  great  pains  were 
taken,  and  large  funis  expended,  to  educate  Indian  youth 
for  the  miniflry.  Several  were  maintained,  a  number  of 
years,  at  the  grammar  fchool,  with  a  view  to  the  comple- 
tion of  their  education  at  the  college  in  Cambridge.  Such, 
at  this  early  period,  was  the  zeal  of  our  pious  anceftors  for 
the  chriftianization  of  the  Indians,and  fo  fanguine  were  their 
hopes  of  rendering  the  Indian  youth  auxiliary  to  the  defign, 
that,  in  1 665,  a  brick  edifice,  30  feet  long,  and  20  feet  broad, 

was 

and  political  principles,  but  zealous  and  active,  of  inflexible   integrity, 
and  exemplary  piety,  difinterefted  and  benevolent,  a  firm  patriot,  and9 
above  all,  uniformly  friendly  to  the  Indians,  who  lamented  his  death 
with  unfeigned  forrow.      He  died  in  1687 — a  poor  man.     But,  fuch  was 
the  eilimation  of  his  character  and  fervices,  that  a  decent  monument 
was  erected  over  his  grave.      It  ftands  on  the  fouth-eaft  fide  of  the  bu« 
rying-ground  in  Cambridge,  and  has  this  infeription  ; 
Here  lyeth  intered 
the  body  of  Major  Gen1, 
Daniel  Gookins  aged  75  yeares 
who  departed  this  life  ye  19  of  March 
1686—7 
Mr.  Eliot's  apoftolical  labours  among  the  Indians  are  juftly  celebrated 
in  Europe  and  America.     His  Indian  bible  will  remain  a  perpetual 
monument  of  his  patient  diligence,  and  pious  zeal.     "  The  whole  tranf- 
latioiv'  Dr.  C.  Mather  fays,  "  he  writ  with  but  one  pen."     The  firft  edi- 
tion of  it  was  publifhed  as  early,  at  leaft,  as  the  year  t668,  and  a  fecond 
in  1685.     Both  editions  were  printed  at  Cambridge.     The  title  of  this' 
bible  is  ; 

MamufTe 

Wunneetupanatamwe 

UP-BIBLUM    GOD 

Naneefwe 

NUKKONE    TESTAMENT 

Kah  Wonk 

WUSKU     TESTAMENT. 

The  Lord's  Prayer  is  as  follows  : 
Noofhun  kefukqut,  quttianatamunach  koowefuonk.  Peyaumooutch 
kukketaflbotamoonk  nen  nach  ohkeit  neane  kefukqut.  Nummeet- 
fuongafh  afekefukokifh  aflamainneau  yenyeu  kefukok.  Kah  ahquoan- 
tamaiinaean  nummatchefeongafli  neane  matchenehukqueagig  nutah- 
quontamounnonog.  Ahquc  fagkompagunaiinnean  en  qutchhuaongaint 
webe  pohquohwuflinnean  wutch  matchitut.  Newutche  kutahtaunn  ke- 
taffootamoonk,  kah  menuhkefuonk,  kah  fohfumoonk  micheme.     Amen. 
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was  ere&ed  at  Cambridge,  for  an  Indian  College.  Several 
Indians  entered  college,  of  whom,  however,  one§  only  ever 
attained  the  academical  honours.  "  The  defign,"  fays  Mr. 
Gookin,  "  was  prudent,  noble,  and  good  ;  but  it  proved 
ineffectual." — "  The  awful  providences  of  God,  in  fruftra- 
ting  the  hopeful  expectations  concerning  the  learned  In- 
dian youth,  who  were  defigned  to  be  for  teachers  unto 
their  countrymen,' '  are  noticed,  with  great  fenfibility,  by 
this  hiftorian,J  who,  amidft  all  difcouragements,  retained 
his  zeal  for  the  promotion  of  this  pious  defign,  till  the  very 
clofe  of  his  life* 

A  Bill  having  been  preferred  to  the  General  Court  in 
1 646,  for  the  calling  of  a  Synod,  for  the  purpofe  of  com- 
poling  and  publifhing  a  platform  of  church-difcipline,  a 
"  motion"  was  made  by  the  Court  to  the  churches,  to  af- 
femble  fuch  a  fynod.  It  was,  accordingly,  convened  at 
Cambridge  that  year,  and  protracted  its  feffion,  by  ad- 
journments, till  1648.  This  fynod  compofed  and  adopted 
the  Platform  of  Church-pifcipline9  called  "  The  Cambridge 
Platform,"  which,  together  with  the  Weflminfter  Confef- 
fion  of  Faith,  it  recommended  to  the  General  Court,  and 
to  the  churches.  The  churches  of  New-England,  in  gen- 
eral, acceded  to  this  platform  for  more  than  thirty  years  : 
and  it  was  recognized  and  confirmed  by  a  fynod  at  Boflon, 
in  1679.* 

The  thriving  fcate  of  the  herds,!  belonging  to  this  town, 

together 

§  Caleb  Cheefcaumuck,  (anciently  written  Cheeihahteaumuck}  in  1 665. 

X  Gookin's  Hiftorical  Collections,  chap.  V- 

*  Adams's  Hid.  of  N.  England.     Neal's  Hift.  of  N.  England,  II.  33. 

f  By  an  eftimate  of  the  number  of  perfons,  and  of  the  eftate,  in  Cam- 
bridge, taken  by  the  Townfmen,  [Selectmen]  by  order  of  the  General 
Court,  in  1647,  it  appears,  that  there  v/ere  then  in  town, 

Perfons   (rateable)  -         -         -         -  -         135 

.  Houfes -90 

Cows,  (valued  at  £.9  pr.  head)  -  -  -  208 
Oxen,  (at  £.6  pr.  head)  -  -  -  -  -  J  3* 
Young  cattle  -         -         -         -         -         -  229 

Total  head  of  cattle         -  $6% 

Horfes,  (at  £.7  pr.  head) to    * 

Sheep,  (at  £.1  10  pr.  head)     -         -         -         -  37      ' 

Swine,  (at  £.  1  pr.  head)     -         -         -  62 

Goats,  (at  8/.  pr.  head)         -        -        -        -         -  5S 

E 
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together  with  the  confidence  repofed  in  Waban\  (an  influ- 
ential Indian,  recently  converted  to  chriftianity  by  the 
apoftolic  Eliot)  appear  in  the  following  compact,  dated 
April  12,  1647  :  "  Bargained  with  Waban,the  Indian,  for 
-to  keepe  about  fix  /core  hcade  of  dry  cattle  on  the  fouth  fide 
of  Charles  River,  and  he  is  to  have  the  full  fome  of  eight 
pound,  to  be  paid  as  followeth,  viz.  30  s*  to  James  Cutler, 
and  the  reft  in  Indian  corne  at  3  fh.  bufhel,  after  michel* 
tide  next. — He  is  to  bargain  to  take  care  of  them  the  21 
day  of  this  prefent  month,  and  to  keepe  them  untill  3 
weeks  after  michelmas  ;  and  if  any  be  loft  or  ill,  he  is  to 
fend  word  unto  the  towne,  and  if  any  fhall  be  loft  through 
his  careleflhefs  he  is  to  pay  according  to  the  value  of  the 
beaft  for  his  defect.  his    S^^/    mark. 

Waban." 

In  1648,  "it  was  agreed,  at  a  generall  meeting,  when 
the  whole  towne  had  fpeciall  warneing  to  meete  for  the 
difpofeing  of  Shawfhine,  that  there  fhould  be  a  farme  layde 
out,  of  a  thoufand  acres,  to  be  for  a  publick  ftocke,  and 
improved  for  the  good  of  the  Church,  and  that  part  of 
the  Church  that  here  mall  continue  ;  and  every  perfon  or 
perfons,  that  mail  from  time  to  time  remove  from  the 
Church,  doe  hereby  refigne  up  theire  intereft  therein  to 
the  remaineing  part  of  the  Church  of  Cambridge."  * 

The  fame  year,  it  was  ordered,  "  That  there  mall  be  an 
eight  peny  ordnary  provided  for  the  Townfmen  [Select- 
men] every  fecond  munday  of  the  month  upon  there 
meeteing  day  ;  and  that  whofoever  of  the  Townfmen 
faile  to  be  prefent  within  half  an  houre  of  the  ringing  of 
the  bell  (which  fhall  be  half  an  houre  after  eleven  of  the 
clocke)  he  fhall  both  lofe  his  dinner,  and  pay  a  pint  of 
facke,  or  the  value,  to  the  prefent  Townfmen. " 

Among  the  town-officers  for  the  following  year,  three 
commiffioners  were  chofen,  "  to  end  fmall  caufes  under 
fortv  millings." 

Mr.  Shepard  died  in   1649,  anc^  was  Succeeded  in  the 

mihiftry 

%  Waban  lived  at  Nonantum,  a  part  of  Cambridge  Village,  now 
Newton.  When  Mr.  Eliot  made  his  firft  evangelizing  viiit,  Oct.  28, 
1646,  "  Waban  met  him  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  fettlement,  and 
welcomed  him  to  a  large  wigwam  on  the  hill  Nonantum  ;"  and  became 
one  of  the  firft  fruits  of  his  miflkm.  Homer *j  Hift.  of  Newton. 

*  Town  Records. 
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miniftry  by  the  Reverend  Jonathan  Mitchel.  In  the  in- 
terval between  Mr.  Shepard's  death,  and  Mr.  Mitchel's  or- 
dination, the  pulpit  was  fupplied  by  Prefident  Dunfter, 
and  Mr.  Richard  Lyon,  who  lived  at  the  Prefident's  in  the 
capacity  of  a  private  tutor  to  an  Englifh  ftudent. 

A  vote  of  the  town  to  repair  the  old  church  "  with  a 
4  fquare  roofe,  and  covered  with  fhingle,"  paffed  Feb.  18, 
1650,  was  refcinded,  in  March  ;  and  the  committee,  now 
ordered  to  "  defift  from  repairing"  the  old  houfe,  was  in- 
ftru&ed  to  "  agree  with  workmen  for  the  building  of  a 
new  houfe,  about  forty  foot  fquare,  and  covered  as  was 
formerly  agreed  for  the  other.  It  was  alfo  then  voted, 
and  generally  agreed,  that  the  new  meeting-houfe  mall 
ftand  on  the  Watch  houfe  hiH."  This  is  believed  to  be  the 
hill  on  which  the  prefent  congregational  church  ftands. 
The  fecond  church  was,  doubtlefs,  erected  about  this 
time  ;  for,  in  February,  1651,  the  town  voted,  "  That  the 
Townfmen  fhall  make  fale  of  the  land  whereon  the  old 
meeting  houfe  Hood." 

In  1650,  the  General  Court  gave  the  College  its  firft 
charter,  appointing  a  Corporation,  confifting  of  the  Prefi- 
dent, five  Fellows,  and  the  Treafurer.  This  board,  and 
that  previoufly  mentioned,  now  denominated  the  board 
of  Overfeers,  conftitute  the  legiflature  of  Harvard  Uni- 
verfity.* 

Cambridge  appears,  at  this  time,  to  have  beftowed  fome 
attention  on  navigation  ;  for  an  early  hiftorian  mentions 
"  a  fliip,  built  and  fet  forth  by  the  inhabitants  of  Cam- 

bridge," 

*  Presidents  of  Harvard  University. 

Accefs.  Exit, 

1640  Rev.  Henry  Dunfter,  refigned     -  1654 

1654  Rev.  Charles  Chauncy,  died    -  -  •    ,     -     1672 

1672  Rev.  Leonard  Hoar,  M.  D.  refigned    -  1675 

1675  R-ev*  Urian  Oakes,  A.M.  died    -  1681 

1682  John  Rogers,  A.M.  died      -  1684 

1685  Rev.  Increafe  Mather,  S.  T.  D.  refigned      -  -      1701 

1701  Rev.  Samuel  Willard,  A.M.  Vice-Prefident,  died      1707 

1708  Hon.  John  Leverett,  A.M.    S.  R.  S.  died    -  -     1724 

1725  Rev.  Benjamin  Wadfworth,  A.M.  died      -  -      1737 

1737  Rev.  Edward  Holyoke,  A.M.  died      -         -  -     1769 

1770  Rev.  Samuel  Locke,  S.  T.  D.  refigned      -  -       1773 

1774  Rev,  Samuel  Langdon,  S.  T.D.  refigned    -  »     17** 

1781  Rev.  Jofeph  Willard,  S.T.D,   L.L.D, 
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bridge,"  in  1649,  as  being  "  fplit  and  caft  away."  The 
fame  hiftorian,  who  compofed  his  hiftory  in  1652,  fays  of 
Cambridge  :  "  This  town  is  compact  clofely  within  itfelfe, 
fill  of  late  yeares  fome  few  ftragling  houfes  have  been  built. 
The  liberties  of  this  town  have  been  inlarged  of  late  in 
length,  reaching  from  the  moil  northerly  part  of  Charles 
river,  to  the  moft  foutherly  part  of  Merrimeck  river.*  It 
hath  well  ordered  ftreets  and  comly  compleated  with  the 

faire  building  of  Harvard  Colledge. The  people  of  this 

Church  and  Towne  have  hitherto  had  the  chiefeft  mare  in 
fpirituall  bleffings,  the  miniftry  of  the  word  by  more  than 
ordinary  inflruments  : — Yet  are  they  at  this  day  in  a 
thriving  condition  in  outward  things,  alfo  both  corne  and 
cattell,  neate,  and  fheepe,  of  which  they  have  a  good 
flocke,  which  the  Lord  hath  caufed  to  thrive  much  in 
thefe  latter  dayes  than  formerly."  t 

The  firfl  licenfe  for  an  inn,  in  Cambridge,  appears  to 
have  been  given  in  1652,  when  "the  townfmen  granted 
liberty  to  Andrew  Belcher,  to  fell  beare  and  bread,  for  en- 
tertainment  of  ftrangers,  and  the  good  of  the  towne."J 

The  inhabitants  of  Cambridge  Village  had  become  fo 
numerous,  by  the  year  1656,  as  to  form  a  diftinct.  congre* 
gation  for  public  worihip  ;  and  an  annual  abatement  was 
made  of  "  the  one  halfe  of  their  proportion  to  the  minif- 
tryes  allowance,  dureing  the  time  they  were  provided  of 
an  able  minifter  according  to  law."§ 

The  fame  year,  the  inhabitants  of  Cambridge  confented 
to  pay  each  his  proportion  of  a  rate  to  the  fum  of  £.200, 
Ci  towards  the  building  a  bridge  over  Charles  River."  ||  A 
bridge  was  erected,  about  the  year  1660,  and,  for  many 

years, 

*  Cambridge  appears,  in  the  firft  initance,  to  have  contained  merely 
a  fufficient  trad  of  land  for  a  fortified  town.  Hence  the  early  tendency 
of  its  inhabitants  to  emigration.  By  this  fecond  enlargement,  it  ap- 
pears to  have  included  the  territory  conftituting  the  principal  part  of 
the  prefent  townfhip  of  Billerica^  and  the  whole  townlhip  of  Lexington  ; 
the  former  of  which  was  incorporated  May  29,  1655,  and  the  latter, 
March  20,  1712.  Cambridge  Village  was  incorporated,  by  the  name  of 
NenxttoH,  December  8,  1691. 

f  Wonder-working  Providence,  C.  XXVIII. 

j  Town  Records. 

§  Town  Records.  The  firfl  church  in  Cambridge  Village  [now 
Newton]  was  gathered  July  2c,  1664. 

||  Town  Records. 
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years,  was  called  "  The  Great  Bridge.5'  Not  long  after 
its  erection,  it  was  ordered  that  it  fhould  be  "  layd  in  oyle 
and  lead."* 

About  this  time,  there  was  built  in  the  town,  "  a  houfe 
of  correction  ;"  which,  in  conjunction  with  other  facts,  in* 
dicates  the  early  care  of  qur  anceilors  to  reprefs  idlenefs 
and  vice,  and  to  encourage  induflry  and  economy.  In 
t6$6,  certain  perfons  were  appointed  by  the  felectmen, 
to  execute  the  order  of  the  General  Court,  for  the  inu 
provement  of  all  the  families  within  the  limitts  of  this 
towne,  in  fpinning  and  cloathing."t  The  year  following, 
James  Hubbard  had  ^  liberty  granted  him  to  fell  fome 
fmall  timber  on  the  common,  for  the  making  him  a 
loome."J 

Orchards  mull  have  been  fuccefsfully  cultivated,  as  early 
as  the  year  1662  ;  for  Mr.  Mitchel  was  then  "  granted  a 
tree  for  a  cider  preffe  ;"  and  James  Hubbard  H  timber  for 
fencing  his  orchard.  "|| 

In  September,  1665,  five  Mohawk  Indians,  "  all  ftout 
and  lufty  young  men,"  came,  in  the  afternoon,  into  the 
houfe  of  Mr,  John  Taylor,  in  Cambridge.  They  were 
feen  to  come  out  of  a  fwamp  not  far  from  the  houfe* 
Each  of  them  had  a  firelock  gun,  a  piflol,  a  helved  hatchet, 
a  long  knife  hanging  about  his  neck,  and  a  pack,  well  fur-* 
nifhed  with  powder,  and  bullets,  and  other  neceiTary  im- 
plements. The  family  giving  immediate  notice  to  the  au- 
thority of  the  town,  a  conftable,  with  a  party  of  men,  came 
to  the  houfe,  and  feized  them  without  any  refinance,  and, 
by  authority,  committed  them  to  prifon.  The  Englifh 
had  heard  much  of  the  Mohawks,  but  had  never  feen  any 
of  them  before.  "  At  their  being  imprifoned,  and  their 
being  loaden  with  irons,  they  did  not  appear  daunted  or 
dejected  ;  but,  as  the  manner  of  thofe  Indians  is,  they  fang 
night  and  day,  when  they  were  awake."  Within  a  day  or 
two  after,  they  were  removed  from  Cambridge  to  Bofton 
prifon,  and  were  repeatedly  examined  by  the  Court,  then 
in  feffion.  They  alleged  that  they  came  not  with  any  in- 
tention to  do  the  leaft  harm  to  the  Englifh,  but  to  avenge 
themfelves  of  the  Indians,  their  enemies.     The  Court,  at 

length, 

*  A  phrafe,  fuppofed  to  mean  "painted." 

f  Town  Records.  £  Ibid.  |}  Ibid, 
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length,  difmiffed  them,  with  a  letter  to  their  chief  fachem, 
the  purport  of  which  was,  to  forbid  the  Mohawks,  for  the 
future,  to  kill  any  of  the  Indians  under  the  protection  of 
the  Englifh,  and  to  come  armed  into  any  of  the  Englifh 
towns.  With  this  letter,  and  a  convoy  of  horfe  to  conduct 
them  into  the  woods,  clear  of  the  Indians,  their  enemies, 
they  were  difmifled,  and  were  heard  of  no  more.* 

To  the  moral  and  religious  education  of  the  children 
and  youth  in  Cambridge,  there  appears  to  have  been  a 
regular  and  fyflematic  attention.  In  1668,  fome^of  the 
moil  refpectable  inhabitants  were  chofen  "  for  katechifeing 
the  youth  of  this  towne."| 

Mr.  Mitchel  died  in  1668.  "  At  a  public  meeting  of  the 
Church  and  Town,"  in  1669,  "  t0  confider  of  iupply  for 
the  miniftry,  it  was  agreed,  That  there  mould  be  a  houfe 
bought  or  built,  to  entertain  a  minifter."{  For  this  pur* 
pofe,  the  parifh,  the  fame  year,  fold  "  the  church's  farm," 
of  fix  hundred  acres,  in  Shawfhin,  (Billerica)  for  £.230 
iterling.  Four  acres  of  land  were,  foon  after,  purchafed  ; 
on  which,  in  1670,  a  houfe  was  erected  thirty-fix  feet  long, 
and  thirty  feet  wide,  "  this  houfe  to  remaine  the  church's, 
and  to  be  the  dwelling  place  of  fuch  a  minifter  and  officer, 
as  the  Lord  fhall  be  pleafed  to  fupply  us  withall,  during  the 
time  he  mall  fupply  that  place  amongft  us."|| 

The  Church  and  Society  now  invited  Mr.  William 
Stoughton*  to  become  their  minifter  ;  "  but  they  were 
denied." 

*  Gookin's  Hift.  Colled:.  f  Church  Records.  \  Ibid. 

||  Church  Records.  All  the  minifters,  fmce  Mr.  Mitchel,  have  refi- 
dcd  at  the  Parfonage.  The  front  part  of  the  prefent  houfe,  at  the 
Parfonage,  was  built  in  1720. 

*  The  Honourable  William  Stoughton,  Efquire,  was  a  preacher  of 
the  gofpel  for  feveral  years.  His  Sermon,  at  the  annual  Election,  has 
been  ranked  among  the  very  beft,  delivered  on  that  occafion.  His 
Epitaph  (which  Mr.'  Clap,  the  late  venerable  town-clerk  of  Dorchefter, 
told  me,  in  his  cautious  manner,  he  believed  may  have  been  written  by 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Mather,  of  Dorchefter)  afcribes  to  him  thefe  traits  ; 

Religione    Sanclus, 

Virtute  clarus, 
Doclrina    Celebris,   • 

Ingenio  Acutus, 


Impietatis  1$  Vitii  Hoftis  acerrimus. 
Hunc  Doclores  laudant  Theologum, 
Hunc  Pii  venerantur  Aufterum.  With 
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denied." — "After  fome  time  of  feeking  God  by  prayer, 
the  Lord  was  pleafed  to  guide  the  church  to  make  their 
application  to  Mr.  Urian  Oakes  in  Old  England."  Mr, 
William  Manning  was  fent  as  a  meffenger  with  a  letter 
from  the  church,  and  with  another  letter  "  fent  by  feveral 
Magiftrates  and  Minifters,  to  invite  him  to  come  over  and 
be  an  officer  amongft  them."t  Mr.  Oakes  accepted  the 
invitation,  came  to  America,  and  was  inducted  into  office, 
in  1 67 1.  In  1675,  he  was  invited  to  the  prefidency  of 
Harvard  College,  and  was  inducted  into  that  office  the 
fame  year.  The  charge  of  his  flock,  however,  he  did  not 
entirely  relinquilh  till  his  death. 

In  1675,  the  felectmen  appointed  certain  perfons  "  to 
have  inspection  into  family es,  that  theare  be  noe  by 
drinking  or  any  mifdemenor  wheareby  line  is  committed, 
and  perfons  from  theare  houfes  unfeafonably."f 

At  a  town  meeting,  in  1676,  called  "  to  confider  about 
fortifieing  of  the  towne  againft  the  Indians,"  it  was  judg- 
ed neceflary,  "  that  fomething  bee  done  for  the  fencing  in 
the  towne  with  a  ftockade,  or  fume  thing  equivalent." 
Materials  were,  accordingly,  prepared  :  but  king  Philip's 
war  being  foon  after  terminated,  the  town  ordered  that 
the  felectmen  mould  "  improve  the  timber,  that  was 
brought  for  the  fortification,  for  the  repairing  of  the  Great 
Bridge."*  This  bridge  was  rebuilt  in  1690,  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  Cambridge  and  Newton,  with  fome  aid  from  the 
public  treafury. 

The  extent  of  the  town,  and  the  provident  and  pious  at- 
tention of  its  inhabitants  to  the  fupport  of  the  miniftry, 
appear  by  a  vote  of  January  8,  1682  :  "  That  500  acres 
of  the  remote  lands,  lying  between  Woburn,  Concord, 
and  our  head  line,  mail  be  laid  out  for  the  ufe  and  benefit 
of  the  miniftry  of  this  town  and  place,  and  to  remain  for 
that  ufe  forever."  § 
Mr. 

With  thefc  excellent  qualifications,  however,  he  was  never  fettled  in  the 
miniftry.  But,  in  civil  life,  he  was  eminently  ufeful  to  the  Common- 
wealth. He  was  repeatedly  chofen  its  Lieut.  Governor  y  and,  for  fome 
years,  was  Commander  in  chief.  He  was  a  generous  benefaclor  to 
Harvard  College.  Stoughton  Hall  was  erecled  at  his  expenfe.  See 
his  Epitaph  entire  in  Hift.  Collections,  II.  10. 

f  Church  Records,  %  Town   Records. 

*  Town  Records.  §  Ibid. 
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Mr.  Oakcs  died  in  1681.  Mr.  Nathaniel  Gookin,  who 
had  been  employed  by  the  fociety  us  his  afliftant,  during 
the  latter  part  of  his  miniftry,  was  now  chofen  his  fuccef* 
for.     He  was  ordained  in  1682.     He  died  in  1692. 

Not  long  after  his  death,  the  church  and  fociety  unani* 
moufly  invited  the  celebrated  Dr.  Increafe  Mather  to  fuc- 
ceed  him,  in  the  miniftry  :  but  the  reluctance  of  his  peo- 
ple, (among  whom  he  had  then  miniftered  36  years)  with 
other  obftacles,  prevented  his  acceptance  of  the  invitation. 

The  Reverend  William  Brattle  was,  at  length,  chofen  to 
this  office  ;  and  was  ordained  in  1696.  During  his  minif- 
try, a  formal  and  public  relation  of  religious  experiences, 
as  a  qualification  for  church  fellowfliip,  was,  by  a  vote  of 
the  church,  declared  unneceffary  ;  the  bufmefs  of  examin- 
ation was  referred  to  the  paftor  and  elders  ;  and  the  con- 
fent  of  the  church  to  the  admiffion  of  a  member  was  figni- 
fied  by  iilence,  inftead  of  a  manual  vote. 

hi  1700,  the  proprietors  of  the  common  and  undivided 
lands  in  Cambridge  gave  the  high  way  on  the  fouth  fide 
of  Charles  river,  from  the  river  to  the  road  now  leading 
to  Roxbury,  "  for  the  ufe  of  the  miniftry  in  this  town 
and  place."!  This  highway  lay  to  the  eaftward  of  the 
prefent  one,  en  the  fouth  fide  of  the  river.  Before  the 
erection  of  the  firft  bridge  over  Charles  river,  there  was 
a  ferry,  from  the  wharf  at  Water  ftreet,  in  Cambridge,  to 
this  highway. 

In  1 706,  the  third  church  was  erected  in  Cambridge,  a 
little  in  front  of  the  fpot  where  the  prefent  church  ftands  ; 
and  the  firft  divine,  fervice  was  performed  in  it  on  the  13th 
of  October. 

On  the  petition  of  the  farmers,  "  that  they  might  be  dif- 
miffed  from  the  town,  and  be  a  townftiip  by  themfelves  ;" 
leave  was  given  them,  on  certain  conditions  :  and  Cam- 
bridge Farms  were  incorporated,  by  the  name  of  Lexington, 
in   1712,* 

Mr.  Brattle  died  in  17 17  ;  and  was  fucceeded  by  the 
Reverend  Nathaniel  Appleton,  who  was  ordained  the 
fame  year. 

A  farm  of  500  acres,  lying  at  a  remote  part  of  Lexing- 
ton, toward  Bedford,  "  given  in  former  time  by  the  pro- 

prietors 

f  Town   Records.  *  Ibid. 
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praetors  of  the  town  for  the  ufe  of  the  miniftry  in  this 
town  and  place,"  was  fold  in  17 19  ;  and  the  avails  (except- 
ing £.130  for  the  erection  of  a  new  parfonage  houfe)  were 
appropriated  to  the  eftabliftiment  of  an  accumulating  fund, 
for  the  purpofe  originally  defigned  by  the  donation.  It 
was  Mr.  Appleton's  propofal,  (which  has  been  carried  ini;o 
effect)  that  the  minifter  mould  receive  two  thirds  of  the 
intereft,  and  that  the  other  third  mould  be  added  to  the 
principal,  that  it  might  be  "a  growing  eftate."  This 
fund,  by  its  own  accumulation,  and  by  the  addition  of  the 
product:  of  minifterial  lands,  fold  in  1795,  has  become 
greatly  auxiliary  to  the  fupport  of  the  miniftry. 

In  1732,  the  inhabitants  of  the  north-wefterly  part  of 
Cambridge  were,  by  an  act  of  the  Legiflature,  formed  into  a 
diftinct  and  feparate  Precinch  On  the  Lord's-day,  Septem- 
ber 9,  1739,  a  church  was  gathered  in  this  precinct,  by  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Hancock,  of  Lexington  :  and,  on  the  12th  of 
the  fame  month,  the  Reverend  Samuel  Cooke  was  ordain- 
ed its  paftor.  On  this  occafton,  the  firft  church  in  Cam- 
bridge voted,  that  ^.25  be  given  out  of  the  church  ftock 
to  the  fecond  church  in  Cambridge,  "  to  furniih  their 
communion  table  in  a  decent  manner."* 

In  1734,  the  town  received  £.300  from  the  General 
Court,  toward  defraying  the  expence  of  repairing  the 
Great  Bridge  over  Charles  river  ;  and,  together  with  a 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  Court,  voted  thanks  to  Jacob  Wen- 
dell, Efquire,  and  Mr.  Cradock,  for  their  kindnefs  in  pro- 
curing and  collecting  a  very  bountiful  fubfcription  for  the 
fame  purpofe.f 

In  1736,  a  committee,  chofen  by  the  church  to  confult 
with  the  paftor  refpec&ng  meafures  to  promote  %  reforma- 
tion, propofed  and  recommended  to  the  church,  as  what 
they  '.*  apprehended  might  be  ferviceable  for  reviving  re- 
ligion, and  fuppreiTmg  growing  diforders,"  that  there  be  a 
number  of  wife,  prudent,  and  blamelefs  Chriftians  chofen 
among  themfelves,  whofe  fpecial  care  it  Ihould  be,  to  in- 
foect 

*  Church  Records.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Cooke,  "  in  whom,"  as  his  epi- 
taph juftly  Rates,  "  were  united  the  focial  friend,  the  man  of  fcience,  the 
eminent  and  faithful  clergyman,"  died  June  4,  1783,  in  the  75th  year 
of  his  age,  and  44th  of  his  miniftry.  He  was  fucceeded  by  the  Rev, 
Thaddeus  Fifke,  who  was  ordaine4  April  23,  17B8. 

f  Town   Records. 
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fpect  and  obferve  the  manners  cf  profeiling  Chriftians,  and 
fuch  as  were  under  the  care  and  watch  of  the  church. 
The  propofal  was  adopted,  and  a  committee  was  appointed, 
for  the  purpofe  exprefTed  in  the  recommendation.  This 
committee,  which  was  a  kind  of  privy  council  to  the  min- 
iftcr,  though  without  authority,  appears  to  have  been  very 
ferviceable  to  the  interefts  of  religion  ;  and  it  was  renewed 
annually,  for  the  fpace  of  about  fifty  years. 

In  1756,  the  prefent  Court  Houfc  in  Cambridge  was  built. 

The  prefent  church,  in  the  Firfl  Parifh  in  Cambridge, 
which  is  the  fourth,  built  in  this  parifh,  was  raifed  Novem- 
ber 17,  1756  ;  and  divine  fervice  was  firft  performed  in  it 
July  24,  1757.  The  kell,  now  in  ufe,  was  given  to  the  fo- 
ciety,  by  Captain  Andrew  Belcher,  in  the  year  1700  ;  at 
which  time  the  town  gave  "  the  little  meeting-houfe  bell 
to  the  farmers,"  or  Lexington.  The  bible,  for  the  pulpit, 
was  the  gift  of  the  Honourable  Jacob  Wendell,  Efquire,  of 
Bofton,  in  1740.  The  prefent  clock  was  procured  by  fub- 
fcription  in  1794. 

In  1 76 1,  five  or  fix  gentlemen,  each  of  whofe  income 
was  judged  to  be  adequate  to  the  maintenance  of  a  domes- 
tic chaplain,  were  defirous  to  have  an  epifcopal  church 
built,  and  a  mifiionary  fixed,  at  Cambridge.  This  year, 
accordingly,  a  church  was  erected  :  and  the  Reverend  Eaft 
Apthorp  took  charge  of  it,  as  miffionary  from  the  Society 
for  the  propagation  of  the  Gofpel  in  foreign  parts.* 

*  This  church,  called  Chrijl  Church,  was  opened  October  15, 
MDCCLXI  ;  and  is  confidered,  by  connoi/Teurs  in  architecture,  as  oae 
of  the  bed  conftrucled  churches  in  New-England.  Its  model  is  faid  to 
have  been  taken  from  Italy.  On  its  corner-iione  is  the  following 
Inscription  : 

DEO.  jETERNO. 

PATRI.  FILIO.  SPIRITVl.  S. 

HANC.  AEDEM. 

SUB  AVSPICIIS.  ILLUSTRISS.  SOCIETATIS. 

PROMOVENDO.  EVANGELIO. 

IN.  PARTIBUS.  TRANSMARINIS. 

INSTITUTAE. 

CONSECRABANT.  CANTABRIGIENSES. 

ECCLES1AE.  ANGL1CANAE.  FILII. 

IN. 

CHRISTIANAE.  FIDEL  ET.  CHARITATIS. 

1NCREMENTVM. 

A.D.  MDCCLX. 

PROVINCIAM.  PROCURANTE. 

V.  CL. 

FRANCISCO.  BERNARDO.  Mr, 


The  Hijiory  of  Cambridge*  35 

The  inhabitants  of  Cambridge  early  difcovered  a  zealous 
attachment  to  the  liberties  of  their  country.  On  the  occa- 
sion of  the  memorable  Stamp  Ad,  it  was  voted,  October  14, 
1765,  "  as  the  opinion  of  the  town,  That  the  inhabitants 
of  this  Province  have  a  legal  claim  to  all  the  natural,  inher- 
ent, conftitutional  rights  of  Englifhmen,  notwithstanding 
their  diftance  from  Great-Britain,  and  that  the  Stamp  Aft 
is  an  infraction  upon  thefe  rights."  After  ftating  its  op- 
preflive  tendency,  the  vote  proceeds  :  "  Let  this  Act  but 
take  place,  Liberty  will  be  no  more  ;  Trade  will  languifh 
and  die  ;  our  Medium  will  be  fent  into  his  Majefty's  ex- 
chequer ;  and  Poverty  come  upon  us  as  an  armed  man. 
The  Town,  therefore,  hereby  advife  and  direct  their  repre- 
fentatives  by  no  means  whatsoever  to  do  any  one  thing  that 
may  aid  faid  Acl:  in  its  operation  ;  but  that,  in  conjunction 
with  the  friends  of  liberty,  they  ufe  their  utmoft  endeavours, 
that  the  fame  may  be  repealed  :  and  that  this  vote  be  re- 
corded in  the  Town  Books,  that  the  children  yet  unborn 
may  fee  the  defire  that  their  anceftors  had  for  their  free- 
dom and  happinefs."* 

At  a  meeting  of  the  proprietors  of  the  common  and  un- 
divided lands  in  Cambridge,  in  1769,  "  all  the  common 
lands,  belonging  to  the  proprietors,  fronting  the  college^ 
commonly  called  the  Town  Commons,  not  heretofore 
granted  or  allotted  to  any  particular  perfon,  or  for  any 
fpeciai  or  particular  ufe,"  were  "  granted  to  the  town  of 
Cambridge,  to  be  ufed  as  a  Training  Field,  to  lie  undi- 
vided, and  to  remain  for  that  ufe  forever."! 

The  election  of  counfeliors  for  the  Province  of  Maffachu* 
fetts  was  holden  at  Cambridge,  in  May,  1770,  by  order  of 
Governor  Hutchinfon  ;  in  opposition  to  the  Charter,  and 
to  the  fenfe  of  the  whole  Province, 

On  the  impofition  of  a  duty  on  teas  imported  to  Amer- 
ica, by  the  Eaft-India  Company,  feveral  fpirited  refolves  of 
the  town  of  Cambridge,  November  26,  1773,  were  clofed 
with 

lyfr.  Apthorp  was  educated  at  Jefus  College,  in  the  Univerfity  of 
Cambridge,  in  England,  of  which  he  was  afterwards  a  Fellow;  He 
proceeded  A.  B.  in  1755,  and  has  fmce  received  the  degree  of  D.  D. 
from  one  of  the  Englifh  Univerfities.  Within  a  few  years  after  his  fettle^ 
ment  at  Cambridge,  he  went  to  England,  and  became  fettled  in  Lon* 
don,  where  he  is  Sill  living. 

*  Town  Records,  \  Proprietors'  Records. 
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with  the  following  :  "  That  this  Town  can  no  longer  ftand 
idle  fpectators,  but  are  ready,  on  the  fhorteft  notice,  to  join 
with  the  town  of  Bofton,  and  other  towns,  in  any  meas- 
ures that  may  be  ,thought  proper,  to  deliver  ourfelves  and 
poller ity  from  flavery."* 

On  the  great  queftion,  "  Whether,-  if  Congrefs  mould, 
for  the  fafety  of  the  Colonies,  declare  them  independent  of 
Great-Britain,  the  town  would  fupport  them  in  the 
meafure  :"  the  inhabitants  of  Cambridge,  May  27,  1776, 
unanimoufly  and  folemnly  engaged .  fuch  fupport,  with 
their  lives  and  fortunes.! 

From  the  commencement  of  hoftilities  at  Lexington, 
April  18,  1775,  the  tranquillity  of  Cambridge  was,  for  fev? 
cral  years,  interrupted,  by  the  tumult  of  war.  Many  of 
the  inhabitants  left  the  town,  and  retired  into  the  interior 
parts  of  the  country.  The  Seat  of  the  Mufes  was  now  oc- 
cupied by  foldiers.  It  was  at  Cambridge  that  General 
Wafhington  fixed  his  firft  encampment  ;  and  this  was  the 
place  of  the  head-quarters  of  the  American  army,  till  the 
evacuation  of  Bofton,  by  the  Britifh  troops,  in  1776. 
During  this  period  the  college  was  aflembled  at  Concord, 

On  the  capture  of  General  Burgoyne,  in  1777,  he,  and 
his  captured  troops,  were  located  at  Cambridge,  under  the 
fuperintendance  of  General  Heath,  as  prifoners  of  war. 

The  prefent  Conftitution  of  Maflachufetts  was  framed  at 
Cambridge,  in  1779,  by  a  Convention  chofen  by  the  feveral 
towns  in  the  Commonwealth.  It  was  referred  to  the  con- 
iideration  of  another  Convention.  The  inhabitants  of 
Cambridge,  after  propoling  feveral  amendments,  gave  an 
example  of  a  liberal  patriotifm,  effential  to  every  republican 
government,  which  muft  reft  on  the  will  of  the  majority. 
"  Willing  to  give  up  th'cir  6\Vn  opinion  in  lefler  matters, 
in  order  to  obtain  a  government  whofe  authority  might 
not  be  difputed,  and  which  they  wifhed  might  foon  be  ef- 
tablifhed  ;"  they  inftrucled  their  reprefentative  to  the  Con- 
vention, "in  their  name  and  behalf,  to  ratify  and  confirm 
the  proofed  form,  whether  the  amendments  be  made? 
or  not/']; 

In  1780,  tlie  church  members  en  the  fouth  fide  of 
Chaf \ci  river  in   Cambridge  preicnted  a  petition  to  the 

church, 

*  Town   Records.  f  Ibid.  J  Ibid. 
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church,  "  fignifying  their  defire  to  be  difmiffed,  and  incor- 
porated into  a  diftincl:  church,  for  enjoying  the  fpecial  or- 
dinances of  the  gofpel  more  conveniently  by  themfelves." 
The  church  voted  a  compliance  with  their  petition  \  and 
they  were  incorporated  on  the  23d  of  February,  1783. 
The  Reverend  John  Fofter  was  orda'iiied  to  their  paftoral 
charge,  November  4,  1784, 

In  1783,  in  confideration  of  the  "  very  advanced  age, 
arid  growing  infirmities,"  of  Dr.  Applet  on,  a  day  of  fail- 
ing and  prayer  was  obferved  by  the  church  and  congrega- 
tion, "  to  feek  of  God  divine  direction  and  affiftance  in  the 
important  affair  of  procuring  a  more  fixed  and  fettled 
preaching  and  adminifiration  of  the  word  and  ordinances 
among  them."  A  few  days  after,  "•  at  the  general  defire 
of  the  brethren  of  the  church,  as  well  as  in  compliance 
with  his  own  inclination  and  earneft  wifhes,"  Dr.  Applet  on 
appointed  a  meeting  of  the  brethren  of  the  church,  for  the 
purpofe  of  chooling  a  colleague,  for  his  affiftance  in  the 
miniftry.  The  church,  accordingly,  chofe  the  Reverend 
Timothy  Milliard  :  and,  the  fociety  concurring  in  the 
choice,  he  was  inftalled  the  fame  year. 

The  aged  and  venerable  Dr.  Appleton,  having,  agreeably 
to  his  defire,  lived  to  fee  his  country  again  bleft  with  peace5 
ind  his  church  furnifhed  with  a  worthy  paftor,  departed 
chis  life,  with  calmnefs  and  refignation,  early  m  the 
^ear  1784. 

In  1786,  the  prefent  alms-houfe,  in  Cambridge,  was  pur- 
:hafed,  repaired,  and  devoted  to  the  ufe  of  the  poor  of  the 
town. 

The  conduct  of  the  town  of  Cambridge,  in  the  memor- 
able Infurreclion  of  1786,  was  highly  to  its  honour.  ^A 
etter  was  directed  to  the  Selectmen  of  Cambridge,  written 
3y  defire  of  a  meeting  of  Committees  from  feveral  towns 
n  the  county  of  Middlefex,  "  requefting  their  concurrence 
n  a  County  convention  to  be  held  at  Concord  on  t^e  23d 
)f  Auguft,  in  order  to  confult  upon  matters  of  public 
grievances,  and  find  out  means  of  redrefs."  The  letter  be- 
ng  laid  before  the  town,  a  vote  was  paffed,  "  That  the  Se- 
eclmen  be  defired  to  anfwer  faid  letter,  and  exprefs  the  at- 
:achment  of  this  town  to  the  prefent  conftitution  and  ad- 
atiiniftration  of  Government,  and  alfo  to  exprefs  our  aver- 

fion 


33 


The  Hi/lory  of  Cambridge. 


Hon  to  ufe  any  irregular  means  for  compafling  an  end 
which  the  conititution  has  already  provided  for  ;  as  we 
know  of  no  Grievances  the  prefent  fyftem  of  Government 
is  inadequate  to  redrefs."* 

Mr.  Milliard  died  in  1790.  He  was  fucceeded  in  the 
miniftry  by  the  Compiler  of  this  Hiftory,  in  1792. 

A  "  Friendly  Fire  Society,"  confuting  of  twenty-eight 
perfons,  was  formed  in  this  town,  in  1797.  The  object  oi 
this  affociation  is,  to  prevent,  qr  mitigate,  the  evils  occa. 
floned  by  fire.  It  annually  choofes  a  Chairman,  Treafurer, 
Clerk,  and  Wardens  ;  and  already  poffefTes  a  decent  fund, 

The  Kine-Pox  was  introduced  at  Cambridge,  this  pre- 
fent  year,  by  ProfeiTor  Waterhoufe,  who  imported  the 
matter  from  England.  The  firft  who  was  inoculated  foi 
this  diforder,  in  America,  was  Daniel  Oliver  Waterhoufe. 
a  fon  of  the  Profefforc 
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A  Biographical  Sketch  of  the  Ministers  of  Cambridge 

Mr.  HOOKER. 
The  Reverend  Thomas  Hooker,  the  firft  minifter  oj 
Cambridge,  and  the  father  of  the  colony,  as  well  as  of  th( 
churches,  of  Connecticut,  was  born  at  Marfield,  in  Leicef 
terfhire,  in  1586.  He  was  educated  at  Emanuel  College, 
Cambridge,  in  England,  where  he  was  afterwards  promotec 
to  a  fellowfhip,  in  which  office  "  he  acquhted  himfelf  witr. 

fuel] 
*  Town   Records. 
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fiich  ability  and  faithfulnefs,  as  commanded  univerfal  ap- 
probation and  applaufe."  Upon  his  leaving  the  Univerfl- 
ty,  he  preached  occafionally  for  fome  time  in  London  ;  till, 
at  length,  in  1626,  he  was  chofen  Le&urer  at  Chelmsford. 
Here  he  preached,  with  great  fuccefs,  for  fever al  years,  and 
was  fo  well  beloved  by  the  neighbouring  clergy,  that, 
when  the  Bifhop  of  London  filenced  him  for  Nonconformi- 
ty, forty-feven  of  them  iigned  a  petition  in  his  favour,  tef- 
tifying,  That  Mr.  Hooker  was  orthodox  in  dodrine^  honefi  and 
fober  in  his  life  and  converfation,  of  a  peaceable  difpofition,  and 
no  ways  turbulent  or  facliousi  But  this  petition  had  no  effect 
on  the  imperious  and  inexorable  Laud.  Mr.  Hooker  was 
conftrained  to  lay  down  his  miniftry  ;  and  he  fet  up  a 
Grammar  School  at  a  village  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Chelmsford.  At  the  next  visitation,  however,  he  was  cited 
by  the  Bifhop  to  appear  before  the  High  Corhmiflion 
Court.  Thus  cruelly  perfecuted,  he  abfconded,  and  went 
to  Holland,  where  he  lived  two  or  three  years,  preaching 
fometimes  at  Delft,  and  fometimes  at  Rotterdam. 

In  1633,  he  came  to  New-England*  ;  and,  though  he 
had  been  "  ordained  a  preibyter  by  a  bifhop  in  England," 
he  was  ordained  "  then  again  by  the  brethren  at  New- 
town."f    He  was  a  man  of  "  the  moft  exemplary  piety, 

felf-denial, 

*  The  reafons  of  Mr.  Hooker's  removal  to  New-England  are  ftated 
in  a  letter  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cotton,  preferved  in  Gov.  Hutchinfon's 
4{  Collection  of  Papers." — "  The  tyieftions  you  demand,  I  had  rather 
anfwer  by  word  of  mouth,  than  by  letter,  yet  I  will  not  refufe  to  give 
you  account  of  my  brother  Hookers  rem o vail  and  mine  owne,  feinge  you 
require  a  reafon  thereof  from  us  both.  We  both  of  us  concurre  in  a 
3  fold  ground  of  removal.  1.  God  havinge  fhut  a  doore  againfr.  both 
of  us  from  miniftringe  to  him  and  his  people  in  our  wonted  congrega- 
tions, and  calling  us  by  a  remnant  of  our  people,  and  by  others  of  this 
countrye,  to  minifter  to  them  here,  and  opening  a  dore  to  us  this  way1, 
who  are  we  that  we  fhould  ftrive  againft  God  and  refufe  to  follow  the 
concurrence  of  his  ordinance  and  providence  together,  callinge  us  forth 
to  minifter  here.  If  we  may  and  ought  to  follow  God's  callinge  3  hun- 
dred myles,  why  not  3  thoufand  ?  2.  Our  Saviors  warrant  is  in  our 
cafe,  that  when  we  are  diftrefTed  in  our  courfe  in. one  country  (nequid 
dicam  gravius)  we  fhould  flee  to  another.  3.  It  hath  been  noe  fmall 
inducement  to  us,  to  choofe  rather  to  remove  hither,  than  to  flay  there, 
that  we  might  enjoye  the  libertye,  not  of  fome  ordinances  of  God,  but 

I  of  all,  and  all  in  purity." See  the  reafons  more  fully  ftated  in  Mr. 

!  Cotton's  letter  :  Hutch.  Coll.  p.  54. 

f  Prefident  Stiles's  Ele&ion.  Sermon,  fecond  edition,  103. 
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felf-denial,  patience,  and  goodnefs.— In  his  day,  he  was  one 
of  the  moft  animated  and  powerful  preachers  in  New-Eng. 
land.  In  his  fermons,  he  was  fearching,  experimental,  anci 
practical."  In  difputation  he  was  eminent.  During  hi* 
refidence  in  Holland,  he  became  intimately  acquainted  witi 
the  celebrated  Dr.  Ames^  author  of  Medulla  Theologia,  whe 
declared,  that  "  though  he  had  been  acquainted  with  man} 
fcholars,  of  divers  nations,  yet  he  never  met  with  Mr, 
Hooker's  equal,  either  for  preaching,  or  for  difputing."j 
In  prayer  he  excelled.  "  In  conversation  he  was  pleafanj 
and  entertaining,  but  always  grave.  He  was  exceedingly 
prudent  in  the  management  of  church  difcipline. — He  waj 
affable,  condefcending,  and  charitable  ;  yet  his  a,ppearanc$ 
and  conduct  were  with  fuch  becoming  majefty,  authority, 
and  prudence,  that  he  £ould  do  more  with  a  word,  or  | 
look,  than  other  men  could  do  with  a  fevere  difcipline** 
It  was  not  uncommon  for  him  to  give  away  five  or  tej 
pounds,  at  a  time,  to  perfons  in  indigence.  He  died  of  a$ 
epidemical  fever,  July  7,  1647,  setat.  lxii.  "  He  had  fqi 
many  years  enjoyed  a  comfortable  aiTurance  of  his  renewec 
eftate,  and  when  dying  faid,  /  an  going  to  receive  mercy.  H< 
clofed  his  own  eyes,  and  appeared  to  die  with  a  fmile  or 
his  countenance. "*  He  publifhed,  in  his  life  time,  leveraJ 
practical  treatifes  ;  and  his  friends,  after  his  death,  publilh- 
ed  feveral  of  his  fermons,  which  were  well  received.  "  Mr 
Hooker's  books  (fays  a  contemporary  writer)  are  of  grea* 
-requeft  among  the  faithful  people  of  CJirift."  His  princi- 
pal work,  entitled,  "  A  Survey  of  the  fumme  of  Church- 
Difcipline/'  was  tranferibed  "  under  the  eye  and  exact  re- 
view of  the  eminently  accomplifht  author  himfelfe,"  an$ 
fent  over  to  be  publiflied  in  England,  about  a  year  before 
his  death.  '•  But  it  was  then  buried/'  fays  Dr.  Goodwin, 
"  in  the  rude  waves  of  the  vaft  pcean,  with  many  precious 
faints  on  their  paffagc  hither."  Another  copy  of  it,  how- 
ever, 

X  Magnalia,  III.  61.  Dr.  Ames  defigned  to  follow  Mr.  Hooker; 
but  he  died  foon  after  Mr.  Hooker's  removal  from  Rotterdam.  His 
widow  and  children  came  afterward  to  New-England,  where  they  found 
in  Mr.  Hooker,  a  faithful  friend  and  beneficent  patron. 

The  great  Mr.  Cotton  pronounced  Mr.  Hooker  Vir  folcrtis  ingemiy 
aique  acerrimi  judicli. 

*  Trumbull's  Hill.  Connecticut.  See,  alfo,  Mather's  Magnalia, 
B.  III.  p.  58—68. 
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ever,  was  fent  to  England,  and  published  in  1648,  under 
the  infpe&ion  of  the  celebrated  Dr.  Thomas  Goodwin, 
(a  member  of  the  Affembly  of  Divines  at  Weftminfter,  and 
fome  time  Prefident  of  Magdalen  College  in  Oxford)  who 
fays,  "As  touching  this  Treatife  and  the  Worthy  author  of 
it— to  preface  any  thing  by  commendation  of  either  were 
to  lay  paint  upon  burniihed  marble,  or  add  light  unto  the 

fum" There  is  ho  infer ipt ion  on  Mr.  Hooker's  tomb- 

ftone.  An  hiftorian,t  who,  in  general,  is  not  entitled  to 
credence,  fays  truly  :  "  The  tomb  of  Mr.  Hooker  is  view- 
ed with  great  reverence." 

Mr.  STONE. 

The  Reverend  Samuel  Stone,  Mr.  Hooker's  affiilant 
in  the  miniftry,  was  educated  at  Emanuel  College,  in  Cam- 
bridge. a  He  was  eminently  pious  and  exemplary  ; 
abounded  in  failings  and  prayer  ;  and  was  a  moft  Uriel:  ob- 
ferver  of  the  chriftian  fabbath. — -His  fermons  were  doctrin- 
al, replete  with  fentiment,  concifely  and  clofely  applied. 
He  was  efteemed  one  of  the  moft  accurate  and  acute  dif- 
putants  of  his  day.  He  was  celebrated  for  his  great  wit, 
pleafantry,  and  good  humour*  His  company  was  courted 
by  ail  gentlemen  of  learning  and  ingenuity,  who  had  the 
happinefs  of  an  acquaintance  with  him.',#  After  a  xninif- 
try  of  thirty  years,  he  died  July  20,*  1663. 

His  Epitaph. 

New  England's  glory  and  her  radient  crown 
Was  he  who  now  in  fofteft  bed  of  down 
Till  glorious  Refurre&ion  morn  appear 
Doth  fafely,  fweetly  fleep  in  Jefus  here. 
In  nature's  folid  art  and  reafoning  well 
Tis  known  beyond  compare  he  did  excell 
Errors  corrupt  by  fmnewous  difpute 
He  did  oppugne  and  clearly  them  confute. 
Above  all  things  he  Chrift  above  prefer'd  : 
Hartford  1    thy  richeft  Jewel's  here  interr'd. 

Mr. 


f  Peters. 

*  Trumbull's  Hiftory  of  Connecticut,  I.  326  :  and  New-England's 
Memorial,  179.  For  a  more  particular  account  of  Mr.  Kcoker  and 
Mr,  Stone,  fee  Mather's  Magnalia,  III.  58  &  1 16. 
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Mr.  SHEPARD. 

The  Reverend  Thomas  Shlpard  was  born  in  Tow- 
cefter,  near  Northampton,  in  Great-Britain,  November  5, 
1605.  He  was  the  fon  of  Mr.  William  Shepard,  who  call- 
ed him  Tbemas,  becaufe  his  birth  was  fuppofed  to  be  at  the 
very  hour,  when  the  Gunpowder  Treafon  was  defigned  to 
be  perpetrated  ;  a  plot,  concerning  which  he  obferved, 
"  This  child  of  his  would  hardly  believe  that  ever  fuch 
wickednefs  could  be  attempted  by  the  fons  of  men."  At 
the  age  of  fifteen,  he  became  prepared  for  the  univerfity, 
and  entered  Emanuel  College  in  Cambridge.  Here,  after 
a  refidence  of  about  two  years,  he  was  impreffed  with  very 
powerful  convictions  of  his  mifery  in  unregencracy,  which, 
though  occafionally  fufpended,  were  effectually  renewed 
through  the  inffru mentality  of  that  celebrated  Divine,  Dr. 
Prefton,  in  1624.  From  this  time,  he  gave  himfelf  to 
daily  meditation,  which  he  attended  every  evening  before 
fuppcr. — Having  proceeded  A.  M.  at  Cambridge,  he  ac- 
cepted an  invitation  to  EarPs  Coin,  where  he  held  a  lec- 
ture, fupported  by  the  pious  charity  of  Dr.  Wilfon,  for 
three  years.  At  the  clofe  of  this  term,  the  inhabitants  of 
Earl's  Coin  were  fo  reluctant  to  part  with  him,  that  they 
railed  a  falary  among  themfelves  for  his  fupport  ;  and  pre- 
vailed on  him  to  continue  with  them.  Although  he  was 
yet  a  young  man,  there  was  an  unufual  majefty  and  ener- 
gy in  his  preaching,  and  a  holinefs  in  his  life,  which  ren- 
dered him  eminently  ufeful  to  his  own  people,  and  to  the 
towns  in  the  vicinity,  from  which  feveral  afterwards  ac- 
companied him  to  New-England,  to  enjoy  the  benefit  of 
liis  miniftry. 

When  Dr.  Eaud  became  bifhop  of  London,  Mr.  Shepard 
was  filenced  for  his  Puritanifm.  Being  invited  into  York- 
fliire,  he  officiated  there,  for  fome  time,  as  a  private  chap- 
lain, in  the  family  of  Sir  Richard  Darly,  whofe  near  kinf- 
woman  he  afterwards  married.  To  that  family  and  neigh- 
bourhood he  appears  to  have  been'  a  great  blefling.  Bifhop 
Neal  refufing  him  liberty  for  his  miniftry  without  fubferip- 
iion  ;  he  removed  to  Heddon,  in  Northumberland,  where 
his  labours  were   very  iuccefsful.      But  the  zeal  of  the 

bifhop 


"The  tliftory  of  Cambridge,  43 

bifhop  reached  him,  even  in  this  remote  corner  of  the  king- 
dom, and  prohibited  him  from  preaching  here  any  more.* 
The  removal  of  Mr.  Cotton,  Mr.  Hooker,  Mr.  Stone, 
and  others,  to  America  had  already  excited  many  pious 
people,  in  various  parts  of  England,  to  contemplate  a  iimilar 
removal.  Several  of  Mr.  Shepard's  friends,  in  New- 
England,  and  others  who  purpofed  a  removal,  uniting 
their  felicitations,  at  this  jundure,  he  refolved  to  repair  to 
this  new  plantation.  Having,  accordingly,  preached  his 
farewell  lermon  at  Newcaftle,  he  went  in  difguife  to 
Ipfwich,  and  thence  to  Earl's  Coin  ;  whence,  accom- 
panied by  Mr.  Norton,  he  went  to  Yarmouth,  intending 
to  embark  there  for  New-England.  Purfuivants,  however, 
were  employed  to  apprehend  him.  Thefe  purfuivants, 
having  difcovered  Mr.  Shepard's  quarters,  had,  by  a  fum 
of  money,  obtained  a  promife,  from  a  boy  belonging  to 
the 

*  The  following  extract  from  Mr.  Shepard's  MS.  Diary,  fumifhes 
an  interesting  fpecimen  of  the  barbarous  treatment,  which  our  pious 
anceftors  received,  under  the  inquifitorial  domination  of  bifhop  Laud  : 
**  Dec.  16,  1630.  I  was  inhibited  from  preaching  in  the  Diocefs  of 
London,  by  Doctor  Laud,  bifhop  of  that  Diocefs.  As  foon  as  I  came 
in  the  morning,  about  8  of  the  clock,  falling  into  a  fit  of  rage  he  afked 
me,  What  degree  I  had  taken  at  the  Univerjity  ?  I  anfwered  him,  I  was  a, 
Matter  of  Arts.  He  afked,  Of  what  College  ?  I  anfwered,  Of  Eman- 
uel. He  afked,  How  long  I  had  lived  in  his  Diocefs  P  I  anfwered,  Three 
years  and  upwards.  He  afked,  Who  maintained  me  all  this  while  ? 
charging  me  to  deal  plainly  with  him,  adding  withal,  that  he  had  been 
more  cheated  and  equivocated  with  by  fome  of  my  malignant  Faction 
than  ever  was  man  by  Jefuit.  At  the  fpeaking  of  which  words  he 
look'd  as  tho'  blood  would  have  gufh'd  out  of  his  face,  and  did  ihake 
as  if  he  had  been  haunted  with  an  Ague  Fit,  to  my  apprehenfion,  by  rea- 
fon  of  his  extream  malice  and  fecret  venom.  I  defired  him  to  excufe  me  : 
He  fell  then  to  threaten  me,  and  withal  to  bitter  railing,  calling  me  all 
tp  naught,  faying,  You  prating  coxcomb  !  Do  you  think  all  the  Learning  is 
in  your  brain  ?  He  pronounced  his  fentence  thus  :  I  charge  you,  that  you 
neither  Preach,  Read,  Marry,  Bury,  or  exercife  any  Miniflerial  Funclion  in 
any  part  of  my  Dioceft  ;  for  if  you  do,  and  I  hear  of  it,  Pll  be  upon  your 
lack,  and  follow  you  wherever  you  go,  in  any  part  of  the  kingdom,  and  fo  ever* 
lajlbigly  difenable  you.  I  befought  him  not  to  deal  £o,  in  regard  of  a 
poor  Town  ;  and  here  he  ftopt  me  in  what  1  was  going  on  to  fay,  A 
poor  Town  I  you  have  made  a  company  of  feditious  faclious  Bedlams  ;  and 
what  do  you  prate  to  me  of  a  poor  Town  ?  I  prayed  him  to  fuffer  me  to 
catechife  in  the  Sabbath  Days  in  the  afternoon  :  He  replied,  Spare  your 
breath,  Pll  have  no  fuch  fellows  prate  in  my  Diocefs,  get  you  gone,  and  now 
■make  your  complaints  to  whom  you  will.  So  away  I  went  ;  and  blefTed  be 
God  that  I  may  go  to  him." 
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the  houfe  where  he  lodged,  to  open  the  door  for  them  at 
a  certain  hour  of  the  night.  But  by  the  lingular  provi* 
dence  of  God,  the  defign  was  fruflrated.  Some  ferious 
expreffions  of  Mr.  Shepard  being  uttered  in  the  hearing 
of  this  boy,  he  was  ftruck  with  horror  at  the  thought,  that 
he  mould  be  fo  wicked  as  to  betray  fo  good  a  man  ;  and, 
with  tears,  difcovered  the  whole  plot  to  his  pious  mailer, 
who  took  care  immediately  to  convey  Mr.  Shepard  out  of 
the  reach  of  his  enemies. 

Toward  the  clofe  of  the  year  1634,  Mr.  Shepard  em, 
barked  at  Harwich  ;  but  in  a  few  hours  the  Ihip  was  driv- 
en back  into  Yarmouth  road,  where  arofe  one  of  the  moft 
tremendous  ftorms  ever  known.  The  Ihip  was  almoft 
miraculoully  faved,  but  fo  materially  damaged  that  the 
propofed  voyage  was  relinquilhed.*  Mr.  Shepard,  after 
fpending  the  winter  at  Baftwick,  went,  in  the  fpring,  to 
London,  where,  by  a  removal  of  his  lodgings,  he  again 
narrowly  efcaped  his  purfuivants.  In  July,  he  failed  from 
Gravefend,  and,  on  the  third  of  October,  1635,  after  a 
hazardous  voyage,  he  arrived  at  Bofton.  His  friends  at 
Newtown  [Cambridge]  foon  conducted  him  to  that  infant 
fettlement,  deltined  to  be  the  field  of  his  future  labours. 

After  a  diligent,  laborious,  and  fuccefsful  minillry,  he 
died  of  the  quinfy,  Auguft  25,  1649,  aetat.  xliv.  On  his 
death-bed,  he  faid  to  the  young  minifters  around  him, 
"  That  their  work  was  great,  and  called  for  great  feriouf- 
nefs  ;"  and  mentioned  to  them  three  things  concerning 
himfelf  :  "  That  the  ftudy  of  every  fermon  coil:  him  tears  ; 
That  before  he  preached  any  Sermon  he  got  good  by  it 
himfelf;  and,  That  he  always  went  into  the  pulnit,  as  if 
he  were  to  give  up  his  accounts  to  his  Mailer." 

He  is  faid  to  have  been  "  a  poore,  weake,  pale  complec-. 
tioned  man."  He  was  diflinguilhed  for  his  humility  and 
piety  ;  and  as  a  preacher  of  evangelical  truth,  and  an  au- 
thor on  experimental  religion,  he  was  one  of  the  foremofl 

of 

*  "  In  the  meane  time,  the  matter,  and  other  teamen,  made  a  fhange 
conftruclion  of  the  fore  ftorme  they  met  withall,  faying,  their  fhip  was 
bewitched  ;  and  therefore  made  ufe  of  the  common  charme  ignorant 
people  ufe,  nailing  two  red  hot  horfe  Ihoos  to  their  maine  mad." 

Wonder-working  Providence* 
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of  his  day.f  He  was  an  influential  patron  of  learning,  as 
well  as  of  religion,  and  was  zealous  in  promoting  the  in- 
terefts  of  the  infant  college,  as  well  as  thofe  of  the  infant 
church,  at  Cambridge,!  "  By  his  death,  not  only  the 
church  and  people  at  Cambridge,  but  alfo  all  New-England, 
fuftained  a  very  great  lofs.  He  not  only  preached  the  gof- 
pel  profitably  and  fuccefsfully,  but  alfo  left  behind  him  dL 
vers  worthy  works  of  fpecial  ufe,  in  reference  unto  the 
clearing  up  the  ftate  of  the  foul  toward  God."  || 
Mr, 

f  Prefident  Edwards  ftyles  Mr.  Shepard  "  that  famous  experimental 
!  divine  5"  and,  in  his  very  judicious  and  elaborate  "  Treatife  concerning 
Religious  Aifeclions,"  makes  a  greater  ufe  of  his  writings,  particularly 
of  his  "  Parable  of  the  Ten  Virgins,"  than  of  any  other  writings  what- 
ever. 

Johnfon,  who  wrote  a  few  years  after  Mr.  Shepard's  death,  fays  2 
%i  Thoufands  of  fouls  have  caufe  to  bleffe  God  for  him  even  at  this  very 
day,  who  are  the  feal  of  his  miniftrey,  and  hee  a  man  of  a  thoufand,  in- 
dued with  abundance  of  true  faving  knowledge  for  liimfelfe  and 
others."* — Later  writers  have  not  overlooked  Mr.  Shepard's  antiquated 
merit.  Dr.  Mayhew,  in  one  of  his  controverfial  effays,  mentions  him 
as  a  perfon  of  great  note  in  his  day,  and  a  learned  man.  Dr.  Chaun- 
cy,  in  his  "  Seasonable  Thoughts,"  quotes  him  with  great  refpecl,  ftyling 
him,  in  different  parts  of  his  work,  *i  the  memorable,"  "  the  cele- 
brated," "  the  famous"  Shepard. 

J  In  1644,  he  wrote  to  the  Commiffioners  of  the  United  Colonies, 
reprefenting  the  neceffity  of  further  affiftance  for  needy  fcholars  at 
Cambridge  j  and  defired  them  to  encourage  a  general  contribution 
through  the  colonies.  The  Commiffioners  approved  the  motion,  aivd 
recommended  it  to  the  confideration  of  the  Legislatures  of  the  feveral 
colonies,  which  adopted  the  recommendation  ;  and  an  annual  contribu- 
tion was,  accordingly,  made  through  the  United  Colonies,  for  many 
fubfequent  years.  Trumbull's  Hiji.  Conned.  I.  148.  Hazard's  Hiji.  CoU 
leCtions,  II.  17,  where  Mr.  Shepard's  Proposition  to  the  Commijfioners  is 
preferved  entire. 

[}  Morton. — Mr.  Shepard's  monument  is  not  now  diftinguifhable 
among  the  tombs.  In  the  burying  ground  in  Cambridge,  there  are 
feveral  monuments,  of  hard  ftone,  with  incifions,  evidently  defigned  to 
admit  a  fofter  ftone  with  an  infcription.  By  the  ravages  of  time,  or  of 
facrilegious  hands,  thefe- inlet  ftones  are  now  removed,  and  the  infcrip- 
tions  are  unhappily  loft.  But  for  this  injury,  we  might,  perhaps,  now 
have  the  melancholy  pleafure  of  vifiting  the  monuments  of  the  pious 

and 

*  Wander-working  Providence}  xxxiv.  This  very  fcarce  and  valuable  hook, 
(obligingly  put  into  my  bands  by  the  venerable  antiquarian  Judge  Cranch,  of 
^uincey,)  was  jirjl  puhlifb&d  without  the  author's  name  ;  andy  afterward,  erro- 
neoujly  afcribed  tojtr  F.  Gorges.  The  real  author  was  Mr.  Johnfon,  ofWoburn% 
in  JV.  England.  See  Preface  of  Prince's  Chron.  ii. 
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Mr.  Shepard's  printed  works  are  :  Thefes  Sabbatica,  "  in 
which  he  hath  handled  the  morality  of  the  fabbath,  with  a 
degree  of  reafon,  reading,  and  religion,  whieh  is  truly  ex- 
traordinary."    [C.  Mather.] 

A  Difcourfe,  in  which  is  handled  the  controverfy  of  the 
Catholic  vifible  church,  "  tending  to  clear  up  the  eld  way 
of  Chrift,  in  the  churches  of  New-England." 

A  Letter  on  "  The  church  memberfliip  of  children,  and 
their  right  to  baptifme."  This  letter  was  printed  at  Cam- 
bridge,  1663. 

A  Letter,  entitled,  "  New-England's  Lamentation  for 
Old  England's  errors." 

A  Sermon,  entitled,  "  Cautions  againil  fpiritual  drum 
kennefs." 

A  Treatife,  entitled,  "  Subjection  to  Chrift,  in  all  his 
Ordinances  and  Appointments,  the  beft  means  to  prefervc 
bur  liberty  :"  to  which  is  fubjoined  another  Treatife. 
u  Concerning  ineffectual  hearing  of  the  Word." 

"  The  Sincere  Convert,"  which  the  author  called  his 
ragged  child,  on  account  of  its  incorreclnefs,  it  having 
been  furreptitioufly  publifhed. 

cc  The  Sound  Believer,"  which  is  a  difcriminating  Treat- 
ife on  Evangelical  Converfion. 

"  The  Parable  of  the  Ten  Virgins,"  a  pofthumous  work, 
in  folio,  transcribed  from  his  fcrmons,  preached  at  his 
Lecture  from  June  1636  to  May  1640  ;  concerning  which 
the  venerable  divines  Greenhil,  Calamy,  Am,  and  Taylor 
obferved,  "  That  though  a  vein  of  ferious,  folid  and  hearty 
piety  run  through  all  this  author's  works  ;  yet  he  hath 
refer ved  the  beft  wine  till  the  laft." 

"  Singing  of  Pfalmes  a  Gofpel-Ordinance,"  which,  in  the 
title-page,  is  faid  to  be  "  By  John  Cotton,  Teacher  of  the 
Church  at  Bofton  in  New  England  ;"  but  which  was  real- 
ly, in  fubftance,  the  work  of  Mr.  Shepard.  On  a  blank 
leaf  of  the  copy  now  before  me,  there  is  the  following 
memorandum,  probably  written  by  the  Rev.  Thomas  Shep- 

ard^ 

and  renowned  Shepard  and  Mitchel,  and  of  others,  of  revered  mem- 
ory.— The  flab,  which  covered  the  grave  of  the  great  Prefident  Chaun- 
fey,  is  broken  into  three  pieces  ;  and  the  fragments  are  carefully  laid 
afide.  A  line  of  Horace  would  form  an  appoiite  infeription  for  the 
tomb  of  many  a  great  and  good  man  : 

Oblitufque  toeonxrn  oblivifcendus  ct  illis. 
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ard,  of  Charleftown,  whofe  name  is  on  the  book  :  "  Mr. 
Edward  Bulkley,  pailor  of  the  church  of  Chrift  in  Con- 
cord, told  me  Sept.  20,  1674,  that  when  he  boarded  at  Mr. 
Cotton's  houfe  at  the  firft  coming  forth  of  this  book  of 
finging  of  Pfalmes,  Mr.  Cotton  told  him  that  my  fa- 
ther Shepard  had  the  chief  hand  in  the  composing  of 
it,  and  therefore  Mr.  Cotton  faid,  I  am  troubled  that  my 
brother  Shepard's  name  is  not  prefixed  to  it." — -It  is  a 
quarto,  of  72  pages,  and  was  printed  at  London,  in  1647. 

"  The  clear  Sun-Shine  of  the  Gofpel  upon  the  Indians," 
publifhed  in  London  1648. 

Neal  mentions  a  work  of  Mr.  Shepard,  entitled,  "  Evan- 
gelical Call,"  as  one  of  his  moil  noted  Treatifes.  I  find.no 
notice  of  it  elfewhere. 

"  Selecl:  Cafes  refolved  :"  "  Firft  Principles  of  the  Ora- 
cles of  God,  or,  Sum  of  Chriftian  Religion  :"  (i  Medita- 
tions and  Spiritual  Experiences,"  extracted  from  Mr. 
Shepard' s  Private  Diary.  Thefe  three  were  publiflied  by 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Prince,  of  Bofton,  (the  lalt  of  them  from  the 
original  MS.)  in  1 747.  The  Select  Cafes  and  Firft  Princi- 
ples were  publiflied  together,  firft  at  London,  and  then  at 
Edinburgh,  in  1648  ;  and  have,  fince,  pafTed  through  fev- 
eral  editions. 

Mr.  MITCHEL, 

The  Reverend  Jonathan  Mitchel  was  born  at  Hali- 
fax, in  Yorkfhire,  in  Great-Britain,  in  1624.  His  parents 
were  exemplary  Chriftians,  who,  by  the  impofitions  and 
perfecutions  of  the  Englilh  hierarchy,  were  conftrained  to 
feek  an  afylum  in  New-England,  in  1635  5  at  which  time 
they  brought  over  their  fon  Jonathan,  then  eleven  years  of 
age.  Their  firft  fettlement  was  at  Concord,  in  Manachu- 
fetts  ;  whence,  a  year  after,  they  removed  to  Saybrook,  in 
Connecticut ;  and,  not  long  after,  to  Wethersfield.  Their 
next  removal  was  to  Stamford  ;  where  Mr.  Mitchel,  the 
father,  died  in  1645,  setat.  lv. 

The  claflical  ftudies  of  his  fon  Jonathan  were  fufpended 
for  feveral  years,  after  his  arrival  in  America  ;  but,  "  on 
the  earneft  advice  of  fome  that  had  obferved  his  great  ca- 
pacity,"  they  were,  at  length,  refumed,  in  164.2.* 

*  C.  Mather.  Dr.  Increafe  Mather  afcribes  this  meafure  to  his 
father's  influence,     «  After  Mr.  Mitchel  was  arrived  in  New-England, 

he 
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In  1645,  at  tne  age  °f  twenty-one,  he  entered  Harvard 
College.  Here,  he  became  religioufly  impreffed,  under  Mr. 
Shepard's  miniftry,  which  he  fo  highly  eftimated  as,  after- 
ward, to  obferve,  u  Unlefs  it  had  been  four  years  living  in 
heaven,  I  know  not  how  I  could  have  more  caufe  to  blefs 
God  with  wonder,  than  for  thofe  four  years,"  fpent  at  the 
Univerfity.  He  was  an  indefatigable  ftudent,  and  made 
great  acquirements  in  knowledge  and  virtue.  His  extraor^ 
dinary  learning,  wifdom,  gravity,  and  piety,  occafioned  ari 
early  application  of  fcveral  of  the  moft  confiderable  church* 
es,  for  his  fervices  in  the  miniftry.  The  church  at  Hart* 
ford,  in  particular,  fent  for  him  with  the  intention  of  his 
becoming  fucceffor  to  the  famous  Mr.  Hooker.  He  preach* 
ed  his  firft  fermon  at  Hartford,  June  24,  1649  ?  anc^  on 
the  day  following,  was  invited  to  a  fettlement  in  the  min- 
iftry, in  that  refpectable  town.  Having,  however,  beeri 
previoufly  importuned  by  Mr.  Shepard,  and  the  principal 
members  of  his  fociety,  to  return  to  Cambridge,  free  from 
any  engagement,  with  a  view  to  a  fettlement  there  ;  he 
declined  an  acceptance  of  the  invitation  at  Hartford,  and 
returned  to  Cambridge,  where  he  preached  for  the  firft 
time  Auguft  12,  1649.  Here  a  providential  opening  was 
foon  made  for  his  induction  into  the  miniftry.  Mr.  Shep* 
ard  died  on  the  25th  of  the  fame  month  ;  and,  by  the 
unanimous  defirc  of  the  people  of  Cambridge,  Mn  Mitchel 
was  now  invited  to  become  his  fucceffor.  He  accepted  the 
invitation  ;  and  was  ordained  Auguft  21,  1650* 

Soon  after  his  fettlement,  he  was  called  to  a  peculiar 
trial.  Prelident  Dunfter,  who  had  formerly  been  his  tu- 
tor, about  this  time  imbibed  the  principle  of  antipedobap- 
tifm  •,  and  preached  fome  fcrmons  againft  the  adminiftra* 
tion  of  baptifm  to  any  infant  whatever.  Mr.  Mitchel, 
young  as  he  then  was,  felt  it  incumbent  on  him  openly  to 
combat  this  principle- ;  and  conducted,  in  this  delicate  and 
difficult  cafe,  with  fuch  judgment,  moderation,  and  meeknefs 
cfwifdom,  as  would  have  well  become  the  experience  and 
improvement  of  advanced  age.     Although  this  controver- 

<y 

he  employed  his  fon  Jonathan  in  fecular  affairs  ;  but  the  fpirit  of  the 
child  was  ilrongly  fet  for  learning,  and  he  prayed  my  father  to  perfuade 
his  father  that  he  might  have  a  learned  education.  My  father's  perfua- 
fions  happily  prevailed." 
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fy  occafioned  the  Prefident's  removal  from  Cambridge  ; 
yet  Mr.  Mitchel  continued  to  cultivate  an  efteern  for  him, 
and,  after  his  deceafe,  paid  a  refpeelful  tribute  to  his  mefn- 
ory,  in  an  elegy,  replete  with  expreffions  of  that  noble  and 
catholic  fpirit,  which  characterized  its  author.* 

Such  were  his  literary  acquirements,  and  fo  refpeclable 
his  character,  that,  fo  early  as  the  year  1650,  he  was  chofen 
a  Tutor  and  a  Fellow  of  Harvard  College,! 

He  was  a  very  influential  member  of  the  Synod,  which 
met  at  Bofton  in  1662,  to  difcufs  and  fettle  an  interefting 
queftion  concerning  church-memberfhip  and  church-difei-. 
pline,  and  chiefly  compofed  the  Refult  of  that  fynod. 
"The  determination  of  the  queftion  at  laft,"  fays  Dr. 
Mather,  €5  was  more  owing  to  him  than  to  any  man  in  the 
world."  The  divine  Head  of  the  church  "  made  this 
great  man,  even  while  he  was  yet  a  young  man,  one  of  the 
greateft  inftruments  we  ever  had  of  explaining  and  main- 
taining the  truths  relating  to  the  church-ftaie  of  the  -pojlerity 
in  our  churches,  and  of  the  church-care  which  our  churches 
owe  to  their  pofterity."! — He  was  a  man  of  lingular  acute* 
nefs,  prudence,  and  moderation  ;  and  was,  therefore,  emi- 
nently qualified  to  difcern  the  truth,  in  difficult  and  per* 
plexing  cafes,  and  to  adjuft  the  differences  of  difputants.§ 
Hence,  in  ecclefiaftical  Councils,  to  which  he  was  frequent- 
ly invited,  and  in  weighty  cafes,  where  the  General  Court 
frequently  confulted  the  minifters,  "  the  fenfe  and  hand  of 
no  man  was  relied  more  upon  than  his,  for  the  exact:  refult 

, of 

*  The  condud:  of  botn  parties,  on  this  occafion,  does  them  lingular 
honour  ;  and  furnifhes  an  example  worthy  of  imitation- in  the  prefent 
age,  an  age  which  is  frequently  cenfuring  the  bigotry  of  the  pious  an- 
cefiors  of  New-England,  in  contrail  with  its  own  catholicifm.  Prefident. 
Dunfter  "  died  in  fuch  harmony  of  affection  with  the  good  men,  who 
had  been  the  authors  of  his  removal  from  Cambridge,  that  he,  by  his 
Will,  ordered  his  body  to  be  carried  to  Cambridge  for  its  burial,  and 
bequeathed  legacies  to  thofe  very  perfons." 

Magnalia,  III.  100.  IV.  15$. 

f  Mr.  Samuel  Mather  and  Mr.  Mitchel  were  the  firft  that  were  elect- 
ed Fellows  in  this  feminary.  In  the  infancy  of  the  inftitution,  a  Tutor 
was,  ex  officio,  a  Fellow  of  the  college. 

\  Magnalia, 

§  The  celebrated  Mr.  Baxter  faid  of  him,  "  If  an  (Ecumenical  Coun- 
cil could  be  obtained,  Mr.  Mitchel  were  worthy  to  be  its  Moderator. * 

C*  Mather* 
H 
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of  all."  The  great  Prefident  Chauncey,  though  much 
older  than  he,  and  though  openly  oppofed  to  him  at  the 
Synod,  faid,  at  the  very  height  of  the  controverfy  :  "  I 
know  no  man  in  this  world  that  I  could  envy  fo  much  as 
worthy  Mr.  Mitchel,  for  the  great  holinefs,  learning,  wif- 
dom,  and  meeknefs,  and  other  qualities  of  an  excellent 
fpirit,  with  which  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  hath  adorned 
him." 

Morton,  who  was  contemporary  with  Mr.  Mitchel,  fays  : 
"  He  was  a  perfon  that  held  very  near  communion  with 
God  ;  eminent  in  wifdom,  piety,  humility,  love,  felf-denial, 
and  of  a  companionate  and  tender  heart  ;*  furpafling  in  pub- 
lic fpiritednefs  ;  a  mighty  man  in  prayer,  and  eminent  at 
ftanding  in  the  gap  ;  he  was  zealous  for  order,  and  faithful 
in  averting  the  truth  againft  all  oppugners  of  it."t 

Dr.  Increafe  Mather,  who  was  personally  and  intimately 
acquainted  with  him,  fays  :  "  He  was  blefled  with  admira- 
ble natural  as  well  as  acquired  parts.  His  judgment  was 
folid,  deep,  and  penetrating  ;  his  memory  was  ftrong,  and 
vaftly  capacious.  He  wrote  his  fermons  very  largely  ;  ancl 
then  ufed,  with  enlargements,  to  commit  all  to  his  memo- 
ry, without  once  looking  into  his  bible,  after  he  had 
named  his  text  ;  and  yet  his  fermons  were  fcriptural." 

As  a  preacher,  he  was  difringuifhed  for  "  an  extraordi- 
nary invention,  curious  difpofition,  and  copious  applica- 
tion." His  voice  was  melodious,  and  his  delivery  is  faid 
to  have  been  "  inimitable."  He  fpoke  with  "  a  tranfcen-. 
dent  majefty  and  livelinefs,"  and  toward  the  clofe  of  his 
difcourfes,  his  fervency  rofe  to  "  a  marvellous  meafure  of 
energy." 

He  was  pallor  of  the  church  of  Cambridge  about  eigh- 
teen yearc  :  and  "  was  rnoft  intenfe  and  faithful"  in  his 
work.  "  He  went  through  a  great  part  of  the  body  of 
divinity  ;  made  a  very  excellent  expofition  of  the  book  of 

Gen  efts, 

*  Colonel  V^  halley  and  Colonel  Gcfic,  two  of  the  Judges  oi  King 
Charles  I.  on  the  day  of  their  arrival  in  New-England,  July  i65o, 
came  to  Cambridge,  where  they  refided  till  February  following,  and 
were  treated  with  the  kindeft  hofpitality  and  friendfhip  by  Mr.  Mitchel, 
who  admitted  them  to  the  facrament,  and  to  private  meetings  for  devo- 
tion. Hutchinfon'i  Hi/},  of  Majfachufetts,  I.  21$.  Prefident  Stiles' s  IJh?> 
of  Three  of  the  Judges  of  Charles  I.  *8. 

f  New-England's  Memorial.  201. 
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Genefis-,  and  part  of  Exodus,  and  delivered  many  fruitful 
and  profitable  fermons  on  the  four  firft  chapters  of  John." 
He  held,  alfo,  a  monthly  Lecture,  which  was  "  abundantly 
frequented,"  by  the  people  of  the  neighbouring  towns,  as 
well  as  by  his  own  fociety.  "  His  race  was  but  fhort,  but 
the  work  he  did  was  very  much." — Juft  after  he  had  been 
preaching  on  thefe  words,  /  know  that  thou  wilt  bring  me  to 
death,  and  unto  the  houfe  appointed  for  all  the  living,  as  he  came 
out  of  the  pulpit,  he  was  feized  with  a  fever,  which  termi- 
nated his  life  July  9,  1668,  in  the  forty-third  year  of  his 
age,  and  eighteenth  of  his  miniftry. 

Dr.  I.  Mather  fays,  he  "  never  knew  any  death  that 
caufed  fo  great  a  mourning  and  lamentation  generally  :  He 
was  greatly  loved  and  honoured  throughout  all  the  church- 
es, as  well  as  in  Cambridge,  and  admired  by  the  moil  com- 
petent judges  of  real  worth." 

Very  few  of  his  writings  were  ever  published.  I  can  ob- 
tain notice  of  the  following  only  :  , 

A  Letter  of  counfel  to  his  brother,  written  while  he  re- 
sided at  the  Univerfity  ; 

An  Election  Sermon,  on  Nehem.  ii.  1  o,  entitled  "  Ne- 
hemiah  upon  the  wall  ;"  preached  May  15,  1667  5%and 
printed  at  Cambridge  ; 

A  Letter  concerning  the  fubject  of  Baptifme,  printed 
at  Cambridge,  1675  ; 

"  A  Difcourfe  of  the  Glory  to  which  God  hath  called 
Believers  by  Jefus  Ckrift,"  printed  at  London,  after  his 
death,  with  the  Letter  to  his  brother  affixed  5  and  re- 
printed at  Boflon,  in  a  duodecimo  volume,  in  172 1. 

Mr.  OAKES. 

The  Reverend  Urian  Oakes  was  born  in  England 
about  the  year  1631  ;  and  was  brought  to  America  in  his 
childhood.  From  this  early  period,  he  was  diftinguiihed 
for  the  fweetnefs  of ,  his  difpofition,  which  characterized 
him  through  life.  He  was  educated  at  Harvard  College, 
where  he  graduated  in  1649.  While  very  young,  and 
fmall,  he  publiihed,  at  Cambridge,  a  fet  of  Agronomical 
Calculations,  with  this  appofite  motto  : 

Parvum  parva  decent,  fed  ineft  fua  gratia  parvis. 

Soon 
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Soon  after  his  graduation,  he  went  to  England,  where, 
after  having  been  fame  time  a  chaplain  to  an  eminent  per- 
fonage,  he  became  fettled  in  the  miniftry  at  Titchfield. 
Being  filenccd,  however,  in  1662,  in  common  with  the 
nonconforming  minifters  throughout  the  nation  (by  Aft  xiv. 
Car.  2)  ;  he  refided  a  while  in  the  family  of  Colonel  Nor- 
ton, a  man  of  great  merit  and  refpectability,  who,  on  this 
occafion,  afforded  him  an  afylum.  When  the  violence  of 
the  perfecution  abated,  he  returned  to  the  exercife  of  his 
miniftry  in  another  congregation,  as  colleague  with  Mr. 
Simmons.  Such  was  his  celebrity  for  learning  and  piety, 
for  minifterial  abilities  and  fidelity,  that  the  church  and  fo- 
ciety  of  Cambridge,  on  the  deceafe  of  Mr.  Mitchel,  were 
induced  to  invite  hhn  to  their  paftoral  charge.  They  fent 
a  mefTenger  to  England,  to  prefent  him  with  the  invita- 
tion ;  which,  with  the  approbation  of  a  council  of  minif- 
ters, he  accepted.  After  repeated  delays,  occafioned  by 
the  ficknefs  and  death  of  his  wife,  and  by  a  fubfequent 
perfonal  illnefs,  he  came  to  America,  and  commenced  his 
miniftry  at  Cambridge,  November  8,  1 67  r . 

So  diftinguifhed  was  he  for  his  learning  and  abilities, 
and  for  his  patronage  of  the  interefts  of  literature,  that, 
in  1675,  he  was  invited  to  the  prefidency  of  Harvard  Col- 
lege, as  fucceftbr  to  Prefident  Hoar.  He  accepted  the  in- 
vitation ;  and  officiated  as  Prefident,  ftill  retaining  the 
charge  of  his  flock,  for  about  fix  years,  when  his  ufeful 
life  was  fuddenly  brought  to  a  clofe.-  He  had  been  fubjecl: 
to  a  quartan  ague,  which  often  interrupted  .his  public  fer- 
vices.  A  malignant  fever  now  feized  him,  and,  in  a  day 
or  two,  proved  mortal.  His  congregation,  aifembling  on 
a  Lord's-day,  when  the  Lord's  Supper  was  to  have  been 
adminiftercd,  were  affectingly  furprifed  to  find  their  re- 
fpected  and  beloved  paftor  in  the  pangs  of  death.  He  died 
July  25,  168 1,  in  the  fiftieth  year  of  his  age,  and  tenth  of 
his  miniftry  at  Cambridge. 

He  was  eminent  for  his  knowledge  and  piety,  and  was 
a  very  engaging  and  ufeful  preacher.  "  Confidered  as  a 
fcholar,  he  was,"  fays  Dr.  C.  Mather,  "  a  notable  critic  in 
all  the  points  of  learning  ;    and  well  verfed  in  every  point 

of 
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of  the  Great  Circle"* — "  He  did  the  fervice  of  a  Prefident, 
even  as  he  did  all  other  fervices,  faithfully  3  learnedly  3  inde- 
fatigably."  Dr.  Increafe  Mather  5  whofe  characters  appear 
to  be  drawn  with  more  exad:  difcrimination  than  thofe  of 
his  fon  Cotton,  fays  :  "  An  age  doth  feldpm  produce  one 
fo  many  ways  excelling,  as  this  Author  f  was.  If  we  con- 
fider  him  as  a  Divine,  as  a  Scholar,  as  a  Chrifiian,  it  is  hard 
to  fay  in  which  he  did  moil  excel.  1  have  often  in  my 
thoughts  compared  him  to  Samuel  among  the  prophets  of 
old;  inafrnuch  as  he  did  truly  fear  God  from  his  youth,  and 
was  betimes  improved  in  holy  mini/irations,  and  was  at  lafk 
called  to  be  Head  of  the  fins  of  the  -prophets,  in  this  New 
Englifli  Ifrael,  as  Samuel  was  Prefident  of  the  College  at 
Naioth.  In  many  other  particulars,  I  might  enlarge  upon 
the  parallel,  but  that  if  is  inconvenient  to  extend  fuch  in- 
ftances  beyond  their  proportion. 

Heu,  iua  nobis 

Morte  fnnul  tecum  foiatia  rapta  ! 

[t  may,  without  reflection  upon  any,  be  faid,  that  he  was 
one  of  the  great  eft  lights,  that  ever  ihone  in  this  part  of 
the  world,  or  that  is  ever  like  to  arife  in  our  horizon." 

The  only  publications  of  Mr.  Oakes,  of  which  I  find 
my  account,  are  : 

An  Artillery  Election  Sermon,  on  Rom.  viii.  37,  preach- 
ed June  3,  1672  ; 

An  Election  Sermon,  on  Deut.  xxxii.  29,  preached  May 

An  Elegy  on  the  Rev.  Thomas  Shepard,  Pallor  of  the 

church  in  Charleilown,  [fon  of  Mr.  Shepard,  minifter  of 

Cambridge]  who  died  Dec.  22,  1667.      [They  were  all 

printed 

*  Dc.  C.  Mather,  who  was  educated  under  his  preiidency,  has  pre- 
ferved,  in  one  of  his  publications,  a  fpecimen  of  his  Latin  compofition, 
fchich  is  very  claffical  and  elegant.  In  his  judgment,  "  America  nev- 
ir  had  a  greater  matter  of  the  true,  pure,  Ciceronian  Latin,"  than 
Prefident  Oakes.  He  appears  to  have  had  a  poetical  genius.  Ajr 
Elegy,  of  considerable  length,  written  by  him  on  the  Rev.  Mr.  Shepard, 
:>f  Charleftown,  rifes,  in  my  judgment,  far  above  the  poetry  of  his  day. 
[t  is  of  Pindaric  meafure,  and  is  plaintive,  pathetic,  and  replete  with 
imagery. 

■f  This  paragraph  is  extracted  from  the  Preface  of  Dr.  Increafe 
Mather  to  a  Difcourfe  of  Mr,  Oakes,  published  foon  after  the  Author's 
deceafe. 
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printed  at  Cambridge,  by  Samuel  Green  ;  and  are  prt 
ferved  in  the  Library  of  the  Hiftorical  Society.] 

His  epitaph,  though  not  now  diftinctly  legible  on  hi 
tomb-ftone,  is  prefer ved  in  Mather's  Magnalia,  and  is  a 
follows  : 

Uriani  Oakesii, 

Cujus,  quod  reliquum  eft, 

ciauditur  hoc  tumulo  ; 

Explorata  integritate,  fumma  moruin  gravitate, 

Omniumque  meliorum  Artium  inligni  Peritia, 

Spe&atiffimi,  Clariilimique  omnibus  modis  Viri, 

Theologi,  merito  fuo,  celeberrimi, 

Concionatoris  vere  Melliflui, 

Cantabrigienfis  Ecclefiae,  Do&iffimi  et  Orthodoxi  Paftorii 

In  Collegio  Harvardino  Praefidis  Vigil  an  tiffimi, 

Maximam  Pietatis,  Eruditionis,  Facundiae  Laudem 

Adepti  ; 

Qui  repentina  morte  fubito  correptus, 

In  JESU  finum  effiavit  animam, 

Julii  xxv.  A.  D.  M.  DC.  LXXXI. 

Memoriae. 
Etatis  fuas  L. 
Plurima  quid  referam,  fatis  eft  ft  dixeris  Unum, 
Hoc  Dictu  fatis  eft,  Hie  jack  Oakesius. 

Mr.  GOOKIN. 

The  Reverend  Nathaniel  Gookin  was  educated  i 
Harvard  College,  where  he  graduated  in  1675.  On  M: 
Oakes'  acceptance  of  the  prefidency  in  1679,*  the  churc 
gave  *  a  Call  to  Mr.  Gookin  to  be  helpful  in  the  miniftn 
in  order  to  call  him  to  office  in  time  convenient."!  Afte 
Mr.  Oakes'  deceafe,  the  church  invited  him  to  the  paftor: 
office.  He  accepted  the  invitation  ;  and  was  ordained  N< 
vernber  15,  1682.  He  was  a  Fellow  of  Harvard  Collegi 
After  a  miniftry  of  fcarcely  ten  years,  he  died  on  tli 
Lord's-day,  Auguft  7,  1692,  in  the  thirty-fourth  year  ( 
his  ap*e,  and  tenth  of  his  miniftrv. 

Th 

*   His  previous  election,  in  1675,  was  pro  te?nporc* 
t  Church  Records. 
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The  ihortnefs  of  Mr.  Gookin's  miniftry,  and  the  imper- 
fection of  the  early  records  of  the  church,  leave  us  very 
deficient  in  the  means  of  obtaining  his  hiilory  and  char- 
acter. 

He  was  a  fon  of  Major^General  Gookin,  whofe  diftin- 
guifhed  character,  and  eminent  fervices,  have  been  noticed 
in  the  preceding  hiflory.  Tradition  informs  us,  that  he 
lies  interred  in  the  fouth-eaft  corner  of  the  burying  ground, 
beneath  a  brick  monument,  covered  with  a  ftone  flab,  the 
infcription  of  which  is  not  now  legible.  He  left  a  fon,  of 
his  own  name,  who  graduated  at  Cambridge  in  1703,  and 
was,  afterward,  fettled  in  the  miniftry  at  North-Hill,  a 
parilli  in  Hampton,  Mew-Hampfhire.  This  Mr.  Gookin  is 
reprefented,  by  a  contemporary  minifter,  as  a  man, "  whofe 
qualifications  for  the  work  of  the  miniftry,  and  whofe 
fidelity,  induftry  and  fkill  in  profecuting  it,  as  well  as  ex- 
emplary caution  and  prudence,  were  too  well  known  to 
need  any  atteftation."  #  He  died  in  1734,  iEtat,  XLVIII, 
leaving  a  fon  of  his  name,  who  graduated  at  Cambridge 
in  1 73 1,  and  fucceeded  his  father  in  the  miniftry,  at  Hamp« 
ton,  Oct.  31,  1739.  This  fon  is  reprefented  as  one,  "  who, 
upon  many  accounts,  beiide  his  own  perfonal  worth,  ought 
to  he  near  and  dear"  to  his  fociety,  "  being  both  ways  de- 
fended from  thofe  who  have  been  ftars  of  the  firft  magni- 
tude/' f    He  died  in  1766. 

Mr.  BRATTLE. 

The  Reverend  William  Brattle  was  born  in  Eoflon, 
about  the  year  1662  ;  and  educated  at  Harvard  College, 
where  he  graduated  in  1680.  Pie  was,  afterward,  chofqn 
a  Tutor,  and  a  Fellow,  in  that  ferninary,  and  officiated  in 
each  of  thefe  capacities  for  feveral  years.  Dr.  Colman, 
who  was  a  ftudent,  while  Mr.  Brattle  was  in  the  tutorfhip, 
I %s, 

*  The  Rev.  Mr.  ShurtlefPs  Sermon,  at  the  ordination  of  Mr.  Na« 
thaniel  Gookin,  in  1739. 

f  Mr.  ShurtlefF  informs  us,  (Ordin.  Serm.)  that  the  Rev.  Seaborn 
Cotton  was  this  Mr.  Gookin's  great  grandfather.  I  fuppofe  the  fecond 
Mr.  Nathaniel  Gookin  (fon  of  the  minifter  of  Cambridge)  married  a 
daughter  of  John  Cotton,  (his  predecefibr  in  the  miniftry)  who  was  a 
fon  of  Seaborn,  (his  predeceflbr)  who  was  a  fon  of  the  renowned  John 
Cotton,  one  of  the  firft  minifters  of  Bofton. 
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fays,  "  He  was  an  able,  faithful  and  tender  Tutor.  He 
countenanced  virtue  and  proficiency  -in  us,  2nd  every  goo< 
difpofition  he  difcerned,  with  the  moft  fatherly  goodnefs  ; 
and  fearched  out  and  punifhed  vice  with  the  authority  0: 
a  mafter.  He  did  his  utmoft  to  form  us  to  virtue  and  th< 
fear  of  God,  and  to  do  well  in  the  world  ;  and  difmiflec 
Ins  pupils,  when  he  took  leave  of  them,  with  pious  charge! 
and  with  tears."  One  memorable  inftance  of  his  human 
ity,  and  chrifHan  heroifm,  while  in  the  tutorfhip,  is  record 
ed  as  worthy,  if  not  of  imitation,  of  admiration.  Whei 
the  fmall-pox  prevailed  in  the  college,  although  he  had  noi 
had  that  terrible  diforder,  inftead  of  a  removal,  he  ftaid  a: 
his  chamber,  vifited  the  fick  fcholars,  and  took  care  tha 
they  mould  be  fuppiied  with  whatever  was  neceffary  t( 
their  fafety  and  comfort.  "  So  dear  was  his  charge  t< 
him,  that  he  ventured  his  life  for  them,  miniftering  botl 
to  their  fouls  and  bodies  ;  for  he  was  a  fkilful  phyfician  t( 
both."  At  length,  he  was  taken  ill,  and  retired  to  hi 
bed  ;  but  the  diforder  was  very  mild,  and  he  was  fooi 
happily  reftored. 

He  was  ordained  Paflor  of  the  church  in  Cambridge 
November  25,  1696.  On  this  occafion  he  preached  hi 
own  ordination  fermon,  from  1  Cor.  iii.  6  ;  the  Rev.  in 
creafe  Mather  gave  the  charge  ;  and  the  Rev.  Samue 
Willard,  the  right  hand  of  fellowship.  On  the  fame  ccca 
iion,  the  Rev,  Increafe  Mather  preached  a  fermon,  fron 
Rev.  i.  16. 

Mr.  Brattle  was  polite  and  affable,  courteous  and  oblig 
log,  c6mpaflionate  and  charitable.  His  eftate  was  ven 
large  ;  and,  though  he  diftributed  it  with  a  liberal  hand 
"  fecret  and  filent"  were  his  charities.  His  pacific  fpirit 
and  his  moderation,  were  confpicuous  ;  and  "  he  feeme( 
to  have  equal  refpecl  to  good  men  of  all  denominations.1 
He  was  patient  of  injuries,  and  placable  ;  and  faid,  afte 
trials,  he  knew  not  how  he  could  have  fpared  any  one  o 
.n.  With  humility  he  united  magnanimity  5  and  wa 
neither  bribed  by  the  favour,  nor  over-awed  by  the  ciii 
plcafure,  of  any  man.  "  He  was  of  an  auftere  and  morti 
fied  life"  ;  yet  candid  and  tolerant  toward  others.  H< 
was  a  man  of  great  learning  and  abilities ;  and,  at  once 
a  p!  r  and  a  divine.     It  is  no  fmali  evidence  of  hi 

attainment 
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attainments  In  fcience,  that  he  was  elected  a  Fellow  of  the 
Royal  Society.  "  He  was  a  generous  patron  of  learning, 
and  long  a  father  of  the  college"  in  Cambridge.  He 
placed  neither  learning,  nor  religion,  in  unprofitable  fpecu. 
lations,  but  in  fuch  folid  and  fubftantial  truth,  as  improves 
the  mind,  and  is  beneficial  to  the  world.  Poffeiling  ilrong 
mental  powers,  he  was  "  much  formed  for  counfel  and  ad- 
vice'* ;  and  his  judgment  was  often  fought,  and  highly 
refpected. 

His  manner  of  preaching  may  be  learnt  from  Dr.  Col- 
man,  who,  comparing  Mr.  Brattle  with  Mr.  Pemberton, 
obferves  :  u  They  performed  the  public  exercifes  in  the 
houfe  of  God  with  a  great  deal  of  folemnity,  though  in  a 
manner  fomewhat  different  ;  for  Mr.  Brattle  was  all  calm, 
and  foft,  and  melting  ;  but  Mr.  Pemberton  was  all  flame, 
and  zeal,  and  earneftnefs."  Mr.  Brattle's  miniftry  appears 
to  have  been  fuccefsful  ;  and  the  church,  while  under  his 
paftoral  care,  became  very  greatly  enlarged.  Although  he 
attained  a  greater  age  than  either  of  his  famous  predecef- 
fors,  Shepard,  Mitchel,  and  Oakes ;  yet  he  was  often  in- 
terrupted in  his  minifterial  labours,  "  by  pains  and  Ian- 
guifhments,"  and  died  February  15,  17 17,  in  the  fifty-fifth 
year  of  his  age*  and  twenty-firft  of  his  miniftry. 

The  baptifms  of  children,  during  his  miniftry,  were  fev- 
en  hundred  and  twenty-four  ;  and  the  admiflions  to  the 
fellowfhip  of  the  church  three  hundred  and  fixty-four. 

"  They  that  had  the  happinefs  to  know  Mr,  Brattle, 
knew  a  very  religious  good  man,  an  able  divine,  a  labori- 
ous faithful  minifter,  an  excellent  fcholar,  a  great  benefac* 
tor^  a  wife  and  prudent  man,  and  one  of  the  beft  of 
friends.  The  promoting  of  Religion,  Learning,  Virtue 
and  Peace,  every  where  within  his  reach,  was  his  very  life 
and  foul  ;  the  great  bufinefs  about  which  he  was  conftant- 
ly  employed,  and  in  which  he  principally  delighted.  Like 
his  great  Lord  and  Mafter  he  went  (or  fent)  about  doing 
good.  His  principles  were  fober,  found,  moderate,  being 
of  a  catholick  and  pacifick  fpirit. — For  a  conliderable  time 
before  his  death,  he  laboured  under  a  languifhing  diftem- 
per,  which  he  bore  with  great  patience  and  refignation  ; 
and  died  with  peace  and  an  extraordinary  ferenity  of 
mind.  He  was  pleafed  in  his  laft  WiH  and  Teftament  to 
I         [Vol.  vii.]  bequeath  . 
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bequeath  to  Harvard  College  two  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds,  befides  a  much  greater  fum  in  other  pious  and 
charitable  legacies."* 

The  funeral  of  Mr.  Brattle  was  attended  on  the  20th  oi 
February,  a  day  rendered  memorable  by  The  Great  Snow, 
"  He  was  greatly  honoured  at  his  interment  ;"  and  th( 
principal  magiftrates  and  minifters  of  Bofton  and  of  the 
vicinity,  afTembled  on  this  occafion,  were  neceffarily  detain- 
ed  at  Cambridge  by  the  fnow  for  feveral  days.f 

He  appears  to  have  publifhed  fcarcely  any  of  his  writ- 
ings ;  though  many  of  them  were,  doubtlefs,  very  worthj 
of  publication.  His  grandfon,  Thomas  Brattle,J  Efquire, 
favoured  me  with  the  pcrufal  of  fome  of  his  Sermons,  it 
manufcript,  which  are  written  very  fairly  and  correctly 
and  are  remarkably  clear,  and  concife,  fententious  and 
dida&ic. 

Jeremiah  Dummer,  Efquire,  a  gentleman  of  refpectabili 
ty,  having,  while  an  agent  in  England,  procured  fome 
printed  fermons,  by  defire  of  Mr.  Flint,  obferves  : — "  J 
think  the  modern  fermons,  which  are  preached  and  print 
ed  here,  are  very  lean  and  dry,  having  little  divinity  in  th< 
matter,  or  brightnefs  in  the  ftyle  ;  I  am  fure  they  are  nc 
way  comparable  to  the  folid  difcourfes  which  Mr.  Brattle 
gives  you  every  week."  § 
The 

*   Bofton   News-Better,    No.  671. 

f  A  few  particulars  concerning  this  memorable  Snow  may  gratify  ctt 
riofity.  The  Bofton  News-Letter  of  February  25,  1 7 1 7,  has  the  following 
paragraphs  :  "  Befides  feveral  Snows,  we  had  a  great  one  on  Mondaj 
the  1 8th  current  ;  and  on  Wednefday  the  20th  it  begun  to  fnow  aboul 
noon,  and  continued  fnowing  till  Friday  the  2 2d.  fo  that  the  Snow  He« 
;n  feme  parts  of  the  ftrcets  about  Six  foot  high*"— *-"  Saturday  lad  wa< 
a  clear  Sunfhine,  not  a  cloud  to  be  feen  till  towards  evening.  And  the 
Lord's-Day,  the  24th,  a  deep  Snow." — "  The  extremity  of  the  weathei 
has  hindered  all  the  three  Polls  from  coming  in  ;  neither  can  they  bt 
expected  till  the  roads  (now  impaffable  with  a  mighty  Snow  upon  tht 
ground)  are  beaten."  The  News-Letter,  of  March  4,  has  this  para 
graph  :  "  Bo/Ion  ;  February  ended  with  Snow,  and  March  begins  will 
it,  the  Snow  fo  deep  that  there  is  no  travelling." 

%  This  very  worthy  and  refpectable  man  departed  this  life,  fince  thi: 
Hiftory  was  committed  to  the  prefs,  February  7th,  1801,  retat.  lix 
His  father,  Brigadier-General  William  Brattle,  was  the  only  child  of  th< 
Rev.  William  Brattle,  who  lived  to  mature  age. 

§  Coll.'  of  Hift.  Soc.  for  1799,  p.  79. 
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The  only  publication  of  Mr.  Brattle,  which  has  come  to 
jny  knowledge,  is  a  fyftem  of  Logic,  entitled,  "  Compel 
jlium  Logicse  fecundum  Principia  D.  Renati  Cartefii  ple- 
j  umque  efformatum,  et  catechiftice  propofitum."  It  was  • 
png  recited  at  Harvard  College,  and  holden  in  high  eflima- 
jion,  An  edition  of  it  was  publiflied  as  late  as  the 
|rear   1758. 

Mr.  Brattle  lies  interred  in  a  tomb,  on  the  fouth-eaft  fide 
pf  the  burying  yard,  with  this  infcription  : 

Depofitum 

GULIELMI   BRATTLE 

nuper  Eccleliae  Cantabrigienfis 

N.  A.  Paftoris  Rev^i  Senatus  Collegii 

Harvardini  Socij  Primary, 

Ejufdemque  Curat  or  is  Spe&atiflimi, 

et  R.  S.  S.  qui  obiit  xv?  Febr*1 

Anno  Domini  MDCCXVII,  et  JStatis 

Suse  LV.     Hie  requiefcit  in  fpe 

Beatae  Refurreetionis, 

Dr.  APPLETON, 

The  Reverend  Nathaniel  Appleton  was  born  at  Ipf- 
wich,  December  9,  1693.  His  father  was  the  Honourable  t 
John  Appleton*  ;  and  his  mother  was  the  eldeft  daughter  of 
Prefident  Rogers.  He  was  educated  at  Harvard  College^ 
where  he  graduated  in  17 12.  On  the  completion  of  his 
education,  his  uncle,  an  opulent  merchant,  offered  to  fet 
him  up  in  trade  ;  but  he  declined  the  offer,  that  he  might 
purfue  his  theological  fhidies,  preparatory  to  the  work  of 
the  miniftry. 

Soon  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Brattle,  the  church  in  Cam- 
bridge chofe  Mr.  Appleton  to  fucceed  him  in  the  miniftry  ; 
and  he  was  ordained  its.paftor,  October  9,  1717.  On  this 
occafion,  Dr.  Increafe  Mather  preached  a  fermon  from 
Ephef.  iv»  12,  and  gave  the  charge  j  Dr.  Cotton  Mather 

gave 

*  He  was  one  of  the  King's  Council  ;  and,  for  more  than  twenty 
years,  a  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  county  of  E'flex  ;  he  was  a  man  of 
found  judgment,  and  unimpeached  integrity.  It  was  remarked'*  that3 
during  the  long  period  in  which  he  was  in  the  Probate  0ffice3  there  was 
never  an  appeal  from  his  judgment. 
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gave  the  right  hand  of  fellowship  ;  and  the  Reverend  Mr, 
Angier,  of  Watertown,  and  the  Reverend  Mr.  Rogers,  of 
Ipfwich,  joined  with  them  in  the  impofition  of  hands.  The 
fame  year,  in  which  he  wras  ordained,  he  was  elected  a  Fel- 
low of  Harvard  College  ;  which  office  he  fuftained  above 
fixty  years  ;1  and,  by  his  aflkluous  attention  to  its  duties, 
together  with  his  prudent  counfels,  which  were  greatly  re- 
flected by  the  government  of  the  univerfity,  he  effentially 
contributed  to  the  interefts  of  that  important  feminary.J 
As  a  tcflimonial  of  the  eftimation  of  his  academical  fervices, 
as  well  as  of  his  theological  character,  and  public  ufefulnefs, 
the  Univerfity  of  Cambridge,  at  the  commencement  in 
1 77 1,  conferred  on  him  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity* 
This  degree  was  conferred  by  the  Univerfity  but  once  pre- 
vioufly  to  this  ;  and  that  was  conferred  on  the  Rever- 
end Increafe  Mather,  about  eighty  years  before.* 

Dr.  Appleton,  if  venerable  for  his  age,  was  more  venera- 
ble for  his  piety.  His  religion,  like  his  whole  character, 
was  patriarchal.  Born  in  the  laft  century,  and  living  till 
nearly  the  clofe  of  this,  he  brought  down  with  him  the 
habits  of  "  other  times."  In  his  drefs,  in  his  manners,  in 
his  converfation,  in  his  miniftry,  he  niay  be  clafled  with 
the  Puritan  minifters,  of  revered  memory,  who  fajft  came 
to  New-England.  His  natural  temper  was  cheerful  ;  but 
his  habitual  deportment  was  grave.  Early  confecrated  tot 
God,  and  having  a  Rxzd  predilection  for  the  miniftry,  he 
was  happily  formed,  by  the  union  of  good  fenfe  with  deep 
ferioufnefs,  of  enlightened  zeal  with  confummate  prudence, 
for  the  paftoral  oiKcc. 

He  preached  the  goipel  with  great  plalnncfs  offpeeeh,  and 
with  primitive  fimplicity.  Lefs  concerned  to  pleafe,  than 
to  inftrucl:  and  edify,  he  ftudioufly  accommodated  his  dif- 
courfes  to  the  meancft  capacity.  To  this  end,  he  frequent- 
ly borrowed  fimilitudcs  from  familiar,  ibinetimes  from 

vulgar, 

f  He  refigned  his   Fellowfliip  in    1779. 

\  Prefident  Wadfworth,  fpeaking  of  Mr.  Appleton,  fays  :  "  I  have 
often  thought,  it  is  a  great  favour  not  only  to  the  Church  and  Town  of 
Cambridge,  but  alio  to  the  College,  and  therein  to  the  whole  Province* 
that  he  is  fixed  in  that  public  pod  and  itation,  attigned  by  Providence  to 
him."  preface  to  Tit  IVifdom  of  God  hi  the  Redemption  of  Man. 

*  Prefident  Stiles's  Literary  Diary, 
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Vulgar,  objects  :  but  his  application  of  them  was  fo  perti- 
nent, and  his  utterance  and  his  air  were  fo  folemn,  as  to 
fupprefs  levity,  and  filence  criticifm. 

"  Dr.  Appleton  was  poffeifed  of  the  learning  of  his  time. 
The  fcriptures  he  read  in  the  originals.  His  expofition, 
preached  in  courfe  on  the  fabbath,  comprehended  the 
whole  New  Teftament,  the  prophecy  of  Ifaiah,  and,  I  be- 
lieve, Daniel,  and  fome  of  the  minor  prophets.  It  was 
chiefly  defigned  to  promote  practical  piety  ;  but  on  the 
prophetical  parts,  he  difcovered  a  continued  attention,  ex- 
tent of  reading,  and  depth  of  refearch,  which  come  to  the 
fliare  of  but  very  few.  He  not  only  gave  the  Protectant 
conftru&ion,  but  that  of  the  Romifh  expolitors,  in  order 
to  point  out  the  defects  of  the  latter."*  He  carefully 
availed  himfelf  of  fpecial  occurrences,  whether  profperous- 
or  adverfe,  whether  affecting  individuals,  families,  his  own 
Society,  or  the  community  at  large,  to  obtain  a  ferious  at- 
tention to  the  truths  and  duties  of  religion  ;  and  his  dif- 
courfes,  on  fuch  occafions,  were  peculiarly  folemn  and  im- 
preflive.  Vigilantly  attentive  to  the  ftate  of  religion  in 
his  paftoral  charge,  he  marked  prevailing  errors,  arid  fins, 
and  pointed  his  admonitions  and  cautions  againft  them, 
both  in  public  and  private,  with  confcientious  yet  difcreet 
fidelity.  The  difcipline  of  the  church  he  maintained  with 
parental  tendernefs,  and  paftoral  authority.  The  Commit- 
tee, for  infpecling  the  manners  of  profefling  Chriftians, 
appointed  originally  by  his  defire,  and  perpetuated  for 
many  years  by  his  influence,  evinces  his  care  of  the  hon- 
our and  interefts  of  the  church,  of  which  he  was  the  con- 
stituted overfeer.  So  great  was  the  afcendency  which  he 
gained  over  his  people,  by  his  difcretion  and  moderation, 
by  his  condefcenfion  and  benevolence,  by  his  fidelity  and 
piety,  that,  while  he  lived,  they  regarded  his  counfels  as 
oracular  ;  and,  fince  his  death,  they  mention  not  his  name 
but  with  profound  regard  and  veneration. 

tiis  praife,  not  confined  to  his  own  fociety,  is  in  all  the 
churches  of  New-England,  In  controverfial  and  difficult 
cafes,  he  was  often  applied  to  for  advice,  at  ecclefiaftical 
Councils.  Impartial  yet  pacific,  firm  yet  conciliatory,  he 
was  fpecially  qualified  for  a  counfellor  ;  and  in  that  char- 

after 

*  James  Winthrop5  Efquire. 
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after  he  materially  contributed  to  the  unity,  the  peace, 
and  order  of  the  churches.  With  the  wifdom  of  the  fer- 
pent  he  happily  united  the  innocence  of  the  dove.  In  his 
religious  principles,  he  was,  like  all  his  precleceffors  in  the 
miniftry,  a  Calvinift.  Towards  perfons,  however,  who 
were  of  different  principles,  he  was  candid  and  catholic. 
"  Orthodoxy  and  Charity' "  were  his  motto,*  and  he  hap- 
pily exemplified  the  union  of  botha  in  his  miniftry,  and  in 
his  life. 

His  public  ufefulnefs,  though  diminished,  for  a  few  of 
his  laft  years,  by  the  infirmities  of  age,  did  not  entirely 
ceafe  but  with  his  life.  He  died  February  9,  1784,  in  the 
ninety-firft  year  of  his  age,  and  fixty Seventh  of  his  minif- 
try :— and  New-England  can  furnifti  few,  if  any,  inftances 
of  more  ufeful  talents,  and  of  more  exemplary  piety,  uni- 
ted with  a  miniftry  equally  long  and  fuccefsful. 
The  baptifms  of  children,  during  his  miniftry,  were  2048 

— — of  adults  90 

AdmifTiohs  to  the  fellowfliip  of  the  church     -       -      784 

His  publications  are  : 
The   Wifdom  of  God  in   the    Redemption    of  Man, 
i  21110.  1728  ; 
Diicourfes  on  Romans,  viii.  14.     iamo.  1743  ; 
8  Funeral  Sermons  ; 
6  Ordination  Sermons  ; 
2  Thankfgiving  Sermons  ; 
2  Faft  Sermons  ; 
A  Sermon,  at  the  Artillery  Election,  1733  *7 

at  the  General  Election,  1742  ; 

Convention  of  Minifters,  1 743  ; 


.   ■  , 1  on  the  difference  between  a  legal  ancl  evaiu 

gelical  righteoufnefs,  1749  ; 

1 — -  at  the  Bofton  Lecture,  1763  $ 

againft  prophane  Swearing,  1765. 

Dr.. 

*  His  portrait,  taken  by  Copley,  rcprcfents  him  holding  a  volume 
of  Dr.  Watts,  entitled  "  Orthodoxy  and  Charity."  This  portrait, 
which  is  faid  to  be  an  excellent  likenefs,  is  now  in  the  poflcflion  of  Mrs. 
Appleton,  relicl  of  the  late  Nathaniel  Appleton,  Efquire,  who  was  a. 
very  worthy  and  refpeclable  fon  of  the  minifter  of  Cambridge.  It  was 
refcued  from  the  fire  in  Bofton,  in  1794,  in  which  Dr.  Appleton's  MSS. 
then  in  the  hands  of  his  fon,  were  confirmed. 
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Dr.  Appleton's  Epitaph  : 

Sub  hoc  marmpre  conduntur, 

Cum  MARGARET  conjugis  fuse  dile&iffimas  reliquik 

Exuviae  viri  illius  reverendi 

NATHANIEL  APPLETON,  S.  T.  P* 

Chrifti  ecclefiae 

Apud  Cantabrigiehfes  primae 

Per  Annos  LXVIJ 

Paftoris 

Bo&i,  fidelis,  vigilantis,  benevoli* 

Majoribus  opibufque  ornatus, 

Sacrum  hoc  munus 

Omnibus  aliis  praeoptavit* 

Verbi  divini  praeconis  partes  fan&e,  fervide,  perfpku& 

Integritate  eximia 

Peregit. 

Principis  Paftoris  moiiitu  incitatus 

Oves  agnofque  gregis  fedulo  pavit, 

Et  circumfpe&avit* 

Fideles  in  Chrifto  omnes, 

Quantumcunque  a  fe  diverfe  fenferintj 

Aniice  complexus  eft. 

Rebus  Academicis  ex  officio,  fuifque  familiaribus* 

Caute  ac  prudenter  invigilavit. 

Ab  omnibus  dile&us   et   obfervatus* 

Vixit, 

Et  fpe-  refurgendi  Chriftiana  fuffultus* 

In   JESU  obdormiit 

Die  Februarii  nono,  anno  Chrifti  MDCCLXXXI^ 

JEtatis  fuse  XCII. 

u  They  that  he  wife  fh all  Jhine  as  the  brigbtnefs  of  the  firmament y 
And  they  that  turn  many  to  righteoufnefs  as  the  fidrs  forever-  and 'ever" 

Mr.   HILLIARD. 

The  Reverend  Timothy  Hilliard  was  born  in  Ken- 
fington,  New-Hampihire,  in  1746  ;  and,  in  1760,  entered 
Harvard  College.  "  His  natural  abilities  were  fuch^  as  gave 
hini  a  facility  in  acquiring  knowledge  ;  and,  while  he  was 
a,ftudent,he  madefuch  advances- in  the  various  branches 

of 
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of  ufeful  learning,  as  laid  the  foundation  for  that  eminence 
in  his  profeflion,  to  which  he  afterward  attained."* — When 
he  entered  the  delk,  he  was  judged  not  only  to  have  "  juft 
views  of  the  doctrines  and  precepts  of  Chriftianity,"  but 
to  have  "  experienced  their  power  and  efficacy  on  his  own 
heart." — P  His  pulpit  performances,  from  the  firft,  were 
very  acceptable,"  wherever  he  was  providentially  called  to 
preach  the  gofpel. 

In  1768,  he  was  appointed  chaplain  of  Caftle  William  J 
and,  after  officiating  in  that  capacity  a  few  months,  he  watf 
elected  a  tutor  in  Harvard  College.  Having  continued 
about  two  years  and  a  half  in  the  tutorfhip,  "  the  duties  of 
which  he  difcharged  with  diligence  and  fidelity,"  he  was 
invited  to  fettle  in  the  miniftry  at  Barnftable  ;  where  he 
was  ordained,  April  10,  177 1.  "He  continued  his  minif- 
try in  that  place  about  twelve  years,  and  was  in  high  efteenl 
among  his  people,  both  for  his  preaching,  and  for  all  hi* 
parochial  conduct  ;  at  the  fame  time  he  was  greatly  valued 
in  all  that  part  of  the  country.  He  loved  the  work  of  the 
miniftry,  and  was  faithful  in  the  difcharge  of  all  its  duties." 

Finding  his  health  materially  injured  by  the  fea  air,  he 
was,  at  length,  conftrained  to  remove  from  Barnftable.  \ 
On  the  confirmation  of  his  health,  by  a  change  of  air^ 
he  became  capable  of  reluming  the  public  fervices  cf  the 
miniftry  ;  and,  after  preaching  a  fhort  time  at  Cambridge, 
was  invited  to  the  paftoral  charge,  as  colleague  with  the 
aged  and  venerable  Dr.  Appleton.  He  accepted  the  invi- 
tation, and  was  inftalled,  October  27,  1783.  On  this  oc- 
cafion,  he  preached  a  fermon  frcrrt  Titus,  ii.  15  ;  the  Rev- 
erend Dr.  Cooper,  of  Bofton,  gave  the  charge  ;  and  the 
Reverend  Mr.  Cufliing,  of  Waltham,  gave  the  right  hand 
of  fellowfhip. 

Placed,  by  Providence,  in  this  confpicuous  ftation,  liis< 

fphere 

*  Prefident  Willard's  Sermon,  at  the  funeral  of  Mr.  Hilliard  ;  from 
•which  this  character  is  feletted.  The  Prefident  was  contemporary  with 
Mr;  Hilliard  as  a  ftudent,  and  a  tutor,  and  had  "  a  peculiar  intimacy 
with  him,  for  many  years." 

f  "  The  air  in  tnis  town  is  affected  by  the  neighborhood  of  the  fea 
on  each  fide,  from  which  it  derives  a  dampnefs  and  frequently  a  chill 
which  is  difagreeable,  if  not  unfriendly  to  tender  nerves."  The  Rev. 
Mr.  Mellen's  defcription  of  Barnftable,  in  the  collections  of  the  Hiftori- 
cal  Society,  III.  12. 
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iphere  'of  ufefulnefs  became  much  enlarged,  his  labours  be- 
ing now  extended  to  the  Univer'fity.f..  For  this  hew 
iphere  he  was  peculiarly  qualified.  "  His  pulpit  talents 
were  excellent.  He  was  pleafing  in  his  elocution.  In 
prayer  he  was  exceeded  by  few,  being  ready  in  his  utter- 
ance, pertinent  on  every  occafion,  and  devotional  in  his 
manner.  His  difcourfes  from  the  defk  were  never  fuch  as 
could  be  faid  to  have  coft  him  nothing,  but  were  well  ftu- 
died,  pure  in  the  diction  >  replete  with  judicious  fentirnents, 
clearly  and  methodically  arranged,  inftructive,  ferious, 
practical,  and  truly  evangelical  ;  fo  that  his  public  fervices 
were  ufeful  and  edifying  to  all  ranks  of  men,  both  learned, 
and  unlearned."  He  was  "  ever  viewed  by  the  Govern- 
ors of  the  Univerfity,  as  an  excellent  model  for  the  youth 
under  their  care,  who  were  defighed  for  the  deik ;  and  they 
coniidered  his  introduction  into  this  parifh,  a  moil:  happy 
event/' 

Though  he  was  diligent  in  acquiring  ufeful  knowledge, 
in  its  various  branches  ;  yet  he  principally  devoted  him- 
felf,  as  became  his  profeffibn,  to  the  itudy  of  theology. 
**  In  the  treatment  6f  difficult  points  in  divinity,  he  was 
rational  and  perfpicuous  ;  but  he  was  not  frequent  in 
handling  fubjects  of  doubtful  difputation.  To  inculcate 
repentance  towards  God;,  and  faith  in  our  Lord  jefus  Chrifl, 
arid  a  hearty  conformity  to  the  practical  precepts  of  the 
gbfpei,  he  considered  of  the  firfl  importance  ;  and  fuch  was 
the  general  tenor  of  his  preaching/' 

To  the  flck  and  afflicted  he  was  tenderly  attentive. 
c<  His  mind  Was  formed  to  fympathy  and  goodnefs  ;  be- 
nevolence was  in  his  heart ;  the  law  of  kindnefs  in  his 
tongue  ;  and  he  was  always  ready,  by  day  and  by  night, 
\6  ferve  his  flock."  He  was  amiable  in  his  temper,  pru- 
dent and  conciliatory  in  his  deportment. 

Though  firm  in  the  maintenance  of  his  own  religious 
fentiments,  he  was  "  eminently  candid^  and  ready  to  em- 
brace all  good  men."  In  public  and  in  private  life,  he  was 
exemplary  for  virtue  and  piety. 

His  miniftrations  were  very  acceptable  to  the  churches  in 
the  vicinity  of  Cambridge.     cc  His  excellent  talents  and 

minifterial 

J  Ever  fince  the  foundation  of  Harvard  College,  its  officers  and  in- 
dents have  attended  public  worfhip  in  the  firft  church  in  Cambridge, 
K  \Vol  vii.] 
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minifterial  qualifications  became  more  and  more  known ; 
and  his  reputation  was  increafing,"  till  his  death.  He  was 
"  frequently  employed  in  ecclenaftical  councils,  and  had 
much  weight  and  influence  in  them." — His  printed  fer- 
mons  did  him  "  much  honour." — "  There  was  no  minif- 
ter  among  us,"  faid  Prefident  Willard,  "  of  his  {landing, 
who,  perhaps,  had  a  fairer  profpect  of  becoming  extenfive- 
ly  ufeful  to  the  churches  of  Chrift  in  this  Commonwealth." 

"  He  was  peculiarly  engaged  in  promoting  the  interefls 
of  the  Univerfity  in  this  place,  of  which  he  was  a  watchful 
Governor.  He  was  conftantly  feeking  its  utility  and  fame, 
and  was  an  attentive  and  active  member  of  that  branch  of 
its  legiflature  to  which  he  belonged  ;  and  his  judgment 
was  always  of  weight. 

"  Formed  by  nature  with  a  delicate  fenfibility,  kindnefs 
of  heart  and  gentlenefs  of  manners,  and  endowed  with  a 
good  understanding,  a  ready  mind,  refpectable  acquire- 
ments, and  a  facility  and  pertinency  in  conveying  his  fen- 
timents  upon  every  occafion,  his  company  was  pleaiing, 
and  his  converfation  improving.  His  focial  intercourfe 
with  his  brethren  in  the  miniilry  was  always  agreeable,  and 
he  gained  their  univerfal  love  and  efteem." 

In  his  laft  illnefs,  which  was  very  fhort,  he  was  fupported 
by  the  Chriftian  hope,  which  gave  him  a  religious  fuperi- 
ority  to  the  fear  of  death.  Juft  before  he  expired,  "  he 
expreifed  his  full  confidence  in  God,  and  faid  that  he  en- 
joyed thofe  confolations,  which  he  had  endeavoured  to  ad- 
minister to  others.  He  mentioned  his  flock  with  affection, 
and  obferved,  with  grateful  satisfaction,  That  he  had  not 
Jhunned  to  declare  to  them  the  whole  counfel  of  God,  having  kepi 
nothing  back  through  fear,  or  any  finijler  views."  He  died 
on  the  Lord's-day  morning,  May  9,  1790,  in  the  forty- 
fourth  year  of  his  age. 
His  publications  are  : 

A  Sermon  at  a  Public  Fafl  ; 

at   the   Ordination   of   the   Rev.   Bezaleel 

Howard,  at  Springfield  ; 

at  the  Ordination  of  the  Rev.  John  An- 
drews, at  Newburyport  ; 

at   the  Execution  of  White  and  others,  at 

Cambridge  ; 

at  the   Dudleian  Lecture.  Mr. 
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Mr.  Hilliard's  Epitaph. 

In  Memory 

of 

The  Reverend  Timothy  Hilliard,  A.  M. 

Who 

For  more  than  twelve  years,  was  a  gofpel  Minifter 

Of  the  firft  church  of  Chrift 

In  Barnftable, 

And  for  more  than  fix  years, 

Broke  the  bread  of  life  to  the  Ghriftian  fociety 

In  this  place. 

Having  been,  in  private  life, 

Cheerful,  affable,  courteous,  amiable, 

In  his  minifterial  character, 

Inftructive,  ferious,  folemn,  faithful, 

In  full  belief  of  the  truths  he  preached  to  others, 

Ke  fell  afleep  in  Jeflis,  May  ix,  mdccxc, 

In  the  xLivth.  year  of  his  age. 

In  the  Ghriftian  hope 

Of  riling  again 
To  ETERNAL  LIFE. 

This  monument  was  eredted  by  the  bereaved  affe&ionate  flock 

MDCCXC. 
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hostilities  on  the  frontiers  of  virginia  in  1753, 
to  the  surrender  of  oswego,  on  the  i4th  of 
August,    1756  ;    in.  a   Letter*  to   a  Nobleman, 

nterfperfed  with  various  obfervations,  characters,  and  anecdotes ;  necefTary  to 
give  light  into  the  conduct  of  American  tranfaclions  in  general,  and  more 
efpecially  into  the  political  management  of  affairs  in  New-York. 

My  Lord, 

[ESTEEM  rnyfelf  highly  honoured,  when  you  requeft 
of  me,  a  full  account  of  the  rife,  progrefs,  and  prefent 
tate,  of  the  military  operations  in  North-America  ;   with 
juft  delineation  of  the  characters  of  the  principal^  agents 
n  our  political  affairs.      Indeed,  my  Lord,  you  impofe  a 
afk  that  will  require  a  volume,  rather  than  a  letter.     As 
your 

This  valuable  Letter  is  faidto  have  been  written  by  the  late  Gov.  Livingftorij  and  his 
fiends,  Meffrs.  W.  Smith  and  Scott,  lawyers,  New- York, 
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your  Lordfhip's  denre,  however,  Ihall  always  carry  with 
me  the  force  of  a  command,  I  will  engage  in  it  with  the 
utmoft  cheerfulnefs.  Forgive  me,  my  Lord,  for  faying  I 
have  a  ftill  flronger  motive  for  cqmpofing  thefe  fhqets,  than 
a  mere  compliance  with  your  Lordmip's  requeft  \  to  which 
I  would  ever  pay  the  profoundeft  regard.  When  I  reflect 
upon  your  eminent  ftation — your  excelling  abilities— your 
warm  and  active  zeal,  for  the  intereft  and  welfare  of  the 
Britifh  colonies  ;  I  am  prompted  by  an  unfeigned  defire  of 
ferving  my  country  ;  and  fetting  before  your  Lordlhip's 
eyes  Truth,  in  her  plain  undifguifed  habiliments  :  I 
would  ftrip  her  of  all  that  delufive  colouring,  with  which 
fhe  hath  been  artfully  varnifhed,  by  letter- writers,  from  this 
part  of  the  world  ;  either  to  fubferve  fome  mean,  finifter, 
party  defign,  or  to  promote  the  views  of  fome  afpiring  and 
ambitious  minds.  Candour  and  integrity  fhall  therefore 
guide  my  pen  ;  and  amidft  the  variety  with  which  it  is  my 
purpofe  to  prefent  your  Lordiliip,  it  fhall  be  my  facred 
endeavour,  to  the  beft  of  my  knowledge,  to  attach  myfelf 
to  the  ftricieft— the  moft  impartial  verity. 

The  American  colonies,  I  fpeak  it  with  fubmiflion,  my 
Lord,  were  too  long  neglected  by  their  mother  country  ; 
though  loudly  demanding  her  ^tronage  and  afliftance. 
Thofe,  on  the  continent,  require  her  peculiar  notice  :  They 
may  be  made  an  inexhauftible  magazine  of  wealth  ;  and  if 
iuffered  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  French,  fuch  will  be 
the  acceilion  to  their  already  extended  commerce  and  ma- 
rine ftrength,  that  Great-Britain-  muft  not  only  lofe  her 
former  luitxe,  but,  dreadful  even  in  thought  !  ceafe  to  be 
any  longer  an  independent  power.  Nay,  fhould  every 
other  fcheme  fail,  the  fucceis  of  this  will  inevitably  accent- 
plifh  the  long-projected  defign  of  that  afpiring  nation,  for 
letting  up  an  Univerfal  Monarchy  :  for,  if  France  rule  the 
ocean,  her  refourccs  will  enable  her  to  Subject,  all  Europe, 
to  her  defpotic  fway.  But  it  is  unneceflary  to  offer  an)j- 
arguments  in  fuppcrt  of  a  proposition,  of  which  tjie  public 
fdems  to,  remain  no  longer  infenfjble.  Happy  for  us,  had' 
thefe  fentiments  prevailed  earlier,  and  been  more  frequent- 
ly inculcated  ! 

The  importance  of  the  colonies,  my  Lord',  was  too  little 
eonfidered,  till  the  commencement  of  the  laft  war.     The. 

reduction 
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rediicTaon  of  Cape  Breton  by  the  people  of  NewrEnglanc^ 
was  an  acquifition  fo  unexpected  and  fortunate,  that  Amer- 
i  ica  became,  on  that  remarkable  event,  a  more  general  topic 
of  converfation ,  Mr.  Shirley,  the  governor  of  the  Maffachu- 
fetts  Bay,  was  the  principal  projector  of  that  glorious  en- 
terprize  :  An  enterprise,  which  reduced  to  the  obedience 
of  his  Britannick  Majefty,  the  Dunkirjc  of  North- Ameri^ 
csu  Of  fueh  confeqnence  to  the  French,  was  the  poffeflion 
of  that  important  key  to  their  American  fettlements,  that 
its  reftitution  was,  in  reality,  the  purchafe  of  the  laft  gen- 
eral Peace  in  Europe. 

Of  all  our  plantation  governors,  my  Lorda  Mr.  Shirley, 
is  moft  diftinguilhed  for  his  lingular  abilities.  He  was 
born  in  England,  and  bred  up  to  the  law,  at  one  of  the 
Inns  of  Court*  In  that  profeflion,  he  afterwards  pra&ifed, 
for  feveral  years,  in  the  Maffachufetts  Bay  :  and,  in  1741, 
was  advanced  by  his  Majefty  to  the  fupreme  command  of 
that  colony.  He  is  a  gentleman  of  great  political  fagacity, 
deep  penetration,  and  indefatigable  induftry.  With  re- 
fped:  to  the  wifdom  and  equity  of  his  adminiftration,  he 
can  boaft  the  univerfal  mffrage  of  a  wife,  free,  jealous,  and 
moral  people.  Though  not  bred  to  arms,  he  is  eminently 
pofTefTed  of  thefe  important  military  virtues.  An  extent  of 
capacity  to  form  and  execute  great  defigns  5  profound  fe<* 
crefy  ;  love  of  regularity  and  difcipline-  \  a  frugal  and 
laborious  manner  of  living  ;  with  the  art  of  conciliating 
the  affections  \  a  talent  which  Hannibal  admired  in  Pyrr- 
hus,  above  all  the  reft  of  his  martial  accomplishments.  In 
the  firft  of  thefe  great  qualities,  Mr.  Shirley  is  univerfally 
acknowledged  to  fhine  :  and  it  is,  in  reality,  more  eftima~ 
ble,  than  ail  other  military  endowments  without  it  ;  con- 
lifting,  to  ufe  the  wards  of  that  difcerning  hiftorian  Mr, 
Roliin,  '"  in.  having  great  views  ;  in  forming  plans  at  a  dif- 
"  tance  ;  in  propoftng  a  dejign,  from  which  the  author  never  de- 
"  parts  ;  in  concerting  all  the  meajures  neceffary  for  its  fuccefs  ; 
"  in  knowing  how  to  feize  the  favourable  moments  of  occqfion^ 
u  which  are-  rapid  in  their  courfe^  and  never  return  ;  to  make 
££  evenfudden.  and  unforefeen  accidents  fubfervient  to  a  plan  ;  in 
"  a,  word)  to  be  upon  the  watch  againjl  every  things  without  be- 
"  ing- perplexed  and  difconceried  by  any  event"  But,  whether 
it  arifes.  from  his  being  fo  far  advanced  in  years,  or  from 

his 
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his  constitutional  difpofition  and  make,  he  has  not,  in  my 
opinion,  that  activity  and  alertnefs  fo  conducive  to  warlike 
expedition  ;  and  on  which  the  fuccefs  of  an  enterprize  fre- 
quently depends,  This  was  one  of  the  characteristics  of 
Braddock  ;  a  commander,  vigorous  in  executing,  as  Mr. 
Shirley,  judicious  in  contriving  a  plan— -fed  non  omnia  po/fu- 
7nus  omnes — and  'tis  eafier,  my  Lord,  to  find  active  hands, 
than  able  heads.  No  man  perhaps  in  the  nation  has  be- 
ftowed  more  attention  upon  the  Hate  of  the  colonies  in 
general  :  and  having  their  intereft  fincerely  at  heart,  he  has 
been  perpetually  concerting  expedients,  advancive  of  their 
profperity,  and  to  check  the  views  of  an  all-grafping  Mon- 
arch. Upon  the  reduction  of  Louifburgh,  he  earneftly  re- 
commended to  his  Majefty's  minifter,  the  demolition  of 
that  fortrefs,  and  an  expedition  againft  the  French  Settle- 
ments  in  Canada.  The  reafons  why  he  fucceeded  in 
neither  of  thefe  propofals,  I  cannot  take  upon  me  to  affign. 
His  Majefty,  however,  fenfible  of  his  fervices,  gave  him  a  re- 
giment in  1 746  :  and  upon  the  conclusion  of  the  peace  of 
Aix-la-Chapelle,  fent  him  as  one  of  the  Britifh  commhTaries 
to  Paris,  for  fettling  the  controverted  limits  between  the  two 
Crowns  in  America.  Amidft  all  the  fplendors  and  delicacies 
of  Versailles,  he  forgot  neither  Our  intereft,  nor  His  duty. 
As  a  proof  of  his  integrity  and  diligence,  during  that  fruit- 
lefs  embafly,  one  need  only  perufe  thefe  judicious  and  labo- 
rious memorials,  in  fupport  of  his  Majefty's  right  to  Nova- 
Scotia,  which  were  principally  framed  by  him  ;  and  lately 
publiflied  by  order  of  the  Lords  of  Trade,  as  a  full  exhibit  of 
our  title  to  that  part  of  America.  When  no  Satisfaction  could, 
in  this  way,  be  obtained  from  the  Court  of  France  ;  which 
was  artfully  endeavouring  to  fpin  out  the  negociation,  and 
at  the  fame  time  fortifying  the  places  in  queftion,  as  well  as 
making  new  acquisitions  ;  the  Britifh  commifTaries  retired 
from  the  French  Court,  and  Mr.  Shirley  refumed  his  gov- 
ernment in  New-England  in  Auguft  1753. 

The  French,  jealous  of  the  growth  of  the  Englifh  colo- 
nies, were  now  meditating  all  poilible  arts  to  diftrefs  them, 
and  extend  the  limits  of  their  own  frontier.  The  marquis 
Du  Quefne,  an  enterprifing  genius,  was'at  this  time  inveft- 
ed  with  the  Supreme  command  of  New  France.  Our 
provinces  were  quickly  alarmed  by  the  French  Settlements, 

which 
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which  he  this  year  began  on  the  banks  of  the  Ohio*  Vir* 
ginia,  appearing  more  immediately  concerned,  Mr.  Dinwid- 
die*  wrote,  on  the  31ft  of  October,  to  the  commandant  of 
the  French  forces  there,  complaining  of  fundry  late  hofiih> 
ties  :  and  defiring  to  know,  by  what  authority  an  armed 
force  had  marched  from  Canada,  and  invaded  a  territory  in- 
dubitably the  right  of  his  Br  it  annick  Maj  efty .  Maj  or  Wash- 
ington, a  gentleman  of  whom  I  fhall  have  occaflon  in  the 
fequel  to  make  honourable  mention,  was  the  bearer  of  this 
letter.  He  returned  with  an  anfwer  from  Monf.  Legardeur 
De  St.  Pierre,  dated  at  the  fort  on  Beuf  River,  15th  De- 
cember, 1753  ;  of  which  the  following  is  an  exact  iranfla- 
tion  : 

u  AS  I  have  the  honour  to  command  here  in  chief,  Mr. 
"  Wajhington  delivered  me  the  letter,  which  you  directed  to  the 
"  commandant  of  the  French  troops,  IJhould  have  been  pleafed 
"  if  you  had  given  him  orders,  or  if  he  himfelf  had  been  difpofed, 
"  to  vifit  Canada  and  our  general ;  to  whom,  rather  than  to  me9 
"  it  properly  appertains  to  demonfirate  the  reality  of  the  King  my 
"  mafler's  rights  to  lands  fituated  along  the  Ohio,  and  to  difpute 
"  the  pretenftons  of  the  King  of  Great-Britain  in  that  refpecl. 

"  J  Jhall  immediately  forward  your  letter  to  Monf  Le  Mar* 
M  quis  Du  Qiiefne,  His  anfwer  will  be  a  law  to  me  :  and  if  he 
"  direcls  me  to  communicate  it  to  you,  I  affure  you,  Sir,  I  Jhall 
"  neglecl  nothing  that  may  be  neceffary  to  convey  it  to  you  with 
"  expedition, 

"  As  to  the  requifition  you  make  (that  I  retire  with  the  troops 
u  under  my  command)  I  cannot  believe  my f elf  under  any  obliga- 
tion to  fubmit  to  it,  I  am  here,  in  virtue  of  my  general's  or- 
"  ders  ;  and  I  beg,  Sir,  you  would  not  doubt'  a  moment  of  my 
u  fixed  refolution  to  conform  to  them,  with  all  the  exaclitude  and 
"  fteadinefs  that  might  be  expecled  from  a  better  officer, 

"  I  do  not  know  that,  in  the  courfe  of  this  campaign,  any  thing 
iC  has  paffed  that  can  be  efteemed  an  acl  of  hoflility,  or  contrary 
"  to  the  treaties  fubfifling  between  the  two  Crowns  ;  the  continu- 
u  ation  of  which  is  as  inter  efting  and  pleafing  to  us,  as  it  can  be 
iC  to  the  Englifh,  If  it  had  been  agreeable  to  you,  Sir,  in  this 
tc  refpecl,  to  have  made  a  particular  detail  of  the  f acl s  which  oc- 
casion your  complaint,  IJhould  have  had  the  honour  of  anfwer- 

"  ing 

■•",r,ir    ■  ;  " ■    ■  1  ■  1  ,1    -  .     ,  .1  1  ■,.■!.  jij.i  .11  ,m       ,m        i  1  m 

*  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Virginia. 


72  Review  of  the  military  Operations 

i 

"  ing  you  in  the  mofl  explicit  manner  ;  and  I  am  per/haded  you 
"  would  have  had  reafon  to  befatisfied. 

"  /  have  taken  particular  care  to  receive  Mr.  Wafhingtoix 
<c  ■with  all  the  diftinclion  fiat able  to  your  dignity  and  to  his  aual 
■  ity  and  great  merit.  I  flatter  my f elf  that  he  will  do  me  this 
u jufilce->  and  join  with  me  in  tefiifying  the  profound  refpetl  with 
"which  I  am,  "SIR, 

"  Tour  mofl  humble  and 
u  mofl  obedient  Servant, 

"  Legardeur  De  St,  Pierre.'' 

On  the  receipt  of  this  refolute  anfwer,  Mr.  Dinwiddie 
made  inftant  complaint  to  the  Court  of  Great-Britain  ; 
and  by  alarming  fpeeches  laboured  to  roufe  the  Virgin- 
ians  into  a  vigorous  oppofition.  He  wrote  alfo  to  th* 
neighbouring  governors,  importuning  the  aid  of  the  other 
colonies,  for  repelling  the  invafion,  and  erecting  a  fort  a! 
the  confluence  of  the  Ohio  and  Mononsrahela.  An  imme- 
diate  junction  in  fuch  meafures  became  abfolutely  requifite 
for  our  common  fecurity.  But  the  colonies,  alas  !  wert 
funk  into  a  profound  lethargy  ;  and,  refigned  to  ftupidity 
and  {lumbering,  appeared  infeniible  of  the  threatening  dan- 
ger.  They  contemned  the  power  of  Canada  ;  confided  ifl 
the  number  of  their  inhabitants  ;  inattentive  were  they  t<3 
the  inconveniencies  of  an  endlefs  frontier  ;  and,  in  fhort,  in* 
tirely  unacquainted  with  the  fituation  of  the  inland  country 
The  waters  of  the  Ohio,  before  this  period,  were  fcarcery 
known,  fave  to  a  few  Indian  traders  ;  and  the  generality 
deemed  thofe  French  fettlements  too  remote  to  be  the  ob< 
ject  of  dread,  and  a  matter  of  infignificant  moment.  Ao 
cordingly,  when  application  was  made  for  fuccours  to 
Virginia,  conformable  to  directions  from  the  miniftry,  fomt 
of  our  provincial  aiTemblies,  particularly  thofe  of  Pennfylva- 
nia*  and  New-York.f  feemed  even  to  queftion  his  Majefty's 

titfc 

*  U  You  would  not  admit,  that  the  French  encroachments  and  forri- 
"  fications  on  the  Ohio  were  within  our  limits,  or  his  Majefty's  domin- 
"  ions,  thereby  feeking  an  excufe  to  avoid  doing  what  w;is  required  of 
"  you."  Gai'.  Merrir's  mrjfage  to  the  ajfembiy  of 

Pcv.nfylvaniay  2  2  Ndv.  1755. 

f  "  It  appears,  hy  othal:  papers  your  Honour  has  been  pleafed  to 

"  communicate 
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title  to  the  lands  ufurped  by  the  French*  Others,  to  avoid 
their  fhare  in  the  burden,  framed  the  molt  trifling  excufes. 
New- York,  however,  voted  £.5000  currency  in  aid  of  Vir- 
ginia ;  which,  conlidering  her  own  fituation,  and  approach- 
ing diilrefs,  was  no  ungenerous  contribution. 

The  Virginians  neverthelefs  proceeded  in  their  refolu- 
tion  of  marching  a  body  of  troops  to  the  protection  of 
their  frontiers  :  and  paffed  an  acl:  in  February,  1754,  for 
railing  £.10,000  and  300  men;  The  command  was  given 
to  Col.  Walhington,  a  young  gentleman  of  great  bravery 
and  diftinguilhed  merit.  By  his  Majelty's  direction,  two 
of  the  regular  independent  companies  of  foot  at  New- York 
were  ordered, to  the  frontier  of  that  dominion.  They  em- 
barked for  Virginia  on  board  the  Centaur  man  of  war  ; 
which  unfortunately  did  not  fail  from  thence  till  the  mid- 
dle of  June,  and  carried  the  money  before  mentioned  to 
:he  affiftance  of  that  colony.  , 

Col.  Walhington  began  his  march,  at  the  head  of  his  Ut- 
ile army,  about  the  ill  of  May.  On  the  28th  he  had  a 
kirmilh  with  the  enemy,  of  whom  ten  were  llain,  and 
ibout  twenty  made  prifoners.  But  this  publick-fpirited  of- 
Icer  foon  experienced  a  reverfe  of  fortune.  Waiting  for 
urther  reinforcements,  he  was  alarmed  with  an  account, 
:hat  900  French  and  200  Indians  were  advancing  from  the 
Dhio  ;  who  accordingly  in  two  days  after*  came  up,  and 
in  engagement  immediately  enfued.  Our  troops  were  but 
1  handful  compared  to  the  number  of  the  enemy,  conlift- 
ng  only  of  about  three  hundred  effective  men.  After  a 
rigorous  reliftance  for  three  hours,  in  which  it  was  faid 
lear  two  hundred  of  the  French  and  their  Indian  allies 
vere  llain  ;  Col.  Wailiington,  obferving  the  great  fuperi- 
)rity  of  the  enemy,  who  now  began  to  hem  him  in  on  all 

quarters, 

'  communicate  to  us,  that  the  French  have  built  a  fort  at  a  place  called 
{  the.. French  Creek,  at  a  corifiderable  diftance  from  the  river  Ohio, 
'  which  may,  but  does'  not  by  any  evidence  or  information  appear  to 
4  us  to  be  an  invafion  of  any  of  his  Majefty's  colonies." 

Addrefi  of  the  general  affembly  to  Lieut,  Gov* 
De  Lancey,  23  Aprils  1754. 

*  The  third  of  July. 

L  IVoL  vii.] 
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quarters,  found  himfelf  under  an  abfolute  neceflity  of  rub 
milting  to  the  difagreeable  terms  that  were  offered  him.f 

In  this  action  we  had  thirty  killed  and  fifty  wounded 
The  French  were  obierved  to  be  affiled  by  a  considerable 
number  of  Indians,  who  had  been  long  in>  the  Englifh  alii 
ance  :  Not  a  few  of  them  were  known  to  be  Delawares 
Shawanefe,  and  of  the  Six  Nations.*     On  the  furrender  oJ 

oui 

f   Tks  terms  of  capitulation  granted  by  Motif.  Be  Villiery  captain  and  com 

??iander  of  the  Infantry   of  his    Moji   Chri/Iian   Majefly,   to  thofe  Englif 

troops  actually  in  Fort  Necejfity,  ivhich  is  built  on  the  land  of  the  king's  do 

minions. 

AS  our  intentions  have  never  been  to  trouble  the  peace,  and  harmony 
which  reigns  bet\vecn  the  two  princes  in  amity,  but  only  to  revenge  thi 
afTaflination  which  has  been  done  on  one  of  our  officer  ,  bearer  of  a  fta 
tion,  as  appears  by  his  writing  ;  as  alio  to  hinder  any  eftablifhment  01 
the  lands  in  the  dominions  of  the  king  my  mailer  ;  upon  thefe  confider 
ations,  we  are  willing  to  grant  protection  and  favour  to  all  the  Engliil 
that  are  in  the  fa  id  fort,  upon  the  conditions  hereafter  mentioned. 

Article  I.  We  grant  the  Englifh  commander,  to  retire  with  all  hi; 
gairifon,  and  to  return  peaceably  into  his  own  country  ;  and  promife  t( 
hinder  his  receiving  any  infults  from  us  French,  and  to  reftrain,  as  mud 
as  (hall  be  in  our  power,  the  favages  that  are  with  us. 

Art.  II.  That  the  Englifh  be  permitted  to  march  out,  and  carr} 
every  thing  with  them,  except  the  artillery,  which  we  keep. 

Art.  III.    That  we  will  allow  the  Englilh  all  the  honours  of  war 
and  that  they  lhall  march  out  with  drums  beating,  and  with  a  fwivei 
gun  ; — that  we  are  willing  to  mew  that  we  treat  them  as  friends. 

Art.  IV.  That  as  foon  as  the  articles  are  figned  by  both  parties, 
they  {hike  the  Englilh  colours. 

Art.  V.  That  to-morrow,  at  break  of  day,  a  detachment  of  the 
French  fhall  make  the  garrifon  file  off,  and  take  poffeilion  of  the  fort  ; 
And  as  the  Englilh  have  a  few  horfes  or  oxen,  they  are  free  to  hide 
their  efFccls,  and  come  and  fearch  for  them  when  they  have  met  theii 
horfes  :  And  that  they  may  for  this  end  have  guardians,  in  what  man- 
ner they  pleafe,  upon  condition  that  they  will  give  their  word  of  honour 
not  to  work  upon  any  building  in  this  place,  or  in  any  part  this  fide  the 
mountains,  during  a  year,  to  be  accounted  from  this  day.  And  as  the 
Englifh  have  now  in  their  power  an  ofirccr,  two  cadets,  and  mod  of  the 
pri loners  made  in  the  afTaflination  of  Sieur  Defamonville,  that  they 
promife  to  fend  them  back  to  the  Fort  De  Du  Quefne,  fituate  on  the 
Fine  River  :  And  for  the  fecurity  of  this  article,  as  well  as  this  treaty, 
MefT.  Jacob  Van  Bracham  and  Robert  Stobo,  both  captains  (hall  be 
put  as  hoftages,  till  the  arrival  of  the  Canadians  and  French  above- 
mentioned.  We  oblige  ourfelves,  on  our  fide,  to  give  an  efcort  to  re- 
turn in  fafety  thefe  two  officers ;  a  duplicate  being  made  upon  or  of  the 
poft  of  our  blockade.  July  3,  1754. 

1  They  are  called  Mingoes  by  the  fouthcrn  Indians. 
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our  camp,  they  fell  at  once  to  pillaging  the  baggage  and 
provifions  ;  and  not  content  with  this,  they  afterwards 
fhot  fome  of  the  horfes  and  cattle,  and  fcalped  two  of  the 
wounded.f 

Againft  this  conduct,  Col.  Washington  remonftrated,  but 
all  his  arguments  made  but  little  impreffion  upon  them. 
The  Canadians  delight  in  blood  ;  and  in  barbarity  exceed, 
if  poilible,  the  very  favages  themfelves.  Thus  the  French 
remained  mailers  of  the  field  ;  the  Indians  were  riveted  in 
their  defection  ;  his  Majefty's  arms  unfuccefsful  ;  and  our 
frontiers  expofed,  through  the  ill-timed  parfimony  of  the 
provinces.  The  enemy,  on  the"  other  hand,  wifely  im- 
proved the  prefent  advantage,  and  erected  forts,  to  fecure 
to  themfelves  the  quiet  poneffion  of  that  fertile  country. 
How  evident  then  was  the  neceffity  of  uniting  the  power  of 
the  Britifh  colonies  !  The  expediency  of  a  plan  for  that 
purpofe  had  been  before  confidered.  Some  meafures  feem* 
ed  alfo  abfolutely  requiiite  for  fupporting  our  Indian  inter* 
eft,  and  preventing  their  total  declenfion. 

Accordingly,  agreeable  to  his  Majefty's  orders,  the  14th 
of  June  was  appointed  for  a  grand  congrefs  of  commuTa- 
ries  from  the  feveral  provinces,  to  be  hekl  at  Albany,  as 
well  to  treat  with  the  Six  Nations,  as  to  concert  a  fcheme 
for  a  general  union  of  the  Britifh  colonies.  Meifengers 
had  been  difpatched  to  the  Indian  caftles  J  to  requeft  their 
attendance  ;  but  they  did  not  arrive  till  the  latter  end  of 
the  month  ;  and  the  Mohawks,  who  live  but  40  miles  dif- 
tant,  came  in  laft.  This  occafioned  various  fpecula- 
tions  :  fome  imputed  it  to  fear  ;  left  the  French,  in  their 
abfence,  mould  fall  upon  their  countries  :  Others  to  art, 
imagining  that  by  exciting  our  jealoufy  of  their  wavering 
difpofition,  at  fo  critical  a  juncture,  the  more  liberal  would 
be  the  prefents  made  them  by  the  feveral  governments. 
Not  a  few  thought  it  an  artifice  of  Mr.  Johnfon's,  who  ex- 
pecting to  rife  into  importance,  from  the  reputation  of  a 

mighty 

f  Among  other  infractions  of  the  capitulation,  the  deftru&ion  of  the 
doctor's  box  ought  not  to  be  forgotten  ;  by  which  means  our  wounded 
were  barbaroufly  diftreiTed. 

See  Col.  Innes's  letter  of  12  July,  1754- 

t  the  Indians  call  their  villages,  which  are  only  furrounded  with 
pallifades,  caftles. 
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mighty  influence  over  the  Indians,  kept  them  from  a 
punctual  attendance  ;  being  very  confident  of  a  publick  re- 
queft  to  himfelf  from  the  commiflioners,  to  go  up,  and 
haflen  their  progrefs.  There  was  the  higheft  evidence  of 
the  like  piece  of  policy  at  an  Indian  treaty,  during  Mr. 
Clinton's  adminiftration.  The  Indians  however  at  length 
arrived,  though  fewer  in  number  than  was  expected,  or 
had  been  ufual  on  thofe  folemn  occafions.  Hendrick,  a 
noted  Mohawk  fachem,*  apologized  for  the  delay  of  that 
canton,  in  a  fpeech  to  this  effect. :  cc  There  was  (/aid  he)  an 
"  interview  loft  fall,  between  Col.  John/on  and  the  Six  Nations , 
"  at  Onondago.  Our  brethren  of  the  other  nations  reported, 
"  that  his  fpeech  to  us  was  concerted  by  the  Mohawks  :  We 
"  therefore  come  laji,  to  prevent  any  ground  for  the  repetition 
"  of  fuch  Jlanders,  with  regard  to  the  addrefs  now  to  be  made 
"  us  by  your  Honour" 

The  Congrefs  having  been  opened  on  the  18th  of  June, 
were  ready  to  treat  with  the  Six  Nations  ;  and  on  the 
29th,  after  fettling  difputes  between  the  commiflioners  con- 
cerning rank  and  precedence,  Mr.  De  Lancey,  the  Lieut, 
Governor  of  New- York,  addreffed  himfelf  in  a  fpeech  to  the 
Indians. — On  his  right  hand,  were  Meffrs.  Murray  and 
Johnfon,  two  of  the  council  of  New- York  ;  next  to  them, 
Meffrs.  Wells,  Hutchinfon,  Chandler,  Partridge,  and  Wor- 
thington,  commiflioners  from  the  Maffachufetts  Bay  ;  then 
the  gentlemen  from  New-Hampihire,  Meflrs.  Wibird,  At- 
kinfon,  Weare,  and  Sherburne  ;  and  lafl:  on  that  fide,  Meffrs. 
Hopkins  and  Howard,  commiflioners  of  Rhode-Ifland.  On 
his  left  were  feated,  Meffrs.  Chambers  and  Smith,  two 
other  of  his  Majefty's  council  for  New- York  ;  then  the 
Connecticut  commiflioners,  Lieutenant-Governor  Pitkin, 
Major  Woolcot,  and  Col.  Williams  ;  after  them,  Meffrs. 
Penn,  Peters,  Norris,  and  Franklin,  from  Pennfylvania  ; 
and  laft  of  all,  Col.  Talker  and  Maj.  Barnes,  from  Maryland. 

The  treaty  was  conducted  with  great  folemnity.  The 
Indians  appeared  well  pleafed  with  the  prefents  from  the 
feveral  governments  ;  which,  compared  to  former  dona- 
tions, amounted  to  an  immenfe  value  :    But  in  their  an- 

fwer 

*  A  fachcm  is  a  warrior,  and  a  man  of  an  eftablifhed  reputation  for 
his  wifdom  and  bravery,  among  the  Indians. 
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fwer  recriminated  upon  us  the  defertion  of  our  fort  J  at 
Saratoga  the  laft  war  ;  lamented  the  defencelefs  condition 
of  our  frontier  city  of  Albany  ;  and  extolled  the  better 
conduct  of  the  French,  in  fortifying  and  maintaining  their 
garrifons. 

The  Indians  being  difmiHed,  the  conferences  were  con- 
tinued till  the  nth  of  July.  The  commiffioners  were3 
both  for  abilities  and  fortune,  fome  of  the  moft  confidera- 
ble  men  in  North- America.  The  fpeakers,  however,  were 
not  many  ;  but  of  thofe  who  fpoke,  fome  delivered  them* 
felves  with  lingular  energy  and  eloquence.  All  were  in- 
flamed with  a  patriot  fpirit,  and  the  debates  were  nervous 
and  pathetic.  This  aflembly,  my  Lord,  might  very  prop- 
erly be  compared  to  one  of  the  ancient  Greek  conventions, 
for  fupporting  their  expiring  liberty  againft  the  power  of 
the  Perfian  empire,  or  that  Lewis  of  Greece,  Philip  of 
Macedon.  In  the  concluiion,  a  plan  was  concerted  for  a 
general  union  of  the  Britifh  colonies,  and  creating  a  com- 
mon fund  to  defray  all  military  expences  ;  and  a  reprefen- 
tation  of  their  prefent  ftate  drawn  up  ;  which  were  agreed 
to  be  laid  before  the  King's  niinifters.  Some  of  the  gov- 
ernments have  neverthelefs  declared  themfelves  averfe  to 
this  fcheme  ;  though  approved  at  the  time  by  every  mem- 
ber of  the  congrefs,  except  Mr.  De  Lancey.  Unaccounta- 
ble was  the  conduct  of  this  gentleman  to  feveral  of  the 
provincial  deputies.  But  thofe  who  were  beft  acquaint- 
ed with  his  character  and  love  of  fway,  afcribed  his  aver- 
sion from  the  plan,  to  an  apprehenfion,  that  fhould  the 
fame  take  place,  the  fupreme  officer,  who  agreeably  to  it 
was  to  preiide  in  the  grand  council  of  deputies  from  the 
refpective  colonies,  would  moft  probably  be  the  governor 
of  the  Maffachufetts  Bay  :  An  apprehenlion,  which  repref- 
fed  his  own  afpiring  views  ;  and  it  was  imagined,  ftung 
him  with  unfpeakable  chagrin. 

As  the  Lieutenant-Governor  will  appear,  in  the  courfe 

}f  this  letter,  to  bear  a  principal  part  in  our  public  tranfac- 

ions,  it  will  be  neceffary,  before  I  proceed  any  farther,  to 

jDrefent   your   Lordfhip  with   his  picture  at  full  length. 

Without 

J  Upon  the  difbanding  of  the  forces  raifed  for  the  Canada  expedition 
In  1746,  and  the  affembly's  difmclination  to  garrifon  it,  the  fort,  by 
>rder  of  Mr.  Clinton,  was  burnt  and  abandoned. 
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Without  an  intimate  knowledge  of  that  gentleman's  hifto* 
ry  and  genius,  it  will  be  impoffible  to  comprehend  his  con* 
duel,  or  trace  his  actions,  to  their  genuine  fource. 

He  is  the  eldeft  branch  of  one  of  the  firft  families  in  the 
province.  His  father,  a  French  refugee,  a  gentleman  of 
diftinguifhed  rank  in  this  city,  and  who  here  acquired  a 
large  fortune,  fent  him  for  his  education  to  the  Univerfity 
of  Cambridge.  He  was  a  youth  of  prompt  parts,  and 
made  a  connderable  progrefs  in  learning,  efpecially  in  the 
dailies.  In  the  year  1729,  he  was,  by  Governor  Mont- 
gomery's recommendation,  created  one  of  his  Majefty2s 
council  of  New- York  ;  but  never  engaged  the  public  at- 
tention, till  the  time  of  Mr.  Colby.  He  became  then  very 
famous.  With  this  governor  he  took  part  in  moft  or  all 
of  his  meafures  ;  meafures  extremely  arbitrary,  and  pro- 
ductive of  an  adminiftration  odious  and  turbulent.  Cofby3 
in  return  for  his  minifterial  fervices,  loaded  him  with  fa< 
vours.  Depofing  Chief  Juftice  Morris  (the  main  obftacle  tc 
his  perilous  projects)  he  raifed  him  to  the  firft  feat  on  the 
bench.*  But  though  his  excellency  had  the  difpofition  oi 
offices,  he  could  by  no  means  delegate  the  affections  of  the 
people.  Accordingly,  our  politician  was  equally  honoured 
and  defpifed.  He  enjoyed  the  fmiles  of  the  governor, 
which  loaded  him  with  the  curfes  of  the  people  ;  was  cai 
refifed  by  the  former,  and  by  the  latter  abhorred.  Cofby 
leaving  a  fucceffor  capable  of  governing  without  a  promp. 
ter,  the  chief  juftice  found  it  neceffary  to  deface  the  mem- 
ory of  his  former  conduct,  by  cultivating  the  arts  of  popu- 
larity. Mr.  Clarke,  who  iucceeded,t  being  perfectly  mailer 
of  our  conftitution,  a  gentleman  of  experience  and  penetra- 
tion, and  intimately  acquainted  with  the  temper  of  the 
people,  in  a  ihort  time  reconciled  all  parties ;  and  by  reftor- 
ing  the  public  tranquillity,  rendered  Mr.  De  Lancey's  plod- 
ding abilities  utterly  ufelefs.  Hence  he  was  at  full  leifure 
to  court  the  populace.  Suddenly  he  became  transformed 
mto  a  patriot ;  and,  ftrange  to  relate  !  without  a  fingle  aft 

0 

*  Mr.  De  Lancey  was  not  educated  to  the  law  ;  but  having  fpen* 
fome  time,  after  his  return  from  England,  in  the  ftudy  of  that  fcience 
Gov.  Montgomery  appointed  him  fecond  judge  of  the  fupreme  Court  0 
Judicature. 

t  In  March,  1736. 
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of  patriotifm.  His  uncommon  vivacity,  with  the  fern- 
blance  of  affability  and  eafe  ;  his  adroitnefs  at  a  jell,  with 
a  ihew  of  condefcenfton  to  his  inferiors,  wonderfully  facil- 
itated his  progrefs.  Thefe  plaulible  arts,  together  with  his 
influence  as  chief  juftice,  and  a  vaft  perfonal  eftate  at  ufe, 
all  confpired  to  fecure  his  popular  triumph.  To  eftablifh 
fuch  an  undue  power,  and  amazing  influence,  would,  in  a 
Grecian  commonwealth,  have  expbfed  a  man  of  lefs  ambi- 
tion and  better  principles  to  the  oftracifm.  Mr.  Clarke 
being  fuperfeded  by  Governor  Clinton,*  Mr.  De  Lancey 
was  prefented  with  a  frefh  opportunity  for  the  exhibition 
of  his  political  genius.  Mr.  Clinton,  a  gentleman  of  but 
indifferent  parts,  wholly  reiigned  himfelf  into  his  hands- 
Contenting  himfelf  with  the  title  and  falary  of  governor,, 
he  left  the  fole  direction  of  affairs  to  his  minifter,  who,  by 
virtue  of  his  late  acquired  omnipotence  with  the  affembly9 
carried  all  his  points,  and  even  endeared  him  to  the  people. 
This  intimacy  fubfifted  no  longer  than  it  was  found  con- 
ducive  to  his  deiigns.  Having  obtained  from  Mr.  Clinton 
a  new  commiffion  for  his  office  of  chief  juftice  during  good 
behaviour  ;  and  flattering  himfelf  with  the  hopes  of  another,, 
appointing  him  lieutenant-governor,  through  the  interell 
of  his  friends  in  England,  he  cared  not  how  foon  his  ex- 
cellency abdicated  the  province,  nor  how  tempeftuous  he 
rendered  his  adminiftration  ;  and  was  therefore  prepared 
for  an  open  rupture*  He  no  fooner  thought  himfelf  capa- 
ble of  acting  independently  of  the  governor,  than,  like 
Sixtus  Quintus,  who  threw  aiide  his  crutches  the  moment 
of  his  exaltation  to  the  popedom,  he  put  off  all  that  hum- 
ble devotion,  by  which  he  had  fo  fatally  deceived  his  too 
credulous  mailer,  and  openly  fet  himfelf  at  defiance  againft 
him.  Now  he  began  to  di&ate,  rather  than  advife  :  and, 
inftead  of  Sejanus,  chofe  to  be  Tiberius  himfelf.  Dining 
one  day  with  Mr.  Clinton,  and  infilling  upon  fome  favour- 
ite point  with  great  imperioufnefs,  the  governor,  who  had 
hitherto  very  cordially  fuffered  himfelf  to  be  led,  refufed 
on  this  occahon  to  be  driven.  The  Chief  Juftice  then  arofe 
and  left  him  ;  declaring,  with  an  oath,  he  would  make  his 
adminiftration  uneafy  for  the  future  :  His  Excellency  re- 
plied, he  might  do  his  worft.     Thus  they  parted  ;  nor  were 

^ •  ever 

*  Mr*  Clinton  arrived  as  governor,  zz  Sept  1743- 


8$  Review  of  the  military  Operations 

ever  afterwards  reconciled.  This  breach  gave  rife  to  the 
contentions,  which  fo  unhappily  embroiled  our  provincial 
affairs,  during  the  remainder  of  his  adminiftration.  The 
aifembly  were  inftantly  inflamed.  He  who  before  had  been 
able  to  make  them  connive  at  very  unjuftifiable  fteps,  could 
at  once  ftir  up  an  oppofition  to  the  molt  unexceptionable 
meafures.  Remonftrances,  warm  and  virulent,  were  now 
drawn  up  ;  unworthy  their  own  dignity  to  offer,  and  re- 
plete  with  the  groffeft  language  to  his  Majefty's  reprefenta- 
tive.  Thus  was  formed  againft  Mr.  Clinton  a  powerful 
party,  which  ceafed  not,  while  he  continued  at  the  helm, 
to  harafs  and  perplex  him.  To  fuch  an  exorbitant  length 
did  they  carry  their  oppofition,  as  to  throw  off  the  reftraint 
of  humanity  :  They  had  even  recourfe  to  force  and  vio- 
lence. Nay,  a  partifan  of  the  Chief  Juftice,  in  defiance  of 
the  facred  rights  of  the  magiftracy  and  the  law,  to  fhew 
his  refentment  againft  Mr.  Clinton  and  his  adherents,  af- 
iaulted  the  mayor  ;  whipped  the  flieriff  ;  damned  the  Gov- 
ernor ;  and  ftabbed  his  phyfician.  My  Lord,  we  became 
the  fport  and  contempt  of  our  neigh  ours  ;  and  it  is  beyond 
contradiction,  that  Mr.  De  Lancey,  by  blowing  up  the 
coals  of  contention,  did  the  province  more  injury,  than  he 
will  be  ever  able  to  repair.  Nor  is  there  any  reafon  to 
doubt,  that  the  enormous  power  of  this  gentleman,  and  the 
ferment  raifed  againft  Mr.  Clinton,  occaiioned  the  39th  ar-i. 
tide  of  the  King's  inftructions  to  Sir  Danvers  Ofborn  ; 
which  appears  purpofely  calculated  to  render  our  future 
Governors  independent  on  his  influence  over  the  affem- 
bly  :  For  a  law  indefinite,  making  provifion  for  the  falary 
allowed  by  the  King  to  his  Governors  ;  and  competent  fal- 
aries  to  all  judges,  juftices,  and  other  neceffary  officers  and 
minifters  of  government ;  fuch  a  law,  I  fay,  would  effectu- 
ally render  a  Governor  independent  of  the  affembly,  and 
confequently  of  any  undue  influence  in  it.  Nor  without 
fuch  independence,  or  an  abridgement  of  Mr.  De  Lancey's 
power,  by  reducing  him  to  his  primitive  private  ftation^ 
do  I  fee  any  probability  of  the  extinction  of  that  party- 
fpirit,  which  hath  fo  long  difturbed  the  tranquillity,  and  in- 
jured the  publick  weal  of  the  colony.  Mr.  Clinton,  being 
iuperfeded  by  Sir  Danvers  Ofborn,*  a  gentleman  of  a  mofi 

amiable 
*  Sir  Danvers  Ofborn  arrived  at  New-York  the  7th  of  October,  1753. 
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Amiable  moral  character,  retired  into  the  country  ;  from 
whence  he  propofed  to  embark  for  Great-Britain.  The 
Chief  Juftice,  notwithstanding  his  Idng  declared  enmity, 
and  unwearied  induflry  to  embarrafs  his  adminiftration, 
had  now— the  humility,  fhall  I  call  it  ? — to  difpatch  a-mef- 
fenger  to  him,  with  defign,  if  poffible*  to  procure  an  accom- 
modation, in  order  to  fecure  his  favour  in  England* 
When  he  could  no  longer  diftrefs  him  in  America*  It  were 
difficult  to  determine,  whether  this  required  a  higher  de- 
gree of  affurance  or  fervility.  But  it  is  no  uncommon 
thing,  to  behold  the  fame  perfon  faftidious  and  fawning, 
fupercilibus  and  fycopb?ntice  Mr.  Clinton,  far  from  an 
implacable  enemy,  began  to  be  foftened  ;  when  his  lady 
[who,  if  born  among  the  Scythians,  had  been  the  Thaleflris 
of  antiquity)  unravelling  the  fecretj,  fruftrated  at  once  all 
expectations  of  a  competition  \  and  gave  the  plenipotentia- 
ry fuch  a  volley  of  invective  againft  his  conflituent,  as  ren- 
dered all  future  overtures  entirely  hopelefs* 

On  the  death  of  Sir  Dan  Vers  Ofborn5t  equally  unexpect- 
ed and  deplored,  Mr.  De  Lancey  publifhed  the  commiilion 
lie  had  juft  received  appointing  him  Lieutenant-Governor. 
He  was  now  to  act  a  part  entirely  new,  and  demanding  the 
rull  exertion  of  his  political  dexterity.  In  the  firft  place, 
le  had  to  convince  the  fniniilry  of  his  utmoft  efforts  to  car- 
:y  the  King's  inftructions  in  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives  : 
&nd  iii  the  next,  in  order  to  preferve  his  popularity  with 
:he  affembly,  and  not  in  the  mod  flagrant  manner  coun- 
:eract  his  avowed  principles,  he  was  to  fatisfy  them,  that 
n  reality  he  by  no  means  expected  their  compliance  with 
:hem.  To  execute  the  former  part  of  this  plan,  in  his 
peech  of  the  31ft  of  October,  17533  t0  tne  council  and 
general  affembly,  he  fays  i  u  Tou  will  perceive  by  the  39th 
c  article  of  his  Majefifs  injiruclions  to  Sir  Danvers  OJborn, 
c  (copies  of  which  I  Jh  all  herewith  deliver  you* )  how  highly  his 

"  Majejly 

f  This  happened  on  the  12th  of  Oclober,  1753. 

*  The  39th  inftruction  was  publimed  in  one  of  our  newfpapers,  and 
eprinted  in  England.  The  publication  of  it  was  thought  to  have  been 
ntended  to  excite  the  popular  clamour  ;  and  it  occafioned  the  refent- 
aent  of  tlie  miniftry.  It  is  worth  remarking,  that  copies  of  feveral 
ther  inftruftions  were  exprefsly  ordered  by  his  Majefty  to  be  laid  be- 
are  tile  aiTembly  ;  but  no  fuch  directions  were  given  with  refpeft  to  this. 
M  IVol  vii,] 
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"  Majejly  is  ciifp  leafed  at  the  neglect  of,  and  contempt  [hewn  to, 
"  his  royal  commijfion  and  injlruclions,  by  your  paffing  laws  of  fo 
"  extraordinary  a  rial  are,  and  by  fiich  your  unwarrantable  pro- 
"  ceedings,  particularly  jet  forth  in  this  injlruciion  :  Hence  aljl 
v  his  Majeffs  royal  plcafurc  as  to  thefe  matters  will  appear, 
"  and  what  he  expccls  from  you.  On  this  head,  I  mu/l  obfervt 
"  to  yoUi  that  by  cur  excellent  confutation  the  executive  power  a 
"  lodged  in  the  crown  :  That  all  government  is  founded  on  c 
"  confidence,  that  every  perf on  will  d  if  charge  the  duty  of  his  ft a> 
"  tion  ;  and  if  there  foould  be  any  abufe  of  power,  that  the  lega 
"  and  regular  courfe  is  to  make  application  to  his  Majejly,  who 
"  having  a  paternal  iendernefs  for  all  his  fubjecls,  is  alway. 
Ci  ready  to  hear  and  redrefs  their  grievances/3  And  thei 
addrefiing  himfelf  to  the  afTembly  in  particular  :  "  /  muj 
"  earneflly  prefs  it  upon  you,  that  in  preparing  your  bill  for  th 
u  fupport  of  government  and  other  public  fervices,  you  pay  a  du 
"  regard  to  his  Majejlfs  pleafure  ftgmfed  in  his  infractions 
"  and  frame  them  infuch  a  manner,  as,  when  laid  before  me  Jm 
"  my  affent,  I  may  give  it  coyfiftent  with  my  duty  to  his  Majejly' 
What  think  you,  my  Lord  ?  could  your  favourite  Garricl 
have  perfonated  Richard  the  Third  in  a  livelier  manner  thai 
this  gentleman  the  real  advocate  for  the  royal  inftruction 
Could  the  man,  who  but  a  day  or  two  before  had  intriguec 
with  the  members  how  to  elude  that  very  inftruction,  pre 
ferve  his  gravity, while  acting  fuch  a  tragi-comical  farce  ?  fo 
that,  my  Lord,  was  the  method  in  which  he  performed  th 
fecond  part  of  his  plan.  As  his  Majefty's  reprefentative,  h 
was  obliged  to  urge  their  compliance  with  feeming  lincerit^ 
and  warmth  ;  but  as  James  De  Lancey,  Efq.  their  old  frien< 
and  beft  advifer,  it  was  his  real  fentiment,  that  neve 
ought  they  to  fubmit. 

Matters  being  thus  previoufly  adjufted,  the  aflembly,  ii 
their  addrefs,  ftudioufly  avoid  a  categorical  anfwer  with  re 
fpecl  to  the  indefinite  fupport  :  But  to  gratify  his  Honour 
and  blacken  the  memory  of  Mr.  Clinton,  that  he  migh 
not  prejudice  him  in  England,  they  make  ufe  of  thi 
memorable  evafion  ;  "  On  reading  the  39th  article  of  hi 
"  Majc/lfs  inflruclions  to  Sir  Danvers  Ojborn,  your  Honcur\ 
"  immediate  predecejfor,  we  are  extremely  Jurprifcd  to  find,  the 
"  the  public  tranj actions  of  this  colony  have  been  fo  maliciouf 
u  mifreprcfented  to  our  rnofl  gracious  Sever cig?u     We  can,  Sit 
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*  w//^  /ntfA  tf/z<i  jujiice  affirm,  that  his  Majejly  has  not  in  his 
"  dominions  a  people  more  firmly,  and  that  from  principles  of real 
w  affeclion,  devoted  to  his  perfon,  family,  and  government,  than 
u  the  inhabitants  of  this  colony.  And  we  are  greatly  at  a  lofs 
u  to  difcover  in  what  in/lances  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  the 
"  colony  have  been  dijlurbed,  or  wherein  order  and  govern- 
"  ment  have,  been  fubverted,  If  the  courfe  of  jujiice  has  been 
"  objlrucled,  or  in  any  cafe  perverted,  it  has  been  by  the  direc- 
"  tion,  or  through  the  means,  of  Mr*  Clinton,  late  Governor  of 
w  this  province,  who  fent  peremptory  orders  to  the  judges,  clerk, 
"  and  fheriff  of  Duchefs  County,  tojlay  procefs,  and  flop  the  pro- 
"  cee dings  in  fever al  cafes  of  private  property,  depending  in  that 
"  court  ;  and  who  did,  in  other  counties,  commijfwnaie  judges  and 
"  jujiice s  of  known  ill  charatlers,  and  extreme  ignorance  :  One 
Ci '  Jtood  even  prefented  for  perjury  in  the  fupreme  court  of  this 
Cf  province,  whom  he  rewarded  with  the  office  of  ajfijl ant  judge  ; 
u  and  others  were  fo  jhamefully  ignorant  and  illiterate,  as  to  be 
"  unable  to  write  their  own  names.  From  whence  we  greatly 
"fear,  that  jujiice  has  in  many  cafes  been  partially,  or  very  un- 
"  duly  administered." 

I  fhall  not  trouble  your  Lordfhip  with  a  vindication  of 
Mr.  Clinton  ;  but  only  obferve,  that  the  fuits  commenced 
in  Duchefs  County  were  by  deferters  againft  their  cap- 
tains ;*  that  the  Governor,  who  was  no  lawyer,  allured 
the  houfe,  his  letters  to  the  juftices  were  written  unadvis- 
edly, and  with  precipitation  ;  and  that  if  any  man  was 
injured,  he  would  readily  compenfate  his  damages.  And 
as  to  the  charge  of  appointing  ignorant  juftices,  it  lies  with 
equal  truth  againft  all  our  governors,  (Mr.  De  Lancey 
himfelf  not  excepted)  who  to  influence  elections,  have  gone 
into  an  unjuftifiable  practice  of  intrufting  blank  commif- 
fions  with  certain  favourites  in  the  refpective  counties,  im- 
powered  to  place  and  difplace  civil  and  military  officers  at 
their  pleafure.  Thefe  election  jobbers  are  generally  the 
court  members  in  afTembly  :  And  decency,  my  Lord, 
(hould  have  induced  them  to  ftifle  the  ridiculous  affertion, 
that  Mr.  Clinton  rewarded  a  man  for  being  perjured  ;  as 
well  as  the  more  pertinent  invective  againft  the  dangerous 
ufage  juft  mentioned,  for  corrupting  the  houfe  of  repre- 
fentatives.  But  to  difgrace  Mr.  Clinton  was  expedient  to 
the  Lieutenant-Governor  ;  and  hence  this  attack  upon  the 
former.  Upon 

*  Captains  of  the  levies  raifed  for  the  Canada  expedition  in  1746. 
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Upon  his  Honour's  advancement  to  the  government, 
the  prefs  laboured  with  addreffes  ;  and  the  incenfe  offered 
upon  the  occafion  might  have  perfumed  the  whole  temple; 
of  Delphos.  It  was  not  enough,  that,  agreeable  to  ancient 
ufage,  he  was  prefented  with  the  compliments  of  public 
bodies  alone.  It  was  neceffary,  from  the  number  of  ad- 
dreffes, to  difplay  his  exteniive  influence,  and  the  univerfal 
joy  ;  thereby,  if  poffible,  to  lay  the  foundation  of  his. 
continuance  in  the  adminiftration.  4-ccordingly,  the  very 
militia  officers  and  fupervifors  of  Queen's  County  (a  mot- 
ley affemblage  !)  were  made  to  groan  out  their  afpirations. 
for  this  aufpicious  event:  ic  Oh'!  that'  his  gracious  Majefly 
"  would  be  pleafed  to  confirm  and  fix,  you,  for  a  long  time,  in 
H  this  exalted  ftation"  Never  have  I  feen  an  infignificant 
interjection  more  infignificantly  employed,  To  fo  extrav- 
agant a  pitch,  my  Lord,  did  this  exuberant  ardor  arrive, 
that  we  at  length  found  him  cloathed  with  an  incommu- 
nicable attribute  of  the  Deity  himfelf,  even  his  immutable 
moral  rectitude,  T  "  Thefe  things  in  you  (fay  they  J  are  not  fo 
"  properly  called  virtues,  as  natural  endowments.  Tou 
"  will  not,  you  cannot  acl  otherwife  than  you  do."  With 
fuch  fuflian  can  feme  men  be  regaled  ;  and  by  fuch  fuflian  is 
oftentimes  a  whole  nation  deluded. 

To  proceed  in  the  character  of  this  remarkable  Ameri- 
can :  He  is  a  perfon  of  quick  apprehenfion,  and  extenlive 
acquaintance  with  the  law  ;  which  he  acquired  with  in- 
credible application,  to  obliterate  the  indifferent  figure  he 
made,  when  firft  elevated  to  the  chief  feat  on  the  bench, 
to  ferve  the  purpofes  of  Governor  Colby .  Without  the 
talents,  he  has  all  the  ambition  of  a  Ripperda.  His  thirfl 
after  popularity,  which  in  him  is  a  mere  engine  of  ftate, 
hath  almoft  banifhed  all  public  fpirit  ;  and  the  triumphs 
of  power  occafioned  the  exile  of  common  fenfe.  Appre- 
henfive  of  the  diminution  of  his  own  luftre,  his  jealoufy 
will  not  admit  a  competitor  ;  but  fets  him  at  mortal  odds 
with  a  rifing,  independent  fpirit,  left  it  be  rewarded  with 
popular  favour,  and  thence  refult  into  popular  intereft,  in 
derogation  of  his  own  fovereign  influence.  Hence,  who- 
ever would  accomplifh  a  patriot  meafure,  muff  either  ob- 
tain his  leave  ;  and  then  he  arrogates  to  himfelf  the  merit 
due  to  its  author  \  or  carry  it  by  mere  ftratagem,  without 

which 
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which  he  may  be  fure  of  a  difappointment.  In  the  latter 
cafe,  he  has  generally  addrefs  enough  to  be  revenged  on 
the  projector,  by  rendering  both  him  and  his  project  uni- 
verfally  odious.  Some  among^  us  fee  thefe  arts  \  many 
fufped  them  j  few  dare  mention  them  ;  and  fewer  ftill 
oppofe  them.  Thus  a  people,  who  would  by  no  means  be 
forcibly  deprived  of  their  liberties,  poft  into  voluntary 
bondage  :  and  they  who  would  fcorn  a  vailalage  to  the 
greateft  monarch,  become  dupes  to  a  dictator  of  their  ow^ 
creation  o 

Of  all  provincial  affairs  he  is  the  uncontroled  direction 
As  chief  juftice,  great  is  his  intereft  in  the  counties :  with 
that  interefl:  he  commands  elections ;  with  his  fway  in 
elections  he  rules  the  affembiy  ;  and  with  his  fovereignty 
over  the  houfe  controls  a  governor.  His  influence  with 
the  members  of  the  affembiy  being  the  main  fource  of  his 
exorbitant  power,  never  will  he  ferve  the  Crown  at  the 
rifk  of  a  diffention  with  the  houfe.  He  will  only  ftand 
by  a  governor  while  at  his  devotion,  and  ftanding  fair 
with  the  people  ;  but,  in  cafe  of  a  rupture,  inftantly  facri- 
fice  prerogative  on  the  altar  of  popularity.  His  own  in- 
tereft is  his  idol,  and  every  thing  elfe  made  fubfervient  to 
procure  it  veneration  and  efteem.  The  men,  who  are  hist 
greateft  tools,  are  generally  by  himfelf  the  moll  defpifed  ; 
and  fometimes  treated  with  defpite  and  infult.  If  they 
difcover  the  leaft  freedom  of  refentment  (which  few  of 
them  dare  difcover)  he  can  with  a  fmile,  or  a  joke,  or  a 
promife,  or  a  bottle,  at  once  diflipate  the  flruggling  refo-* 
lution,  and  reduce  them  to  their  primitive  obfequioufnefs. 
By  hints,  by  threats  and  blandifhments,  by  emiffaries, 
by  dark  infinuations  and  private  cabals,  he  is  able  to  ren- 
der any  meafure  hateful  or  popular  ;  to  put  down,  or  raife 
up,  whom,  when,  and  what  he  pleafes.  Nay,  my  Lord,  I 
will  venture  to  affirm,  and  every  man  in  the  province 
muft  bear  me  teftimony,  that  while  his  influence  continues 
to  be  fupported  with  his  office  of  chief  juftice,  no  opera- 
tion, in  which  this  colony  is  concerned,  can  promife  fuc- 
cefs,  fhpuld  this  monopoliser  of  power  be  determined  to 
obftruct  it. 

Should  it  now  be  inquired,  Muft  not  a  man,  fo  ex- 
tremely popular,  be  neceffarily  poiTeffed  of  eminent  virtue, 

and 
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and  warmly  devoted  to  the  weal  of  the  people,  who  thus 
cordially  refound  his  fame,  fubmit  to  his  control,  and 
agree  to  adorn  his  triumph  ?  The  queflion  can  only  come 
from  a  novice  in  hiftory,  and  a  ftranger  to  mankind.  In 
the  judgment  of  your  Lordfhip,  who  is  deeply  read  in 
both,  I  am  confident  that  popularity  is  no  indication  of 
rricrit.  With  the  deluded  multitude  the  beft  men  are  of- 
ten unpopular ;  the  mod  pernicious,  extolled  and  adored. 
The  people  are  ever  ready  to  be  bewitched,  cheated,  and  en- 
flaved,  by  a  powerful,  crafty  feducer  :  and,  what  is  worfe, 
ever  ready  to  facrifice  whoever  would  difabufe  and  releafe 
them.  The  fame  people  who  could,  without  emotion,  be- 
hold a  Sidney  bleeding  in  defence  of  public  liberty,  could 
commit  a  riot  in  refcuing  a  Sacheverel  for  preaching  fedi- 
tion  and  fubverting  the  nation.  Your  Lordfhip  remem- 
bers, that  Maffanello,  in  the  fhort  fpace  of  ten  days,  was  a 
poor  fifherman,  a  popular  incendiary,  a  fovereign  vice- 
roy, ftripped  of  his  honours,  treated  like  a  malefactor, 
knocked  on  the  head,  and  thrown  into  a  ditch.  Who, 
in  fine,  was  more  popular  than  the  peftilent  Claudius,  ex- 
cept, perhaps,  the  more  peftilent  Cataline  ?  \  It  was,  there- 
fore, well  obferved  by  the  protector  Cromwell,  that  the 
very  men,  who  followed  him  with  acclamations  and  tor- 
rents of  flattery,  would,  with  the  fame  dernonftrations  of 
joy,  accompany  him  to  the  gallows. 

Thus,  my  Lord,  I  have  prefented  you  with  a  faithful 
portrait  of  the  Lieutenant-Governor  of  New- York,  who  is 
to  bear  no  fmall  fhare  in  the  public  affairs,  of  which  I  have 
the  honour  to  tranfmit  your  Lordfhip  an  account  ;  a  por- 
trait, under  which  there  had  been  no  need  of  fixing  a 
name  to  direct  to  the  original  thofe,  who  have  the  ieaft 
knowledge  or  that  gentleman's  character. 

While  thefe  things  were  tranfacting  at  Albany,  Mr. 
Pownal,  brother  to  John  Pownal,  Efq.  one  of  the  fecre- 
taries  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  was  upon  the  fpot.  This 
gentleman  came  over  to  America  with  Sir  Danvers  Ofborn, 
in  quality  of  his  private  fecretary  ;  though  it  was  imagin- 
ed by  many,  he  was  defigned  to  be  an  ailiftant  to  him  in 
the  exercife  of  the  government.  He  is  fomething  of  a 
kholar,  but  a  confufed  rcafoner  ;  and  in  his  ftyle  perplexed ; 
and  in  that  ufefullcit  of  all  fciences,  the  knowledge  of  man- 
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kind,  he  is  a  mere  novitiate  :  without  the  latter,  your 
Lordfhip  knows  that  other  acquirements  are  comparatively 
of  fmall  account,  in  the  management  of  public  bufmefs* 
To  be  only  learned,  is  frequently  to  be  vain,  oftentatious, 
and  obftinate  ;  fuch  a  one,  in  a  word,  as  Tertullian  de^ 
fcribes  the  moft  learned  among  the  heathens,  "  an  animal 
of  glory."  This  gentleman  is  fond  of  being  confidered  in 
an  important  light,  Infatiable  of  praife,  he  can  not  only  hear 
himfelf  flattered  5  but,  what  is  more  unaccountable  in  a 
man  of  tolerable  fenfe,  can  flatter  himfelf.  He  is  a  perfon 
of  uncommon  application,  and  a  good  memory.  By  dint 
of  induftry,  and  an  accefs  to  the  papers  in  the  Plantation 
Board  Office,  he  has  acquired  fome  knowledge  of  Ameri- 
can affairs  5  but  fo  keen  is  his  appetite  for  promotion,  that 
he  cannot  brook  the  thoughts  of  a  gradual  advancement. 
He  is  for  galloping  into  preferment  ;  and  fo  intent  on  the 
contemplation  of  his  future  grandeur,  as  to  lofe  all  pa- 
tience in  earning  it.  Being  more  fkilled  in  books  than 
men,  he  is  very  abrupt  in  giving  a  fcholaftic  turn  to  con- 
verfation,  in  order  to  difplay  his  erudition.  Ever  ready  to 
contradict :  himfelf  impatient  of  contradiction.  But  won- 
derful is  his  knack  at  pluming  himfelf  with  the  fchemes 
and  inventions  of  others  ;  and,  with  the  daw  in  the  fable, 
mining  in  a  borrowed  drefs  :  a  remarkable  inftance  of 
which  I  fhall  give  your  Lordfhip  in  the  following  anecdote  y 
as  characterinic  of  a  perfon,  who  will  appear  to  have  had 
fome  confiderable  influence  in  the  courfe  of  American  trans- 
actions. During  the  fitting  of  the  congrefs,  it  was  fcarce 
poilible  to  prevent  part  of  their  fentiments  from  tranfpir- 
ing.  The  fcheme  of  a  naval  armament  on  Lake  Ontario, 
projected  by  Lieut.  Governor  Clarke,  before  the  late  war? 
fubmitted  to  the  then  miniftry,  and  now  ftrongly  recom- 
mended by  the  cornmiflioners  of  the  Maffachufetts-Bay, 
by  fome  means  or  other  happened  to  be  hinted  without 
doors.  Mr.  Pownal,  intent  upon  riling  into  fignificance 
among  the  colonies,  chofe  not  to  flip  fo  favourable  an  op- 
portunity of  diftinguifhing  himfelf,  as  he  could  now  lay 
hold  of,  from  thefe  whifpered  intelligences.  He  accord* 
ingly  drew  up  fome  loofe,  indigefted  propofals,  with  refpect 
to  American  affairs.  Among  other  trite  fentiments,  he  ur- 
ged this  fcheme  as  a  new,  unthought-of  meafure,  absolutely 

requifite 
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requifite  to  fecure  the  command,  and  preferve  the  fur 
trade  of  thofe  inland  feas.  This  he  delivered  to  fome  of 
the  members  of  the  congrefs  to  be  communicated :  and  af- 
terwards transmitted  a  copy  to  England  ;  challenging  to 
himfelf  the  fole  merit  of  being  the  original  author  of  fo 
ufeful  and  neceffary  an  expedient.* 

While  the  congrefs  was  held  at  Albany,  Governor  Shir- 
ley, ever  jealous  of  French  machinations,  proceeded,  at' the 
head  of  about  one  thoufand  men,  to  the  river  Kennebec  ; 
and  erected  forts,  at  convenient  alliances,  to  flop  the  prog- 
refs  of  the  French  on  that  quarter  ;  to  fecure  the  poffeflion 
of  that  country  with  the  friendihip  of  the  eaftern  Indians. 

The  remainder  of  this  yearf  was  principally  fpent  in  re- 
peated reprefentations  to  the  miniftry,  respecting  the  dan- 
gerous lituation  of  the  Englifh  colonies ;  and  the  abfolute 
neceffity  of  a  powerful  affiftance  from  Great-Britain,  to  de- 
feat the  ambitious  defigns  of  the  Court  of  France. 

On  the  welcome  intelligence  of  the  fnccefs  of  thefe  rep- 
refentations, and  while  forces  were  expecting  from  Eng- 
land, the  two  regiments  of  Shirley  and  Pepperel  were  or- 
dered to  be  re-eftablimed,  and  recruits  were  raifing  through 
the  feveral  governments,  to  form  an  army  for  difporTeiling 
the  French  from  their  late  encroachments. 

The  general  afTembly  of  the  MafTachufetts-Bay  being  con- 
vened, and  the  members  fworn  to  fecrecy,  Mr.  Shirley 
communicated  to  them  a  defign  of  attacking  Fort  St.  Fred- 
erick, at  Crown  Point,  the  enfuing  fpring  ;  and  his  inten* 
tion  to  appoint  Col.  Johnfon  to  the  command  of  that  ex- 
pedition. The  fcheme  being  approved  by  the  council  and 
reprefentatives  of  that  province,  and  the  quotas  fettled, 
commiffioners  were  charged  to  the  neighbouring  govern- 
ments, to  folicit  their  concurrence  and  aid,  in  the  profe- 
cution  of  this  enterprife. 

While  thefe  matters  were  in  agitation,  Mr.  Pownal  was 
at  Bolton,  intending  to  fail  from  thence  to  England.      He 

now 

*  Mr.  Pownal  had  this  piece  publiihed  in  New-York  in  Feb.  1756. 
It  contained  an  introduction,  declaring,  that  copies  of  it  were  fent  by 
the  miniftry  to  the  refpective  governors  of  the  colonies  :  and  in  the 
fpring  following,  it  was  rcpublifhed,  with  great  oflentation,  in  the  Eng- 
lifh magazines.  With  refpect  to  thofe  parts  of  it,  wherein  he  talks  of 
Indian  affairs,  the  fentiments  fcem  to  be  unintelligible  by  a  North  A- 
msrican  underftanding.  f  1754. 
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now  thought  fit  to  change  his  refolution  5  and  Governor 
Shirley  honoured  him  with  the  embaffy  to  New- York,  for 
which  place  he  fet  put  the  beginning  of  March.  Some  gen- 
tlemen of  the  council  and  anembly  were  commiffioned,  on 
the  like  errand,  to  the  other  colonies  of  New-Jerfey,  Penn- 
sylvania, &c. 

Mr.  PownaPs  profpects  df  fuccefs  at  New- York  were  at 
firft  not  very  encouraging.  De  Lancey,  jealous  of  Shirley's 
rifing  reputation,  appeared,  with  regard  to  the  expedition 
recommended,  extremely  phlegmatic  :  and  though 'artful 
enough  to  abftain  from  an  open  oppofition,  he  made  ufe  of 
Mr.  Chambers  as  his  tool  in  council,  to  obftrucl:  the  con- 
currence of  the  legiflature.  At  this  time  great  animoflties 
were  prevailing  in  the  province,  occafioned  by  a  charter 
jufl  before  granted  by  Mr.  De  Lancey,  conftituting  a  col- 
lege for  the  education  of  youth,  upon  a  foundation  which 
happened  to  enkindle  the  general  difguft.  The  majority 
of  the  hpufe,  apprehending  the  lofs  of  their  feats  on  a  fu- 
ture election,  mould  they  afford  it  the  leafl  afiiftance,  found 
themfelves  obliged  rather  to  countenance  the  populal-  re- 
fentment.  A  gentleman  of  diftin&ion,  with  whom  Mr. 
Pownal  advifed  on  the  fubject  of  his  commiilion,  thought 
it  a  prudent  ftep  to  open  his  menage  in  part,  to  thofe  mem- 
bers of  the  auembly,  who,  on  the  above-mentioned  ac- 
count, were  then  in  the  oppofition.  Several  of  the  leading 
men  were  fecured  by  this  method  :  and  when  the  houfe 
met,  fuch  a  difpofition  appeared  to  join  in  the  fcheme  pro- 
pofed,  that  it  was  beyond  Mr.  De  Lancey's  power  to  ob- 
ftrucl: it.  Out  of  pique  however  to  Mr.  Shirley,  to  whom 
this  expedition  was  folely  committed,  he  prevailed  upon 
them  to  fufpend  the  execution  of  their  vote,  until  General 
Braddock's  approbation  was  obtained  :  and  by  this  artifice 
occafioned  a  confiderable  delay  in  the  operations. 

General  Braddock,  being  now  arrived  in  Virginia,  fent 
expreffes  to  the  feveral  governors  to  meet  him,  in  order  to 
a  confultation  on  the  bufinefs  of  the  approaching  cam- 
paign.    This  convention  was  opened  on  the  14th  of  April?* 
_______    '  '  ar 

*  It  was  at  firftpropofed  to  have  been  held  at  Annapolis  in  Maryland, 

Mr.  Shirley,  who  thro*  the  multiplicity  of  his  affairs  did  not  arrive  theie 

till  April,  has  been  charged  with  delaying  Braddock's  march  near  three 

N  XVoL  vii.]  weeks? 
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at  Alexandria  in  Virginia.  Here  it  appeared,  that  through 
mifreprefentations  from  Virginia,  the  general  was  enjoined 
to  proceed  immediately  to  Fort  Du  Qucfne.  Thofe,  who 
were  well  acquainted  with  the  country,  could  not  help  ob- 
ferving,  that  a  march  from  Potowmac,  aerofs  the  Allegheny 
mountains,  mull  be  attended  with  incredible  difficulty, 
hazard,  and  expenfe  ;  that  the  vicinity  of  New- York  to 
Canada,  its  fort  of  Ofwego  on  Lake  Ontario,  together 
with  the  advantages  of  water  carriage,  rendered  that  prov- 
ince by  far  the  fitteft  theatre  of  action.  Braddock's  orders 
were  neverthelefs  pofitive.  For  the  prefer  vation  therefore 
of  Ofwego,  and  the  reduction  of  Niagara,  it  was  at  length 
agreed,  that  Shirley's  and  Pepperel's  regiments  mould  pro- 
ceed to  Lake  Ontario,  while  General  Braddock  attacked 
Fort  Du  Ouefne  ;  and  the  provincial  troops,  commanded 
by  General  Johnfon,  marched  to  inveft  Crown-Point. 

Thefe  refolutions  being  taken,  Mr.  Shirley  began  his 
journey  to  Bofton,  to  prepare  for  the  expedition  under  his 
immediate  command  ;  to  forward  that  under  Col.  Johnfon  ; 
and  to  quicken  the  departure  of  the  New-England  troops, 
now  affembled  by  his  Majefty's  directions,  for  reducing  the 
French  fettlements  in  Nova-Scotia.  On  his  way,  he  fpent 
fome  time  in  conference  with  Col.  Schuyler,  a  gentleman  of 
fortune  and  courage,  who,  out  of  difmterefted  love  to  his 
country,  was  engaged  to  head  a  regiment  of  500  men, 
raifed  and  maintained  by  the  province  of  New-Jerfey.  In 
New- York,  he  was  retarded  a  few  days  to  confult  with 
General  Johnfon,  and  remove  fome  objections  made  by  Mr. 
De  Lancey  to  the  form  of  his  commiflion  :#  and  in  Con- 
necticut, 

weeks  ;  though  it  is  notorious,  that  delay  was  occafioned  by  the  failure 
of  the  Virginia  contract  for  the  necefTary  fupplies.  The  general  was 
afterwards  obliged  to  enter  into  a  new  one  with  gentlemen  in  Pennfylva- 
nia  ;  which  was  not  completed  till  the  27th  of  May,  near  fix  weeks 
from  the  conclufion  of  the  congrefs. 

*  Mr.  Johnfon  had  his  commiflion  from  the  governors  of  the  prov- 
inces, which  fumifhed  the  troops  under  his  command  ;  the  draft  of  I 
which  was  fettled  at  Alexandria.  The  Lieut.  Governor  of  New-York 
now  thought  proper  to  repeat  thofe  very  objections  which  had  been 
there  over-ruled.  This  unaccountable  conduct  gave  Mr.  Johnfon  great 
uneafmefs,  who  could  not  obtain  Mr.  De  Lancey's  commiflion,  till 
proper  notice  was  taken  by  General  Shirley  of  {o  manifeft  an  obftruc- 
tion  to  the  operations  of  the  campaign. 
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neclicut,  to  haften  the  affembling  the  troops  of  that 
colony.] 

The  neceffary  difpatches  being  given  to  the  expedition 
to  Nova-Scotia  under  Col.  Winflow,  Mr.  Shirley,  upon  the 
arrival  of  the  paymafter  for  the  northern  diftricl:,  returned 
to  New- York  ;  and  on  the  4th  of  July  failed  for  Albany, 
his  own  regiment  having  palled  by  for  that  place,  in  twen- 
ty-one tranfports,  a  few  days  before. 

About  this  time,  the  colonies  were  filled  with  univerfal 
joy,  on  the  agreeable  news  that  the  New-England  troops 
were  become  mailers  of  Beau-fejour  and  Bay  Verte,  on  the 
ifthmus  of  Nova-Scotia  ;  whereby  a  new  province  was 
added  to  the  Britifh  empire  in  America  :  and  that  a  ftrong 
fleet,  under  Admiral  Bofcawen,  lay  before  Louifburgh,  to 
intercept  the  French  fupplies  ;  and  which  had  alfo  feized 
two  of  their  capital  mips,  the  Lys  and  Alcide,  and  fent 
them  into  Halifax. 

Gen.  Braddock  was  now  on  his  march  towards  the  Ohio, 
at  the  head  of  about  2200  men,  in  order  to  inveft  Fort  Du 
Quefne,  and  drive  the  French  from  their  encroachments  on 
the  frontiers  of  Virginia  and  Pennfylvania.  From  Fort  Cum- 
berland to  FortDu  Ouefne,  the  diftance  is  not  lefs  than  130 
miles.     Mr.  Braddock  began  his  march  from  the  former 

on 

J  Connecticut  had  voted  one  thoufand  men  for  the  Crown-Point  ex- 
pedition, and  givea  affurances  of  500  more,  if  the  fervice  fo  required. 
New-York  was  to  fupply  800  ;  but  through  the  delay  occafioned  by  the 
fufpending  claufe  above  mentioned  in  the  vote  of  our  affembly,  Mr.  De 
Lancey's  brother  was  fent  into  Connecticut,  to  obtain  leave  for  recruit- 
ing the  quota  we  were  to  furnifh,  in  that  colony  ;  as  men  might  there 
be  raifed  more  fpeedily  than  in  the  province  of  New-York.  Mr.  Shir- 
ley being  at  Hartford,  during  this  application,  was  told  by  Governor 
Fitch,  that  if  Connecticut  complied,  they  mould  confider  themfelves  dif- 
engaged  from  the  affurances  given  of  500  more  than  their  own  quota, 
I  did  the  fervice  demand  it.  This,  with  Mr.  Oliver  De  Lancey's  declara- 
tion, that  if  himfelf  fhould  accept  the  command  of  the  New- York  regi- 
ment, he  could  in  ten  days  raife  the  whole  number  in  this  province,  in- 
duced Mr.  Shirley  to  oppofe  the  application  ;  it  appearing  to  him  not 
improbable,  that  the  fervice  might  afterwards  require  the  reinforcement 
offered.  In  confequence  of  which,  only  300  recruits  were  furnifhed 
New-York  from  thence  ;  a  lucky  incident  for  Mr.  Shirley's  adverfaries  to 
fncenfe  the  people  of  N.  York  againft  him  ;  to  which  purpofe  it  was  in- 
duftrioufly  applied  ;  though  his  conduct  in  that  affair  was  prudent  and 
rational ;  and  though,  by  repeated  letters  to  Lt.  Gov.  De  Lancey,  he  took 
pains  to  remove  any  mifunderlianding  at  a  juncture-  fo  unfeafonable. 
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on  the  ioth  of  June,  leaving  the  garrifon  under  the  com- 
mand of  Col.  Innes.     Innumerable  were  the  difficulties  he 
had  to  furmount,  in  a  country  rugged,  pathlefs,  and  un- 
known, acrofs  the  Allegheny  mountains,  through  unfre- 
quented woods,  and  dangerous  defiles.     From  the  little 
meadows  the  army  proceeded  in  two  divisions.     At  the 
head  of  the  firft,  confuting  of  1400  men,  was  the  general 
himfelf,  with  the  greateft  part  of  the  ammunition  and  ar-  I 
tillery.     The  fecond,  with  the  provifions,  ftores  and  heavy 
baggage,  was  led  by  Col.  Dunbar.    Never  was  man  more 
confident  of  fuccefs,  than  this  brave,  though  unfortunate 
officer.     Being  advifed  at  the  great  meadows,  that  the  ene- 
my  expe&ed  a  reinforcement  of  500  regular  troops,  he  j 
puflied  on,  by  forced  marches,  with  fo  much  difpatch,  that  ; 
he  fatigued  the  foldiers,  weakened  his  horfes,  and  left  his  | 
fecond  divifion  near  forty  miles  in  the  rear.     The  enemy  j 
being  not  more  than  200  ftrong  at  their  fort  on  the  Ohio,  j 
gave  no  obftrudlion  to  the  march  of  our  forces,  till  the  i 
memorable  9th  of  July  ;  a  day  never  to  be  forgotten  in  the  I 
annals  of  North- America.     About  noon  our  troops  palled  I 
the  Monongahela,  and  were  then  within  feven  miles  of 
Fort  Du  Quefne.     Unapprehenfive  of  the  approach  of  an 
enemy,  at  once  was  the  alarm  given,  by  a  quick  and  heavy 
fire  upon  the  vanguard,  under  Lieut.  Col.  Gage.     Imme- 
diately the  main  body,  in  good  order  and  high  fpirits,  ad- 
vanced to  fuftain  them.     Orders  were  then  given  to  halt, 
and  form  into  battalia.     At  this  juncture,  the  van  falling 
back  upon  them,  in  great  confufion,  a  general  panic  feized 
the  whole  body  of  the  foldiery  ;  and  all  attempts  to  rally 
them  proved  utterly  ineffectual.     The  general  and  all  the 
officers  exerted  their  utmbft  activity,  to  recover  them  from 
the  univerfal  furprife  and  diforder  ;  but  equally  deaf  were 
they  to  intreaties  and  commands.     During  this  fcene  of 
confufion,  they  expended  their  ammunition  in  the  wildefl 
and  moft  unmeaning  fire  ;    feme  difcharging  their  pieces 
on  our  own  patties*  who  were  advanced  from  the  main 
body  for  the  recovery  of  the  cannon.     After  three  hours 
fpent  in   this   melancholy  fituation,  enduring  a  terrible 
Slaughter,  from  (it  may  be  faid)  an  invifible  foe,  orders 
were  given  to  found  a  retreat,  that  the  men  might  be 
brought  to  cover  the  waggons.     Thefe  they  furrounded 

but 
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but  a  fhort  fpace  of  time  ;  for  the  enemy's  fire  being  again 
warmly  renewed  from  the  front  and  left  flank,  the  whole 
army  took  to  immediate  flight  ;  leaving  behind  them  all 
the  artillery,  provifions,  ammunition,  baggage,  military 
cheft,  together  with  the  general's  cabinet,  containing  his 
inftruc~Hons  and  other  papers  of  confequence.  So  great 
was  the  confirmation  of  the  foldiers,  that  it  was  impoffible 
to  flop  their  career,  flying  with  the  utmoft  precipitation 
three  miles  from  the  field  of  action  ;  where  only  one  hun- 

(dred  began  to  make  a  more  orderly  retreat. 
What  was  the  ftrength  of  the  enemy,  has  hitherto  re- 
mained to  us  uncertain.  According  to  Indian  accounts, 
they  exceeded  not  400,  chiefly  Indians  :  and  whether  any 
were  flain,  is  ftill  to  be  doubted,  for  few  were  feen  by  our 
men,  being  covered  by  flumps  and  fallen  trees.  Great  in- 
deed was  the  deflruclion  on  our  fide.  Numbers  of  officers 
facrificed  their  lives  through  Angular  bravery.  Extremely 
unfortunate  was  the  whole  ftaff.  The  general,  after  havr 
ing  five  horfes  fhot  under  him,  received  a  wound  in  his 
lungs  through  his  right  arm,  of  which  he  died  in  four 
days.  His  Secretary,  eldeft  fon  "of  Major-General  Shirley, 
a  gentleman  of  great  accomplishments,  by  a  fhot  through 
the  head,  was  killed  upon  the  fpot.  Mr.  Orme  and  Capt. 
Morris,  aids-de-camp,  were  wounded.  Of  the  44th  regi- 
ment, Sir  Peter  Halket,  Colonel,  was  flain,  with  fever al 
other  officers  ;  and  Lieut.  Col.  Gage  wounded.  Lieut. 
Coh  Burton,  of  the  48th  regiment,  was  among  the  wound- 
ed ;  and  many  gallant  officers  perifhed  in  the  field.  Our 
whole  lofs  was  about  feven  hundred  killed  and  wounded. 

To  what  caufes  this  unhappy  cataftrophe  is  to  be  afcrib- 
ed,  has  been  matter  of  much  inquiry  and  animated  debate. 
The  officers  charged  the  defeat  to  the  cowardice  of  the 
men  :  but,  in  a  reprefentation  they  made  to  Mr.  Shirley, 
by  order  of  the  Crown,  they  in  fome  meafure  apologife  for 
their  behaviour,  alleging,  that  they  were  haraiied  by  duties 
unequal  to  their  numbers,  and  difpirited  through  want  of 
provifions  :  That  time  was  not  allowed  them  to  drefs  their 
food  :  That  their  water  (the  only  liquor  too  they  had)  was 
both  fcarce  and  of  a  bad  quality  :  In  fine,  that  the  provin- 
cials had  difheartened  them,  by  repeated  fuggeflions  of 
their  fears  of  a  defeat,  fliould  they  be  attacked  by  In- 
dians ; 
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dians  ;  in  which  cafe  the  European  method  of  fighting  ,. 
would  be  entirely  unavailing.  But,  my  Lord,  however  |! 
cenfurable  the  conduct  of  the  foldiery  may  be  thought,  Mr, 
Braddock,  too  fanguine  in  his  profpects,  was  generally 
blamed  for  neglecting  to  cultivate  the  friendfhip  of  the  In-, 
dians,  who  offered  their  afliftance  ;  and  who,  it  is  certain, 
had  a  number  of  them  preceded  the  army,  would  have  fea- 
fonably  difcovered  the  enemy's  ambufcade.  The  Virginian  I 
rangers  alfo,  inftead  of  being  made  to  ferve  as  regulars  in  j 
the  ranks  with  the  Englifli  troops,  mould  have  been  em- 
ployed as  out-fcouts.  But  this  ftep,  fo  neceffary  to  guard 
againft  furprife,  was  too  unhappily  omitted  ;  the  whole  ar- 
my, according  to  the  reprefentation  above  mentioned,  fol- 
lowing only  three  or  four  guides,    ; 

When  the  routed  party  joined  the  fecond  divifion,  forty  ! 
miles  fhort  of  the  place  of  action,  the  terror  diffufed  itfelf  j 
through  the  whole  army.  Your  Lordfhip  might  naturally 
expect  to  hear,  that  Col.  Dunbar  then  entrenched  himfelf, 
and  called  on  the  neighbouring  colonies  for  immediate  re- 
inforcements ;  as  by  fuch  a  ftep  the  enemy  might  have 
been  detained  at  Fort  Du  Ouefne,  prevented  from  ravag- 
ing the  frontiers,  or  throwing  fuccours  into  Niagara. 
But  alas  !  my  Lord,  an  infatuation  feemed  to  accompany 
all  our  meafures  on  the  fouthern  quarter.  Fearful  of  an 
unpurfuing  foe,  all  the  ammunition,  and  fo  much  of  the 
provifions,  were  deftroyed,  for  accelerating  their  flight, 
that  Dunbar  was  actually  obliged  to  fend  for  thirty  horfe 
loads  of  the  latter,  before  he  reached  Fort  Cumberland  ; 
where  he  arrived,  a  very  few  days  after,  with  the  {hatter* 
ed  remains  of  the  Englifh  troops. 

On  Mr.  Braddock's  unhappy  cataftrophe,  the  command 
of  his  Majefty's  forces  in  North-America  devolved  upon 
Major-General  Shirley.  I  before  acquainted  your  Lord- 
fhip of  his  return  to  New- York,  and  departure  from  thence 
to  Albany,  where  he  arrived  the  beginning  of  July. 

Albany,  my  Lord,  was  the  grand  theatre  of  all  the  pre- 
parations for  the  northern  expedition  againft  Fort  St.  Fred- 
crick,  as  well  as  that  to  the  weftward,  for  the  reduction 
of  Niagara.  The  General,  on  his  arrival  there,  found  not 
the  former  in  the  forwardnefs  he  had  reafon  to  expect. 
The  provincials,  difcontented  with  the  inactivity  of  a  long 
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encampment,  Major-General  Lyman  was  obliged  to  make 
fliort  marches  to  prevent  their  difbanding  ;  and  the  Gen- 
eral was  therefore  detained  awhile  in  that  city,  to  hinder 
lib  fatal  an  event.  His  own  troops,  in  the  mean  time, 
[jwere  filing  off,  in  different  divifions,  from  Schenectady  to- 
wards Ofwego. 

Ofwego,  along  the  accuftomed  route,  is  computed  to  be 
I  about  three  hundred  miles  weft  from  Albany.  The  firft 
-fixteen,  to  the  village  of  Schenectady,  is  land  carriage,  in  a 
i|good  waggon  road.  From  thence  to  the  Little  Falls,  in 
:|the  Mohawk  River,  at  fixty-five  miles  diftance,  the  bat- 
fjteaux*  are  fet  againft  a  rapid  flream  5  which  too,  in  dry 
Ijfeafons,  is  fo  mallow,  that  the  men  are  frequently  obliged 
fito,turn  out,  and  draw  their  craft  over  the  rifts  with  in- 
conceivable labour.  At  the  Little  Falls,  the  portage  ex- 
ceeds not  a  mile  ;  the  ground  being  marfhy,  will  admit 
pf  no  wheel-carriage,  and  therefore  the  Germans,  who  re- 
ifide  here,  tranfport  the  batteaux  in  lleds,  which  they  keep 
1  for  that  purpofe.  The  fame  conveyance  is  ufed  at  the 
>iGreat  Carrying-Place,  fixty  miles  beyond  the  Little  Falls  j 
•all  the  way  to  which  the  current  is  ftill  adverfe,  and  ex- 
tremely fwift.  The  portage  here  is  longer  or  fhorter,  ac- 
cording to  the  drynefs  or  wetnefs  of  the  feafons.  In  the 
!;laft  fummer  months,  when  rains  are  not  frequent,  it  is 
vufually  fix  or  eight  miles  acrofs.  Taking  water  again,  we 
[enter  a  narrow  rivulet,  called  the  Wood-creek,  which  leads 
i'into  the  Oneida' Lake,  diftance  forty  miles.  This  ftream, 
though  favourable,  being  fhallow,  and  its  banks  covered 
|with  thick  woods,  was  at  this  time  much  obftructed  with 
old  logs  and  fallen  trees.  The  Oneida  Lake  ftretches  from 
eaft  to  weft  about  thirty  miles,  and  in  calm  weather  is 
palTed  with  great  facility.  At  its  weftern  extremity  opens 
the  Onondaga  River,  leading  down  to  Ofwego,  fituated  at 
its  entrance,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  Lake  Ontario.  Ex- 
tremely difficult  and  hazardous  is  the  paffage  through  this 
river,  as  it  abounds  with  rifts  and  rocks  ;  and  the  current 
flowing  with  furprifing  rapidity.  The  principal  obftruc- 
tion  is  twelve  miles  fhort  of  Ofwego,  and  is  a  fall  of  about 

eleven 

*  A  batteau  is  a  light  flat-bottomed  boat,  v/ideft  in  the  middle,  and 
at  each  end  fharp  pointed,  of  about  1500  weight  burthen,  and  man- 
aged by  two  men,  with  paddles  and  fetting  poles. 
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eleven  feet  perpendicular.  The  portage  here  is  by  land, 
not  exceeding  forty  yards,  before  they  launch  for  the  laft 
time. 

Your  Lordfhip,  from  this  account,  will  readily  conceive, 
that,  through  fiich  a  long,  amphibious  march,  an  army 
muft  proceed  with  prodigious  rifk  and  fatigue  ;  and  thie 
batteaux  be  neceffarily  conducted  by  perfons  Ikilled  in  the 
navigation,  and  enured  to  hardfhips.  For  this  fervice, 
General  Shirley  had  engaged  all  the  young  men  in  the 
county  of  Albany,  who  formerly  had  been  employed  in 
the  Indian  trade  at  Ofwego  ;  and  a  vaft  number  of  bat- 
teaux were  prepared  for  the  conveyance  of  the  troops, 
ftores,  and  proviftons. 

Ofwego  was  formerly  garrifoned  by  twenty-five  men  ; 
but,  on  the  commencement  of  our  prefent  difputes,  the 
number  was  augmented  to  -fifty.  Early  this  fpring,  fifty 
more  were  ordered  up  \  and  about  the  latter  end  of  May, 
Capt.  Broadftreet  arrived  there  with  two  hundred,  beficles 
workmen  to  be  employed  in  the  naval  preparations,  pur- 
fuant  to  the  fcheme  concerted  in  the  congrefs  of  commif- 
fioners  at  Albany  the  laft  fummer. 

Col.  Schuyler's  New-Jerfey  regiment  embarked  in  two 
diviiions,  from  Schenectady,  the  beginning  of  July.  Shir- 
ley's  and  Pepper  ell's  were  preparing  to  follow,  when  the 
melancholy  news  of  Gen.  Braddock's  defeat  reached  that 
place.  This  ftruck  a  general  damp  on  the  fpirits  of  the 
foldiers,  and  many  defer  ted.  Great  numbers  of  the  bat 
teau-men  dilperfed  themfelves  into  the  country,  and  fled 
to  their  refpective  habitations.  To  engage  the  return  of 
above  half  the  fugitives,  equally  ineffectual  were  threats 
or  promifes,  rewards  or  punrfhments.  The  General,  how 
ever,  fenfible  of  the  importance  of  the  fervice,  purfued  his 
march  in  fpite  of  every  vexatious  disappointment.  As  he 
paffed  their  country,  he  called  upon  the  Indians  of  the  Six 
Nations  at  fome  of  their  cafties  ;  and  lent  embafTadors  to 
the  reft,  prefling  them  to  join  him,  with  aflurances  of  his 
protection.  But  they  ieemed  in  general  greatly  dilmclined 
to  our  weftern  operations.  Indian  affairs  had  been  too 
long  neglected  by  the  province  of  New- York,  to  which 
the  principal  management  of  them  has  always  been  com- 
mitted.    Neither  the  funis,  allotted  for  preicnts  to  thofe 
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favages,  were  always,  by  our  governors,  fairly  expended, 
nor  the  prefents  themfelves  honeftly  diftributed.  And 
partly  through  repeated  frauds,  and  the  omiffion  of  proper 
meafures  to  conciliate  their  favour,  our  intereft  with  them 
amounted  to  little  more  than  a  bare  neutrality.  Mr* 
johnfon,  neverthelefs,  pretending  a  mighty  influence  over 
them,  was  entrufted  with  5000I.  fterling,  in  order  to  en- 
gage their  afliftance  for  the  general  benefit  of  his  Majefty's 
fervice.  For  this  purpofe  he  held  a  congrefs  with  fome  of 
their  principal  fachems  at  Mount  Johnfon,*  foon  after  his 
return  from  Alexandria. 

Your  Lordfhip  is  pleafed  to  infill  upon  my  "  defcending 
"  into  a  detail  of  every  tranfaclion,  how  minute  foever,  that  can 
"  give  any  light  into  the  more  fecret  fprings  of  our  political  ac- 
"  tioru"     I  fliall  therefore  acquaint  your  Lordfhip,  that, 
j  upon  the  general's  arrival  at  Albany,  Mr.  Johnfon  laid  be- 
fore him  a  copy  of  the  minutes  of  his  late  treaty  with  the 
I  Indians.     Thefe  minutes,  it  feems,  contained  fdme  unhand- 
1  fome  reflections  upon  his  excellency  ;  infinuating,  that,  to 
\  treat  feparately  with  them,  he  had  employed  one  Lydius, 
a  perfon  of  not  the  moft  unexceptionable  character,  either 
;  for  loyalty  or  integrity.     The  fingle  reafon  upon  which  the 
j  furmife  could  be  founded,  was  this  :    Lydius,  who  former- 
I  ly  lived  near  Lake  George,  and  whofe  Indian  acquaintance 
was  very  extenfive,  had  offered  the  general  his  afliftance,  in 
\  procuring  the  junction  of  a  number  of  them,  on  the  de- 
I  figned  expeditions.     Upon  which  he  wrote  to  Mr.  Johnfon, 
intimating  the  pleafure  it  would  give  him,  if  he  could 
,  make  any  ufe  of  this  man  in  his  Majefty's  fervice.     On  de- 
livering thofe  minutes  into  the  general's  hands,  Johnfon, 
fenfible  of  the  infinuation,  told  him,  he  entirely  difapprov- 
ed  the   reflection  they  feemed  to  contain,  and  appeared 
\  afhamed  of  its  infertion.     Having  perufed  the  paper,  Shir- 
ley could  not  avoid  complaining  of  the  ill  ufage  ;  while  the 
f  other,  with  folemn  vows,  protefted  he  was  not  privy  to  it, 
and  importuned  him  to  return  the  minutes,  that  he  might 
erafe  the  obnoxious  paffage.     The  former  confided  in  the 
fincerity  of  his  proteftations,  but  foon  after  had  abundant 
!  reafon  to  diftruft  his  integrity. The 

*  Sir  William  Johnfon's  own  feat,  near  the  lower  Mohawk  cattle, 
about  $6  miles  From  Albany. 
O  \Vol  vii.J 
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The  general  had  applied  to  one  Staats,  who  refided  near 
Albany,  and  had  a  considerable  intereft  with  the  Indians  of 
Stockbridge.*  He  propofed  to  him  his  railing  a  company 
of  them,  as  a  guard  to  the  batteaux  in  their  paflage  to  Of- 
wego.  Privately  was  this  man  intimidated  from  the  un- 
dertaking :  and  Mr.  Johnfon,  to  induce  him  to  break 
through  his  promifes,  offered  him  a  captain's  commiffion, 
could  he  engage  an  Indian  company  to  proceed  on  the  ex- 
pedition under  his  own  direction. 

.  Your  Lordfhip,  being  already  informed  of  this  gentle- 
man's appointment  to  the  command  of  the  provincial  army, 
by  the  intereft  of  General  Shirley,  will  fcarce  have  pa- 
tience at  the  recital  of  a  conduct  fo  aftonifhing  and  un- 
grateful. The  fecret,  my  Lord,  was  this  :  Mr.  Johnfon 
was  never  diftinguifhed  for  his  fenfe  or  penetration.  He 
had  now  for  his  aid-de-camp,  Capt.  Wraxal,  a  man  of  art  and 
genius,  who  a  few  years  before  had  been  appointed  fecre- 
tary  for  Indian  affairs,  and  clerk  of  the  city  and  county  of 
Albany.  Governor  Clinton  had  granted  a  commiffion  for 
the  latter  of  thofe  offices,  before  the  date  of  WraxaFs  fign 
manual.  A  fuit  was  therefore  commenced,  and  is  ftill  de- 
pending between  him  and  the  perfon  in  poffeffion  of  the 
office,  fufpended  on  the  determination  of  a  point  of  law. 
Upon  this  account,  Wraxal  became  a  humble  dependant  on 
Lieut.  Governor  De  Lancey,  before  whom,  unlefs  fuperfed- 
ed  in  the  chief  command,  the  cafe  muft  be  determined  up- 
on a  writ  of  error  :  The  latter,  who  had  been  a  declared 
enemy  to  Johnfon,  throughout  the  whole  of  Clinton's  ad- 
miniftration,  and  had  even  prevented  the  affembly  from 
difcharging  a  very  equitable  demand  he  had  againft  the 
province  for  fervices  and  difburfements,  now  determined 
to  fall  in  with,  and  fet  him  up,  in  competition  with  Shirley. 
WraxaFs  poft  and  dependance  afforded  a  fine  opportunity 
for  the  purpofe  :  and  fo  Johnfon  became  ftrongly  attached 
to  the  Lieut.  Governor.  Your  Lordfhip  will  no  longer 
wonder  at  his  procuring  all  the  Indians  he  could  prevail 
upon,  to  join  the  provincial  troops  under  his  own  com- 
mand ;  or  at  his  attempts  to  excite  others  to  embarrafs  and 
obftruct  the  general's  defigns  upon  the  Lake  Ontario.      In 

fupport 

*  Stockbridge,  by  the  Indians  called  Houfatonic,  lies  upon  the  wef- 
tern  confines  of  the  MafTachufetts-Bay. 


in  North-America,  from  1753  ^  1756.  99 

fupport  of  a  charge  fo  heavy  as  this,  I  think  it  incumbent 
upon  me  to  affign  the  following  inftances  :  1.  Not  an  In- 
dian joined  General  Shirley  at  Schene&ady,  agreeably  to 
Mr.  Johnfon's  pofitive  aifurances.  £.  Nor  at  either  of  the 
caftles  in  the  five  cantons,  as  he  paffed  through  them  to 
Ofwego  :  but,  on  the  contrary,  3,  One  Brant,  an  Onon- 
daga, (three  of  whofe  fons  were  in  Johnfon's  army)  at  the 
head  of  feveral  other  Indians,  declared  to  Mr.  Shirley y  at 
Ofwego,  that  it  was  a  place  of  trade  and  peace  ;  that  there 
mould  be  no  war  there  ;  and  that  he  mould  not  difturb 
the  French ;  adding,  that  he  was  going  with  the  like  meflage 
to  Canada.  The  general  having  convinced  him,  that  the 
expulfion  of  the  French  from  their  encroachments  muft  re- 
dound to  the  advantage  of  the  Six  Nations,  he  afferted, 
that  Mr.  Johnfon  had  fent  them  upon  this  embaffy  to  Can- 
ada. Though  this  appeared  utterly  incredible,  it  is  never- 
theless certain'.  4.  Several  other  Indians  arrived  from  the 
Onondaga  caftle,  with  a  belt,  declaring  it  to  have  been  fent 
them  by  Mr.  Johnfon,  with  his  requeft,  that  not  a  man  of 
them  would  join  the  King's  troops,  under  the  command  of 
General  Shirley.  5.  Others  alfo,  from  the  Seneca,  Oneida, 
and  Cayuga  cantons,  concurred  in  the  like  reports  ;  par- 
ticularly one  Redhead,  an  Indian  of  great  fame,  and  a 
fpeaker  at  the  late  congrefs  at  Mount- Johnfon,  came  to  Of- 
wego, in  his  way  to  Ofwagatic  or  la  Gallette,  and  defired 
the  ceffation  of  all  military  defigns  ;  affirming,  that  with 
the  fame  requeft  he  was  going  to  the  French. 

It  was  with  difficulty,  my  Lord,  thefe  Indians  were 
reconciled  to  our  attempts,  detained  at  Ofwego,  and  there- 
by prevented  from  communicating  our  operations  to  the 
enemy.  The  general,  from  thefe  inftances,  became  more 
and  more  fufpicious,  that  the  faction  at  New- York  were 
endeavouring  to  embarrafs  and  impede  his  meafures. 
What  farther  confirmed  his  fufpicions,  that  the  Lieut. 
Governor  of  New- York,  with  that  view,  made  Mr.  John- 
fon his  inftrument,  was  a  letter,  which,  after  his  arrival  at 
Ofwego,  he  received  from  the  latter,  wherein  he  juftified 
that  very  afperfion,  before  difavowed,  contained  in  the 
minutes  above  recounted. 

My  Lord,  we  will  now  leave  Mr.  Shirley  at  Ofwego  ; 
and  purfue  the  courfe  of  tranfactions,  as  well  at  New- York, 
as  in  the  fouthern  colonies,  Dunbar, 
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Dunbar,  having  reached  Fort  Cumberland,  difpatched 
an  Indian  exprefs  to  General  Shirley,  with  an  account  of 
the  defeat,  and  the  neceffary  returns  refpe&ing  the  troops 
under  his  command  ;  acquainting  him,  moreover,  with  his 
intention  of  marching  to  Philadelphia,  and  his  hopes  of 
meeting  his  orders  at  Shippenfburgh.  About  the  fame 
time,  Mr.  Dinwiddie  wrote  to  Dunbar,  propofing  a  fecond 
attempt  on  Fort  Du  Quefne.  But  a  council  being  there- 
upon held,  the  members  of  which  were  Col.  Dunbar,  Lieut. 
Col.  Gage,  Governor  Sharpe,  Major  Chapman,  Major 
Sparke,  and  Sir  John  St.  Clair,  it  was  unanimoufly  con- 
ceived, that  Mr.  Dinwiddie's  fcheme  was  impracldcable. 
The  very  next  day,  being  the  fecond  of  Auguft,  Dunbar 
began  his  march  towards  Philadelphia,  with  1600  men,  4 
fix  pounders,  and  as  many  cohorns  ;  leaving  behind  him 
the  Virginia  and  Maryland  companies,  and  about  400 
wounded.  At  this  fudden  departure  of  the  forces,  the  Vir- 
ginians were  extremely  difobliged,  as  not  only  expofing 
their  frontiers,  and  occafioning  the  daily  defertion  of  their 
provincials  ;  but  becaufe  the  enemy,  in  flying  parties,  pen- 
etrated into  the  province,  and  on  many  of  the  inhabitants 
committed  robberies  and  murder.  What  judgment  ought 
to  be  formed  of  this  retreat,  I  leave  your  Lordfhip  to  de- 
termine. Certainly  thofe  fouthern  colonies  ought  to  have 
ftrengthened  General  Braddock  with  a  large  body  of  pro- 
vincial forces,  which  had  doubtlefs  prevented  all  this  effu- 
fion  of  blood  and  treafure,  the  fatal  confequence  of  their 
ill-judged  parfimohy.  Upon  the  advices  received  from 
Dunbar,  Mr.  Shirley  gave  orders  for  renewing  the  attempt, 
if  the  fouthern  colonies  would  readily  afford  him  a  compe- 
tent reinforcement. 

Governor  Morris  having  convened  the  Pennfylvania  a£ 
fembly,  informed  them  of  the  retreat  of  our  army,  and  in 
a  well-drawn,  pathetic  fpeech,  preffed  them  to  the  moft , 
vigorous  meafures  for  the  defence  of  their  borders.  They 
proceeded  fo  far  as  to  vote  for  raifing  50,0001.  ;  but  offer- 
ing a  bill  For  taxing  the  proprietary-eftate,  an  immediate 
rupture  enfued,  of  which  your  Lordfhip  is  long  iince  ac- 
quainted, by  the  ample  accounts  in  fundry  late  pamphlets 
on  that  and  fimilar  lubjects.  As  to  Virginia,  now  equally 
open  to  the  irruptions  of  the  enemy,  four  companies  of 
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rangers  Were  ordered  out,  and  the  affembly  voted  40,000!. 
for  furnifhing  a  thoufand  men  for  the  frontier  defence. 
About  the  fame  time,  met  the  eouneil  and  affembly  of 
New-Jerfey,  and  the  latter  voted  30,0001.  for  the  public 
fervice  :  but  as  the  houfe  propofed  to  prolong  the  curren- 
cy of  the  bills  for  nine  years,  to  which  Mr.  Belcher,  who 
never  fwerves  from  his  inftru&ions,  not  being  able  to  af- 
fent,  15,0001.  only  was  raifed,  and  its  ufe  reftri&ed  to  keep- 
ihg  on  foot  her  regiment  at  Ofwego,  commanded  by  Col. 
Schuyler,  At  New- York,  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives  af- 
fembled  on  the  5th  of  Auguft,  and  fet  out  with  a  generous 
fpirit.  Agreeable  to  the  requeft  of  the  Maffachufetts-Bay 
government,  always  foremoft  in  military  affairs,  they  re- 
folved  to  reinforce  the  provincial  army*  deftined  for 
Crown-Point,  with  400  men.  The  bill  was  actually  paffed 
the  houfe  for  that  purpofe  ;  and  the  council  had  determine 
ed  to  conceal  from  their  knowledge,  the  contents  of  a  fe- 
cond  letter  from  Gen.  Shirley  to  Col.  Dunbar,  of  the  7th 
of  Auguft,  in  which  he  ordered  him  to  proceed  with  his 
troops  to  Albany,  for  the  protection  of  that  important 
poft,  in  cafe  the  colony  forces  fbould  meet  with  a  repulfe. 
By  this  bill,  the  affembly  propofed  to  inveft  the  refpective 
captains  of  the  city  militia  with  an  arbitrary  power  to 
draught  men  for  the  fervice.  The  defign  of  this  extraor- 
dinary project  was  fufpecled  to  ferve  a  particular  purpofe^ 
on  a  new  election  of  reprefentatives,  which,  according  to 
cuftom,  it  was  thought  would  immediately  enfue  the  arri- 
val of  Sir  Charles  Hardy,  who  was  foon  expected  with  a 
commiffion  for  the  chief  command  of  this  province.  It 
certainly  was  a  favourite  bill  ;  for,  contrary  to  precedent, 
the  lieut.  governor  came  to  the  council  board,*  and  prefled 
them  to  pafs  it  :  but  when  he  perceived  an  amendment 
preparing  for  a  ballot  of  the  recruits  in  New- York,  as  well 
as  in  the  other  counties,  he  immediately  laid  the  general's 
letter  to  Dunbar  before  the  houfe  ;  in  confequence  of 
which,  the  defign  of  a  reinforcement  inftantly  dropped^ 
and  the  affembly  adjourned  the  next  day. 

After 

*  Before  the  adminiftration  of  Governor  Cofby,  it  was  cuftomary  for 
the  governors  to  be  prefent  in  the  council,  even  when  fitting  in  their  le- 
giilative  capacity.  But  fmce  that  period,  they  have  not  openly  inter- 
pofed  in  the  confultations  of  that  branch  of  the  legiflature. 
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After  what  I  have  already  recounted,  your  Lordfhip  will 
not,  I  prefume,  be  at  all  mrprifed  to  find  Mr.  De  Lancey 
leaving  no  device  untried  to  maintain  the  fole  direction  oi 
the  aflembly.  He  knew  that  on  his  intereft  with  the  re- 
prefentatives  depended  his  credit  with  the  miniftry  ;  and 
that  with  the  expiration  of  his  power,  to  carry  certain 
points  of  prerogative,  would  alfo  expire  their  opinion  of  his 
importance.  His  agents  in  England,  to  fupport  their 
patron,  had  hitherto  amufed  a  certain  noble  Lord  with 
many  fpecious  promifes.  They  had  reprefented  his  capaci- 
ty, to  ferve  the  Crown,  in  very  magnificent  terms  ;  not 
forgot  his  readinefs  to  procure,  whenever  an  opportunity 
presented,  the  obedience  of  the  houfe  to  fome  favourite 
inftru&ions.  Hence  it  is  evident,  that  the  lofs  of  his  af 
cendancy,  over  that  branch  of  the  legiflature,  muft  natural 
ly  terminate  in  the  extinction  of  his  grandeur  derived 
from  the  Crown. 

While  he  held  the  reins  of  government,  alTumed  on  Sii 
Danvers  Oiborn's  deceafe,  the  miniftry  had  none  to  infpecl 
his  conduct,  or  trace  him  through  the  mazy  labyrinth  oi 
his  politics.  From  himfelf  came  all  their  intelligence,  and 
hence  undoubtedly  none  in  his  own  disfavour.  During 
thefe  golden  days  of  fecurity  and  repofe,  he  religned  him- 
felf  to  pleafure,  and  indulged  his  natural  difpofition  tc 
voluptuoufnefs  and  eafe.  The  province,  the  mean  while, 
was  principally  governed  by  his  fecretary  ;  who,  like  a  fe- 
cond  Atlas,  bore  the  chief  burden  of  the  ftate.  Thus  neg- 
ligent of  his  politics,  his  popularity  began  to  fuffer  a  man- 
ifeft  declenfion.  It  was,  moreover,  notably  abridged  by 
his  palling  the  charter  before-mentioned,  repugnant,  by 
his  own  confeffion,  to  the  dictates  of  his  judgment.  By 
this  ftep  he  incurred  fuch  general  umbrage,  that  the  very 
members  of  the  aflembly  could  not  be  wrought  upon  tc 
confirm  it.  Nay,  fo  difguftful  to  the  people  was  this  char- 
ter,  that  a  majority  of  the  moft  reputable  inhabitants  uni- 
ted againft  it  in  a  petition  to  the  houfe.  Civil  liberty, 
and,  by  fome,  even  the  rights  of  confcience  were  imagined 
to  be  in  danger  ;  and  the  oppofition  being,  as  it  were,  pre 
arh  <Ej  focis9  was  extremely  animated.  The  Lieutenant- 
Governor  became  now  apprehenfive  of  the  confequence. 
He  flood  upon  the  point  of  refigning  his  command  to  a 

fucceffor 
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fucceffor  hourly  expected  ;  and,  without  regaining  his  feat 
as  chief  juftice,  his  popularity  appeared  defcending  from 
its  meridian  5  nor,  in  cafe  of  a  diffolution,  was  he  infenfi- 
ble  his  authority  with  the  houfe  muft  fuffer  a  total  eclipfe. 
Your  Lordfhip  cannot  therefore  but  obferve,  of  what  mo- 
ment it  was  to  fecure  the  friendship  of  the  next  governor. 
Permit  me  to  mention  the  arts,  whereby  it  was  accom- 
plished. 

Sir  Charles  Hardy  arrived  in  our  harbour  on  the  2d  of 
IflSeptember,    1755.      The   council  immediately  convened 
Jthemfelves  for  his  reception.     In  the  midft  of  their  con- 
ffultations,  Mr.  Oliver  De  Lancey,  without  leave  of  the 
fboard,  bolts  into  the  chamber,  and  modeftly  interpofes  his 
.fjadvice,  to  fend  a  melfage  to  Sir  Charles,  requesting  his 
[continuance  in  the  fhip  till  the  next  morning.     The  reafon 
Taffigned  was,  to  gain  time  for  drawing  out  the  militia,  to 
yreceive  his  Excellency,  at  landing,  with  the  formality  and 
jhonour  due  to  his  rank.     But  the  true  fecret  was,  to  gain 
|an  opportunity  for  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  and  a  felect 
iljunto,  to  pafs  the  evening  with  him,  in  order  to  conciliate 
J-his   graces,  and  give  him  early  impreflions  in  favour  of 
'their  party.     The  next  day,  the  Governor  publifhed  his 
^icommiffion  ;   and  was,  by  Mr.  De  Lancey,  invited  to  a 
;  public  entertainment.      In  the  evening,   they  conducted 
Jhim  to  the  common,  to  hear  the  acclamations  of  the  peo- 
ple ;  and,  on   every  occaiion,  followed  him  with  fervile 
Vcourt  and  adulation.     To  imprefs  a  high  fenfe  of  his  pre- 
j  decefior's  popularity,  they  fpared  no  pains.     For  this  pur- 
;  pofe  alfo  they  intrigued  with  the  affembly,  and  city  cor- 
poration, two  elective  bodies,  and  thence  under  his  influ- 
ence.    Of  the  latter,  Mr.  Oliver  De  Lancey,  as  alderman, 
^was  a  member  ;    and,  with  true  fraternal  affection,  ftimu- 
llated  the  board  to  infert  in  their  addrefs  a  compliment  to 
(his  br other '.     A  modeft  motion,  my  Lord  !   and  fo  vehe- 
mently urged,  that  it  was  carried,  though  not  without 
|fome  oppofition.     The  burden  of  that  momentous  paffage, 
*  without  which  the  whole  had  been  jejeune  and  infipid, 
was  difcharged  in  thefe  terms  :    "  We  have  the  greateji  re  a- 
"fon  to  expecl  the  continuation  of  that  wife  and  happy  adminif- 
cc  tration,   we  have   been   bleft  with  fome  time  pq/l."      Still 
greater  was  Mr.  De  Lancey's  intereft  in  the  affembly,  as  I 

have 
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have  already  had  the  honour  to  acquaint  your  Lordftiip. 
But  one  gentleman  in  that  houfe  oppofed  the  flattery  of 
their  addrefs.  He  is  a  man  of  an  affluent,  independent 
fortune  ;  a  bold,  unihackled  fpirit,  and  of  ftrong  natural 
parts.  The  addrefs  was  calculated  to  fecure  De  Lancey's 
power  both  with  governor  and  people  :  the  former,  by; 
difplaying  to  Sir  Charles  his  formidable  intereft  in  that 
houfe  :  the  latter,  by  preventing  a  diffolution  ;  than 
which  nothing  was  the  object  of  greater  dread.  "  //  has, 
"  Sir,  (thefe  are  the  expreftions)  been  ufual  in  this  colony,  at 
"  the  accejjion  of  a  new  governor,  to  give  the  people  an  opportu- 
"  nity  of  a  new  eleclion  of  reprefentaiives.  If  your  Excellency 
"  conceives,  that  fuch  a  meafure,  in  the  prefent  Jiate  of  affairs^ 
"  will  be  confident  with  his  Majejlfs  fervice,  and  the  fecurity 
"  of  this  his  loyal  colony,  it  will  be  agreeable  to  us,  and  to  the 
"  people  we  have  the  honour  to  reprefent. 

"  The  importance  of  the  bufinefs  under  our  confederation,  and 
"  the  difpatch  neceffary  to  accomplijh  it,  will  plead  our  excufe  to  \ 
"  your  Excellency  for  not  being  earlier  in  this  addrefs. 

"  And  here,  Sir,  we  fhould  have  ended,  were  we  not  in  juf- 
"  tice  bound  to  pay  fome  acknowledgment  to  the  adminijlration 
"  of  your  Excellency's  predeceffor,  the  Lieutenant-Governor  ; 
"  whofe  upright  intentions,  as  far  as  we  had  opportunities  ofdif- 
"  covering  them,  ever  tended  to  his  Majejlfs  honour  and  fer* 
"  vice,  and  the  welfare  and  profperity  of  this  colony." 

Mr.  De  Lancey  is  one  of  the  moll  fortunate  of  men. 
While  the  people  impatiently  expecled  a  diflblution,  an 
exprefs  arrived,  on  the  1 2th  of  September,  with  a  confut- 
ed, but  alarming  account  of  an  addon  at  Lake  George. 
This  rendered  it  neceffary  for  Sir  Charles  Hardy  immedi- 
ately to  proceed  to  Albany.  Thither  the  Lieut.  Governor 
accompanied  him,  and  had  thereby  a  fair  opportunity  to 
engrofs  and  cajole  him.  I  {hall  fufpend  the  relation  of  his 
fuccefs,  -till  I  have  laid  before  your  Lordfhip  the  progrefs 
of  the  provincial  army,  and  their  repulfe  of  the  French. 

Major-General  Lyman,  being  advanced  with  the  troops 
to  the  Carrying-Place,  about  fixty  miles  from  Albany,  was 
waiting  the  arrival  of  General  Johnfon,  who  fet  out  from 
thence  on  the  8th  of  Auguft,  with  the  train  of  artillery. 
Lyman  had  begun  a  fort  at  the  landing,  on  the  eall  fide  of 
Hudfon's  River,  now  called  Fort  Edward.  About  the  lat- 
ter 


in  North-America,  from  1753  to  ty $6.  105 

ter  end  of  the  month,  General  Johnfon,  with  the  main 

body,  moved  forward  fourteen  miles  more  northerly,  and 

pitched  his  camp  at  the  fouth  end  of  Lake  George,  before 

called  St.  Sacrament*      By  fome  Indians,  who  had  been 

fent  out  as  fcouts,he  received  the  following  advices  :  That 

they  had  difcovered  a  party  of  French  and  Indians  at  Ti- 

conderoga,  iituate  on  the  ifthmus  between  the  north  end 

of  Lake  George  and  the  fouthern  part  of  Lake  Champlain, 

fifteen  miles  on  this  fide  Crown-Point ;  but  that  no  works 

were  there  thrown  up.     To  have  fecured  this  pafs,  which 

commanded  the  route  to  Crown-Point  through  the  Lake, 

had  been  a  meafure  extremely  advifable.      Mr.  Johnfon, 

informed   of  its   importance,  on  the   ift   of  September, 

wrote  to  General  Shirley,  that  he  was  impatient  to  get  up 

his  batteaux  ;  propofing  then  to  proceed  with  part  of  the 

troops,  and  feize  upon  that  pafs.     The  French,  however, 

took  advantage  of  the  delay,  and  cut  out  work  enough 

for  him  at  his  own  camp. 

Of  the  troops  which  failed  from  Breft  in  the  fpring, 
amounting  to  about  3000,  your  Lordfhip  knows,  eight 
companies  were  taken  with  the  Lys  and  Alcide  men  of 
war,  who  fell  in  with  our  fleet  commanded  by  Admiral 
Bofcawen.  One  thoufand  were  landed  at  Louifburgh, 
and  the  refidue  arrived  at  Quebec,  with  Monf.  de  Vaud- 
reuil,  governor-general  of  Canada,  and  Baron  Dielkau, 
commander  of  the  forces.  The  French  court,  well  ap- 
prifed  of  the  lingular  confequence  of  Ofwego,  had  deter- 
mined to  reduce  it.  Such  being  the  Baron's  inilructions, 
he  immediately  proceeded  to  Montreal  ;  from  whence  he 
detached  700  of  his  troops  up  the  river,  intending  himfeif 
fpeedily  to  join  them  with  the  remainder.  Juft  before  he 
had  made  the  neceffary  preparations,  Montreal  was  alarm- 
ed with  the  news  of  our  forming  a  numerous  army  near 
Lake  St.  Sacrament,  for  the  reduction  of  Fort  Frederick, 
and  perhaps  to  penetrate  into  the  heart  of  Canada.  Where- 
upon a  grand  council  being  held,  the  Baron  was  impor- 
tuned to  proceed  through  Lake  Champlain,  for  the  defence 
of  that  fortrefs  ;  nor  was  he,  without  great  difficulty  pre- 
vailed upon  to  alter  his  intended  route. 

Dielkau,  having  in  vain  waited  the  coming  up  of  our 

army,  at  length  refolved  himfeif  to  advance  towards  them  ; 

P  *      vVoL  ml']  ,  and, 
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and,  if  lie  proved  victorious,  to  defokte  our  northern  fet- 
tlement,  lay  the  towns  of  Albany  and  SchcnecTady  in  afhes, 
and  cut  off  all  communication  with  Ofwego.  A  dreadful 
refolution,  my  Lord  !  And  had  he  fucceeded — I  tremble 
at  the  thought — had  he  fucceeded — but  the  Supreme  Difi 
pofer  of  events  had  not  yet  devoted  us  to  ruin  ;  and  there- 
fore, like  the  counfels  of  Achitophel,  blafted  the  fanguinary 
purpofe. 

For  the  execution  of  this  defign,  he  embarked  at  Fort 
St.  Frederick  with  2000  men  in  batteaux,  and  landed'  at 
the^ South  Bay.*  Of  this  movement,  Gen.  Johnfon  had 
not  the  leaH  intimation,  till  his  fcouts  difcovered  their  act- 
ual departure  from  the  South  Bay  towards  Fort  Edward. 
3y  an  Englifh  prifoner  the  baron  was  told  that  the  Fort 
was  defencelels,  and  our  camp  at  the  Lake,  when  he  left  it 
a  few  days  before,  without  lines,  and  dellitute  of  cannon. 
Having  approached  within  two  miles  of  Fort  Edward,  he 
opened  his  defign  to  his  troops,  confuting  of  600  militia, 
as  many  Indians,  and  200  regulars.  To  animate  his  ir- 
regulars, who  feemed  dilinclined  to  the  attack  propofed,  he 
allured  them,  that  inevitable  mull:  be  their  iuccefs  ;  "  that 
"  on  reducing  this  fort,  the  Englifh  camp  mull  neceffarily 
"  be  abandoned,,  and  their  army  difperfe  in  great  diforder  ; 
"  that  this  would  enable  them  to  fubdue  Albany  ;  and  by 
"  Halving  the  garrifon  of  Ofwego,  fuperadd  to  their  con- 
"  queft  the  abfolute  dominion  of  Ontario."  With  what- 
ever intrepidity  this  harangue  infpired  his  European  troops, 
the  Canadians  and  lavages,  fearful  of  our  cannon,  were  ut- 
terly averfe  to  the  fcheme ;  but  declared  their  willingnefs 
to  furprife  our  camp,  where  they  expected  nothing  beyond 
mufquetry.  j  Thus  difappointed  in  his  principal  defign,  he 
changed  his  route,  and  began  to  move  againft  the  main  body 
at  the  Lake.  Gen.  johnfon,  on  the  information  of  his 
fcouts,  had  difpatched  feparate  meffengers  to  Fort  Edward, 
with  advice  of  the  enemy's  approach  towards  that  garrifon  ; 
of  which  one  was  unfortunately  intercepted  ;  the  reft,  who 
got  back,  reported,  that  they  had  defcried  the  enemy  .about 
four  miles  to  the  northward  of  the  fort.  Inftead  of  any  at- 
tempt 

*   About  16  miles  from  the  Englifh  encampment, 
f  Our  artillery  was  got  up  to  the  camp  from  Fort  Edward,  but  a  day 
or  two  before  the  adion,  of  which  the  French  had  no  intelligence. 
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tempt  to  difcover  the  ftrength  of  the  guard  left  with  their 
batteaux  at  the  South  Bay,  which  might  eafily  have  been 
cut  off,  a  council  of  war  refolved  the  next  morning  to  de- 
tach 1000  men,  with  fome  Indians,  to  fall  upon,  or,  as  Mr, 
johnfon  exprefies  it  in  his  letter  to  the  feveral  governors, 
"to  catch  the# enemy  in  their  retreat."  On  this  fervice 
commanded  Col.  Williams,  a  brave  officer,  who  met  the 
baron  within  four  miles  of  our  camp. 

The  Englifh,  my  Lord,  were  encamped  on  the  banks  of 
Lake  George,  being  covered  on  either  fide  by  a  low,  thick- 
wooded  fwarnp.  After  the  march  of  the  detachment,  Gen. 
Johnfon  drew  up  the  cannon,  then  at  500  yards  diftance 
from  the  front.  Trees  were  alio  felled,  to  form  fome  fort 
of  breaftwork  :  and  this  was  all  his  cover  aerdnft  an  attack, 

O  J 

having  hitherto  ftrangely  delayed  the  proper  retrenchments. 

About  an  hour  after  Williams's  departure,  a  heavy  fire 
was  heard  ;  which  evidently  approaching,  Gen.  Johnfon 
judged  rightly,  that  our  detachment  was  retreating  ;  for 
the  French  were  fuperior  in  number,  amounting  to  about 

too.  Upon  this  he  fent  out  a  reinforcement  to  fupport 
them  ;  which  was  very  judicioully  conducted,  on  the  death 
of  Williams,  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Whiting,  a  Connecti- 
cut officer,  who  gained  much  applaufe  at  the  reduction  of 
Louifburgh.     Gen.  Johnfon  informs  the  governors,  "  That 

about  half  an  hour  after  eleven,  the  enemy  appeared  in  fight,  and 
:c  marched  along  the  road  in  very  regular  order,  direclly  upon  our 

center  :  That  they  made  a  f mall  halt,  about  150  yards  from  the 

breaji-work,  when  the  regular  troops  made  the  grand  and  center 
'•  attack  ;  while  the  Canadians  and  Indians  fquatted  and  difperj - 
"  ed  on  our  flanks"  This  halt  was  the  Baron's  capital  er- 
ror ;  for,  amidil  the  confirmation  of  the  camp,  hod  he 
clofely  followed  up  the  detachment,  he  had  eafily  forced 
their  lines,  and  gained  a  complete  victory.  But  by  con- 
tinuing for  fome  time  a  platoon  fire,  with  little  execution 
at  that  diftance,  our  men  recovered  their  fpirits.  As  foon 
as  the  artillery  began  to  play,  Diefkau  and  his  regulars 
found  themfelves  totally  deferted  by  the  militia  and  fava- 
ges,  who  all  ikulked  into  the  fwamps,  took  to  trees,  and 
maintained  a  fcattered  fire  upon  our  flanks,  for  fome  time, 
with  variable  and  intermitting  brifknefs.  Having  now  no 
command  of  any  part  of  his  army,  except  his  handful  of 

regulars. 
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regulars,  the  Baron  thought  proper  to  retire  ;  which  he 
did  in  very  great  diforder.  A  party  from  the  camp  foU 
lowed  him,  fell  upon  his  rear,  difperfed  the  remaining  fol- 
diers  about  him,  and  being  himfelf  wounded  in  the  leg, 
was  found  refting  on  a  ftump,  utterly  abandoned  and  defti* 
tute  of  fuccour.  Feeling  for  his  watch,  to  furrender  it, 
one  of  our  men,  fufpecting  him  in  fearch  of  a  piftol,  pour- 
ed a  charge  through  his  hips  ;  of  which  wound  he  is  not 
yet  recovered.  Upon  his  retreat,  the  militia  and  Indians 
retired  in  fmall  parties  :  and  as  the  Englifh  neglected  to 
continue  the  purfuit,  they  halted  about  four  miles  from 
the  camp,  at  the  very  place  where  the  engagement  happen- 
ed in  the  morning.  Opening  their  packs  for  refreihment, 
they  here  entered  into  confultation,  refpecting  a  fecond  at- 
tack. Why  the  enemy  was  not  purfued,  when  their  re- 
treat became  general,  no  tolerable  reafon  has  ever  yet  been 
affigned  ;  and  Mr.  Johnfon,  in  his  letter,  feems  very  artful- 
ly to  evade  it.  Nothing,  however,  could  be  more  fortu- 
nate than  the  gallant  behaviour  of  a  party,  confifting  of 
about  200,  led  by  Capt.  M'Ginnes,  who  had  been  detached 
from  Fort  Edward,  to  the  affiftance  of  the  main  body. 
They  fell  upon  the  French  in  the  evening,  put  an  end  to 
their  confultations,  and  gave  them  a  total  overthrow. 
M'Ginnes,  died  of  the  wounds  he  received  in  this  rencoun- 
ter, having  fignalized  himfelf  by  a  fpirit  and  conduct  that 
would  have  done  honour  to  a  more  experienced  officer. 

Mr.  Wraxall,  in  his  letter  to  the  Lieut.  Governor  of 
New- York,  told  him,  he  ftood  fo  near  Gen.  Johnfon,  when 
the  latter  received  his  wound,  that  "  he  thought  he  faw 
the  ball  enter  :"  which  curious  piece  of  intelligence  was 
obliterated  before  its  publication.  I  only  mention  this  cirr 
cumftance  to  convince  your  Lordfhip,  that  the  moft  intre- 
pid foldier  hath  not  always  the  fame  prefence  of  mind. 

If  the  dufk  of  the  evening  was  too  far  advanced,  before 
the  repulfe  at  the  Lake,  for  an  immediate  purfuit,  (which 
by  the  way  could  not  be  the  cafe,  fince  M'Ginnes's  encoun- 
ter was  fubfequent)  yet  the  neglect  of  it  the  next  dry  ad^i 
mits  of  no  colourable  apology.  Mr.  Lyman  urged  it  with 
great  warmth  ;  but  the  General,  with  moft  of  the  field  of- 
ficers, are  accufed  of  an  equal  difinclination.  Mr.  Johnfon, 
to  judge  by  his  letter,  feemed  well  fatisfied  with  his  efcape, 

and 


in  North- America  >  from   175$  to  ij $6.  169 

and  determined  with  this  action  to  clofe  the  prefent  cam- 
paign. It  was  probably  to  avoid  the  profecution  of  the 
expedition,  that  he  tranfmitted  no  account  of  the  battle  to 
General  Shirley  ;  contenting  himfelf  with  requefting  Lieut. 
Governor  Phipps  to  fend  a  copy  of  his  letter  from  Bofton, 

(though  his  own  fituation  was  200  miles  nearer  to  Ofwego. 
The  gentleman  at  Albany,  to  whom  his  difpatches  were 
entrufted,  fufpecting  their  contents,  and  conceiving  their 
I  communication  to  the  General  abfoiutely  neceffary  for  his 
I  Majefty's  fervice,  broke  open  the  letter  to  Governor  Phipps, 
[  and  fent  an  exprefs  with  a  copy  to  Ofwego. 

The  Indians,  during  the  whole  of  the  engagement,  fome 
of  the  Mohawks  only  excepted,  retired  from  the  camp, 
waiting  the  event  of  the  conflict  at  a  convenient  diftance. 
Nor  indeed  was  their  affiftance  expected,  by  thofe  who 
knew  their  boafted  fidelity  was  a  mere  delufion,  and  Mr, 
Johnfon's  fo  much  magnified  influence,  what  it  has  fince 
appeared  to  all  men,  the  grofTeft  impoflure.  They  even 
declared  before  their  march,  they  intended  not  to  engage, 
but  to  be  witneffes  of  the  gallantry  of  our  troops.  And 
had  Diefkau  won  the  day,  equally  ready  had  they  been  to 
fealp  their  brethren  the  EngHfh,  as  now  they  appeared  to 
exercife  their  brutal  dexterity  on  the  French.  Moreover, 
they  came  in  a  body  to  Albany,  immediately  after  the  bat- 
tle, on  pretence  of  celebrating  the  fuccefs  of  our  arms,  and 
to  condole  with  the  widows  of  thofe  who  fell  in  the  action. 
This,  fays  one  of  Mr.  Johnfon's  encomiafts,  is  their  cuf- 
tom  ;  fubjoining  prophetically,  that  they  were  in  a  fort- 
night after  their  departure  to  return  to  the  camp.  The 
favages,  my  Lord,  obferve  no  fuch  cuftom,  fave  on  the 
condufion  of  an  enterprife  ;  whereas  this  was  fcarcely 
commenced  :  and  as  to  their  return,  it  is  notorious  they 
never  did.  Befides,  had  the  General  the  real  intereft  pre^ 
I  tended,  would  he  not,  for  once,  have  induced  them  to  poftv 
1  pone  their  triumphant  feftivity,  and  untimely  condolence^ 
when  their  prefence  at  the  camp,  would  they  really  fighta 
was  of  indifpennble  neceflity  ;  and  himfelf  in  expectation 
of  a  fecond  attack  ;  nor,  by  the  ftrain  of  his  letter,  exempt 
from  a  little  perturbation  of  mind  ? 

To  render  the  luftre  of  this  gentleman's  character  fHll 
more  refulgent,  by  preventing  any  one's  fharing  with  him 

the 
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the  glory  of  the  day,  a  junto  combined  at  the  camp,  and 
framed  a  letter*,  impeaching  Mr.  Lyman,  the  fecond  in 
command,  of  daftardly  carriage,  which  they  procured  one 
Cole,  a  fellow  of  no  reputation,  to  fign,  and  convey  to  the 
prefs.  A  notable  initance  of  the  amazing  latitude  to  which  I 
an  invidious  fpirit  is  capable  of  proceeding  :  fo  true  is  the 
poet's  obfervation, 

Men  that  make 

Envy  and  crooked  malice  nourishment, 

Dare  bite  the  beft. Shakefp. 

For,  in  reality,  no  man,  my  Lord,  behaved  with  more 
magnanimity,  than  the  unfortunate  object  of  their  jealoufy  : 
and  from  his  fuperior  merit  actually  arofe  their  malignity,  as 
he  thence  rivalled  their  deified  idol.  The  reafon  why  this 
much  injured  officer  deferred  his  vindication,  was  not  only 
the  difgraceful  name  of  his  calumniator,  but  becaufe  he 
expected  that  juftice  from  the  public  ;  who,  accordingly, 
in  teftimony  of  his  merit,  vefted  him,  the  next  campaign, 
with  the  fame  important  poft.  But  numbers  of  witnenes, 
eye  witnelfes,  utterly  impartial,  and  not  belonging  to  the 
camp,  are  ready  to  depofe,  that  by  them  he  was  feen  fight- 
ing like  a  lion,  and  expofing  his  life  in  the  hotteft  of  the 
battle  ;  not  to  mention  a  gentleman f  of  undoubted  vera- 
city, to  whom  Gen.  Johnfon,  two  days  after  the  aclion, 
frankly  acknowledged,  in  his  tent,  that  to  Lyman  was 
chiefly  to  be  afcribed  the  honour  of  the  victory. 

I  mail  now,  my  Lord,  take  the  liberty  to  make  a  few 
remarks  on  Mr.  Tohnfon's  letter  to  the  governors  :  and  ex- 
amine  the  reafons  affigned  againft  purfuing  his  advantage, 
as  well  as  thofe  alleged  for  not  profecuting  the  expedi- 
tion. The  repulfe  of  the  French  delivered  us  from  fuch  un- 
fpcakablc  calamity,  naturally  to  be  apprehended  from  the 
enemy's  fuccefs,  that  we  have  infinite  reafon  to  thank  the 
God  of  Armies,  for  thus  remarkably  refctiing  us  from  the 
jaws  of  perdition.  Nor  ought  we  to  mention  either  our 
officers  or  men,  who  generally  behaved  as  well  as  could  be 
expected,   without  a  fuitable  tribute  of  gratitude.     But 

the 
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*  Minds  that  will  mount  into  fuperior  ft  ate, 

Climb  mifchief's  ladder. Richards';  Mcjalhia, 

\   Col.  John  RenfleUer,  of  Albany. 
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the  General's  own  letter  will  enable  rne  to  convince  your 
Lordfhip,  that  the  magnificent  trophies,  erected  to  his 
I  fame,  fprung  wholly  from  the  New-York  cabal  ;  whole 
fervices,  when  encircled  with  his  laurels,  he  was  ever  after 
to  acknowledge  and  retaliate 

— fana  redemitus  tempora  lauro 

— veterein  Anchifem  agnofcit  amicum. 

By  this  letter  he  appears  fo  confcious  of  deferving  repre- 
heniion,  rather  than  applaufe,  that  the  latter  part  of  his 
epiftle  is  apparently  calculated  to  divert  all  inquiry  into 
the  true  reafon  of  his  not  purfuing  the  enemy,  and  break- 
jing  up  the  campaign,  without  paying  a  vifit  to  Crown - 
j Point.     "  Our  men  (fays  he)  have  fujfered  fo  much  fatigue 
"for  three  days  pafl,  and  are   conftantly  /landing  upon  their 
6  arms  by  day,  half  the  whole  upon  guard  by  night,-  and  the  re/l 
'  lie  down  armed  and  accoutred,  thai  both  officers  and  men  are 
c  almoft  worn  out  J9     I  cannot  help  thinking,  that  had  the 
General  begun  his  breaft-work  more  feafonably,  and  not 
waited  for  intelligence  of  the  enemy's  advancing,  before 
le  ordered  up  his  cannon,  his  men  had  been  lefs  fatigued 
3y  this  redoubtable  action.     But  left  the  world  mould  re- 
nain  in  the  dark  about  the  real  grounds  of  his  apprehen- 
ion,  he  proceeds  :    "  The  enemy  may  rally  ;  and  we  judge 
?  they  have  confiderable  reinforcements  near  at  hand,"     I  quef- 
ion,  my  Lord,  whether  the  whole  circle  of  hiftory  affords 
,  fingle  inftance  of  an  army's  rallying,  after  the  daughter 
)f  1000  men  (his  own  computation)  out  of  about  1800,  the 
vhole  force  of  the  enemy,     And  whence  he  conjectured 
I' hey  had  any  reinforcements  fo  near  at  hand,  as  not  to  be 
ible  to  join  their  routed  detachment,  (till  remains  one  of 
hofe  arcana  of  ftate,  which,  by  common  underftan dings, 
Is  not  to  be  fathomed  :    or,  if  the  French  confifted  of  200 
hrenadiers,  800  Canadians,  and  700  Indians,  (the  Baron's 
.ccount  to  the  General)  fo  great  a  flaughter,  as  is  pretend- 
[  d  by  the  letter,  with  the  lofs  of  the  greatelt  part  of  the 
srincipal  officers,  and  Monf.  St.  Pierre,  who  had  the  chief 
j  ommand  and  influence  over  the  Indians,  muft  have  re- 
duced them  to  lefs  than  800.      From  thefe,  one  would 
lave  imagined,  there  was  no  danger  of  a  fecond  attack. 
I  rar  more  probable  was  it,  that  for  fo  momentous  an  en- 
ter prife> 
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terprife,  as  the  reduction  of  the  forts  before-mentioned, 
the  French  had  muttered  all  the  forces  they  could  fpare 
from  Crown-Point  and  Ticonderoga,  where  many  of  the 
regular  troops  were  polled  ;  efpeciaUy,  as  they  went  un- 
furnifhed  with  cannon.     Add  to  this,  that  our  army  was 
now  flufhed  with  victory  ;    the  enemy,  on  the  contrary, 
difconcerted  ;  and,  according  to  his  account,  moft  of  their 
principal  officers,  and  many  of  their  men,  flain  ;  the  In- 
dians  too,  by  the  death  of  St.  Pierre,  probably  were  vering 
and  diflipated.     This,  if  mch  were  the  facts,  was  a  glori- 
ous  opportunity  to  difpoflefs  them  of  Ticonderoga.     But 
the  longer  they  were  fuffered  to  fortify,  the  more  arduous  I 
the  talk  to  diflodge  them,  and  the  greater  the  lofs  of  oui 
prefent  advantage,  refulting   from  their    defeat  and  oui] 
fuccefs.     Befides,  was  there   any  probability  of  their  re 
turn  the  next  day,  to  re-aflault  the  camp  with  mufquetry 
when  the  effects  of  our  cannon  (admitting  them  to  hav* 
done  the  pretended  execution*)  were   ftill  fo  recent  ir 
their  memories  ;   and  to  the  Indians,  even  the  firft  time  ft 
vifibly  tremendous  ?    But  the  cautious  general  fubjoins 
"  We  do  not  think  it  either  prudent  or  fafe  to  be  fending  on 
"  parties  in  fear  eh  of  the  dead"     I  agree,  it  had  been  mon 
for  his  Majefty's  fervice  to  have  difpatched  them  in  pur 
fuit  of  the  living.     After  a  fliort  paragraph  concerning  th- 
wounded,  his  panic  returns  :     "  /  think  we  may  expeel,  ver 
i:JhortIy,  a  more  formidable  attack"     More  formidable  thai 
what  ?    Why,  than  that  of  their  regulars  firing  at  a  dii 
tance,    and  the    Canadians   and   Indians    running  away 
"  and  that  the  enemy  will  then  come  with  artillery"     I  won 
der  whether  this  gentleman  expected  to  reduce  Crown 
Point  without  being  expofed  to  the  French  artillery  ?    Bu 
whence  this  furmife  of  a  more  formidable  attack,  he  thin 
not  proper   to  communicate.      It   was  well  known,  thft 
whole  force  fent  from  France  amounted  to  about  3000  Jo 
that  of  thefe,  Admiral  Bofcawen  took  eight  companies,  an 
1000  were  in  garrifon  at  Louiiburgh.     Admitting,  thert 
fore,  that  all  the  reft  arrived  at  Quebec,  without  any  lofi 

(a  favourabllje 

*  The  cannon  were  fo  ill  ferved,  and  highly  elevated,  that  they  die 
beyond  all  controvcriy,  no  execution  at  all  ;  none  of  the  dead  being  ol 
ferved  to  have  been  killed  by  cannon  iliot  :  but  amongft  the  tops  of  th 
trees,  thirty  and  forty  feet  high,  they  made  great  and  ufelefs  havock. 
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(a  favourable  cohceffion)  the  utmoft  amount  that  reached 
Canada  was  about  1700  ;  of  which  500  were  at  Cadaraqui ; 
fo  that,  without  any  allowance  for  thofe  killed  at  the  camp, 
or  in  the  mock  purfuit  which  enfued,  the  whole number 
of  regulars  that  arrived  with  Diefkau,  and  could  come  a- 
gainft  him,  but  little  exceeded  1 100.  The  gentleman  pro- 
ceeds :  "  The  late  Coh  Williams  had  the  ground  cleared  for 

\ "  building  ajlockaded  fort :  our  men  arefo  harajfed,  and  obliged 
"  to  be  upon  watchful  duty,  that  I  think  it  would  be  both  unfea- 
u  finable,  and  I  fear  in  vain,  to  fet  them  at  work  upon  the  de- 
"JignedfirL  I  defign  to  order  the  New-Hampfhire  regiment  up 
"  here,  to  reinforce  us  ;  and  I  hope  feme  of  the  defigned  rein* 
"  forcements  will  be  with  us  in  a  few  daysi  When  thefe  frejh 
"  troops  arrive,  IJhall" — I  dare  fay  your  Lordfhip  expects 
at  leaft  the  demolition  of  Fort  St.  Frederick  :  nothing  like 
it — "  /  Jlmll  immediately  fet  about  building  a  fort.'*  Still  the 
ftrongeft  fymptoms  of  terror  and  alarm  :  for,  it  is  evident 
from  this  paflage,  he  had  now  laid  afide  all  thoughts  of 
profecuting  the  expedition,  mould  even  fuccours  arrive, 
and  in  greater  numbers  than  were  neceifary.  All  his  puif- 
ant  purpofes  terminated  now  "  in  fitting  about  building  a 
fort"  And  if  indeed  he  thought  Crown-Point  impregna- 
ble  by  the  army  then  under  his  command,  above  4,000 
ftrong,  he  muft  neceffarily  conclude  it  would  be  found  fo 
j:he  next  year,  by  double  the  number  :  and  if  then  at- 
:empted  through  another  route,  his  grand  fortrefs  at  the 
;nd  of  the  Lake  was  abfolutely  ufelefs.  Nor  would  it 
)rove  any  defence  to  the  country  between  Lake  George 
md  Hudfon's  River,  while  the  French  could  penetrate  it 
)y  two  other  more  ufual  paffages,  the  South-Bay  and 
Wood-Creek  ;  through  the  former  of  which  they  had  ac- 
tually marched  to  his  camp.     And  as  to  their  formidable 

i  attack  with  artillery,  whence  could  they  bring  it,  but  from 

j  ]lrown-Point  ?     And  if  they  learnt,  he  intended,  in  the 
>refent  campaign,  nothing  beyond  building  a  ftockaded 

,  ort,  that  very  intelligence  was  fufficient  to  induce  them  to 
ttack  the  camp  with  cannon  *,  againft  which,  I  am  confi- 

Ment,  his  fort  would  make  but  a  very  indifferent  refiilance. 

tput,  in  reality,  it  was  moil:  probable  they  would  exert  their 

ffforts  in  ftrengthening  Crown-Point  and  Ticonderoga  ; 
Q        \VoL  vii.]  the 
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the  reduction  of  which,  for  not  improving  our  fuccefs  at 
the  camp,  will  cod  us  a  vaft  addition  of  blood  and  treafure. 

Thus,  my  Lord,  ended  this  expeniive  expedition  in  erect- 
ing a  wooden  fort  ;  faulted  by  Mr.  Montrefor*  ;  and,  I 
dare  fay,  derided  by  the  enemy.  So  that  if  ever  any  man 
obtained  laurels  without  earning  them,  it  was  this  fortu- 
nate general  ;  who,  by  the  fplendid  reprefentations  of  his 
fecretary,  and  the  fovereign  decree  of  his  patron,  is  exalted 
into  an  eminent  hero.  To  the  panegyrical  pen  of  Mr. 
Wraxal,  and  the — lie  volo  fie  jubeo — of  Lieut.  Gov.  De 
Lancey,  is  to  be  afcribed  that  mighty  renown,  which  echo- 
ed through  the  colonies,  reverberated  to  Europe,  and  ele- 
vated a  raw,  inexperienced  youth  into  a  kind  of  fecond 
Marlborough. 

Fortunate  puer,  tu  nunc  eris  alter  ab  illo. 
vSo  capricious  is  fortune,  and  fo  fond  of  fporting  with  hu- 
man affairs.     The  emperor  Severus,  (I  think  it  is  Herodian 
tells  the  ftory)  when  obliged  to  raife  the  fiege  of  Atras,  the 
only  attempt  in  which  he  had  ever  been  baffled,  thought 
himfeif  conquered  becaufe  he  did  not  conquer  :    but  our 
hero,  it  feems,  is  a  conqueror  becaufe  he  was  not  conquer- 
ed.    When  a  general  finds  himfeif  attacked  in  his  camp,  a 
very  quaker,  methinks,  would  forget  his  principles,  and 
follow,  in  fpite  of  Barclay  and  the  meeting,  the  powerful 
dictates  of  nature's  incentive  to  felf-defence.     And  did  the 
valour  of  our  warrior  carry  him  an  inch  farther  ?    Did  he  ' 
purfue  an  enemy,  who,  by  flying,  with  the  lofs  of  about 
thirty  men,  exhibited  a  full  proof  of  a  moft  extraordinary;! 
puffflanimity  ?  Or,  if  his  wound  (which,  confidering  it  was  ' 
made  by  a  ball  vifible  in  its  flight  to  his  aid-de-camp,  mufl 
have  been  very  capacious)  rendered  his  perfonal  purfuit 
impracticable,  were  any  orders  given  to  improve  the  for 
tune  of  the  day,  and  deflroy  a  fugitive  army  ?    Was  not, 
on  the  contrary,  the  noble  ardor  of  thofe  who  offered  tc 
purfue,  by  pofitive  orders,  repreffed  ;  and  a  poltron  ad 
verfary  fuffered  to  elcape,  whofe  recent  cowardice  promifec: 
a  general  ilaughter,  and  who,  in  their  prefent  panic,  hac 
fallen  a  facrifice  to  our  victorious  arms  ? 

Thefe  are  fads  of  inconteflible  notoriety  :    and  if  youi 

Lordfhif 
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Lordfhip  demands,  whence  then  the  accounts  that  fix  or 
sight   hundred,   nay  a  thoufand,  fell  before  the  camp, 
(when,  in  reality,  the  enemy  loft  not'  above  two  hundred 
in  all  the  three  engagements,  which  is  lefs  than  our  own 
lofs)  there  is  no  other  way  of  accounting  for  thefe  glaring 
mifreprefentations,  than  that  it  fuited  our  prefent  fyftem  of 
politics  to  have  this  action  exaggerated  and  magnified.     It 
was  neceffary  to  exalt  Johnfon,  in  order  to  deprefs  Shir- 
ley ;  and  they,  who  had  reprefented  the  expedition  againft 
Crown-Point  of  fuch  prodigious  importance,  thought  it  ad- 
vifeable  to  render  every  thing  important  that  was  tranfact- 
ed  in  that  expedition.     Every  man  among  us  knew  it  to 
?be  an  impofition  ;  and  yet  ran  the  rifk  of  having  his  head 
jbroke  for  offering  to  doubt  it.      It  was  notorious,  not 
'above  thirty  of  the  enemy  were  found  flain  at  the  camp  ; 
and  that  the  reft  of  the  dead  could  neither  fly  into  the  air, 
jnor  dive  into  the  earth.     Where  then  was  the  remainder  ? 
,To  anticipate  the  queftion,  left  any  one  fhould  have  effron- 
tery enough  to  ftart  it,  they  were  carried  off  by  a  flying 
j  enemy,  who  took  to  their  heels  to  fave  their  own  lives  ; 
land  yet  were  fo  anxious  about  their  dead,  as  to  carry  them 
all  along.     Such  manifeft  contradictions  are  we  obliged  to 
believe  ! 

Nay,  to  excufe  this  favourite  General,  the  blame  of  not 
following  his  advantage,  has  been  thrown  on  Mr.  Shirley, 
and  attributed  to  his  pofitive  directions.  Befides  the  ab- 
furdity  of  the  accufation,  that  he  could  be  acceffory  to  an 
omiffion  of  this  nature,  it  was  abfolutely  impoflible  for  him 
to  know  whether  the  enemy  would  at  all  rifk  an  attack. 
Your  Lordfhip  will  confider,  the  General  was  then  at  leaft 
365  miles  from  the  place  of  action,  nor  advifed  of  it  till 
nine  days  after  it  happened.  But  when  he  received  the 
intelligence,  fo  far  from  directing  to  the  inactivity  of  a 
merely  defenfive  conduct,  that  he  difpatched  repeated  ex- 
preffes  to  Mr.  Johnfon,  urging  him,  in  the  moil  prefling 
terms,  to  purfue  the  advantage  already  obtained  ;  and  if 
unable  to  proceed  in  perfon,  to  commit  the  charge  of  the 
troops  to  Major-General  Lyman  :  or,  if  he  found  it  im- 
practicable to  inveft  Crown-Point  that  feafon,  at  leaft  to 
make  himfelf  mafter,  if  poflible,  of  the  enemy's  advanced 
ppft  at  Ticonderoga.     But  all  was  ineffectual  ;   the  laurel 

being 
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being  already  acquired,  fortune  was  not  again  to  be  put  to 
a  defperate  venture. 

We  will  now,  if  your  Lordfhip  pleafes,  return  to  Ofwe- 
go,  where  General  Shirley  arrived  the  21ft  of  Auguft,  and 
take  a  view  of  the  courfe  of  his  proceedings  in  that  quarter. 

Your  Lordfhip  may  remember,  that  the  troops  marched 
from  Schenectady  with  fcarce  half  the  number  of  batteau 
men,  which  contracted  for  the  fervice  j  and  thefe,  by  fre- 
quent defertions,  gradually  decreafed.  Hence  the  tranf- 
portation  of  provifions,  through  this  long  trad  of  country, 
was  fo  much  impeded,  that,  until  the  latter  end  of  Sep- 
tember, it  was  impoffible,  upon  that  account,  to  move 
from  Ofwego. 

The  general,  however,  had,  in  the  mean  time,  made  all 
the  neceffary  preparations  for  the  expedition  to  Niagara  : 
and  as  the  arrival  of  a  large  convoy  with  provifions  was 
then  hourly  expected,  he  held  a  council  of  war,  at  his  camp, 
on  the  1 8th  of  September  5  at  which  were  prefent 

His  Excellency  the  General, 
Lieut.  Col.  Ellifon,  Major  Bradftreet,  Adj.  Gen. 

Lieut.  Col.  Mercer,  Capt.  Barford, 

Col.  Schuyler,  Capt.  Broadley,  Com',  of  the 

Capt.  Patten,  veffels  on  the  Lake. 

Major  Littlehales, 

The  general  informed  this  council,  that  through  the  great 
defertion  of  batteau-rnen,  the  fear  city  of  waggons  on  the 
Mohawk  River,  and  the  defertion  of  iledgemen  at  the 
Great  Carrying-Place,  the  conveyance  of  provifions  and  oth- 
er ftores  had  been  fo  much  retarded,  that  there  had  not 
been  at  any  time  fince  his  arrival,  a  fufficient  quantity  of 
dry  provifions  to  enable  him  to  go  upon  action  :  but  as  a 
large  fupply  would  probably  very  foon  arrive,  he  was  der 
termined  to  proceed  immediately.  He  thought  proper  to 
inform  them  of  his  intelligence  concerning  the  fituation  and 
ftrength  of  the  enemy,  which  was  to  this  purpofe  :  That 
before  he  left  the  Oneida  Carry-Place,  two  trufty  Indians, 
with  as  many  Albany  traders,  were  fent  as  fpies  to  Niagara  ; 
who,  after  fourteen  days  abfence,  returned  with  an  account, 
That  the  Indians  had  been  two  days  in  the  French  fort 
there,  which  was  built  partly  of  (lone,  but  principally  of 
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I  logs,  being  in  a  weak  and  ruinous  condition  :  that  the  garr 
rifon  confifled  of  about  60  French  and  1 00  Indians,  who 
1  faid  they  had  for  fome  time  expected  900  Indians  and  a 
quantity  of  flores  from  Canada  ;  but  were  apprehenfive 
their  veffels  were  taken  :  that  letters  came  in  frequently 
from  Fort  Du  Quefne,  whence  alfo  they  expected  a  con  fid- 
erable  reinforcement.  The  fpies  added,  that  the  Indians 
were  difgufted  at  the  divifion  of  the  fpoils  on  the  defeat  of 
General  Braddock,  and  that  the  French  had  loft  30  men  in 
that  engagement  :  that  they  faw  many  Englifh  fcalps,  with 
a  large  quantity  of  cloaths  and  furniture  :  that  the  French 
had  there  70  or  80  large  batteaux,  with  which  they  intend- 
ed to  meet  and  board  our  veffels  :  and  this  article  was  con- 
firmed by  another  Indian,  who  fet  out  after  the  fpies,  and 
meeting  one  of  our  row-gallies,  cautioned  the  commander 
againft  a  nearer  approach  to  Niagara. 

His  Excellency  alfo  informed  the  council,  that  an  Indian 
fpy  had  been  with  the  Outawawas,  who  aflifted  the  French 
in  the  action  at  Monongahela  ;  that  they  had  declared  their 
inclination  to  lay  down  the  hatchet ;  and  that  others,  more 
wefterly,  gave  the  like  intimations  ;  which  had  induced 
him  to  difpatch  four  meffengers  with  belts  of  wampum,  to 
invite  them  into  our  alliance,  or  at  leaft  to  engage  their 

I!  neutrality. 
Upon  the  general's  arrival  at  Ofwego,  he  thought  it  ne~ 
ceffary  to  procure  intelligence  from  Frontenac  ;    and  for 
1  that  purpofe  fent  out  a  party  of  white  men  and  Indians, 
who  returned  about  the  8  th  of  September,  with  informa- 
!  tion,  that  they  landed  upon  an  ifland,  about  fix  furlongs 
'  from  the  fort,  from  whence  they  had  a  full  view  of  it  $ 
that  it  was  built  in  a  bay,  near  the  edge  of  the  water,  and 
furrounded  by  a  Hone  wall  ;    the  land  behind  it  cleared,' 
and  riling  in  a  gradual  acclivity  ;  that  two  veffels,  of  about 
40  tons  each,  lay  moored  in  the  harbour,  unrigged,  and 
without  guns  ;  that  at  the  eaft  end  of  the  fort,  there  was  a 
regular  encampment,  and  fix  marquis  tents  ;  from  the  ex- 
tent of  which  they  imagined  it  contained  about  3  or  400 
men.     Upon  the  fide  of  the  bay,  oppofite  the  fort,  the  land 
j  projected  about  half  a  mile  :  between  this  and  the  Ifland 
they  were  upon,  was  another  little  ifland,  about  three  quar- 
ters of  a  mile  from  the  fort,  inhabited  by  about  twenty  In- 
dian 
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dian  families.  The  fpies  added,  that  there  were  feveral 
other  adjacent  iflands  ;  but  they  difcovered  no  batteaux. 
His  excellency  farther  acquainted  the  council,  that  an  Indian 
that  came  to  Ofwego  about  the  time  of  his  arrival,  and  had' 
left  Frontenac  nine  days  before,  declared  there  were  thirty 
French  within  the  fort ;  a  confiderable  quantity  of  powder, 
and  many  guns  mounted  on  the  furrounding  wall,  which 
was  about  fix  feet  thick  ;  and  the  encampment  without 
confided  of  600  foldiers.  The  information  of  Redhead,  to 
the  fame  effect,  was  alio  laid  before  the  council,  with  the 
addition,  that  there  were  two  encampments,  one  of  Cana- 
dians, and  the  other  of  regulars,  in  a  hollow,  undifecvera- 
ble  from  the  ifland  ;  and  that  he  was  told,  by  the  com- 
mandant, of  a  much  larger  number  of  troops  expected 
with  the  General,  lately  arrived  from  France  ;  when  they 
propofed  to  inveft  Ofwego.  Gen.  Johnfon's  letter  of  the 
1  ft  of  September,  iignifying,  that  his  fcouts  informed  him 
of  the  departure  of  300  canoes  to  Frontenac,  was  alfo  con- 
fidered  :  and  from  thefe  articles  of  intelligence,  the  account 
of  the  arrival  of  the  French  troops,  the  fufpenfion  of  all  in- 
tercourfe  between  Frontenac  and  Niagara,  and  their  lying 
ftill  fo  long  at  the  former,  his  Excellency  obferved,  it  was 
not  improbable  their  defign  might  be  to  make  a  defcent  on 
Ofwego,  if  the  whole  force  proceeded  on  the  expedition  to 
Niagara,  which  was  about  150  miles  to  the  weftward  ;  and 
from  whence,  at  that  advanced  feafon,  they  could  not  re- 
turn in  lefs  than  thirty  days.  That  this  was  the  more 
probable,  as  Ofwego  was  of  the  greateft  importance  for  fe- 
curing  the  frontiers  of  the  weitern  colonies,  maintaining 
the  Britifh  dominion  over  the  great  lakes,  and  the  country 
beyond  the  Apalachian  mountains.  He  alfo  took  notice  of 
the  defcncelefs  ftate  of  Ofwego,  which  would  render  it 
neceffary  to  leave  a  ftrong  garrifon  there  :  that  the  num- 
ber of  effectives  at  that  time  in  the  three  regiments  and  in- 
dependent companies,  including  ferjeants  and  corporals, 
amounted  to  1376  ;  and  that  the  irregulars,  who  were  Al-  !j 
bany  men  and  Indians,  procured  by  his  own  emiffaries, 
confuted  only  of  120.  For  the  better  fecurity  of  the  place, 
the  General  had  ordered  to  be  built,  with  all  pofiible  dif- 
patch,  a  ftrong,  wooden  fort,  capable  of  mounting  cannon, 
with  pickets  and  a  ditch,  on  a  high  point,  commanding 

the 
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the  old  fort  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  river.  This,  he  ob- 
ferved,  was  already  begun,  and  would  foon  be  completed  : 
and  that  for  the  pjropofed  enterprife,  he  had  built  and 
equipped  a  Hoop  and  fchooner  of  fixty  tons  each  ;  two 
row-gallies,  each  of  twenty  tons  ;  with  eight  whale-boats, 
each  capable  of  carrying  fixteen  men.  He  then  informed 
them  of  his  intention  to  embark  for  Niagara,  as  foon  as 
the  expected  convoy  arrived,  with  600  regulars,  including 
gunners  and  matroffes,  befides  the  Albany  and  Indian  ir- 
regulars, one  18  pounder,  four  12  pounders,  a  ten-inch 
mortar,  a  feven-inch  ho  wet,  two  royals,  and  five  fmall 
fwivel-howets  ;  the  veflels,  whale-boats,  and  a  competent 
number  of  batteaux  ;  leaving  behind  him  700  effectives, 
two  12  pounders,  ten  6  pounders,  fix  3  pounders,  and 
eight  cohorns. 

The  council,  upon  this  reprefentation,  were  unanimouf- 
ly  of  opinion,  in  anfwer  to  the  feveral  queftions  propofed, 
that  the  force  intended  for  the  Niagara  expedition  was 
fuificient  :  but  with  refpecl:  to  Ofwego,  fome  imagined  it 
would  not  be  defenfible  :  the  majority,  however,  were  of 
contrary  fentiments.  All  agreed,  that  a  feint  upon  Front- 
enac,  while  his  excellency  was  gone  to  Niagara,  was  by  no 
means  advifeable.  They  univerfally  concurred  in  opinion, 
that  a  fort  ought  to  be  erected  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  old 
fort  :  and  that  it  wrould  be  for  his  Majefty's  fervice  to  pre- 
pare materials  for  building  one  or  more  vefiels,  larger  than 
any  of  thofe  already  upon  the  lake,  capable  of  mounting 
ten  6  pounders,  befides  fwivels,  two  more  row-gallies,  and 
a  hundred  good  whale-boats. 

In  confequence  of  this  advice,  600  regulars  were  draught- 
ed, the  artillery  and  ordnance  ftores  Ihipped  on  board  the 
Hoop  Ontario,  part  of  the  provifions  on  board  the  floop 
Ofwego,  and  the  refidue  was  ready  for  the  row-gallies, 
whale-boats,  and  batteaux.  While  thefe  preparations  were 
making,  the  weather  was  extremely  wet  and  tempeftuous. 
The  rains  began  to  fall  fo  heavily  on  the  18  th  of  the  month, 
that  on  the  beft  chofen  ground  the  tents  of  the  foldiers 
were  overwhelmed.  As  400  of  the  troops  muft  have  gone 
in  open  boats,  it  was  impoflible  to  pafs  the  lake,  with  any 
fafety,  till  the  ftorm  abated  ;  which  was  on  the  26th  of  the 
month,  when  orders  were  immediately  iffued  for  the  em- 
barkation 
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barkation  of  the  troops  :  but  thefe  could  not  be  carried 
into  execution.  Though  the  rains  ceafed  for  a  fhort  fpace 
of  time,  the  weftern  winds  began  to  blow  with  redoubled 
fury  ;  and  were  again  fucceeded  by  continual  rains  for 
thirteen  days  together.  During  this  boifterous  weather, 
numbers  fell  fick,  whofe  tents  were  an  infufficient  ihelter  ; 
and  the  Indians,  well  acquainted  with  the  climate,  went  off, 
declaring  the  feafon  too  far  advanced  to  admit  of  an  expe- 
dition upon  the  lake. 

In  the  midft  of  thefe  difficulties,  another  council,  con- 
Ming  of  the  fame  members  who  compofed  the  laft,  was 
called  on  the  27th  of  September.  The  general  acquainted 
them  with  the  untoward  ftate  of  affairs,  and  fome  of  his 
lateft  advices.  He  obferved  as  follows  :  That  the  preced- 
ing day,  eight  batteaux  were  arrived,  with  48  barrels  of 
flour,  and  13  of  bread  ;  fo  that  there  was  then  14  days  full 
allowance  of  thofe  fpecies  of  provifions  for  2000,  being  the 
number  then  in  his  camp  :  That  he  thought  it  neceffary  to 
take  with  him  21,000  weight  of  bread  and  flour,  which, 
for  700  men,  forty  days,  amounted  only  to  three-fourths 
of  the  ufual  allowance  :  that,  in  fuch  cafe,  there  would  be 
left  with  the  garrifon  only  8000  weight  of  bread  and  flour, 
at  half  allowance  for  only  twelve  days  :  but,  by  advices 
received  from  the  Carrying-Place  and  Mohawk  River,  he 
had  the  greateft  reafon  to  expect  fuch  a  quantity  of  provi- 
fions, in  a  few  days,  as  would  be  a  full  fupply  for  fome 
months  :  that  a  party  of  men  with  two  officers  in  whale- 
boats,  fent  feven  days  before  to  Frontenac,  to  difcover  the 
enemy's  motions,  were  returned,  with  the  following  report : 
That  they  went  into  the  harbour,  and  faw  the  fort,  which 
appeared  to  be  a  regular  fquare,  faced  with  ftone,  having 
four  embrafures  in  the  front  :  that  the  encampment  con- 
lifted  of  above  100  tents:  that  two  brigantines  of  about 
40  tons  each,  and  a  fmall  (loop,  lying  then  at  anchor,  were 
rigged,  and  the  fails  of  one  of  them  bent  ;  and  a  number 
of  batteaux  lay  near  the  walls  of  the  fort.  He  communi- 
cated to  them  alfo  a  copy  of  the  orders  and  inflruclions  giv- 
en to  the  French  regulars  fent  thither  ;  which  were  taken 
from  baron  Diefkau,  in  the  action  at  Lake  George  :  whence 
it  appeared,  that  ten  companies  of  the  Queen's  battalion 
tnarched  from  Montreal  to  Cadaraqui,  in  two  divifions,  up- 
on 
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on  the  firft  and  fecond  of  Auguft,  together  with  250  Cana- 
dians, excluiive  of  Indians  :  the  number  of  men  therefore 
at  Frontenac,  including  the  garrifon,  might  amount  to  1000 
effectives,  originally  defigned,  as  appears  from  thofe  papers, 
for  an  attack  upon  Ofwego.  He  farther  took  notice  of 
the  departure  of  fome  of  our  Indians,  and  their  unanimous 
opinion,  that  the  attempt  againft  Niagara  could  not  fucceed 
this  feafon  ;  on  which  account,  the  remainder  were  refolv- 
ed  to  return  to  their  refpective  caftles  ;  giving,  neverthe- 
lefs,  the  higheft  aim  ranees  of  their  wjllingnefs  to  join  us  in 
much  greater  numbers  in  the  fpring:  that  the  Albany  traders 
were  of  the  fame  opinion  ;  that  the  batteaux,  though  well 
adapted  for  the  navigation  of  fmall  rivers,  could  not  live 
on  the  lake  in  fuch  tempeftuous  weather  as  had  continued 
for  a  fortnight  paft  :  that  Lieut.  Holland,  who  had  refided 
there  above  three  years,  declared  it  was  commonly  windy 
and  wet,  with  few  fair  days  intervening,  during  the  fall  : 
That  it  was,  befides,  now  impracticable  for  the  veffels  and 
batteaux  to  fail  in  concert  :  and  as  the  veffels  and  whale- 
boats  would  not  contain  all  the  fupplies,  there  was  the  ut- 
moft  danger  of  fpoiling  that  part  of  the  provifions  and  am- 
munition, which  muft  be  conveyed  in  the  batteaux  ;  in 
confequence  of  which  many  of  them  might  be  cut  off ;  it 
being  more  than  probable,  from  the  weaknefs  of  their  fort, 
the  enemy  would  attack  them  on  the  lake  :  That,  from  the 
returns  of  the  director  and  furgeons  of  the  hofpital,  the 
number  of  the  lick  amounted  to  about  300,  excluiive  of 
officers  \  which  they  imputed  to  the  exceffive  rains,  and 
want  of  barracks.  His  Excellency  informed  them,  he  pro- 
pofed  the  erection  of  barracks,  and  a  ftrong  redoubt  on  the 
hill,  weft  of  the  old  fort,  before  the  winter  was  too  far  ad- 
vanced. 

Thefe  matters,  my  Lord,  were  attentively  confidered  : 
and  the  council  of  war  prayed  leave  to  add  to  the  Gene- 
ral's reprefentation,  That  Major  Bradftreet,  fince  his  reft- 
dence  there,  was  perfuaded  1650  Canadians  had  paffed  by 
from  Cadaraqui  to  Niagara,  for  the  Ohio  ;  a  great  part  of 
whom,  through  fear  city  of  provifions,  he  conceived  muft 
then  be  upon  their  return  to  Canada  ;  and  that  a  conside- 
rable number  of  French  traders  go  annually  from  Canada 
to  Detroit,  and  other  French  fettlements  to  the  weftward, 
R         IVol  vii]  who* 
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who,  at  this  feafon,  are  generally  upon  their  return  :  that 
their  paflage  home  is  by  the  way  of  Niagara,  where,  it  is 
very  probable,  they  and  all  the  French  will  tarry,  as  long 
as  their  provifions  admit,  for  the  defence  of  fo  important 
a  poft  :  That  there  were  then  but  few  proper  batteau-men 
at  Oiwego  ;  nor  could  they  be  provided  with  a  fufficient 
number,  as  thofe  who  underftood  the  management  of  bat- 
teaux  were  chiefly  employed  in  the  tranfportation  of  pro- 
vifions from  Schenectady  to  Oiwego,  and  from  Albany  to 
Lake  George  ;  and  that  the  foldiers  were  unable  to  con- 
duct them  to  Niagara,  the  lake  being  turbulent  generally 
five  days  in  fix. 

The  advice  of  the  council,  my  Lord,  was  unanimoufly 
to  this  effect  :  That  the  arrival  of  the  batteaux  with  pro- 
vifions, though  hourly  expected,  was  by  no  means  to  be 
depended  upon,  there  being  fcalping  parties  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood ;  one  of  which,  iince  the  lalt  council  of  war,  had 
actually  killed  three,  and  captivated  two  of  the  workmen 
employed  in  building  the  new  fort  on  the  eait  fide  of  the 
river  :  and  the  cutting  oft  the  batteaux  was  the  more  to 
be  apprehended,  as  the  Indians  in  our  alliance  were  now 
returning  to  their  caftles.  Nor  did  they  think  it  advifa- 
ble  to  riik  the  troops  in  batteaux  upon  the  lake,  at  fo  ad- 
vanced a  feafon  of  the  year.  They  approved  his  Excellen- 
cy's intention  of  raifing  barracks  for  the  foldiers  without 
delay  ;  and  thought  the  fort,  on  the  eait  fide  of  the  Onon- 
daga river,  ought  to  be  completed  as  foon  as  poflible  ;  and 
again  advifed  the  erection  of  a  work  for  mounting  cannon 
on  the  eminence  welt  of  the  old  fort  :  all  which,  in  their 
opinion,  could  not  be  effected  before  the  winter  was  too  far 
fet  in,  without  employing  the  whole  ftrength  then  at  the 
place.  They  were  alfo  unanimoufly  and  clearly  of  opin- 
ion, that  his  Excellency  ought  to  defer  any  attempt  on  Ni- 
agara or  Frontenac,  till  the  next  fpring  ;  when  they  had 
great  reafon  to  expect  the  junction  of  a  large  body  of  the 
Six  Nations,  and  fome  of  the  French  allies,  who  had  taken 
up  the  hatchet  againit  the  Englifli,  and  were  concerned  on 
the  banks  of  the  Monongahela.  Bcfidcs,  he  might,  in  the 
enfuing  campaign,  have  a  greater  number  of  troops,  whale- 
boats  inftead  of  batteaux,  and  a  more  powerful  naval  force, 
which  they  conceived  ought  to  be  provided  againft  the 
next  fpring.  This 
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This  advice,  my  Lord,  the  General  proceeded  immedi- 
ately  to  carry  into  execution.     Completing  the  fort  on  the 
eaft  fide  of  the  river  was  a  matter  of  principal  attention, 
becaufe  fituated  on  a  high  point  of  land,  at  100  yards  dif- 
I  tance  from  the  lake,  commanding  the  ground  round  about 
it  ;  the  old  fort  at  450  yards  diftance,  and  the  entrance  of 
the  harbour.     Its  circumference  was  800  feet,  being  built 
of  logs  from  20  to  30  inches  diameter,  and  the  outer  wall 
(fourteen  feet  high.     Round  it  was  to  be  a  ditch  fourteen 
ifeet  broad  and  ten  deep.     Within,  a  fquare  log-houfe  to 
overlook  the  walls,  and  barracks  for  300  mem     This  fort, 
I  called   Ontario,  was  to  mount  fixteen  pieces  of  cannon. 
i;  Another,  called  Ofwego,  was  immediately  begun,  upon  an 
1  eminence  45Q  yards  weft  of  the  old  fort.     It  was  a  fquare 
of  170  feet,  with  baftions,  and  a  rampart  of  earth  and  ma- 
fonry  ;  which,  befides  the  parapet,  was  to  be  twenty  feet 
thick,  twelve  in  height,  with  a  ditch  fourteen  feet  broad 
and  ten  deep.     The  barracks  within  were  to  contain  200 
i  men.     This  was  to  mount  eight  pieces  of  cannon  ;  being 
made  the  more  defenfible,  as  it  commanded  a  good  land-r- 
ing, diftant  150  yards  on  the  edge  from  the  lake. 

While  thefe  works  were  carrying  on,  the  General  em- 
ployed himfelf  in  a  neceffary  attention  to  Indian  affairs. 
He  laboured  to  eftablifh  fome  of  the  principal  Onondagas, 
who  were,  through  negligence,  become  wavering  ;  and 
difpatched  meffages  to  thofe  who  were  gone  from  us,  and 
fettled  at  Ofwagatchie,  and  to  the  Meflafagues  and  Chip- 
pawees  on  the  north  fide  of  the  lake  Ontario.  Others 
were  fent  to  foment  the  difaffec~Hon  of  the  Outawawas,  dif~ 
gufted  at  the  French  partition  of  the  plunder,  on  Brad- 
dock's  defeat.  With  the  Senecas,  the  remotefl  from  our 
fettlements  of  all  the  five  cantons,  and  therefore  the  moil 
debauched  by  the  French  ;  he  mcceeded  fo  well,  that  they 
I  now  difmhTed  Joncaire,  one  of  their  emiffaries,  whole 
J  father  had  been  long  fuffered  to  refide  among  them,  in 
fpite  of  our  repeated  remonftrances,  and  was  the  chief  pre- 
ferver  of  the  fort  at  Niagara.  They  alfo  engaged  to  meet 
him,  the  next  campaign,  with  100  of  their  warriors,  and 
promifed,  for  the  future,  to  refufe  the  affiftance  they  had 
formerly  given  the  French,  in  tranfporting  their  furs,  with 
horfes  and  fieds,  acrofs  the  Niagara  Carrying-Place  ;    as 

neceffary 
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neceffary  there,  as  at  any  of  our  portages  between  Schenec- 
tady and  Ofwego.  When  nothing  further  could  be  profe* 
cuted,  the  General  retired  from  Ofwego  the  24th  of  Octo- 
ber, leaving  700  men  in  garrifon,  under  the  command  of 
Lieut.  Col.  Mercer,  with  orders  to  continue  the  works  pro- 
jected for  its  defence. 

Having,  my  Lord,  taken  up  too  much  of  your  time  in 
a  circumftantial  relation  of  the  proceeding  in  this  quarter, 
I  fhall  not  trouble  you  with  any  reflections  upon  them. 
Your  Lordlhip  has  feen  the  infurmountable  difficulties  at- 
tending this  weftern  expedition  ;  and  will  doubtlefs  ap- 
prove our  not  hazarding  the  lofs  of  Ofwego.  That  fuch 
would  have  been  the  event,  had  Mr.  Shirley  left  the  place 
about  the  beginning  of  October,  was  wifely  forefeen,  from 
the  advices  he  had  received  ;  and  Baron  Diefkau,  juft  af- 
ter the  action  at  Lake  George,  allured  a  gentleman  of  dis- 
tinction in  the  army,  he  queftioned  not  the  Englilh  General 
would  make  himfelf  mailer  of  Niagara  ;  but  that  the 
French  had  half  the  forces  he  brought  with  him  from 
Breft,  with  a  number  of  Canadians  and  Indians,  at  Fron- 
tenac,  ready,  immediately  on  his  departure,  to  inveft  Of- 
wego, and  cut  off  his  retreat. 

While  the  General  was  at  Albany,  after  his  return  from 
the  Lake,  forwarding  the  fupplies  for  the  garrifon  at  Of- 
wego, preparing  for  the  operations  of  the  next  campaign, 
and  examining  into  the  ftate  of  the  troops  arrived  there 
under  Col.  Dunbar,  the  city  was  alarmed  by  exprefles 
from  General  Johnfon,  informing,  that  8  or  9000  of  the 
enemy  were  advancing  towards  him.  Sir  Charles  Hardy, 
then  at  Albany,  called  in  the  militia ;  and  a  detachment  of 
the  regular  troops,  with  a  train  of  artillery,  held  them- 
felves  in  readinefs  to  march  at  a  moment's  warning.  But 
another  exprefs  gave  reafon  to  believe  thofe  apprehenfions 
were  ill-grounded,  and  General  Johnfon's  fears,  in  fome 
meafure,  abated.  It  feems  a  few  Indian  fcouts  had  difcov- 
ered  the  tracks  of  a  large  army  ;  but  Capt.  Rogers,  the 
brave  officer  before-montioned,  came  into  the  camp  loon 
after  them,  and  declared,  the  enemy  were  employed,  as 
the  General  had  predicted  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Johnfon  of 
the  19th  of  September,  in  throwing  up  works  at  Ticon- 
deroga.  Upon  which,  the  militia  were  difrniffed  to  their*1 
refpective  habitations.  Of 
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Of  the  malignity  of  the  New- York  faction  againft  the 
General,  I  have  already  acquainted  your  Lordfhip  :  per* 
mit  me  to  prefent  you  with  another  inftance  of  the  fame 
fpirit.  A  mercenary  fcribbler,  of  whom  I  fhall  foon  take 
more  particular  notice,  is  pleafed  to  inform  the  public,  that 
"  Col.  Dunbar,  with  his  forces,  were  obliged  iix  weeks  to 
"  lie  encamped  at  Albany,  in  the  rain  and  fnow,  till  bar- 
"  racks  were  built  for  them  :  that  they  were  entirely 
"  obliged  to  Sir  Charles  Hardy,  that  they  got  a  ftick  of 
"  wood  to  burn.  So  (fays  he)  were  our  forces  difpofed 
"  of." 

Albany,  my  Lord,  is  an  old,  compact  city,  confifting  of 
3  or  400  well  built  houfes  ;  and  at  about  16  miles  N.  W. 
from  it,  is  the  town  of  Schenectady,  confining  of  about 
1 50  houfes.  The  inhabitants  are  far  from  being  indigent ; 
the  adjacent  country  abounds  with  provifions  ;  and  in 
inch  quarters,  your  Lordfhip  is  feniible,  his  Majefty's 
troops  will  not  want  neceffaries,  efpecially  fuel,  in  a  coun- 
try covered  with  timber.  Where  then  the  probability, 
that  the  forces,  which  confuted  of  1200,  would  fufFer  in  a 
poft  like  this  ?  As  to  the  affair  of  barracks,  my  Lord, 
there  was  a  council  held  at  New-York,  on  the  firfi  of  Au- 
guft,  when  the  news  arrived  of  Col.  Dunbar's  retiring  in- 
to winter  quarters,  after  Braddock's  defeat.  It  was  com- 
pofed  of  Mr.  De  Lancey,  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  Meffrs. 
Alexander,  Kennedy,  Murray,  Holland,  Chambers,  and 
Smith  ;  and  the  opinion  of  that  board  then  was,  "  That 
"  not  only  the  King's  forces  to  the  fouthward,  but  alfo  ihofe  that 
"  could  be  fpared  from  Nova-Scotia,  Jhould  quarter  near  Al- 
%  bany,  for  any  future  operations"  This  refolve,  Mr.  De 
Lancey  tranfmitted  to  the  General  at  Ofwego  ;  and  as 
Dunbar's  troops  were  ordered  to  Albany,  for  the  defence 
of  that  country,  and  particularly  to  make  a  fland,  in  cafe 
I  the  provincials  were  defeated,  they  had,  methinks,  the 
high  eft  reafon  to  expect  favour  from  the  inhabitants,  and. 
the  fpecial  countenance  of  the  government,  even  had  they 
been  quartered  upon  them  as  ufual  :  and  which,  at  pre- 
fent, is  actually  the  cafe,  by  exprefs  orders  of  my  Lord 
Loudon.  The  General,  I  fay,  had  no  reafon  to  expec\ 
upon  this  head,  any  oppofition  from  the  civil  magiftrate. 
"But  Sir  Charles  Hardy,  on  his  arrival  at  Albany,  about  the 
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26th  of  September,  fignified  to  him  by  letter,  his  appre- 
henfions  of  uneaiinefs  arifing  among  the  inhabitants,  mould 
the  foldiers  be  quartered  upon  private  families  ;  and  wifh- 
ed  to  have  his  Excellency's  orders  for  building  barracks, 
both  there  and  at  Schenectady,  left  his  affembly  mould  not 
choofe  to  put  the  province  to  tthat  charge.  He  alfo  ex-' 
preffed  his  hopes,  if  fuch  an  expenfe  was  faved  them,  of 
their  greater  readinefs  to  raife  more  men,  mould  the  fer- 
vice  require  it,  tiic  next  campaign.  The  General's  anfwer 
to  this  letter  equally  demonftrated  his  integrity  to  the 
crown,  and  concern  for  the  troops.  He  intimated  his 
fears,  that  the  conftruction  of  barracks  would  be  thought 
an  extraordinary  expenfe  ;  but  it  being  neceffary  for  the 
fervice,  that  Dunbar's,  and  the  regiment  of  the  late  Sir 
Peter  Halket,  mould  winter  in  Albany  and  Schenectady, 
he  complied  with  Sir  Charles's  requeft  ;  and  defired  him 
to  provide  barracks  for  thofe  regiments  with  all  poflible 
diligence,  that  the  troops,  on  their  arrival  in  his  govern- 
ment, might  not  find  themfelves  deftitute  of  quarters.  To 
relieve  the  crown  in  the  expenfe,  he  farther  took  notice  to 
Sir  Charles,  of  the  requeft  made  by  his  own  government 
for  drawing  thefe  troops  to  Albany  ;  that  they  would  in  a 
fpecial  manner  cover  the  frontier  of  New- York,  be  of  fer- 
vice to  Ofwego  in  the  enfuing  fpring,  and  that  the  inhab- 
itants would  draw  very  large  fums  from  their  refidence 
amongft  them.  Nor  did  he  forget  to  recommend  an  imi- 
tation of  the  MafTachufetts-Bay,  who  thought  it  reafonable 
to  erect  barracks  for  his  own  regiment,  though  they  knew 
their  continuance  among  them  would  be  fhort,  deftined  as 
they  were  for  the  weftern  expedition.  But  that  there 
might  be  no  delay  in  building  the  barracks,  arifing  from 
any  doubt  of  the  expenfe  being  paid  by  the  province  of 
New- York,  Mr.  Shirley  informed  Sir  Charles,  that  if  they 
would  not,  after  thefe  confiderations,  take  that  expenfe  on 
themfelves,  he  would  defray  it  out  of  the  contingent  mo- 
ney in  the  hands  of  the  deputy  paymafter.  Thus,  my 
Lord,  if  any  ground  for  complaint  of  the  want  of  barracks, 
Mr.  Shirley,  it  is  clear,  was  intirely  unccnfurable  :  and  if 
the  troops,  as  this  libeller  informs  us,  did  fufFer  in  their 
tents,  I  fubmit  it  to  your  Lordfhip,  whofe  province  it  was 
to  have  found  them  better  quarters.     But  the  fact  is,  that 

the 
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the  barracks  were  finifhed,  and  the  troops  quartered  in 
them  before  the  firft  of  December,  fuel  provided  for  them 
fufficient  for  the  winter,  and  all  at  the  expenfe  of  the  crown. 

The  winter  now  approaching,  commiffioners  were  ap- 
pointed, by  the  governments  concerned  in  the  Crown- 
Point  expedition,  to  afcertain  their  refpeclive  quotas  for 
garrifoning  the  forts  Edward  and  William-Henry,  and  dif- 
banding  the  reft  of  the  army.  After  this  was  completed, 
the  General  and  Sir  Charles  Hardy  returned  to  New- York, 
where  the  former  convened  a  grand  congrefs  of  governors 
and  field  officers,  to  deliberate  on  a  plan  for  the  operations 
of  the  fucceeding  campaign.  But  before  I  enter  upon  their 
tranfa&ions,  I  mall  briefly  lay  before  your  Lordfhip  thofe 
between  Sir  Charles  Hardy  and  his  affembly,  which  was 
opened  on  the  2d,  and  continued  fitting  till  the  23d  of 
December. 

I  have  already  obferved,  that  the  miniftry,  from  the  time 
of  Mr.  Clinton's  departure  in  1753,  had  been  folicitous 
about  procuring  the  confent  of  our  affembly  to  a  law,  efta- 
iblifhing  a  permanent  proviiion  for  the  Governor,  and  other 
neceffary  officers.  When  Sir  Danvers  Ofborne  arrived,  he 
brought  with  him  an  inftruction  for  that  purpofe  ;  from 
the  terms  of  which  it  was  apparent  that  the  miniftry  had 
jit  much  at  heart ;  and  Sir  Danvers,  before  he  left  England, 
was  made  to  believe  that  Mr.  De  Lancey,  by  means  of  his 
great  popularity,  would  enable  him  to  carry  it  into  execu- 
tion. This  I  had  from  a  gentleman,  to  whom  Sir  Danvers 
'opened  himfelf,  and  whom  he  confulted  before  his  embar- 
jkation  for  his  government.  The  gentleman  is  a  perfon  of 
jthe  firft  figure  in  thefe  colonies  ;  and  being  acquainted 
with  the  fyftem  of  politics  in  New- York,  he  informed  Sir 
Danvers,  that  thofe  promifes  were  by  no  means  to  be  de- 
depended  upon  :  that  Mr.  De  Lancey  was  inexpreffibly 
jealous  of  his  afcendancy  over  the  affembly,  who  were  ut- 
terly difinclined  to  a  perpetual  fupport  :  that  he  would 
join  in  no  meafures  that  might  weaken  the  confidence  they 
repofed  in  him  :  that  as  long  as  he  maintained  his  influ- 
ence in  their  counfels,  he  would  virtually  be  the  governor 
of  the  province  ;  and  therefore,  upon  the  whole,  his  inter- 
eft  and  ambition  would  infallibly  lead  him  to  keep  every 
j  Governor  in  a  ftate  of  dependence  upon  him.  Sir  Dan- 
vers 
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vers  difliked  fo  difagreeable  a  prediction  ;  and  many  are  of 
opinion,  that  its  accomplimment  haftened  his  unhappy  fate. 
Excufe  me,  my  Lord,  for  troubling  you  with  a  relation  of 
facts,  a  little  out  of  the  ftricl:  order  of  time.  There  is  an 
anecdote  of  Sir  Danvers,  of  which  I  would  not  have  your 
Lordfhip  uninformed.  He  arrived  here  on  the  7th  of 
October,  1753,  under  very  difcouraging  apprehenfions  of  1 
the  people  ;  and  indeed  not  without  reafon,  the  oppofition  | 
againft  Mr.  Clinton  having  been  carried  beyond  all  deco- 
rum.  Governor  Oiborne's  commiffion,  through  Mr.  Clin- 
ton's abfence,  remained  unpublifhed  till  the  third  day  after 
his  arrival.  This  is  urn  ally  done  firft  privately,  in  the 
council-chamber  ;  and  immediately  after,  in  the  mod  pub- 
lic manner  at  the  city-hall.  To  wait  on  his  Excellency 
thither,  Mr.  Clinton  came  abroad  ;  an  aftonifhing  crowd 
being  aflembled  at  the  Fort  Gate,  to  attend  the  proceffion. 
Mr.  Clinton's  enemies  were  very  afliduous  in  exciting  the 
popular  acclamations  ;  and  the  huzzas  of  the  mob  were 
fcarce  intermitted  for  a  moment.  There  appeared,  in  fhort, 
fuch  a  profufion  of  joy,  accompanied  with  fome  indecent  ! 
expreflions  refpecting  himlelf,  as  gave  Mr.  Clinton  juil  rea- 
fon to  fufpecl:  more  open  indignities.  He  therefore  foon 
took  his  leave  of  Sir  Danvers,  who  expreifed  his  difplea- 
fure  at  the  conduct,  of  his  enemies.  This,  my  Lord,  prov- 
ed a  day  of  general  feftivity  and  Bacchanalian  frolic.  In 
the  evening,  the  city  was  illuminated  :  the  common  blazed 
with  bonfires  :  great  was  the  confumption  of  Madeira  ; 
and  every  company  rung  with  maledictions  againft  the  late 
commander  in  chief,  who  was  charged  as  the  fole  procurer 
of  the  new  inftruclion  ;  an  account  of  which  could  only 
have  tranfpired  from  fome  of  the  council.  Sir  Danvers 
alone  appeared  unaffected  with  our  intemperate  revels  ; 
and  on  his  countenance  fat  a  melancholy  gloom.  He  con- 
vened the  council  on  Thurfday  the  nth  of  the  month  ; : 
and  prayed  their  fentiments  on  the  probability  of  obtain- 
ing a  permanent  fupport,  according  to  his  inftructions. 
That  the  point  was  unattainable,  they  all  delivered  as  their 
unanimous  opinion.  He  then  required  the  folution  of  the 
fame  queftion  from  each  member  feverally  ;  and  ftill  from 
each  received  the  fame  reply.  Upon  this,  he  turned  him- 
lelf about  in  apparent  diftrefs,  uttered  a  deep  figh,  and  re- 
clining 
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if  dining  his  head  againft  a  window,  in  a  defponding  ao 
jlcent,  faid,  "What  then  am  I  come  hither  for?"    The 

jnext    morning- But    I    defift.       This   inftruc"tion,    as 

\youY  Lordfhip  will  be  pleafed  to  recollect,  remained  un- 
revoked all  the  time  of  his  fucceffor  :  and  it  is  natu- 
ral to  expect,  that  the  people  of  this  province  were 
|rery  inquifitive  whether  it  was  continued  to  Govern- 
or Hardy.  They  were  fo.  But  Sir  Charles  did  not  fol- 
io w  the  example  of  Mr*  De  Lancey,  in  laying  his  inftruc- 
,tions  before  the  aflembly.  The  article,  relative  to  the  fup- 
Jport,  has  undergone,  I  am  credibly  informed,  very  few  al- 
literations, and  thofe  only  in  the  preamble.  That  it  was  in 
>fubftance  the  fame,  is  evident  from  his  fpeech  to  the  houfe, 
bn  the  3d  of  December,  at  the  opening  of  that  feffion.  His 
'words  are  thefe  :  "  /  am  commanded  by  his  Majejiy  to  recom- 
'6  mend,  in  his  name,  without  delay,  to  confider  of  a  proper  law 
'c  to  be  paffed,  for  fettling  a  permanent  revenue,  upon  a  folid 
I"  foundation,  for  defraying  the  neceffary  and  eftablifhed  charges 
H  of  government  ;  taking  care  that  fuch  law  be  indefinite,  with- 
"  out  limitation  of  time  ;  and  that  provifion  be  made  therein  for 
"  a  competent  f alary  to  the  Captain-General  and  Governor  in 
u  Chief  of  this  his  Majefty's  province  ;  and  like  wife  for  compe- 
"  tent  falaries.  to  all  judges,  juflices,  and  other  neceffary  and 
:c  ufual  officers  and  miniflers  of  government  :  and  alfo  for  a,  cer- 
iC  tain  permanent  fund,  for  repairing  and  maintaining  the  fortifi- 
u  cations,  for  making  annual  prefents  to  the  Indians,  and  for  the 
■  other  contingent  expenfes  attending  that  fervice  :  and,  in  gen- 
eral, for  all  fuch  other  charges  of  government,  as  may  be  fixed 
or  ascertained"  The  aflembly,  in  their  addrefs,  after  a 
juftly-merited  compliment,  for  his  activity  in  proceeding  to 
Albany,  and  their  approbation  of  the  meafures  for  garrifon- 
ing  the  frontiers,  fubjoin  this  emollient  paragraph  :  "We. 
%  wijh  we  could,  with  equal  fatisfaclion,  reconcile  to  ourfelves 
u  your  Excellency's  recommendation  of  an  indefinite  fupport  i  but 
"  humbly  beg  leave  to  inform  your  Excellency,  that  we  have  ?io 
"  permanent  funds,  on  which  to  eft  ablifh  fuch  a  revenue  ;  nor  do 
u  any  occur  to  us,  without  very  apparent  inconveniencies  to  our 
"  conftituents.  We  therefore  moft  humbly  hope  we  foal  I  ft  and 
"  acquitted  in  the  eyes  of  our  moft  gracious  Sovereign,  if  we  dc« 
*'  dine  a  meafure  fo  direclly  oppofite  to  the  fentimenfs  of  ahnoft 
"  every  individual  of  the  colony.  We  cannot  leave  this  fubjeel, 
S         {Vol  vii.]  ■  u  without 
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"  without  difclofng  to  your  Excellency  the  concern  it  gives  us, 
"  that  this  his  Majejlfs  loyal  colony,  zvhich,  though  fmall  in 
'*  numbers,  has  cheerfully  bore  very  heavy  expenfes,  and  parti cu* 
"  larly  fup ported  its  Governors,  and  other  officers  of  government, 
"  in  a  more  liberal  ?nanner  than  moft  others  on  the  continent, 
"  fhould  be  requested  to  purfue  meafures  hitherto  unknown  to  />, 
"  whilft  the  refc,  ahnojl  without  exception^  are  left  to  praclife 
"  the  very  meafures  denied  to  us" 

Mr.  Clinton,  my  Lord,  afked  of  this  fame  affembly  only 
a  fupport  for  five  years,  and  it  was  refufed  with  indigna- 
tion and  virulence.  Sir  Charles  here  demands  much  more  ; 
and  we  fee,  that  he  is  anfwered  with  the  moft  commenda- 
ble decency.  To  help  your  Lordfhip  in  accounting  for  this 
contradictory  behaviour  5  Mr.  De  Lancey  was  bent  upon 
expelling  that  Governor  from  the  province  :  and  to  gain 
his  point,  continually  fomented  the  quarrel  he  himfelf  ex- 
cited. But  Sir  Charles  was  to  be  treated  in  a  different 
manner,  and  meafures  more  lenient  were  to  be  purfucd. 
An  afcendancy  over  him  would  enfure  to  his  lieutenant 
many  advantages,  and  enable  him  to  procure  the  governor's 
affent  to  a  bill,  for  paying  him  a  large  fum,  now  due  for  his 
falary  and  other  perquiiites,  while  he  had  the  chief  com- 
mand. He  might  indeed,  but  durft  not  pafs  fuch  a  bill 
himfelf.  and  therefore  it  was  not  offered.  Accordingly,  the 
houfe,  at  their  very  next  meeting,  fent  up  a  bill  to  the;, 
council,  on  the  4th  of  February,  1756,  for  paying  the  debts 
of  the  government  ;  in  which  he  was  a  creditor  for  near 
4oocl.  But  of  this  I  ihall  have  occafion  to  take  more  par- 
ticular notice.  Thus,  my  Lord,  I  will  forfeit  my  honour, 
if,  upon  a  faithful  perufal  of  the  journals  of  affembly,  your 
Lordfhip  doth  not  find  the  conduct  of  the  houfe,  and  the 
interefl  of  Mr.  De  Lancey,  for  ten  or  fifteen  years  pail,  per- 
fectly to  tally. 

Let  us  now  take  a  view  of  the  tranfactions  in  the  grand 
council  of  war,  which  the  General  had  convened  at  New- 
York,  for  fettling  a  plan  of  the  future  operations.  It  was 
opened  on  the  12th  of  December,  1755,  and  continued 
fitting  for  the  fpace  of  two  days.  Though  the  invitation 
to  the  governors  was  univcrfal,  it  con  lifted  only  of  thefe 
members  : 

His 
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His  Excellency  General  Shirley,  commander  in  chief  of 
all  his  Majefty's  forces  in  North  America  : 

His  Excellency  Sir  Charles  Hardy,  Knight,  governor  and 
commander  in  chief  of  the  province  of  New- York  : 

The  Honourable  Horatio  Sharpe,  lieutenant  governor 
and  commander  in  chief  of  the  province  of  Maryland  : 

The  Honourable  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  lieutenant  gov- 
ernor and  commander  in  chief  of  the  province  of  Pennfyl- 
vania  : 

The  Honourable  Thomas  Fitch,  governor  and  comman- 
der in  chief  of  the  colony  of  Connecticut  : 

Colonel  Thomas  Dunbar  : 

Colonel  Peter  Schuyler  : 

Major  Charles  Craven  : 

Sir  John  St.  Clair,  deputy  quarter-mafter  general : 

Major  John  Rutherford. 
After  adjufting  feveral  points  of  rank,  the  members  took 
their  feats  in  the  order  mentioned  ;  and  the  General  open- 
eM  the  conference,  by  laying  before  the  council  the  King's 
inftruciions  to  General  Braddock.  He  then  delivered  his 
fentiments  to  the  board,  to  the  following  purpofe  :  "  That 
P  our  only  entrance  into  hake  Ontario  was  through  the  Onondaga 
*c  River  to  Ofwego.  No  other  harbour  had  his  Majefly,  upon 
"  that  Lake,  capable  of  receiving  vejfels  of  force :  That  Ofwego 
"  was  fituate  in  the  country  of  the  Onondagas,  the  center  canton  of 
S  the  Six  Nations,  and  famous  for  the  fur  trade:  no  other  mart 
"  could  we  boafl,for  commerce  or  correfpondence  with  thofe  nume- 
^  rous  tribes  of  favages  inhabiting  the  weflern  country,  on  the 
u  banks  of  the  great  lakes  Erie,  Huron,  Michigan,  and  the  many 
"  rivers  which  roll  into  them  :  That  the  Lake  Ontario  was  only 
"  accejfible  to  the  Canadians  through  the  river  Cadaraqui,for* 
5  merly  called  by  the  French  Fleuve  Iroquois  ;  but  in  their  late 
H  maps,  calcidated  to  countenance  their  exorbitant  claims,  diflin- 
fe  guijhed  by  the  name  of  St.  Lawrence.  At  the  head  of  that 
"  river  was  their  entrance  into  that  lake,  and  near  Fort  Fron- 
:c  tenac,  fituate  d  on  its  north-eajtern  edge,  about  fifty  miles  from, 
"  and  nearly  oppofite  to,  our  fort  at  Ofwego  :  That  while  the 
■  enemy  kept  poffeffion  of  Frontenac,  with  the  harbour  at  Fronto, 
"  and  a  free  paffage  through  the  Iroquois  River,  they  would  aU 
"  ways  be  able  to  build  and  maintain  vejfels  of  force  upon  the  lake : 
}i  That  his  Majejly  would  therefore  be  necejfitated  to  fupport  a 
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"  naval  armament  there,  at  leaji  equal  to  that  of  the  French. 
"  Without  this,  they  might  annoy  any  forts  we  could  erecl  at  the 
"  north-eaft  end  of  the  pafs  at  Niagara  ;  and  Ofwego  itfelf  be 
"  lojl.  The  inevitable  confequence  of  which  would  be,  the  defec- 
"  tion  of  the  Six  Nations,  the  lofs  of  the  whole  country,  for  near 
"  300  miles,  from  Ofwego  to  Scheneclady,  and  perhaps  the  re- 
"  duclion  of  Albany  itfelf"  The  General  added,  "  That  all 
"  the  French  forts  at  Niagara,  upon  the  lake  Erie,  and  the  river 
"  Ohio,  thofe  alfo  upon  lake  Huron,  at  the  Str 'eights  of  Michil- 
**  imackinac,  and  the  Lake  Michigan,  flill  more  wejlerly,  received 
u  all  their  fupplies  by  water-carriage  from  Montreal,  through  the 
!'  River  Iroquois,  and  the  Lake  Ontario  :  That  the  French  fettle- 
"  ments  at  the  mouth  of  the  Miffifippi  furnifhed  thefe  northern 
<c  garrifons  neither  with  provifions  nor  ftores,  being  not  only  at 
"  2000  miles  diflance from  any  of  them,  but  embarraffed  with  in- 
" fuperable  difficulties,  by  a  laborious  navigation  againjl  a  rapid 
"  fir -earn."  Hence  his  Excellency  concluded,  "  That  could 
"  the  French  be  diflodged  from  Frontenac,  and  the  little  fort  at 
"  Fronto,  and  their  entrance  into  Lake  Ontario  obfirucled,  all 
"  their  other  forts  and  fettlements  on  the  Ohio,  and  the  weflern 
"  lakes,  were  deprived  of  their  fupport  from  Canada,  and  mufi 
■  ere  long  be  evacuated" 
Imprefled,  my  Lord,  with  thefe  views,  the  General  pro- 
pofed,  as  a  plan  of  operations  for  the  next  year,  That  5000 
men  fhould  be  very  early  afTembled  at  Ofwego,  and  4000 
of  them  fent  to  attack  Frontenac  and  La  Gallette  ;  which 
being  reduced,  an  attempt  mould  be  made  upon  the  forts 
at  Niagara,  Prefque  Iile,  Riviere  au  Beuf,  Detroit,  and 
Michilimakinac  :  and  that,  in  the  mean  time,  3000  provin- 
cial troops  mould  march  from  Will's  Creek,  for  the  reduc- 
tion of  Fort  Du  Ouefne  :  That  a  body  of  1 0,000  mould 
proceed  to  Crown-Point,  build  a  fort  there,  and  launch  one 
or  more  vefTels  into  Lake  Champlain  :  And,  that  the  force 
of  Canada  might  be  farther  divided,  he  propofed,  that 
2000  men  mould  carry  fire  and  fword  up  Kennebec  River, 
fall  upon  the  fettlements  adjoining  to  the  river  Chaudiere, 
and  proceed  to  its  mouth,  three  miles  diftant  from  Quebec  $ 
and  by  dividing  themfelves  in  fmall  parties  along  the  banks 
of  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  and  destroying  the  fcattered 
fettlements  there,  keep  that  part  of  Canada  in  continual 
alarms. 
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He  then  obferved,  that  if  the  feveral  attempts  upon 
Crown-Point,  the  forts  upon  the  Lakes,  and  the  Ohio, 
were  not  profecuted  at  the  fame  time,  very  perilous  might 
be  the  confequences  :  That  if,  in  particular,  while  Fron- 
tenac  and  Niagara  were  attacked,  no  attempt  was  made 
againft  Crown-Point,  the  whole  force  of  Canada  would 
march  to  oppofe  us  ;  which  would  defeat  the  deign,  and 
require  fo  large  a  body  of  troops,  as  to  render  the  trans- 
portation of  neceffaries  to  Ofwego  impracticable.  So  nu- 
merous an  army  might  alfo  march  againft  Albany,  as  ef- 
fectually to  cut  off  the  retreat  of  our  forces,  or  at  leaft  to- 
tally obftrucl:  their  fupplies  :  That  fhould,  on  the  con- 
trary, our  whole  ftrength  be  deftined  for  Crown-Point, 
and  the  weftern  operations  neglected,  Ofwego,  the  grand 
object  of  the  French,  was  in  the  utmoft  danger  of  falling 
into  their  hands.  A  lofs  irreparable,  and  beyond  eftima- 
tion  ;  the  lofs  of  the  whole  country  down  to  Albany, 
with  that  of  the  Six  confederate  Nations  ;  and  to  the 
French,  the  acquiiition  of  an  abfolute  dominion  on  the 
lakes,  and  the  whole  fouthern  country. 

His  Excellency  finifhed  with  informing  the  council  of 
his  late  intelligence  :  That  the  French  were  building  three 
large  veffels,  of  fuperior  force  to  purs,  in  the  harbour  of 
Frontenac  :  and  upon  the  whole,  prayed  their  advice.    v 

A  plan,  fo  well  digefted,  and  fo  clearly  ftated,  required  but 
little  confederation  ;  and  accordingly  it  was  in  the  main 
unanimoufly  approved.  The  council  advifed  the  General 
to  give  orders  for  building  three  or  more  veffels  at  Ofwe- 
go.- They  were  of  opinion,  that  10,000  men  were  necef- 
fary  for  the  Crown -Point  expedition,  and  6000  for  that 
on  Lake  Ontario.  The  attempt  againft  Fort  Du  Quefne, 
by  the  weftern  governments,  it  was  thought,  would  an- 
fwer  very  good  purpofes,  efpecially  in  fecuring  the  fidelity 
of  the  weftern  Indians.  The  feint  againft  Quebec  was  ap- 
proved, if  it  interfered  not  with  the  other  expeditions. 
The  operations  on  Lake  Ontario,  they  conceived,  ought  to 
begin  with  the  attack  on  Frontenac  :  and,  upon  the  whole, 
were  of  opinion,  that  an  additional  number  of  regular 
troops  would  be  neceffary  for  effectually  recovering  and  fe- 
curing his  Majefty's  rights  and  dominions  on  the  continent. 

The  council  having  finifhed  their  bufinefs,  the  Govern- 
or^ 


t34  Review  of  the  military  Operations 

ors  foon  after  returned  to  their  refpe&ive  provinces.  But 
the  General  continued  his  head-quarters  at  New- York  till 
the  2 1 ft  of  January,  to  profecute  an  expedition  againft  Ti- 
conderoga,  this  winter  :  and  as  the  French  garrifon  was 
left  very  weak,  it  had  doubtlefs  fucceeded,  had  not  the 
want  of  froft  and  fnow  prevented  the  tranfportation  of  the 
ftores.  Before  he  left  New-York,  he  had  a  frefh  inftance  of 
the  unwearied  and  ill-natured  induftry  of  his  oppofers  ;  of 
which,  becaufe  important  in  its  confequences,  I  fliall  give 
your  Lordfhip  an  ample  detail.  The  principal  agents  were 
Meifrs.  De  Lancey  and  Pownal,  who  now  formed  a  kind  of 
duumvirate,  to  perplex  the  fervice,  in  order  to  ruin  the 
General.  Without  queftion,  my  Lord,  you  are  as  much 
furprifed,  after  what  has  already  been  faid  concerning  thefe  j 
gentlemen,  to  find  Mr.  Pownal  among  the  General's 
enemies,  as  you  would  have  been  had  I  told  you  that  Mr. 
De  Lancey  was  not.  I  am  fenfible,  that  a  perfon  of  your 
Lordlhip's  high  fenfe  of  honour  will  recollect  Mr.  Shirley's 
favours  to  him  at  Bofton  ;  and  think  it  incredible  to  find 
him  in  the  catalogue  of  thofe  combined  againft  his  benefac- 
tor. But  it  is  a  finning  remark  of  Tacitus,*  "  That  benefits 
"  are  only  fo  far  acceptable,  as  it  feems  pofiible  to  difcharge 
"  them  ;  and  that  when  they  have  exceeded  all  retaliation* 
"  hatred  is  returned  for  gratitude."  Mr.  Pownal,  who 
was  ambitious  of  recommending  himfelf  to  a  certain  noble 
Lord  in  England,  by  furnifhing  him  with  American  intel- 
ligence, could  by  no  means  brook  his  being  abfent  from 
the  congrefs  at  Alexandria,  in  the  fpring  of  the  prefent 
year.  He  earneftly  fought  an  introduction  to  Gen.  Brad- 
dock  ;  and  Mr.  Shirley  did  the  office  with  great  politenefs. 
He  was  then  juft  informed  of  his  appointment  to  be  Lieut, 
Governor  of  New-Jerfey,  and  on  that  account  prefTed  for 
an  admiflion  into  the  council.  Mr.  Shirley,  in  a  very  gen- 
teel manner,  declined  a  tail?:,  which  might  give  offence  to 
the  General  ;  and  if  any  refolution  tranfpired,  draw  him- 
felf into  a  fnare.  But  Mr.  Pownal,  being  a  ftranger  to 
that  diffidence  and  modefty  fo  fuitable  to  his  years  and 
inexperience,  became,  from  this  moment,  difgufted,  and 
was  fcldom  after  fcen  amongft  that  gentleman's  friends* 
Pie 

*  Beneficia  to  uique  Ueta  iunt,  dum  videntur  exfolvi  poITe  ;  ubi  mul- 
turn  anteYenere,  pro  gratia  odium  redditur. 
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He  tarried  at  Philadelphia,  till  General  Braddock's  defeat  ; 
and  towards  autumn  returned  to  New- York.  This  change 
of  temper  recommended  him  to  Mr.  De  Lancey,  who  fail- 
ed not  to  exafperate  the  riling  refentment  :  and  now  his 
oppofition  became  open  and  unreferved.  Juil  at  this  junc- 
ture, arrived  Sir  Charles  Hardy  ;  and  Mr.  Shirley  being 
then  at  Ofwego,  your  Lordihip  fees  how  feafonable  their 
opportunity  for  fowing  the  feeds  of  prejudice  in  the  breail 
of  the  new  Governor.  I  will  not  take  upon  me  to  fpeak 
of  their  fuccefs  ;  but  doubtlefs  no  mifreprefentations  were 
wanting  to  ftrengthen  the  cabal.  Yet  no  fooner  did  the 
General,  arrive  from  Ofv/ego  at  Albany,  where  Meifrs, 
Pownal  and  De  Lancey  attended  upon  Sir  Charles,  than 
the  former,  dhTembling  his  enmity,  laboured  to  procure 
his  confidence,  that  he  might  pry  into  his  fecrets  :  but 
from  previous  intimations  of  his  prefent  difpofition,  in  a 
letter  to  a  gentleman  then  near  the  General,  he  failed  in 
that  iniidious  defign.  He  could  now  no  longer  mpprefs 
his  malevolence,  or  conceal  his  recent  connexions  ;  and 
therefore  openly  traduced  the  very  man,  to  whom  he  was 
indebted  for  all  his  fignificancy  amongft  the  provinces. 
My  Lord,  it  is  with  reluctance  I  utter  thefe  things.  But 
your  Lordfliip  is  as  determined  to  know  every  tranfaction, 
which  concerns  the  operations  in  America,  as  I  am  to  dis- 
charge the  office  of  a  faithful  hiftorian.  Truth  "is  too  fa- 
cred  to  be  violated,  either  out  of  fear  or  favour  ;  and 
whatever  your  Lordihip  may  think  of  this  gentleman, 
tfuch  was  his  conduct.  I  knew  him  an  avowed  enemy  to 
Mr.  De  Lancey,  and  to  Mr.  Shirley  as  fanguine  a  friend. 
I  have  fince  known  him  to  calumniate  the  latter,  and  ap- 
plaud the  former.  With  a  change  of  refidence,  or  rather 
intereft,  he  changes  fides  ;  and,  on  this  account,  no  man 
perhaps  ever  multiplied  fo  many  adverfaries  in  fo  fhort  a 
time.  He  aims  at  two  governments,  without  the  leaft 
profpecl:  of  peace,  if  either  of  them  Ihould  fall  under  his 
command.  I  can  affure  your  Lordihip,  that'  even  in  the 
province  of  New-Jerfey  he  is  fo  little  efteemed,  and  that 
principally  for  intriguing  the  difbandment  of  the  regiment 
under  Col.  Schuyler,  to.  difoblige  Mr.  Shirley,  that  upon 
his  return  to  England  in  February,  in  1756,  he  was  unable 
to  procure  a  vote  of  affembly,  deSring  iris  ailiftance  -  of 

their 
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their  agent  at  the  Court  of  Great-Britain,  though  he  pufli- 
ed  it  with  an  earneftnefs  that  would  have  coil  moil  men  a 
blufh  of  confufion. 

Determined  to  embarrafs  the  General,  nothing  could 
have  been  more  agreeable  to  Mr.  Pownal,  and  the  Lieut. 
Governor  of  New- York,  than  an  admiflion  into  the  late 
council  of  war.  To  a  feat  at  that  board,  neither  of  them 
had  the  leaft  pretention  ;  and  yet  both  were  highly  dif- 
pleafed  at  not  being  invited.  Mr.  Pownal,  who  has  often 
diftinguifhed  himfelf  for  puihing  a  bold  point,  repaired  to 
New-Jerfey,  and  importuned  Governor  Belcher,  unable,  on 
account  of  his  age,  to  attend  the  congrefs  in  perfon,  to  de- 
pute him  in  his  Head.  His  Excellency  very  wifely  anfwer- 
ed,  that  the  invitation  he  had  received  from  the  General, 
was  merely  a  perfonal  compliment  :  nor  could  he,  with 
the  leaft  decency,  infift  upon  an  appearance  by  proxy.  His 
Lieutenant,  impatient  of  a  denial,  called,  in  a  menacing 
tone,  for  pen,  ink,  and  paper,  thinking  to  operate  on  the 
infirmities  of  age  by  commination  and  outrage.  The 
council  were  aftoniihed  at  this  indecent  attack  upon  an  an- 
cient and  faithful  fervant  of  the  Crown,  and  withheld  their 
advice.  But  the  Governor,  confcious  of  the  propriety  of 
his  refufal,  firmly  adhered  to  his  firft  refolution  ;  and  Mr. 
Townal,  abruptly  quitting  the  board,  returned  with  difap-" 
pointment  to  New- York. 

This  gentleman,  my  Lord,  became  acquainted  at  Phila- 
delphia with  one  Evans,  who,  for  a  valuable*  confideration, 

dedicated 

*  Among  other  gentlemen  of  diftinclion  in  the  colonies,  Mr.  Pownal 
became  acquainted  with  Mr.  Alexander,  of  New-York  ;  a  perfon  of 
friendly  difpofition  and  eafy  accefs.  Mr.  Alexander  had  now  the  Sur- 
veyor-General's office  of  New-Jerfey  :  and  Mr.  Pownal,  to  procure  the 
fulfome  dedication  from  Evans,  promifed  him  that  office,  upon  his  ac- 
ceffion  to  the  government.  This,  Evans  frequently  declared  in  his  111- 
nefs  to  one  of  his  moft  intimate  friends,  who  concealed  it  till  after  his 
death.  Sucli  an  anecdote  will  fcarcely  be  credited  by  thofe  unacquaint- 
ed with  Mr.  Pownal's  infatiable  ambition  to  rife  in  America.  There 
was  another  inftance  of  his  condud  equally  furprifmg.  While  this  gen- 
tleman was  at  New-York,  difcharging  his  embaiTy  from  Bofton,  in  the 
fpring,  1755,  he  nac*  tne  l°an  °f  a  maP  °f  tne  country  from  Crown- 
Point  to  Montreal,  which  was  compofed  by  William  Alexander,  Efq.  a 
gentleman  well  (killed  in  the  geography  of  America.  Mr.  Pownal, 
who  had  occaiion  to  lay  this  chart  before  the  aflembly  of  New- York, 

having 
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dedicated  to  him  his  map  of  the  middle  Britifh  colonies, 
with  an  encomium,  that  he  efteemed  him  the  b eft  judge  of  it 
in  America,  This  man  having,  in  the  public  ftreets  of 
Philadelphia,  not  only  pf  efumed  to  accufe  Governor  Mor- 
ris of  high  treafon,  but  to  afperfe  two  of  his  Majefty's 
minifters  as  penfioners  to  France,  fled  from  juftice  there, 
and  took  fan&uary  in  New- York.  Mr.  Morris,  however, 
commenced  an  action  againft.  him  in  this  province,  more 
for  his  own  vindication,  than  a  reparation  of  damages, 
which  the  poor  fellow  would  never  have  been  able  to 
make*  Upon  this,  he  was  committed  to  gaol,  till  Mr.  Oli- 
ver De  Lancey  fo  far  befriended  him,  as  to  become  his  fe- 
curity.  Thefe  were  his  circumftances,  when  he  publifhed 
a  pamphlet  full  of  invectives  againft  Gen.  Shirley.  I  will 
not  affirm,  that  he  wrote  it  at  the  inftance  of  the  cabal  in 
New- York.  I  leave  your  Lordfhip  to  judge  how  far  they 
were  concerned  in  it,  after  adding,  that  it  contained  their 
repeated  remarks  ;  that  Mr.  Pownal  was  frequently  at  his 
lodgings  about  the  time  of  its  publication  ;  and  did  actu- 
ally accompany  him  to  a  printer,  to  haften  the  impreffion, 
before  he  failed  for  England.*  I  mail  not  trouble  your 
Lordfhip  with  any  particular  obfervations  upon  this  libel. 
If  ever  it  fhould  fall  into  your  Lordihip's  hands,  this  let- 
ter will  affift  you  in  detecting  its  falfehoods,  and  forming 
a  proper  judgment  both  of  its  author  and  his  abettors. 

Thus,  my  Lord,  was  every  opportunity  embraced,  by 
the  cabal,  to  prejudice  the  General  in  the  opinion  of  the 
people  ;  and  happy  for  the  colonies,  had  their  mifrepre- 
fentations  been  confined  to  this  fide  the  Atlantic.     Bent 

on 

I  having  erafed  the  name  of  its  author,  very  modeftly  inferted  his  own. 
\  And  though  his  plagiarifm  was  detected  at  the  time,  he  neglected  to  re- 
turn it,  and  afterwards  produced  the  fame  map  before  the  miniftry, 
claiming  to  himfelf  the  honor  due  to  Mr.  Alexander  alone. 

*  Upon  the  news  of  the  lofs  of  Ofwego,  part  of  it  was  republifhed 

in  the  New-York  Gazette,  to  lead  the  populace  to  impute  this  calamity 

to  General  Shirley.     It  was  appealed  to,  as  an  indifputable  authority, 

by  the  very  perfons  to  whom  poor  Evans  was  indebted  for  his  materi- 

I  als ;  and  without  whofe  dictating,  it  would  never  have  feen  the  light. 

, '  To  write  a  book  in  another's  name,  and  then  to  quote  it  as  an  authori- 

';  ty,  is  a  fpecies  of  proof,  with  which  Euclid  appears  to  have  been  utterly 

unacquainted. 
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on  Mr.  Shirley's  removal,  all  imaginable  pains  were  taken 
to  defame  his  character.     Here,  they  queftioned  his  integ- 
rity :  but  in  England,  they  endeavoured  to  create  a  SuSpi- 
cion  of  his  judgment.     General  JohnSon  was  fet  up  as  his 
competitor  ;   and  to  his  renown  were  blown  all  the  trum- 
pets of  fame.     Shirley's  deep  fenfe  of  the  importance  of 
Ofwego  was  made  the  object  of  buffoonery  and  ridicule. 
The  reduction  of  Crown-Point  represented  as  a  matter  of 
fuperior   moment.     Three  hundred  men,  Mr.  De  Lancey  ; 
often  declared  to  be  a  Sufficient  garrifon  for  Ofwego.     The 
General  was  therefore  charged  with  Squandering  the  king's 
money,  in  making  it  the  main  object  of  his  attention  : 
and  out  of  mere  oppoiition,  a  icheme  was  recommended 
for  turning  our  whole  force  toward  Crown-Point.     Upon 
this  errand,  my  Lord,  Mr.  Pownal  went  home  in  Febru- 
ary, 1756.     I  need  not  inform  your  Lordihip  of  the  Suc- 
cefs  of  the  faction.     The  fequel  will  mew  with  what  con- 
fequences  it  was  attended.      Thus  ended  the  year  1755. 
A  year  never  to  be  forgotten  in  America.     It  opened  with 
the  faireft  proSpects  to  thefe  diftant  difperfions  of  the  Brit 
ifli  empire.     Four  armies  were  on  foot,  to  remove  the  en- 
croachments of  a  perfidious   neighbour  ;    and  our  coafts 
honoured  with  a  fleet  for  their  Security,  under  the  com 
mand  of  the  brave  and  vigilant  Bofcawen.     We  had  ev 
ery  thing  to  expect  ;  nothing  to  fear.     The  enemy  was 
deSpiSed  ;  and  we  only  defired  a  proclamation  of  war,  for 
the  final  deftruction  of  the  whole  country  of  New-France, 
But,  my  Lord,  how  unlooked-for  was  the  event !    General 
Winflow,  indeed,  facceded  in  Nova-Scotia  ;   but  Braddock 
was  defeated  :    Niagara  and  Crown-Point  remained  unre 
duced  :    the  barbarians  were  let  loofe  from  the  wildcrnefs 
many  thou  land  Sarins  abandoned  :    the  King's  Subjects  in 
humanly  butchered,  or  reduced  to  beggary  :    one  of  the 
provinces*  rent  by  inteftine  broils  :   in  another,  a  potent 
faction   laying  the  foundation   for   new  difafters  in   the 
courSe  of  the  enfuing  year. 

The  New-England  colonies,  my  Lord,  take  the  lead  in 
all  military  matters.  Your  Lordfhip  is  too  well  acquaint- 
ed with  hiftory,  not  to  know,  they  chiefly  owed  their  ori- 
gin to  the  diSputes  which  involved  the  nation  in  all  the 
calamities  of  a  civil  war.  The  firlt  planters  encountered 
*  Pennfyhania.  innumerable 
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Innumerable  difficulties,  and  were  long  engaged  in  repeat- 
ed wars  with  the  Indian  natives.  Their  defcendants  re- 
tain the  martial  prowefs  and  fpirit  of  their  anceftors  y  and 
for  wifdom,  loyalty,  and  an  enterpriiing  genius*  are  a  peo- 
pie  of  renown.  In  thefe  governments  lies  the  main 
ftrength  of  the  Britifh  intereft  upon  this  continent.  Beiides 
their  above  advantageous  character,  they  are  very  confid- 
erable  for  their  numbers.  The  MaiTachufetts-Bay  contains 
about  40,000  capable  of  arms.  The  militia  of  Connecticut 
isr  about  27,000.  Rhode-Hland  and  New-Hampfhire  are 
not  fo  populous.  His  majefty's  fervice,  therefore,  render- 
ed it  necehary  for  the  General2  according  to  the  plan  of 
operations,  to  vilit  his  own  government,  in  order  to  folicit 
the  fuccours,  without  which  the  expedition  propofed  a- 
gainft  Gr own-Point  muft  inevitably  have  failed.  For  this 
purpofe  he  fet  out  for  New- York  on  the  21ft  of  January  % 
and,  but  for  his  preferaje  and  felicitations  at  Bofton,  no 
provincial  troops  would  this  year  have  entered  the  field. 
That  colony  was  fo  extremely  difobliged  at  the  conduct  of 
General  Johnfon,  in  neglecting  to  purfue  his  advantages, 
after  the  memorable  rout  of  the  French  at  Lake  George, 
as  to  be  in  general  averfe  to  a  new  campaign  :  and  with 
the  utmoft  difficulty  did  the  general  procure  their  concur- 
rence in  another  expeMive  attempt.  There  let  us  at  pre- 
fent  leave  him,  promoting  the  public  fervice  of  the  colo- 
nies :  and  returning  again  to  New- York,  fuffer  me,  at  this 
inactive  feafon  of  the  year,  to  entertain  your  Lordfhip  with 
one  or  two  inftances  of  Lieut.  Governor  De  Lancey's  more 
private  political  feats. 

Never  was  any  man  more  impolitic  than  Governor  Clin- 
ton. Had  he  kept  the  chief  juftice  dependent  on  his  fa- 
vour, he  would  have  governed  his  province  with  eafe  and 
tranquillity  :  but  by  granting  him  a  new  commiffion  for 
his  office,  during  good  behaviour,  he  fet  him  at  liberty  to  act 
at  pleafure  :  and  in  confequence  of  this  fatal  error,  the 
province  was  thrown  into  violent  convulsions.  Nothing,  \ 
therefore,  my  Lord,  could  be  more  defirable  to  his  fuccefl- 
or,  than  to  hold  that  gentleman  under  proper  reftraint^ 
Sir  Charles  Hardy  had  this  advantage  :  his  office  of  chief 
juftice,  I  am  informed,  became'  extinguished  the  moment 
the  government  devolved  upon  him  by  the  death  of  Sir 

Danve^s 
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Danvers  Ofborn.  From  the  time  of  Sir  Charles  Hardy's 
arrival,  Mr.  De  Lancey  had  impatiently  expected  a  new 
commiffion  :  but  the  governor  neglecting  the  offer,  to  the 
aftonifhment  of  moft  in  the  province,  he,  notwithftanding, 
ventured  to  refume  his  feat  on  the  bench  in  January  term, 
when  two  felons  were  arraigned  before  him.  This  bold 
ftroke  at  the  prerogative,  moft  men  imagined,  would  have 
drawn  down  the  refentment  of  the  new  governor  :  and 
why  it  was  pafled  by  without  obfervation,  I  muft  leave  to 
your  Lordfhip's  conjectures.  That  De  Lancey  had,  in  re- 
ality, no  right  to  the  exercife  of  that  office,  has  been  ftrong- 
ly  infilled  upon  by  gentlemen  of  the  law,  though  in  an  ex- 
trajudicial manner.  I  pretend  not  myfelf  to  any  knowledge 
in  that  intricate  fcience  ;  but  beg  leave  to  prefent  your 
Lordfhip  with  an  opinion,  relating  to  the  point,  contained 
in  the  following  letter  from  a  gentleman  of  the  profeffion 
to  his  friend  in  this  city  ;  with  a  copy  of  which  I  have 
been  favoured. 

u  Philadelphia.,  21  Od.  1755- 

"SIR, 

"  YOU  fay  you  are  informed,  that  your  Lieut.  Gov- 
"  ernor  defigns  to  exercife  his  former  office,  in  virtue  of 
"  the  commiffion  iffued  by  your  late  Governor  Clinton. 
"  I  cannot  think  your  information  well  grounded,  becaufe 
"  I  am  clearly  of  opinion,  that  office  was  extinguilhed  by 
"  his  acceptance  of  the  Lieut.  Governor's  commiffion  : 
*  and  I  conceive  Mr.  De  Lancey  will  hardly  venture  to  dif- 
"  pute  the  matter  with  the  crown.  The  main  reafon  I  go 
"  upon  is,  that  thofe  two  offices  are  incompatible.  To 
"  make  this  plain  to  you,  you  muft  underftand,  that  to 
"  every  office  there  are  duties  annexed.  The  fame  perfon 
"  cannot  exercife  two  offices  inconfiftent  with  one  another. 
"  One  of  them  muft  therefore  be  loft  ;  becaufe,  as  every 
"  office  is  pro  bono  publico,  its  ufe  lies  in  the  exercife  of  it  : 
"  and  the  inferior  office  is  that  which  is  loft,  becaufe  it  is 
"  moft  for  the  public  good,  that  the  officer  mould  hold  the 
cc  fuperior  office,  as  the  law  prefumes  every  man  capable  of 
u  the  office  which  the  King,  who  is  the  fountain  of  offices 
c:  and  honour,  is  pleafed  to  confer  upon  him.  Agreeable 
"  to  this,  we  find  many  refolutions  in  our  books  :  I'll  men- 
tion 
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*c  tion  one  or  two.  A  man  cannot  be  forefter  and  judge 
^  eo  inftanti.  Rolls  Rep.  452,  &c.  Nor  judge  of  the  Com. 
^  and  King's  bench  fimul  &  femel.  Dyer's  Cafe,  4  and  5 
"  Phil,  and  Mar.  The  firft  patent  is  determined,  though  the 
"  fecond  was  granted  pro  ilia  vice,  and  furrendered  the  next 
"day.     Br.  N.  C.  5  Mar.  Br.  Commiffions  pi.  25. 

"  Nothing  now  remains  but  to  Ihew,  that  the  office  of 
"  chief  juftice  and  governor  of  your  province  are  inconfift- 
*'  ent.  To  explain  this,  I  muft  inform  you,  that  your  fu- 
"  preme  court  is  a  court  of  general  jurifdiclion,  eftablifhed 
"  by  an  ordinance  of  governor  and  council ;  claiming  the 
"  like  power  here  in  all  pleas,  civil  and  criminal,  as  fully  as 
"  they  are  taken  cognizance  of  by  the  King's  Bench  and 
"  Common  Pleas  in  England.  Superior  to  this,  is  the 
£  Court  of  Governor  and  Council,  a  court  inftituted  by  one 
"  of  his  Majefty's  inftruclions  to  your  governor.  In  vir- 
u  tue  of  this  inftru&ion,  writs  of  error  are  returned  from 
cs  the  fupreme  court,  before  the  governor  and  council.  The 
"  inconiiftency,  then,  of  the  two  offices  becomes  very  ap- 
"  parent.  By  the  inftruction,  the  governor  in  the  court 
<c  above  is  a  fine  quo  non  ;  and  to  fuppofe  him  at  the  fame 
"  time  judge  in  the  court  below,  and  muft  difregard  the 
"  abfurdity  of  the  governor's  fending  a  writ  to  command 
f*  himfelf ;  and  of  his  juftifying  his  judgment  as  chief 
"  juftice  to  himfelf  in  council  as  governor  \  and  yet  be  ex- 
"  eluded  from  a  voice  in  the  judgment  above  ;  which, 
"  never thelefs,  cannot  be  given  without  him.  You  fee 
u  then  the  incompatibility  is  much  ftronger,  than  if  a  man 
"  ihould  be  judge  both  of  the  King's  and  Common  Bench 
$  in  England.  There  the  other  judges  of  B.  R.  might  cor- 
iC  reel:  the  error  in  the  Common  Pleas  ;  but  here  the 
iC  courfe  of  public  juftice  might  be  entirely  flopped. 

."'  If  it  fhould  be  faid,  his  power  was  only  fufpended, 
"  while  in  the  chair  of  government  ;  I  anfwer  with  the 
f  obfervation  before,  that  an  office  is  a  duty,  as  the  very 
"  word  itfelf  implies  :  and  I  know  of  no  fleeping  and  not- 
"  to-be-exercifed  office.  Every  office  is  inftituted  for  the 
"  public  good :  the  officer  is  therefore  obliged  to  exercife 
"  his  duty  ;  for,  without  that,  he  cannot  ferve  the  public  : 
"  and  to  be  obliged  to  acl,  and  at  the  fame  time  obliged  not  to 
%  aft9  is  nonfenfe.     It  would  be  more  fpecious  to  fay,  the 

"  inftru&xon 
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*f  inftruction  is  no  law,  as  your  affemblies  have  often  faid 
"  in  other  cafes  ;  but  then,  Sir,  Mr.  De  Lancey,  in  obedi- 
"  ence  to  it,  has  declined  acting  as  judge  ever  fmce  the  death 
*c  of  Sir  Danvers  Ofborn  :  and  why  has  he  (as  I  have  been 
"  informed)  rejected  a  writ  of  error,  becaufe,  according  to 
"  this  very  inftruction,  the  damages  in  demand  did  not  ex- 
"  ceed  300I.  fterling  ?  Befides,  this  court  of  Governor  and 

•  "  Council,  I  am  told,  has  long  exercifed  its  power,  under 

*  "  this  and  former  inftructions  to  your  governors  of  the 
"  like  tenor,  without  the  leaft  oppoution. 

"  The  offices  will  further  appear  to  be  inconfiftent,  if  you 
"  reflect,  that  as  governor  he  is  alfo  chancellor.  The  Court 
"  of  Chancery  often  reftrains  the  power  of  the  law  courts  : 
"  and  it  is  the  fpirit  of  every  court  to  enlarge  its  own  ju- 
*'  rifdiction.  Upon  both  thefe  accounts,  the  two  offices 
"  muft  inevitably  clalh.  I  know  that  Knevet  was  former- 
M  ly  chief  juctice  and  chancellor  :  but  the  propriety  of  that 
"  double  inveiliture  was  never  folemnly  coniidered.  It 
"  was  long  ago,  in  the  time  of  Edward  III.  There  has  been 
"  no  inftance  of  the  like  in  later  times  ;  nor  do  I  believe 
"  it  would  be  fuffered.  But  the  cafe  is  much  ftronger 
"  here  \  and  I  cannot  conceive,  for  the  reafons  above,  that 
*  your  lieutenant  governor  will  attempt  to  fit  as  judge  by 
"  virtue  of  his  old  commiffion.  It  is  more  probable  he 
"-will  prevail  on  your  governor,  lately  arrived,  to  grant 
"  him  a  new  patent.  "  I  am,"   &c. 

Perhaps,  rriy  Lord,  no  higher  evidence  can  be  affigned  of 
a  man's  influence,  than  fuch  a  bold  invafion  of  his  Majef- 
ty's  prerogative.  Mr.  De  Lancey  was  determined  not  to 
lofe  an  office,  which  he  knew  to  be  the  grand  fource  of  his 
popularity,  and  the  main  prop  of  his  power  :  for,  whoever 
is  chief  juftice  of  the  province,  unlefs  a  very  novice,  muft 
be  the  fecond  man  in  the  government.  Governor  Hardy 
made  no  oppofition  to  this  large  ftride  of  ambition  :  and 
the  other,  not  long  after,  by  his  wonderful  artifice,  fubjecl:- 
ed  him  to  his  abfolute  dominion.  It  was  effected  in  the 
following  manner  :  Your  Lordfhip  will  be  pleafed  to  recol- 
lect, that  Mr.  De  Lancey  had  the  addrefs  to  prevail  upon 
the  affembly  to  fend  up  a  bill  to  the  council,  on  the  4th  of 
February,  intituled,  u  An  acl  for  the  Payment  of  the  Debts 

due 
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due  from  this  Colony  ;  and  other  purpofes  therein  mentioned" 
By  this,  payments  were  to  be  made  to  many  creditors  6f 
the  government;,  for  fervices  done  this  colony ,  without  fpecify- 
ing  what  thofe  fervices  were.  The  Lieut.  Governor  was 
to  receive  3787L  16s.  and  feveral  other  fums  were  payable 
to  his  brother.  It  was  in  reality  a  bill  for  difcharging  the 
arrears  due  to  the  ordinary  officers  of  the  government. 
To  render  it  the  more  palatable  to  the  Governor,  provi- 
fion  was  made  for  paying  him  alfo  large  fums  for  prefents 
to  the  Indians,  and  the  expenfes  of  his  voyage  to  Albany, 
after  the  French  repulfe  at  Lake  George.  When  it  came 
up  to  the  council,  it  obtained  a  majority  only  by  one  voice ; 
and  of  thefe,  my  Lord,  two  gentlemen,  befides  Lieut.  Gov. 
Be  Lancey,  were  themfelves  interefted  in  the  bill.  They 
were  the  puifne  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  Meffrs. 
Horfemanden  and  Chambers,  whofe  arrears  of  falary  were 
now  by  the  act  to  be  difcharged.  Meffrs.  Colden,  Alexan- 
der, and  Smith  looked  upon  it  as  a  mean  invafion  of  tne 
King's  inftructions,  which,  until  they  reiigned  their  feats 
at  the  council  board,  they  were  bound  in  honour  to  regard 
with  facred  punctuality.  It  was,  befides,  evidently  par- 
tial ;  no  provifion  being  made  for  other  creditors,  whofe 
demands  were  indifputable.  They  alfo  conceived  it  derog- 
atory to  the  dignity  of  that  board  to  pafs  an  act,  excluding 
themfelves  from  any  knowledge  of  thofe  fervices,  for  which 
the  refpeclive  fums  were  made  payable.  For  thefe  reafons, 
among  others,  they  oppofed  the  bill  ;  and  prayed  their 
diffent  might  be  entered,  as  a  vindication  of  themfelves  to 
his  Majefty.  The  Governor,  to  whom  it  was  fent  up,  de* 
tained  it  for  farther  coniideration,  though  he  paffed  feveral 
other  bills  on  the  19th  of  the  month.  This  circumffance, 
my  Lord,  could  not  but  chagrin  his  Lieutenant,  who  had 
the  bill  much  at  heart,  not  only  on  account  of  the  large 
fums  thereby  payable  to  himfelf  and  brother,  but  becaufe 
I  the  palling  it  into  a  law  would  be  the  fulleft  evidence  of 
I  his  afcendancy  over  the  Governor  ;  and  if  he  could  bring 
him  into  difgrace  with  the  niiniftry,  by  leading  him  into  a 
breach  of  inftru&ions,  it  was  plain  he  would  have  nothing 
to  rely  upon,  but  his  own  popularity.  This  was  an  im- 
portant card,  and  to  be  fkilfully  played  off.  So  indeed  it 
was  :    and  when  I  finifli  the  ffory,  I  am  perfuaded  your 

Lordfliip 
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Lordfhip  will  entertain  no  very  mean  opinion  of  American 
politicians.     The  fpring  was  now  advancing  ;    and  it  be- 
came necefiary  to  pafs  a  law  for  levying  forces,  not  only  to 
join  the  eaftern  colonies,  on  a  new  expedition  againft  the 
French  fortrefs  at  Crown -Point,  but  for  the  protection  of 
our  weftern  frontiers,  in  conjunction  with  Pennfylvania 
and  New-Jerfey,  which  were  become  fields  of  blood,  by  the 
daily  ravages  of  inhuman  barbarians.     The  bill  for  this  pur- 
pofe  originated  with  the  aflembly  ;  and  Mr.  De  Lancey, 
who  was  now  clofeting  the  members,  was  its  principal  con- 
ftructor.     When  it  came  before  the  council,  on  the  28th 
of  March,  that  board  immediately  objected  to  it,  according 
to  his  expectations  :    and  the  Governor  declared,  that  if 
the  council  approved,  he  ihould  himfelf  give  it  a  negative^ 
According  to  the  tenor  of  this  bill,  the  forces  defigned  for 
the  weftern  expedition  were  to  ferve  but  forty  days,  when 
the  province  of  New-jerfey  had  ordained  their  quota  to  be 
difbandable  by  Mr.  Belcher  :  and  Sir  Charles  Hardy  infift- 
ed,  that  the  like  confidence  ought  to  be  repofed  in  his 
judgment.     The  two  houfes  now  engaged  themfelves  in  a 
difpute,  at  a  time  when,  of  all  others,  every  contention 
ihould  have  been  avoided.      Mr.  Oliver  De  Lancey,  ap- 
pointed by  the  houfe  to  provide  the  fupplies  for  the  regi- 
ment defigned  as  our  quota  towards  the  Crown-Point  ex- 
pedition, now  gave  orders  to  ftop  all  farther  preparations, 
an  open  rupture  between  the  governor  and  affembly  being 
daily  expected.     The  members  began  freely  to  fpeak  againft 
him.     The  council  laboured  to  procure  an  alteration  of 
the  bill  ;  but  all  to  no  purpofe.     The  principal  thing  aim- 
ed at,  was  the  pafiing  of  the  debt  bill  :    and  a  leading 
member  in  the  houfe  plainly  intimated  their  defigns  to  the 
Governor.     Doubtless  your  "Lordfhip  will  wonder  he  did 
not  diflblve  them  with  indignation.     Believe  me,  my  Lord, 
it  would  have  been  a  ftep,  at  this  time,  extremely  unadvif- 
able.     Forty  days  intermiflion,  between  the  teft  and  return 
of  the  writ  of  fummons  for  the  election  of  reprefentatives, 
being  required  by  law,  the  'public  exigencies   were  too 
prefling  to  admit  of  any  delay.     Mr.  De  Lancey  knew  all 
his  advatages  :  and  that  Sir  Charles  Hardy  might  be  at  no 
lofs  to  conjecture  that  the  houfe  was  now  acting  at  his 
beck,  nor  himfelf  under  the  neceflity  of  joining  with  the 

council 
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council  againft  the  bill,  abfented  himfelf  from  the  confuta- 
tions of  that  board.  The  neighbouring  colonies,  in  the 
mean  time,  were  urging  the  difpatch  of  our  preparations 
for  opening  the  campaign.  Reduced  at  length  by  thefe 
perplexities,  he  was  obliged  to  fend  for  his  lieutenant,  and 
gave  him  his  promife  to  pafs  the  favourite  bill  for  payment 
of  the  public  debts.  The  houfe  then  privately  took  back 
the  quota-bill ;  and,  after  a  few  alterations,  the  council  paf- 
fed  it  on  the  31ft  of  March.  To  both  of  them  Sir  Charles 
gave  his  affent  the  following  day  :  and  they  were  enrolled 
among  our  laws.  I  leave  this  affair  to  your  Lordfhip's  own 
reflections  ;  obferving  only,  that  from  this  period,  the 
Lieutenant  Governor's  influence  became  more  apparent 
than  before  ;  and  that  as  it  always  was,  fo  it  will  ever  con- 
tinue to  be,  his  ruling  paffion,  and  the  grand  engine  of  his 
politics,  to  crufli  or  control  the  King's  governors  in  this 
province. 

The  plan  of  operations,  concerted  at  New- York  in  De- 
cember, was  a  few  days  after  tranfmitted  to  Sir  Thomas 
Robinfon,  to  be  laid  before  his  Majefty,  for  the  royal  appro- 
bation*. Upon  the  arrival  of  the  firft  veflels  from  Europe 
in  April  following,  we  were  furprifed  with  thefe  remarkable 
articles  of  intelligence  :  that  the  action  at  L.George  had  been 
magnified  in  England  into  an  almoft  deciiive  victory ;  that 
Mr.  Johnfon  was  advanced  to  the  dignity  of  a  baronet,  and 
5000I.  fterling  voted  by  the  commons,  as  a  farther  reward 
for  his  great  fervices  :  that  Eyres,  his  engineer,  was  raifed 
to  a  majority  ;  and  Wraxal,  his  fecretary,  to  the  command 
of  a  company.  To  crown,  in  fine,  the  utmoft  wifhes  of  his 
adverfaries,  that  Mr.  Shirley's  conduct  having  been  entire- 
ly difapproved,  his  Majefty  had  been  pleafed  to  remove  him 
from  the  command,  and  appoint  the  right  lion,  the  Earl  of 
Loudon  general  of  all  his  forces  in  North- America.  Than 
thefe  particulars,  nothing  could  have  been  more  pleating  to 
the  New- York  cabal,  as  they  were  Ihortly  to  reap  the  fruits 
of  all  thofe  calumnies,  of  which  they  had  been  the  origin- 
al 

*  Mr.  Pownal  importuned  Mr.  Shirley  to  be  made  the  bearer  of  thefe 
difpatches.     The  General  very  civilly  thanked  him  for  the  offer  of  his 
fervice  ;   but  chofe  rather  to  confide  in  Major  Rutherford,  and  Capt, 
Staats  Morris.     Mr.  Pownal  followed  foon  alter  them  to  England. 
U  \VoL  vii.] 
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al  authors.  A  change  of  the  General  at  once  gratified  their 
revenge  and  ambition,  and  facilitated  the  execution  of  an 
affair  earneftly  folicited,  and  greatly  advancive  of  their  in* 
tereft. 

I  will  not  affert,  that  Mr.  Shirley  had  yet  received  his 
Majefty's  orders  with  refpeel  to  the  late  plan  of  operations. 
I  believe  he  had  not,  becaufe  on  the  7th  of  May  he  arrived 
at  Albany,  and  continued  his  preparations  for  carrying  that 
plan  into  execution,  until  the  25th  of  the  month,  when  a 
council  of  war  was  there  held,  confifting  of  the  following 
members  : 

His  Excellency  the  General, 
Lieut.  Col.  Gage,  Lieut.  Col.  Burton,  Major  Chapman, 
Major  Sparks,  Sir  John  St.  Clair,  John  Montrefor,  Efq. 
chief  engineer. 
Mr.  Shirley  laid  before  them  the  minutes  of  the  congrefs 
in  December,  and  acquainted  them  with  the  ftate  of  affairs. 
With  refpeel  to  the  weflern  expedition,  the  naval  force  up- 
on the  lake  confided,  he  obferved,  of  two  veffels  of  ten  car- 
riage guns  each  ;  two  row-gallies,  each  often  fwivels  ;  and 
that  he  had  three  months  before  iflued  orders  for  building 
three  other  veifels,  one  of  eighteen,  another  of  fixteen,  and 
a  third  of  twelve  carriage  guns.  Belides  which,  there 
would  be  250  whale-boats  upon  the  lake,  each  of  them  ca- 
pable of  containing  fixteen  men.  The  land  forces  then  at 
Ofwego,  and  on  their  march  for  preferving  a  free  commu- 
nication between  that  place  and  Albany,  were  his  own  and 
Pepperell's  regiments,  with  that  railed  and  fupported  by 
the  province  of  New-Jerfey,  and  the  four  independent 
companies  of  New-York.  As  there  was  a  magazine  of 
provifions  and  (lores  at  the  Canajohary  Falls,  about  thirty- 
five  miles  from  Schenectady,  his  Excellency  propofed  port- 
ing there  100  men  out  of  thole  forces  ;  as  many  more  at 
the  German  Flats,  to  fecure  another  magazine,  guard  the 
portage,  and  convoy  the  provifions  through  the  Wood 
Creek  :  and  as  the  fall  near  Ofwego  occaiioned  another 
fmall  portage,  a  fort  was  there  alfo  to  be  erected,  for  a  gar- 
rifon  of  fifty  men  at  lead.  It  was,  my  Lord,  of  the  great- 
eft  moment  to  keep  open  the  communication  between  Al- 
bany and  our  fort  on  the  lake  ;  his  Excellency  was  there- 
fore intent  upon  railing  four  companies  of  fixty  privates 

each, 
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each,  to  be  employed  in  fcouting  along  the  paffage,  and 
haraffing  the  French  fettlements  between  Frontenac  and 
Montreal. 

The  General  gave  them  alfo  an  account* of  the  flrength 
of  Ofwego,  when  he  left  it  the  laft  fall  ;  adding,  that  he 
had  fent  up  Mr.  M'Keller,  the  engineer  in  fecond,  and  Mr. 
Sewer,  a  practitioner  engineer,  with  orders  to  make  fuch 
additional  works,  as  they  mould  think  neceffary  for  the  fe- 
curity  of  that  important  poll.  And  your  Lordfhip  will  be 
pleafed  to  take  notice,  that  thefe  orders  were  imied  very 
early  in  March,  before  the  Mohawk  river  was  open  ;  and 
that  the  engineers  actually  arrived  at  Ofwego  in  April. 
At  thefe  feveral  garrifons  were  to  be  depoiited  fix  months 
provisions  for  7000  ;  and  he  obferved  to  the  council,  that, 
for  that  purpofe,  200  whaleboats  and  500  batteaux  had 
been  difpatched,  fince  the  firft  of  April,  from  Schenectady. 
The  remaining  quantity  would  have  been  tranfported  by 
the  middle  of  July,  had  his  deiigns  been  carried  into  ex* 
ecution. 

As  to  the  provincial  expedition,  he  informed  them,  that 
the  troops  voted  by  the  feveral  colonies  amounted  to  8800 
men,  including  the  officers  and  garrifons  at  the  forts  Ed- 
ward and  William-Henry.  One,  or  perhaps  two  hundred 
Indians  might  be  expected  to  join  them,  befides  a  company 
which  his  Excellency  had  raifed,  to  harafs  the  enemy  upon 
lake  Champlain,  and  procure  intelligence  of  their  motions 
in  Canada  ;  and  three  more,  for  the  like  fervice,  were  in- 
tended to  be  chofen  out  of  the  whole  force  deftined  for 
Crown-Point. 

About  this  time,  one  Rogers,  of  New-Hampfliire,  captain 
of  a  ranging  company,  gave  repeated  demonftrations  of  his 
activity  in  the  neighourhood  of  Crown-Point.  He  made 
many  incurfions  upon  the  enemy,  fell  on  their  fcattered 
parties,  and  fcarce  ever  returned  to  Fort  William-Henry 
without  fcalps  and  prifoners.  The  General  took  particular 
notice  of  him  ;  and  he  became  fingularly  ferviceable  in 
procuring  intelligence.  By  a  cadet,  whom  he  took  on  the 
20th  of  May,  we  were  informed,  that  the  whole  number 
of  men  at  Fort  St.  Frederick,  Ticonderoga,  and  at  an  ad- 
vanced poft,  were  1 100,  compofed  of  the  regiments  of  Lan- 
guedoc,  the  Queen's  regiment,  two  companies  of  the  colo- 
ny 
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ny  troops,  and  the  militia.     Befides  thefe,  there  were  In- 
dians ;  but  their  numbers  uncertain.     That  at  Ticondero- 
ga  the  French  had  twelve  pieces  of  ordnance  mounted,  and 
carriages  preparing  for  an  additional  number  ;    but  that 
the  retrenchment  at  the  advanced  pofi  was  without  any 
cannon.     Thefe  troops  wintered  at  Montreal  and  Chambly, 
and  arrived  at  the  fouth  end  of  the  lake  about  the  middle 
of  April,  being  plentifully  fupplied  with  provifions  and 
military  ftores.   ♦  Thefe  intelligences  the  General  laid  be- 
fore his  council  ;    and  then  obferved,  that  the  50th  and 
51ft  regiments,  the  four  independent  companies,  and  the 
regiment  of  New-Jerfey,  were  fcarce  a  third  part  of  the 
number  of  troops  defigned  by  the  general  plan  for  the  op- 
erations upon  Lake  Ontario  :    that  the  provincials  were 
alfo  not  only  deficient  of  the  complement  thought  necef- 
fary  at  the  congrefs,  but  even  of  the  number  voted  by  the 
provinces  concerned  in  the  enterprife  againft  Crown-Point ; 
and  that  it  was  impracticable,  even  with  the  junction  of 
the  44th  and  48th  regiments,  then  at  Albany,  to  carry  on 
both  the  northern  and  weftern  expeditions  at  the  fame 
time  :  that  he  had  no  dependance  upon  the  Indians  of  the 
Six  Nations,  Sir  William  johnfon  being  unable  to  procure 
fcouting  parties  ;  and  that  upon  this  account  he  propofed 
railing  four  companies  for  that  fervice. 

Your  Lordfhip  may  hence  obferve,  what  reafon  the  con- 
grefs in  December  had  for  their  opinion,  that  more  troops 
were  neceffary  for  his  Majefty's  fervice  in  America.  No 
reinforcements  being  yet  arrived  from  England,  for  carry- 
ing the  general  plan  into  execution,  the  council  were  of 
unanimous  opinion,  that  1300  ought  to  be  polled  at  Ofwe- 
go,  50  at  the  Falls,  200  at  the  Oneida  Carrying-Place,  150 
at  the  German  Flats,  and  as  many  more  at  the  Canajoha- 
ry  Falls.  They  advifed,  therefore,  that  the  50th  and  51ft, 
and  the  New-Jerfey  regiments,  the  independents,  and  the 
North-Carolina  provincials,  (all  which  amounted  to  about 
2000  men)  mould  be  employed  in  that  fervice.  The  44th 
and  48th  regiments,  with  the  colony  troops,  were  thought 
fufficient  to  reduce  Crown-Point.  Accordingly,  they  re- 
commended their  junction  ;  adviling,  however,  that  the 
regulars  fhould  continue  for  a  time  in  their  encampment  at 
Albany.  The  ranging  companies,  propofed  by  the  Gene- 
ral, 
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tfal,  were  highly  approved ;  and  the  railing  of  others 
ftrongly  recommended.  They  alio  concurred  with  him  in 
jfentiment,  that  a  road  ought  to  be  made  from  the  German 
Flats  to  Ofwego  ;  and  declared,  it  appeared  to  them  very 
neceffary  to  ftrengthen  Fort  Edward,  and  erect  another  at 
the  South  Bay.  The  former  was  a  depofit  for  ftores,  and 
at  the  concurrence  of  all  the  routes  from  Crown-Point  to 
Albany.  The  latter  would  command  the  route  taken  by 
barrori  Diefkau  for  his  defigned  attack  upon  Fort  Edward ; 
a  route  through  which  incuriions  were  frequently  made 
upon  our  northern  frontier.  A  fort  at  the  South  Bay  was 
conceived  requilite,  to  cover  our  convoys  of  provifions  for 
the  northern  expedition  from  the  infults  of  the  enemy,  whoa 
in  flying  parties,  infeiled  the  paffage  from  Albany*  to  Wil- 
liam-Henry. The  propriety  of  this  advice,  my  Lord,  muft 
be  evident  to  every  man  of  a  tolerable  acquaintance  with 
the  country  ;  and  thefe  were  the  very  fentiments  which 
the  General  repeatedly  communicated  to  Sir  William  John- 
fon,  in  his  letters,  after  the  action  at  Lake  George  ;  which 
were  then  flighted  by  the  cabal,  who  fludipufly  oppofed 
him  in  all  his  meafures. 

Thus  I  have  fhewn  your  Lordfhip  the  reafons  why  the 
general  plan  continued  to  be  unexecuted,  till  the  fitting  of 
this  laft  council  of  war.  Mr.  Shirley,  however,  in  hopes 
of  the  arrival  of  the  expected  reinforcements,  and  loath  to 
be  diverted  from  his  favourite  defigns  upon  Lake  Ontario., 
continued  to  throw  large  quantities  of  provifions  and  ftores 
into  Schenectady,  and  all  the  magazines  between  that  place 
and  Ofwego.  This,  it  was  fuppofed,  was  done  to  induce 
his  fucceffor,  from  thefe  ample  fupplies,  to  act  upon  this 
quarter  ;  it  being  univerfally  imagined,  that  Crown-Point 
was  now  become  the  main  object  of  the  miniftry.  Till  the 
arrival  of  General  Webb,  on  the  7th  of  June,  this  was  only 
conjecture,  and  general  report.  The  effects  of  the  mifrep- 
refentations  of  American  affairs  in  England,  then  became 
evident  to  all  ;  for  the  ftores,  laid  in  at  Schenectady,  were 

now 

*  For  the  building  of  a  fort  at  South  Bay,  preparations  were  making 
when  Mr.  Shirley  refigned  the  command  of  the  army  :  but  the  work; 
has  fmce  been  neglected  ;  and  the  paffage  from  Fort  Edward  to  pur 
camp  at  William-Henry,  infefted  all  this  fummer;  and  many  of  our  neo^ 
pie  cut  off,  as  was  forefeen  by  this  council. 
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now  reconveyed  to  Albany,  for  the  northern  expedition  ; 
and  frefli  clamours  excited  againft  Mr.  Shirley,  for  his  fup- 
plies  towards  the  weftern  operations.  On  the  15th  of 
June,  Major  General  Abercrombie  landed  at  New-York ; 
and  ten  days  after,  at  Albany  ;  where  he  immediately  took 
upon  himfelf  the  command  of  the  army,  Shirley  continu- 
ed there  no  longer  than  to  deliver  over  to  the  new  Gene^. 
ral  the  proper  returns,  and  communicate  fuch  information 
as  appeared  neceflary,  with  refpect  to  the  prefent  fituation 
of  affairs. 

The  whole  force,  of  which  General  Abercrombie  now 
took  the  command,  confifted  of  the  44th,  48th,  50th,  and 
51ft  regiments,  four  independent  companies,  the  New-Jer- 
fey  regiment,  four  companies  raifed  by  the  province  of 
North-Carolina,  Otway's,  and  the  Highland  regiments,* 
and  the  provincial  forces  deftined  againft  Crown-Point. 

Inftructions  had  been  given  to  Sir  William  Johnfon,  to 
procure  a  large  body  of  the  Six  Nations,  to  join  in  any  at- 
tempt that  might  be  made  upon  the  Lake  Ontario  ;  and 
to  engage  1 00  more  for  the  afliftance  of  the  provincial  ar- 
my. To  effect  which,  he  was  then  holding  a  conference 
with  the  deputies  of  the  Six  Cantons  at  Onondaga,  from 
whence  he  was  to  proceed  immediately  to  Ofwego.  Mr, 
Shirley  had,  beiides,  raifed  a  company  of  Indians  from 
Stockbridge,  to  be  employed  in  ranging  the  woods  between 
Fort  William-Henry  and  Montreal :  and  that  his  Majefty's 
fervice  upon  Lake  Ontario  might  be  free  from  the  obstruc- 
tions, by  which  it  had  been  the  year  before  greatly  embar* 
raffed,  lie  had  enlifted  40  companies  of  batteau-men,  each 
of  50  men,  a  captain  and  an  afliftant,  for  tranfporting  ftores 
and  pro  villous  to  Ofwego.  Thefe  were  put  under  the 
direction  of  Captain  Bradftreet,  an  active,  vigilant  officer, 
inured  to  the  hardfhips  to  which  that  fervice  inevitably, 
expofed  him.  This,  though  one  of  the  moft  judicious 
meafures  that  could  have  been  taken,  was  made  the  fub- 
jecl  of  low  invective.  The  faction  at  New- York  laboured 
to  reprefent  it  as  a  project  to  involve  the  Crown  in  a  need- 
lefs  expenfe  :  but  time  has  given  the  fulleft  evidence  of 
the  propriety  of  this  ftep  ;  and  proper  it  will  appear  to 
your 

*  Thefe  two  regiments  arrived  with  him,  and  confifted  of  about  900 
sien. 
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your  Lordfhip,  before  the  conclufion  of  this  letter.  Gen- 
eral Shirley  wifely  forefaw,  that  the  Indians  of  the  Six  Na- 
tions, whatever  influence  over  them  Sir  William  Johnfon 
might  pretend,  could  not  be  engaged  even  to  protect  the 
King's  troops  in  the  paffage  through  their  own  country  5 
and  that  unlefs  the  communication  was  kept  open  to  Of- 
wego,  nothing  could  be  effected  upon  the  Lake,  nor  the 
garrifon  itfelf  preferved  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy.  Accordingly,  no  fodner  did  the  fpring  open,  than 
a  little  blockaded  poft,  with  twenty-five  men,  at  the  Car- 
rying-Place, in  the  very  center  of  the  Oneida  country,  was 
cut  off;  the  Oneidas  themfelves  being  unqueftionably  con- 
cerned in  the  mafTacre.  Nothing  could  fecure  us  againit 
the  repetition  of  thefe  infults,  but  paffing  through  the 
country  with  large  fquadrons  of  batteaux  :  and  to  facili- 
tate the  tranfportation,  Mr.  Shirley,  who  canvaffed  every 
expedient  for  the  prefervation  of  Ofwego,  employed  a 
working  party  of  eighty  men,  under  a  director,  to  remove 
the  obftructions  in  the  Wood-Creek  ;  by  this  means,  the 
portage  from  the  Mohawk  River,  acrofs  the  great  Carry* 
ing-Place,  was  reduced  from  eight  miles  to  one.  Nor  did 
he  omit  obferving  to  his  fucceffor,  that  an  attempt  upon 
Niagara  was  of  the  laft  importance  ;  the  lofs  or  preferva^ 
tion  of  our  Indians  depending  upon  the  fuccefs  of  the  op* 
erations  on  Lake  Ontario. 

Relative  to  the  Crown-Point  expedition,  he  recommend* 
ed  the  march  of  part  of  the  army,  in  a  new-difcovered 
route,  on  the  weft  fide  of  Lake  George,  to  the  enemy's 
advanced  works,  five  miles  fhort  of  Ticonderoga  ;  which 
being  carried,  the  heavy  artillery  and  ftores  might  be  there 
landed,  and  tranfported  through  a  road  to  Ticonderoga 
and  Fort  Frederick  :  and  after  the  reduction  of  thofe  for- 
treffes,  he  advifed  General  Abercrombie  immediately  to 
conftruct  armed  veffels,  to  fecure  the  command  of  Lake 
Champlain. 

Your  Lordfhip  may  remember,  that  an  attempt  was 
propofed,  at  the  congrefs  in  December,  againft  Fort  Du 
Quefne,  with  an  army  of  3000  provincials.  Governor 
Sharpe  was  to  have  commanded  in  that  enterprife  ;  but 
there  remained  now  no  hopes  of  its  profecution.  Virginia 
chofe  to  be  entirely  upon  the  defenfive.     Maryland  was 

wholly 
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wholly  inactive  ;  her  frontier  being  covered  by  the  ad- 
joining provinces :  and  as  to  Pennfylvania,  flie  raifed  in- 
deed 1500  men,  but  only  with  a  view  to  protect  her  out- 
farms  ;  nor  probably  would  thus  far  have  confulted  her 
own  fafety,  but  for  the  daily  murders  and  horrid  cruelties 
perpetrated  upon  her  borders. 

With  refpect  to  the  circumftances  of  Indian  affairs  to 
the  northward  :  While  Mr.  Shirley  was  at  Ofwego,  and 
upon  his  return,  as  I  before  obferved  to  your  Lordfhip,  he 
propofed  to  the  Senecas,  Cayugas,  Onondagas,  and  Onei- 
das,  the  erection  of  fmall  forts,  for  the  protection  of  their 
refpective  caftles.  The  two  laft  tribes  confented  ;  defiring 
alfo,  that  the  forts  might  be  mounted  with  cannon  :  and 
the  Tufcoraras  afterwards  fent  deputies  to  him,  with  the 
like  requeft.  The  Senecas  and  Cayugas  had  alfo  lately  fig- 
nified  their  acquiefcence  to  Sir  William  Johnfon  ;  and  the 
General  tranfmitted  him  the  plan  of  a  fort,  directing  the 
profecution  of  the  work  with  all  poflible  difpatch,  as  a 
moft  effectual  means  to  fecure  the  Indian  country  to  his 
Majefty. 

Before  Mr.  Shirley  left  Ofwego  the  laft  year,  he  propofed 
to  the  Six  Nations,  their  convening  this  fummer,  in  a 
grand  council  there,  the  Indians  on  the  north  fide  of  Lake 
Ontario,  and  round  Lake  Erie,  to  confult  their  common 
intereft,  and  maintain  a  correfpondence  by  annual  coun- 
cils at  Ofwego.  And  to  draw  off  the  latter  from  their  at- 
tachment to  the  French,  recommended  to  the  Six  Nations 
their  concurrence,  in  opening  a  free  trade  with  the  foreign 
Indians,  at  the  entrance  of  the  Onondaga  river,  upon 
terms  more  advantageous  to  all  the  Indians  than  any  hith- 
erto purfued.  This  fpring,  Sir  William  Johnfon  informed 
his  Excellency,  that  the  Six  Nations  were  extremely  well 
pleafed  with  the  projects  relating  both  to  the  trade  at  Of- 
wego, and  the  conftruction  of  forts  in  their  cantons.  To 
accelerate  the  latter,  the  General  fupplied  him  with  5000I. 
fterling,  in  addition  to  5000I.  advanced  to  him  by  General 
Braddock  :  and  yet,  my  Lord,  he  was  conftrained  to  con- 
fefs,  in  a  fubfequent  letter,*  that,  unlefs  his  Excellency 
could  engage  fever al  companies  of  rangers,  he  defpaired  of 
the  prefervation  even  of  a  free  paiTage  through  their  coun- 
try :  and  whether  he  has,  to  this  day,  built  a  fingle  fort> 
*  May  10,  1756.  ^ 
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as  the  General  propofed,  I  have  not  been  able,  after  much 
inquiry,  to  difcover. 

Equally  unpromifing  was  the  fituation  of  our  affairs 
with  the  fouthern  Indians.  Some  hopes,  indeed,  were  en- 
tertained of  the  fidelity  of  the  Cherokees,  a  people  warlike 
and  powerful  ;  in  whofe  territories  the  Virginians  were 
erecting  a  fortrefs.  The  Shawanefe,  neverthelefs,  continu- 
ed their  irruption*  into  that  province  :  and  Governor  Din- 
widdie  was  obliged  to  draft  the  militia,  to  oppofe  their 
progrefs,  and  preferve  the  town  of  Winchefter.  Thefe  In- 
dians alfo,  with  the  Sufquehannas  and  Delawares,  commit- 
ted frequent  hoftilities  upon  the  Pennfylvanians.  Gover- 
nor Morris,  for  the  protection  of  the  country,  carried  a 
tine  of  forts  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  Kittatiny  mountains, 
all  along  the  extended  frontier  of  that  colony,  from  Dela- 
ware to  the  river  Potowmac.  The  government  of  New- 
ferfey  proceeded  even  to  declare  war  againft  the  Delaware 
tndians  ;  and  would  have  penetrated  into  their  fettlements, 
had  not  aiTurances  been  fent  by  Sir  William  Johnfon  from 
the  council  at  Onondaga,  that  the  Delawares  and  Shawanefe, 
in  obedience  to  the  Six  Nations,  were  under  renewed  and 
pofitive  engagements  to  refrain  from  any  farther  outrages 
upon  the  fouthern  frontiers.  If  any  fuch  promifes  were  re- 
ally made,  it  is  certain  they  were  immediately  broken,  many 
of  our  inhabitants  having  fince  been  murdered  and  captiva- 
ted by  the  favages  of  thofe  very  tribes.  Whence  we  may 
fairly  conclude,  that  either  the  Six  Nations  connived  at  thefe 
infractions  of  their  commands,  or  that  their  ancient  fov- 
sreignty  is  become  the  contempt  of  their  tributaries.  In 
fact,  my  Lord,  the  matter  is  ftill  worfe.  Too  much  reafon 
is  there  to  believe  the  truth  of  both  thefe  alternatives. 

I  informed  your  Lordihip,  that  Sir  William  Johnfon  was 
ordered  to  proceed  from  Onondaga  to  Ofwego,  with  as 
many  Indians  as  could  be  perfuaded  to  march  with  Mm, 
not  only  for  the  more  effectual  prefervation  of  that  poll, 
but  to  execute  the  plan  which  Gen.  Shirley  had  concerted, 
for  the  eftablifhment  of  an  annual  council  there,  with  thofe 
Indians  who  had  been  long  in  the  French  intereft,  and 
feemed  ready  to  liften  to  propofals  for  an  alliance  with  us. 
It  was  expedient,  my  Lord,  that  he  mould  have  complied 
with  thefe  inftructions  ;  nay,  it  was  his  duty  ;  but  no 
W     .    \v0i  vii.]  fooner 
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fooner  was  he  acquainted  with  Mr.  Shirley's  refignation  of 
the  command  of  the  army,  than  he  returned  from  Onon- 
daga to  Albany,  at  the  head  of  about  fixty  Indians,  leaving 
Capt.  Patten,  with  his  company  of  grenadiers,  to  wander 
through  a  forlorn  wildernefs,  in  fearch  of  Ofwego.  Whe- 
ther this  inftance  of  his  conduce  was  not  intended  to  i  aife 
his  reputation  with  the  new  General,  as  a  leading*  man 
among  the  Indians,  I  leave  to  your  Lordfhip's  conjecture. 
By  arts  like  thefe,  he  acquired  his  Indian  fame  :  and  the 
influence  of  the  faction  at  New- York  fo  powerfully  fuftain- 
cd  it,  that  few  perfons  doubted  his  ability  to  procure  fev- 
eral  hundred  warriors  for  our  afliftance,  though  every  day 
exhibited  frefh  proofs  of  their  melancholy  defection.  Be- 
fides  the  destruction  of  our  poft  in  the  very  country  of  the 
Oneidas,  mentioned  before,  the  enemy  infefted  the  parts 
about  Ofwego,  and  the  whole  paffage  thither,  without  the 
leaft  oppofition  from  the  Six  Nations.  Alarms,  indeed, 
were  frequently  given  of  the  approach  of  their  flying  par- 
ties ;  and  it  was  obfervable,  that  Sir  William  Johnfon,  on 
thofe  occafions,  as  Colonel  of  the  county,  raifed  the  militia 
of  Albany,  and  proceeded  to  the  fpot  ;  though  every  man, 
acquainted  with  Indians,  well  knows,  that,  of  all  places, 
thefe  are  the  moll:  unlikely  for  finding  the  enemy.  By 
fach  fliam  expeditions  have  our  northern  inhabitants  been 
impoverifhed  and  diftreffed  :  nor  could  they  anfwer  any 
other  end,  than  to  raife  a  bruit  through  the  colonies  ;  and, 
with  parade  and  oftentation,  fet  the  gazetteers  upon  found- 
ing his  applaufe.  Even  in  thefe  wild  romantic  excurfions, 
but  few  Indians  attended  him  :  and  yet,  if  we  credit  our 
news-writers,  hundreds  were  in  his  train. 

Mr.  Shirley  had  fcarce  refigned  the  command  to  Major- 
General  Abercrombie,  when  the  good  effect  of  the  batteau 
fervice  became  fo  irreliftibly  evident,  that  his  very  enemies 
recollected  their  ungrounded  calumnies  with  fhame  and 
confufion.  I  allude,  my  Lord,  to  the  action  between  the 
French  and  our  batteau-men,  on  the  3d  of  July.  Senfible 
of  the  importance  of  Ofwego,  the  enemy  collected  them- 
felves,  about  the  latter  end  of  May,  in  a  large  body,  not 
many  miles  to  the  eaftward  of  that  garrifon  ;  from  whence 
detachments  were  perpetually  fent  out  to  fall  upon  our 
workmen,  and  infell  the  paffage  through  the  Onondaga 

River, 
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River.  Capt.  Bradftreet,  who  had  the  direction  of  tjie 
batteaux,  was  apprifed  that  fmall  parties  lay  in  ambulh, 
waiting  a  favourable  opportunity  to  attack  him.  Accord- 
ingly, when  he  left  Ofwego,  he  ordered  the  feveral  divifions 
to  proceed  as  near  each  other  as  poffible  :  but  fo  numerous 
and  irregular  a  body  could  not,  without  difficulty,  be  kept 
to  any  tolerable  order.  He  was  at  the  head  of  about  300 
batteau-men,  in  the  firft  divifion,  upon  his  return  to  Sche- 
nectady, and  about  nine  miles  from  Ofwego,  when  the  en- 
emy, who  were  700  ftrong,  rofe  from  their  ambufcade, 
and  fired  upon  his  front.  Near  the  place  of  attack,  was  a 
fmall  ifland,  by  which  the  enemy  might  eafily  have  forded 
the  river.  Bradftreet,  in  an  inftant,  landed  upon  the  ifland, 
to  prevent  being  inclofed  between  two  fires  ;  and  with  fix 
men  maintained  his  polfeffion,  bravely  repelling  twenty  of 
the  enemy,  who  attempted  to  feize  that  advantageous  poll. 
He  was  then  reinforced  with  fix  others  ;  and  even  compel- 
led a  fecond  party  of  forty  French  to  give  way.  Enraged 
at  this  fhameful  difappointment,  the  enemy,  to  the  number 
of  feventy  men,  thought  proper  to  make  a  third  attempt  ; 
but  the  batteau-men,.  who  did  not  exceed  twenty,  with  re- 
doubled bravery,  ftill  kept  their  ground,  and  again  forced 
their  adverfaries  to  retire.  During  thefe  fkirmifhes,  which 
Jafted  near  an  hour,  the  batteau-men  in  the  rear  landed, 
without  lofs  or  confufion,  upon  the  fouth  fide  of  the  river. 
Four  hundred  of  the  enemy  now  advanced  up  the  north 
fide  of  the  ftream,  intending  to  ford  it  about  a  mile  higher, 
and  fur  round  us.  Bradftreet,  aware  of  the  defign,  left  the 
ifland,  and  with  two  hundred  men  marched  on  the  other 
fide  to  oppofe  them.     But  they  had  actually  forded  over 

!  before  he  came  up,  and  pofted  themfelves  in  a  fwamp.  Dr. 
Kirkland,  with  the  fecond  divifion  of  batteaux,  was  now 
advancing  to  his  afiiftance  ;  but  Bradftreet  ordered  him, 
and  Capt.  Butler,  who  commanded  the  third  divifion,  to 

I  keep  their  polls,  and  cover  the  batteaux  in  the  rear.  Be- 
ing arrived  at  the  fwamp,  an  engagement  enfued,  in  the 
Indian  manner  of  fighting,  and  continued  above  an  hour, 
with  dubious  fuccefs.  Bradftreet,  at  length,  animating  his 
men,  rulhed  into  the  thicket  through  twice  his  number, 
and  gallantly  pulhed  them  into  the  river,  where  many  of 
them  perilhed.     Another  attempt  was  made,  in  the  mean 

time3 
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time,  to  ford  the  river  a  little  higher  ;  but  thofe  being  al- 
io repulfed,  the  whole  party  was  entirely  routed  and  dif. 
perfed. 

Juft  after  the  defeat,  Capt.  Patten,  with  his  grenadiers 
from  Onondaga,  fell  in  with  our  batteaux  ;  and  the  next 
morning  a  reinforcement  of  200  men  came  up  from  the 
garrifon  ;  and  but  for  the  excemve  rains,  which  began 
loon  after  the  action,  and  continued  all  the  next  day,  thefe 
brave  batteau-men  would  probably  have  cut  off  the  whole  i 
party.  Had  Sir  William  Johnfon,  as  was  expected,  accom-  j 
panied  Capt.  Patten  to  Ofwego,  with  the  Indians  from 
Onondaga,  Bradftreet  might  have  made  immediate  pur- 
fuit,  and  many  of  the  enemy  muft  have  been  overtaken  :  j 
but  this  pacific  plenipotentiary  was  then  haftening  to  Al- 
bany (a  fafe  fituation)  with  the  important  minutes  of  his 
late  conference  :  a  conference  full  of  affectionate  Indian 
fpeeches,  and  large  promifes  of  their  alfiftance  ;  when 
fcarce  a  man  of  them  could  be  prevailed  upon  to  turn  out 
of  his  hut  for  the  defence  of  the  common  caufe.  Brad- 
ftreet had  but  three  Indians  of  the  Six  Nations  with  him 
at  this  attack.  Of  thefe,  one  took  to  his  heels  ;  a  fecond 
fought  bravely  ;  but  the  third  went  over  to  the  enemy, 
and  affifted  in  pointing  out  our  officers.  In  thefe  feveral 
actions  we  had  about  30  men  killed  and  wounded.  How 
many  of  the  French  were  flain,  is  not  certainly  known  ; 
though  it  is  generally  faid,  they  loft  about  120.  Eighty 
arms  were  brought  to  Schenectady  ;  and  about  70  men 
found  in  the  woods,  and  carried  to  Ofwego.  The  French 
fled  in  the  utmoft  diforder  :  and  fome  of  their  regular  fol- 
diers,  being  ftrangers  to  the  country,  got  bewildered  in 
the  defart,  and  perifhed  for  want  of  fiiftenance. 

Bradftreet  arrived  at  Schenectady  on  the  nth  of  July  ; 
and  the  next  day  acquainted  General  Abercrombie,  at  Al- 
bany, of  the  ftate  of  Ofwego  :  That  he  learnt  from  his  prif- 
oners,  the  French  were  preparing  to  attack  it,  having  1200 
men  for  that  purpofe  encamped  not  far  from  the  eaftern- 
moft  fort.  Upon  the  receipt  of  this  intelligence,  orders 
were  ifTued  to  Major-General  Webb,  to  hold  himfelf  in 
readinefs  to  inarch  for  its  defence  with  the  44th  regiment. 
My  Lord,  Mr.  Shirley  had,  feveral  days  before,*  advifed 

General 

*  On  the  26th  of  June,  the  day  after  he  was  fuperfeded. 
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General  Abercrombie  to  reinforce  that  garrifon  with  two 
battalions!  at  leaft  :  and  they  might  have  marched  imme- 
diately, as  Bradilreet  was  ready  to  convoy  the  troops,  and 
every  magazine,  along  the  paflage,  plentifully  fupplied  with 
provifions.     But  not  to  anticipate  my  ftory  ; 

Mr.  Shirley  arrived  at  New- York  on  the  4th  of  July, 
and  waited  the  arrival  of  my  Lord  Loudon,  who  landed 
there  on  the  23d  of  that  month,  with  Mr.  Pownal  in  his 
train  :  but  in  what  character  the  latter  returned  a  fecond 
time  from  England,  was  a  fubjecl:  of  doubtful  conjecture. 
His  Lordfhip,  regardlefs  of  his  eafe,  and  the  fatigues  of  a 
tedious  voyage,  tarried  there  but  three  days  ;  and  on  the 
29th  of  July  reached  his  head-quarters  at  Albany,  when  he 
took  upon  himfelf  the  command  of  the  army. 

The  garrifon  of  Ofwego  confifted  now  of  1400  men,  and 
about  300  workmen  and  failors.  Four  hundred  and  eigh- 
ty-five were  pofted,  in  fmall  parties,  between  that  place  and 
Burnet's  Field,  to  maintain  an  open  paflage  through  the 
country  of  the  Six  Nations.  The  44th  and  48th  regiments 
at  Albany  and  Schenectady,  with  the  Britifli  troops  juft 
arrived,  confifted  now  of  2600  men  ;  and  the  provincials, 
tinder  the  command  of  General  Window,  were  about  7000, 
and  ready  to  march  from  Fort  William -Henry.  Of  the 
naval  force  of  Ofwego,  I  have  already  given  your  Lordihip 
an  account  :  and  as  to  the  ftrength  of  the  enemy  at  Ticon- 
deroga  and  Crown-Point,  according  to  the  lateft  intelligence 
obtained  by  Capt.  Rogers,  they  did  not  exceed  3000  men. 

From  his  Lordfhip's  known  abilities  for  war,  the  colo- 
nies were  in  great  hopes,  that,  notwithstanding  the  delay 
of  the  Britifh  reinforcements,  fome  coup  d'eclat  would  ve- 
ry fpeedily  be  ftruck  at  Crown-Point.  Put  alas  !  while  we 
were  intent  upon  this  favourite  deiign,  the  enemy  were 
bending  their  main  force,  not  to  oppofe  us  at  Ticonderoga, 
but  to  fecure  what  was  to  them  a  matter  of  much  more 
importance,  I  mean  the  exclufive  dominion  of  the  great 
"Lakes.  Accordingly,  they  laid  liege  to  Ofwego  ;  and,  af- 
ter 

f  Such  a  reinforcement  could  eafily  have  been  fpared  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  Otway's  and  the  Highland  regiment  being  now  landed  at  Albany. 
And  that  this  neceffary  ftep  might  not  be  obftrucled.  General  Shirley 
had,  before  their  arrival,  difpatched  an  exprefs  to  Ofwego,  ordering 
Bradilreet  to  quicken  his  return  to  Schenectady. 
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ter  two  or  three  days  conteft,  obliged  the  garrifon,  on  the 
14th  of  Auguft,Ko  furrender  themfelves  prifoners  of  war. 
This  melancholy  account  was  firft  brought  to  Albany  by 
feveral  foldiers,  fome  of  whom  had  formerly  deferted  the 
French  fervice  ;  and  remained  many  days  unconfirmed,  till 
the  arrival  of  two  failors,  who  made  their  efcape  after  the 
reduction  of  the  forts.  An  univerfal  mock  was  now  given 
to  the  whole  continent  :  and  to  increafe  our  diftrefs,  the 
Indians  reported,  that  the  whole  garrifon  was  put  to  the 
fword,  and  the  dead  bodies  of  our  countrymen  denied  even 
the  facred  rite  of  fepulture.  But  this,  by  fubfequent  advi- 
ces, was  contradicted  :  and  the  fpies,  difpatched  for  obfer- 
vation,  inform  us,  that  the  works  are  entirely  demoliihed, 
and  the  enemy  departed.  In  what  manner,  and  by  what 
numbers,  it  was  taken,  or  upon  what  terms  furrendered,  I 
cannot  give  your  Lordfhip  any  fatisfactory  account.  How 
many  were  killed  on  either  fide  is  alfo  unknown  ;  though 
certain  it  is,  that  Lieut.  Col.  Mercer,  the  commanding  of- 
ficer, is  among  the  (lain. 

It  is  much  to  be  wifhed,  my  Lord,  that  Mr.  Shirley's  ad- 
vice to  General  Abercrombie  had  been  followed  :  and 
equally  to  be  regretted,  that  Sir  William  Johnfon  returned 
with  fuch  precipitation  from  Onondaga  to  Albany.  Nor 
ought  the  difcharge  of  400  batteau-men,  after  Bradftreet's 
return,  to  pafs  without  fome  remark.  They  arrived  at 
Schenectady,  as  I  obferved  before,  on  the  1  ith  of  July  ;  and 
methinks  the  recent  proofs  of  their  courage,  and  the  ac- 
count they  gave  of  the  ftrength  and  deiigns  of  the  enemy, 
might  have  been  a  fufficicnt  antidote  againft  the  poifon  of 
that  council  for  their  difcharge  ;  which  was  unqueftiona- 
bly  defignedby  Mr.  Shirley's  enemies  for  throwing  an  odi- 
um on  his  meafures.  To  the  fame  influence,  my  Lord,  it 
was  undoubtedly  owing,  that  General  Webb's  march,  with 
the  44th  regiment,  from  Schenectady,  was  delayed  till  the 
1 2th  of  Auguit,  but  two  days  before  the  garrifon  was  actu- 
ally furrendered.  He  had  proceeded  no  farther  than  Bur- 
net's Field,  with  his  regiment  of  900  men,  and  the  remain- 
ing 800  batteau-men,  when  the  deferters  brought  him  the 
news  of  the  fiege.  Upon  the  receipt  of  which,  he  made  a 
forced  inarch  to  the  Oneida  Carrying-Place  ;  where  he  im- 
mediately 
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mediately  felled  trees  into  the  Wood  Creek,  to  prevent  the 
approach  of  the  enemy.* 

Thefe,  my  Lord,  were  great  overfights  :  but  the  lofs  of 
Gfwego  mull  principally  be  afcribed  to  a  more  diftant  caufe, 
to  a  junto,  who  have  all  along  embarraffed  every  part  of 
his  Majefty's  fervice  on  the  Lake  Ontario.  By  their  mif- 
reprefentations,  the  public  has  been  drawn  into  a  depend- 
ence upon  the  Six  Nations,  merely  to  exalt  Sir  William 
Johnfon  :  and  that  nothing  might  be  wanting  to  procure 
a  change  in  the  command  of  the  army,  and  deftroy  all  con- 
fidence in  Shirley's  judgment,  Ofwego,  the  great  object  of 
his  attention,  has  been  flighted  as  an  uneffential  poll  ;  and 
the  reduction  of  St.  Frederick  reprefented  as  a  point  of  far 
fuperior'  moment,   i 

My  Lord,  by  thefe  intrigues  our  country  bleeds.  Of- 
wego is  loft  ;  loft,  perhaps,  for  ever,  with  the  naval  arm- 
ament, above  lixty  pieces  of  ordnance,  and  a  rich  fupply 
of  ftores  and  provifions,  laid  in  at  a  vail  expenfe,  for  fev- 
eral  thoufand  men,  during  the  whole  campaign.  Would 
to  God  this  was  all,  and  we  had  nothing  worie  to  appre- 
hend !  Our  fur  trade,  which  has  long  been  the  principal 
object  of  the  national  attention,  and  the  fupport  of  our 
frontier  city  of  Albany,  is  at  an  end.  The  French  can 
now,  with  the  utmoft  facility,  fecure  the  inland  country, 
and  confine  us  to  the  very  brinks  of  the  ocean  :  a  free 
communication  is  opened  between  Canada  and  Louifiana  ; 
and  all  our  intercourfe  with  the  Indians  totally  refcinded. 
The  enemy,  on  the  other  hand,  may,  without  oppofition 
or  reftraint,  render  thefe  innumerable  tribes  of  favages 
their  allies  and  dependants.  The  Six  Nations  are  more 
wavering  than  ever  :  and  Ihould  they  no  longer  think  it 
expedient  to  preferve  their  neutrality,  the  whole  continent 
muft  inevitably  become  a  field  of  blood.  Whatever  may 
I  be  thought  of  thefe  colonies,  which  of  late  have  been  mag- 
nified 

*  The  French  were  equally  apprehenfrve  of  his  advancing  towards 
them,  or  of  our  attempting  to  rebuild  Ofwego  :  and  very  prudently  im- 
proving the  prefent  advantage,  began  where  General  Webb  left  off,  and 
continued  the  obftruclion  quite  down  to  the  entrance  into  the  Oneida 
Lake  ;  which  renders  it  impoffible  to  pafs  through  the  Wood  Creek,  40 
miles  in  length.  General  Webb,  not  long  after,  abandoned  the  Carry- 
ing-Place, after  burning  down  the  forts,  much  to  the  diftatisfaclion  of 
the  Indians. 
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nified  for  their  numbers  and  opulence,  I  do  affure  your 
Lordfhip,  that  a  fhort  war  will  effectually  exhauft  them. 
Their  fettlements  are  (battered  ;  their  frontiers  extenfive  ; 
the  inhabitants  but  few,  generally  in  very  moderate  cir- 
cumftances,  and  ftill  luxurious,  and  without  refources. 
The  irruption  of  a  few  Indians  into  Pennfylvania  had  al- 
ready occalioned  the  lofs  of  feveral  hundred  fouls,  and  the 
defolation  of  near  two  thoufand  farms.  The  frontiers  of 
the  neighbouring  colonies  are  equally  defencelefs  ;  and  the 
power  of  the  native  favages,  at  prefent  in  the  French  in- 
tereft, is  of  itfelf  fuflicient,  by  flow,  but  inevitable  means* 
to  reduce  us  to  extreme  beggary  and  diftrefs. 

Thus,  my  Lord,  I  have  fmifhed  the  relation  of  what 
has  hitherto  been  tranfacted  in  America.  I  have  not  only 
prefented  you  with  a  feries  of  the  moll  interefling  events, 
but  brought  your  Lordfhip  acquainted  with  the  charac- 
ters and  defigns  of  the  principal  agents  in  our  political  af- 
fairs. If  I  have  erred,  I  am  perfuaded  it  is  not  in  any  ar-. 
tide  of  importance,  nor  purpofely  in  the  minuteft.  Ev- 
ery line  of  this  letter  hath  been  penned  with  the  moil 
facred  veneration  for  truth,  and  a  mind  equally  unbiaffed 
by  refentment  or  affe&ion.  For  obtaining  an  intimate  ac- 
quaintance with  the  matters  rehearfed,  few  in  the  colonies 
have  had  fuperior  advantages  :  nor  in  collecting  proper 
materials,  has  any  one  been  more  afliduous.  Add  to  this, 
that  I  had  no  other  intereft  in  the  public  meafures,  than 
the  intereft  of  every  man  on  the  continent.  I  am  uncon- 
nected with  all  parties  ;  neither  enjoying  any  poft  myfelf, 
nor  Handing  in  the  leait  relation  to  a  fingle  officer  in  the 
army.  The  love  of  my  country  was  the  fole  fpring  of 
my  curiofity  ;  and  fo  far,  indeed,  I  was  not  an  unconcern- 
ed fpectator  of  the  public  tranla6tions.  If  I  have  made 
honourable  mention  of  General  Shirley,  it  was  owing  to 
my  approbation  of  his  fchemes,  as  conducive  to  the  com- 
mon weal  of  the  Britifh  plantations  :  and  if  my  judgment 
was  in  this  regard  erroneous,  I  have  the  pleafure  to  find 
myfelf  in  very  refpeclable  company.  Except  New- York,, 
or  rather  a  prevailing  faction  there,  all  the  colonies  hold 
him  in  very  high  efteem.  Some  have  made  public  declar- 
ations of  their  fenfe  of  his  great  merit  ;  and  that  too,  at  a 
time  when  he  appeared  descending  from  his  meridian  of 

glory. 
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glory.     But  he  needed  no  other  than  the  teftimonials  of 
his  own  province  ;  for  he,  my  Lord,  whofe  conduct  is  ap- 
proved by  the  people  of  the  Maffachufetts-Bay,  muft  be  dif- 
tinguifhed  both  for  his  abilities  and  his  virtue.     They  are 
too  numerous  and  wife  to  be  deceived,  too  free  and  inde- 
pendent to  be  driven.     An  undue  influence  can  never  be 
obtained  by  the  Governor  of  a  colony,  who  has  neither 
power  nor  places  to  beftow.     Their  affemblies  are  annual  ; 
the  members  elected  by  ballot,  in  number  near  two  hun- 
dred.    The  council,  or  middle  .eftate*  chofen  yearly  by  the 
affembly  :  and  as  all  the  offices  are  elective,  not  a  man  in 
the  province  is  dependent  on  the  fmiles  or  the  frowns  of 
the  King's  reprefentative  :  and  yet  fo  wife,  free,  and  loyal 
a  people  have  approved  his  judgment  ;•  confided  in  his  in- 
tegrity ;  teftified  in  his  favour  ;  and  publicly  lamented  his 
departure  from  the  continent.     I  would  by  no  means,  my 
Lord,  be  underftood,  by  thefe  favourable  fentiments  of 
Shirley,  to  difparage  his  noble  fucceffor  in  the  command. 
He  yet  has  not,  at  leaft  he  deferves  not  to  have,  a  finglc 
enemy  amongft  us  :    and  I  hope  it  will  ferve  the  purpofes 
of  no  man  to  be  his  enemy.     I  could  only  have  wifhed, 
that,  at  this  critical  juncture,  a  gentleman  fo  thoroughly 
verfed  in  American  affairs,  had  been  continued  in  America 
for  his  Lordfhip's  affiftance.     We  have  to  contend  with  a 
fubtle,  enterprifing  foe  ;    a  foe,  rapacious,  martial,  and 
bloody,  committing   murders,  rather  than  waging  war. 
Though  the  French  colony  contains,  perhaps,  not  30,000 
men  capable  to  bear  arms  5  yet  thefe  are  all  under  the  def- 
potic   command   and  fole   direction  of  their    Governor- 
General  ;    and  experience  teaches  us,  that,  in  fpite  of  our 
navy,  they  may  be  annually  reinforced.     The  ilrength  of 
our  colonies,  on  the  other  hand,  is  divided  ;  and  the  con- 
currence of  all  neceffary  both  for  Supplies   of  men  and 
money.     Jealous  are  they  of  each  other  ;    fome  ill  consti- 
tuted ;    others  fhaken  with  inteftine  divifrons,  and,  if  I 
!  may  be  allowed  the  expreffion,  parfimonious.  even  to  prod- 
igality.    Our  affemblies  are  diffident  of  their  Governors  ; 
Governors  defpife  their  affemblies,  and  both  mutually  mif- 
reprefent  each  other  to  the  Court  of  Great-Britain.     Mili- 
tary meafures  demand  fecrecy  and  difpatch  :  but  while  the 
Colonies  remain  divided,  and  nothing  can  be  transacted  but 
X         \y0l.  vii.]  with 
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with  their  univerfal  afTent,  it  is  impoffrble  to  maintain  the 
one,  or  proceed  with  the  other.  Without  a  general  con- 
ititution  for  warlike  operations,  we  can  neither  plan  nor 
execute.  We  have  a  common  intereft,  and  muft  have  a? 
common  council ;  one  head  and  one  purfe.  The  French  fer- 
vice  is  unexpofed  to  thofe  embarraftments  \  and  hence 
they  project  without  difcovery  ;  and  we  fcarce  collect  their 
defigns,  before  we  are  attacked  and  defeated.  Hitherto 
they  have  profecuted  the  war  with  fuperior  advantage  ; 
and  yet  the  militia  of  the  province  of  the  Mafiachufetts- 
Bay  alone,  undoubtedly  exceeds,  by  fome  thoufands,  all 
the  troops  of  Canada.  Since  the  commencement  of  the 
prefent  hoftilities,  his  Majefty  has  loft  above  3000  loyal  fub- 
jech  :  and  as  all  the  Indians  are  at  the  devotion  of  the 
French,  and  Ofwego  is  now  loft,  many  thoufand  farms, 
before  the  opening  of  the  next  fpring,  will  probably  be 
abandoned  ;  and  the  interior  fettlements  deluged  with  the 
innocent  blood  of  all  ages  and  fexes.  Indeed,  my  Lord,  it 
is  not  beneath  the  moft  elevated  ftation,  to  indulge  the  be- 
nevolent feelings  of  humanity  ;  nor,  retiring  awhile  from 
the  pomp  and  gaiety  that  fur  rounds  you,  to  fhed  a  pitying 
tear  over  families  inhumanly  bereft  of  their  fubftance,  or 
more  inhumanlv  flau  entered  in  their  beds.     It  is  a  celebrat- 

*  o 

ad  faying,  and  does  honour  to  human  nature,  "  Homo 
mm,  et  nihil  humanum  a  me  alienum  puto.M 

What  the  prefent  or,  the  next  campaign  will  bring  forth, 
is  known  only  to  the  Omnifcient  Governor  of  the  uni- 
verfe.  The  colonies  are  nearly  exhaufted,  and  their  funds 
already  anticipated  by  expenfive,  unexecuted  projects  :  and 
whether  they  will  ftill  continue  their  efforts,  or  reftgn  to  a 
liftlefs  defpair,  is  uncertain.  I  fear  the  worft  ;  and  yet  you 
know,  my  Lord,  I  am  not  of  a  melancholy  caft.  There  is 
too  much  reafon  for  general  concern  :  and  I  venture  to. 
predict,  what  every  judicious  perfon  forefees,  that  unlefs 
fome  fuccefsful  blow  is  ftruck,  and  fpeedily  ftruck,  at  the 
power  of  France,  Britain  muft  inevitably  lofe  her  poffeffions 
in  America  :  An  event,  my  Lord,  of  the  moft  tremendous 
confequence  to  us,  to  you,  to  the  Proteftant  religion,  to 
the  peace  of  Europe  ;  yes,  and  to  the  peace  and  happinefs 
of  all  mankind. 

Hitherto  we  have  wafted  our  ftrength  in  lopping  off 

branches. 
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branches,  when  the  axe  mould  have  been  laid  to  the  root 
of  the  tree.  Canada,  my  Lord,  Canada  mull  be  demolish- 
ed. Delenda  ell  Carthago,  or  we  are  undone.  Strength 
feificient  have  we  left,  with  proper  afiiftance,  for  a  decifive 
ftruggle  :  but  a  lingering  confumption  will  infallibly,  ener- 
vate and  deftroy.  France  has  been,  ever  can,  and  will  be 
annually,  throwing  over  frelh  troops  into  her  colony,  in 
defiance  of  our  great  maritime  force  :  and  mould  peace  en- 
fue,  even  before  our  ruin  is  completed,  what  will  be  the 
ftate  of  thefe  provinces  upon  the  next  rupture  between  the 
two  crowns,  when  the  frontier  country  is  filled  with  our 
enemies  ?  As  you  therefore  value,  my  noble  Lord,  the 
caufe  of  Liberty  ;  the  glory  of  the  Britifh  name  ;  the  hon- 
our and  dignity  of  the  beft  of  Kings  ;  and  the  prefervation 
of  thefe  colonies  from  bloody  carnage  and  total  ruin  ;  ex- 
ert, I  befeech  you,  exert  your  influence,  to  extirpate  this 
brood  of  French  favages  from  the  face  of  the  continent.  In 
a  fcheme  fo  decifive,  and  in  no  other,  will  the  provinces 
heartily  unite  ;  and  if  well  concerted,  and  our  unfortified 
fea-coafts  at  the  fame  time  fufficiently  protected,  it  will 
doubtlefs  fucceed  ;  humble  the  pride  of  France  ;  and  clofe 
the  prefent  war  with  a  lafting  and  honourable  peace. 

I  am,  my  Lord, 
with  the  profoundeft  refpecl, 

your  Lordfhip's  moft  obliged 

and  obedient  fervant. 
New-York,  Sept.  20,  1756. 

A  Description  of  Wiscasset,  and  of  the  River 
Sheepscot.  By  Rev.  Alden  Bradford,  Minister 
at  Wiscasset,  S.  H.  S. 

JUDGE  Sullivan,  in  his  Hiftory  of  the  Diftrift  of 
Maine,  Dr.  Morfe,  in  his  Gazetteer  and  Geography, 
and  the  Due  de  Liancourt,  in  his  volume  of  travels  through 
the  United  States  and  Canada,  have  given  fome  account 
of  WifcafTet.  But  they  are  very  partial,  and  in  fome  in- 
ftances  erroneous  in  their  ftatements  ;  and  a  particular  and 
accurate  defcription  of  this  place  and  river,  though  confid- 
erably  celebrated  for  the  nautical  enterprise  of  the  inhab- 
itants, 
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itants,  and  for  its  great  advantages  with  refpect  to  naviga- 
tion, has  never  yet  been  publifhed. 

Wifcaffet  is  fituated  on  the  weftern  branch  of  Sheepfcot 
river,  about  twenty  miles  from  the  ifland  of  Seguin  \* 
which  lies  two  miles  off  the  neck,  or  point  of  land  that 
feparates  the  entrances  into  the  rivers  Kennebec  and  Sheep- 
fcot. The  mouth  of  Kennebec  is  very  narrow  ;  only 
about  half  a  mile  ;  and  the  current  exceedingly  rapid. 
But  the  entrance  into  Sheepfcot,  for  feven  or  eight  miles 
above  Seguin,  prefents  the  appearance  of  a  large  bay. 
The  width  gradually  leffens.  But  even  at  the  diftance 
from  its  mouth,  juft  mentioned,  it  is  two  miles  and  up- 
wards. Five  miles  below  Wifcaffet,  the  river  becomes 
much  more  confined,  and  the  banks  are  high.  In  feme 
places,  it  is  little  more  than  half  a  mile.  The  water  is 
very  deep,  generally  from  fifteen  to  twenty  fathoms. 

In  one  place,  a  mile  below  Wifcaffet,  where  the  river  is 
only  about  one  hundred  rods  wide,  there  are  not  more  than 
eleven  fathoms.  There  is  not  lefs  water  in  any  place  in 
the  river,  below  this  fettlement :  and  it  is  navigable  for  the 
largeft  mips  with  perfect  fafety,  as  high  as  this  place.  In 
the  year  1775,  two  Britifh  men  of  war  came  up  the  river 
oppoiite  the  town.  And  merchant  fhips  of  more  than 
five  hundred  tons  are  owned  here  ;  which  lay  afleet  at  low 
water,  when  loaded,  at  fome  of  the  wharves. 

Againft  the  compact  part  of  the  town,  and  for  a  fhort 
diftance  above  and  below,  the  river  is  nearly  a  mile  wide. 
The  navigation  is  rather  difficult  for  large  veffels  above  this 
place.  But  thofe  of  an  hundred  tons  may  fafely  afcend 
about  four  miles  higher  up  the  river,  to  New-Caftle.  Here 
is  a  fall  of  water,  which  prevents  any  other  craft  than  boats 
to  proceed  farther  into  the  country.  The  tide-water  con- 
tinues yet  five  miles  higher,  where  the  river  is  very  final], 
and  fit  only  for  the  buiinefs  of  mills  ;  feveral  of  which  are 
here  advantageoufly  fituated. 

Over  the  river,  half  a  mile  above  the  fall,  there  is  a  toll 
bridge,  built  in  1795,  which  is  fix  hundred  feet  in  length. 

The  land,  where  is  the  compact  and  mercantile  part  of 
the  town,  approaches  to  a  point  ;  or,  is  rather  two  fides  of 
a  parallellogram  ;  the  longeft  of  which  is  the  bank  of  the 

river, 

*  This  ifland  is  in  lat.  43.  52.  long.  68. 
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river,  lying  about  N.  by  E.  and  S.  by  W. ;  and  the  ftiorteft 
fide,  the  margin  of  a  fmall  bay,  or  inlet,  which,  on  the  fouth 
of  the  fettlement,  encroaches  on  the  main  about  one  hun- 
dred and  forty  rods,  for  the  diftance  of  three  fourths  of  a 
mile. 

The  courfe  of  the  river,  from  its  mouth,  both  above  and 
below  Wifcafiet,  is  nearly  N.  by  E.  But  in  fome  places, 
for  fhort  diftances,  it  varies  from  this  direction.  A  little 
below  Wifcafiet  point,  it  is  diverted  from  its  general  courfe 
to  a  N.  W.  one,  where  the  bed  of  the  river  is  narrow  ;  but 
foon  again  continues  its  ufual  cUre&iom 

On  the  weft  fide  of  Sheepfcot  river,  near  its  mouth,  is 
Parker's  ifland.  This  is  in  Georgetown  ;  and  extends  a 
few  miles,  when  the  ifland  of  Jeremyfquam  continues  to 
bound  this  fhore  of  the  river,  within  a  mile  of  Wifcafiet 
point.  This  ifland  extends  about  twelve  miles  in  length, 
and  is  in  fome  places  a  mile  and  a  half ;  but  generally  from 
one  to  half  a  mile  wide.  The  weftern  fide  of  this  ifland  is 
feparated  from  the  fouthern  part  of  Wifcahet,  and  from  a 
part  of  "Woolwich,  (which  is  adjoining  Wifcafiet  on  the 
S.  W.)  by  a  crofs  river  running  from  Sheepfcot,  and  fall- 
ing into  the  Kennebec  oppofite  to  Bath,  about  eight  miles 
from  its  mouth.  This  crofs  river  meets  the  Sheepfcot 
about  a  mile  fouth  of  Wifcafiet  point,  where  the  courfe  of 
this  latter  river,  for  a  fhort  diftance,  makes  a  right  angle 
with  its  general  direction  ;  and  thus  a  bay  is  formed  of 
about  two  miles  by  one  ;  which  is  very  convenient  and 
pleafant. 

The  crofs  river  communicating  with  Kennebec,  is  a 
great  advantage  to  Wifcafiet.  Lumber  of  all  kinds  is 
brought  here  from  various  parts  of  the  Kennebec,  and 
from  Amarifcoggin.  Veflels  of  feventy  and  eighty  tons 
pafs  through  this  crofs  river  loaded.  And  a  new  light  fhip 
of  400  tons  has  been  carried  through  here,  by  taking  ad* 
vantage  of  the  ticle  and  current,  which,  in  fome  places, 
where  the  river  is  narrow,  is  very  rapid. 

Belide  the  great  depth,  and  the  comparative  ftilnefs  of 
I  the  water  in  Sueepfcot,  there  is  another  advantage  for  nav- 
igation, which  it  has  over  moft  other  rivers  in  the  Diftricl 
of  Maine  :  It  is  feldom  obftructed  by  ice  in  the  coldeft  and 
longeft  winters.     It  has  fometimes  been  known  to  be 

frozen  ? 
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frozen,  for  one  or  two  days,  about  half  the  diftance  from 
the  Point,  where  is  the  loweft  wharf,  to  the  narrows  ;  that 
is,  half  a  mile.  But  even  then,  the  ice  was  eafily  remov- 
ed. And  below  this,  it  never  freezes.  Only  once  in  fix 
years,  though  there  have  been  feveral  very  fevere  winters 
in  this  period,  has  the  river  been  frozen  as  low  as  the 
Point,  and  then  it  continued  only  about  twenty-four  hours. 
A  little  higher,  at  the  moil  northern  wharves,  the  ice  is 
often  entirely  acrofs  the  river,  and  fometimes  continues 
feveral  days. 

The  water  here  flows  and  ebbs  from  ten  to  fifteen  feet  ; 
generally  about  twelve  ;  which  is  nearly  the  fame  as  at 
Bofton.  And  it  is  remarkable,  that  at  Portfmouth,  Port* 
land,  and  other  places  between  this  and  Bofton,  the  tide 
flows  lefs  than  in  thefe  two  harbours. 

There  are  ten  confiderable  wharves  in  this  place,  one  of 
which  is  550  feet  in  length.  It  is  about  eighty  rods  high- 
er up  the  river  than  that  at  the  Point,  which  is  adjoining 
the  channel  of  the  river.  The  long  wharf  alfo  runs  off  to 
the  edge  of  the  channel  ;  fo  that  very  large  veffels,  laden, 
are  afleet  at  thefe,  when  the  water  is  the  loweft. 

The  compact  part  of  the  town  confifts  of  about  one 
hundred  and  thirty  dwelling-houfes  ;  fome  of  which  are 
large  and  elegant.  The  ftores  are  numerous  ;  and  fome 
of  them  fpacious,  and  ornamental  to  the  town.  There 
are  four  ftreets  running  parallel  with  the  river,  diftant 
from  one  another  about  twelve  rods.  Thefe  are  interfeel: 
ed  at  right  angles,  about  eighty  rods  north  of  the  Point, 
by  a  ftreet  1 40  feet  wide,  pafling  down  a  gentle  defcent 
by  the  meeting  and  court  houfes,  (which  are  handfome 
buildings,)  in  almoft  a  ftraight  courfe  to  the  head  of  the 
long  wharf.  This  is  the  main  ftreet  leading  into  the  vil- 
lage from  the  W.  and  N.  W.  The  ftreet  leading  out  of 
town  to  the  eaftward  is  the  continuation  of  the  thirds 
which  is  parallel  with  the  river.  It  leaves  the  main  ftreet 
about  fifty  rods  from  the  river,  and  its  courfe  is  ftraight 
for  three  quarters  of  a  mile,  when  it  winds  to  the  N.  E. 

On  the  eaft  iide  of  the  river,  oppofite  to  Wifcaflet,  is 
the  town  of  Edgecombe.     The  ifland  of  Jeremyfquam, 
which  lies  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  Sheepfcot  below  Wifcaf. 
kt}  and  as  high  up  as  the  narrows,  before  mentioned,  be- 
longs 
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longs  to  this  town,  and  not  to  Woolwich,  as  Judge  Sulli- 
van afferts  in  his  Hiftory  of  Maine. 

What  is  now  Pownalborough,  (for  Wifcaffet*  is  the  In- 
dian name  of  the  Point  only,  though  the  village  is  gener- 
ally k^own  by  this  name,)  is  bounded  N.  and  N.  by  E.  by 
New-Milford,  which  was  incorporated  in  1793  :  It  was  be* 
fore  called  the  north,  parifb  of  Pownalborough  :  On  the 
N.  W.  by  Drefden,  lying  on  the  eaftern  bank  of  Kenne- 
bec, which  was  fet  off  from  this  town  at  the  fame  time 
with  New-Milford  :  On  the  W.  and  S.  W.  it  is  feparated 
from  Woolwich  by  a  fmall  ftream  called  Monfeag,  up 
which  the  tide  flows  fome  diftance,  from  the  crofs  river, 
leading  into  Kennebec  :  And  the  water  of  this  crofs  river 
waflies  the  fouth  part  of  Pownalborough. 

The  town  extends  nearly  eight  miles  from  S,  by  W.  to 
N.  by  E.  ;  and  is  four  miles  in  the  oppolite  directions.  It 
contains  about  three  hundred  and  fifty  families,  and  two. 
thoufand  inhabitants  ;  tv/o  thirds  of  which  are  in  the  vil- 
lage at  the  Point.  Nearly  half  the  town  is  cleared  ;  and 
there  are  fome  very  good  farms.  But  the  land  in  general 
is  too  clayey  to  be  profitable  for  tilling.  For  grafs,  it  is 
very  good. 

A  great  part  of  the  land  on  the  fea  coaft,  and  within 
twenty  miles  of  it,  in  the  Diftricl:  of  Maine,  contains  a 
large  proportion  of  clay  ;t  and  while  every  man  poffeffes 
an  extenfive  farm,  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  the  clayey 
lands  will  produce  much  befide  grafs,  barley,  and  potatoes  j 
as  they  cannot  afford  to  mix  with  it  a  fufficient  quantity 
of  fand  and  manure  to  render  it  fuitable  for  the  profitable 
[  culture  of  corn  and  grain  in  general.  But  when  they 
fliall  be  contented  to  hold  and  cultivate  lefs  land,  and  fhall 
learn  to  mix  fand  or  fliells  with  the  clay,  it  will  produce 
all  kinds  of  roots,  grain  and  fruits  in  the  greateft  plenty. 
For  it  has  been  found  that  clayey  lands  are  the  beft  for 
:  gardens,  when  prepared  by  a  mixture  of  fand  and  manure. 

The  land  farther  from  the  fea  coaft,  and  for  a  great  dif- 
tance into  the  country,  and  parallel  to  the  ocean,  is  of  a  very 
fuperior  quality.     It  is  generally  of  fche  richeft  loam,  and 

produces 

-"•  ■ ■   '     t    '  —         ■ ■ 7 

*  Formerly  it  was  pronounced.  Wifiaczfkt.  hy.  the.  Indians. }-  ancLis 

iaid  to  mean  the  confluence  o£  three  waters  or  rivers, 
t  There  are  fome  exceptions  to  this  general  remark, . 
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produces  all  kinds  of  grain  as  abundantly  as  any  part  of 
New-England.  And  it  is  fettling  and  improving  in  a  moft 
rapid  manner. 

There  are  a  few  good  orchards  in  Pownalborough.  But 
the  cultivation  of  the  apple  tree  is  too  much  neglected. 
The  common  red  cherry  is  found  here  in  great  abundance. 
There  are  alfo  fome  plumb  trees.  And  the  pear  undoubt- 
edly might  be  fuccefsfully  cultivated  ;  for  it  is  generally 
found  on  clayey  ground.  A  few  peach  trees  have  been 
raifed  in  this  and  the  neighbouring  towns.  But  the  gen- 
eral opinion  is,  that  this  fruit  will  not  grow  in  this  part 
of  the  country.  This,  however,  is  a  miftaken  idea  ;  and 
adopted  probably  to  excufe  the  negligence  of  the  people* 
If  particular  fpots  were  chofen,  lying  to  the  fouth,  and  of 
a  light  or  loamy  foil,  no  doubt  they  would  fucceed.  Gen- 
eral Knox,  who  lives  about  thirty  miles  eaftward  of  this" 
place,  has  in  his  garden  a  great  number  of  peach  and  apri* 
cot  trees  of  two  and  three  years  growth  ;  and  they  look 
as  flourilhing  and  vigorous  as  thofe  in  the  vicinity  of 
Bofton. 

Currants,  rafberrieS,  goofeberries  and  ftrawberries  grow 
here,  and  in  moil  parts  of  the  country,  in  great  abun- 
dance. And  there  is  a  fruit  called  the  moofe  plumb, 
nearly  as  large  as  the  apricot,  natural  to  the  climate,  which 
would  probably  be  much  better,  if  carefully  cultivated. 

The  wood  is  chiefly  ever-green,  fuch  as  the  fir,  fpruce, 
hemlock,  white  pine,  and  yellow,  or  Norway  pine.  There 
is  alfo  a  confiderabie'  proportion  of  maple,  of  different 
kinds,  of  birch  and  beech.  In  the  adjoining  towns,  there 
is  a  great  quantity  of  oak. 

The  extremes  of  heat  and  cold  in  this  place  do  not  dif- 
fer much  from  Bofton.*  There  are  not  fo  many  very 
warm  days  here  in  fummer,  as  in  the  vicinity  of  Bofton, 
but  fome  when  the  mercury  rifes  as  high  within  two  or 
three  degrees.  And  in  winter,  the  mercury  has  been 
found  not  to  be  more  than  two  degrees  lower  ;  but  yet 
there  is  more  cold  weather  here  during  the  winter. 

Pownalborough  was  incorporated  in    1760,   the  fame 
year  that  the  county  of  Lincoln  was  feparated  from  Cum- 
berland: 

*  Dr.  Morfe  is  miftaken,  when  he  fays  that  the  heat  here  is  greater 
than  at  Bofton. 
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berland  :  and  it  owes  its  name  "  to  the  pride  of  Governor 
Pownal." 

There  were  fome  fettlements  made  in  this  vicinity,  as 
early  as  the  year  1661.  One  Walter  Phillips  purchafed 
land  at  that  time  of  fome  Indian  chiefs,  and  lived  fever al 
years  on  the  weftern  banks  of  Damarifcotta  river,  now 
within  the  town  of  New-Caftle,  which  lies  above  WifcaiTet. 
Between  this  period  and  1680,  there  were  many  families 
in  this  vicinity  ;  the  greater  part  of  them  on  the  eaftern 
banks  of  Sheepfcot  in  New-Caftle.  The  inhabitants  were 
moftly  Dutch  ;  and  were  under  the  government  of  New- 
York  and  Hudfon's  River.  They  were  driven  off  by  the 
Indians,  in  1680. 

About  this  time,  there  were  a  few  families  at  WifcaiTet. 
One  George  Davie  fettled  here  in  1663.  It  is  faid  he 
lived  about  half  a  mile  north  of  the  Point,  on  an  eminence, 
fifty  rods  from  the  river.  A  brother  of  his,  and  two  oth- 
ers, lived  here  at  the  fame  period.  But  they  all  fled  in 
1680.  The  widow  of  one  of  thefe  Davies  died  in  New- 
ton, near  Bofton,  in  1752,  aged  116.  There  is  a  por- 
trait of  her  in  the  room  of  the  Hiftorical  Society. 

George  Davie  had  alfo  purchafed  a  large  tract  of  land 
of  fome  Indians.  "  This  came  by  inheritance  and 'trans- 
fer to  a  number  of  wealthy  men,  who,  in  1734,  affociated 
under  the  name  of  the  Bofton  company.  WifcaiTet  Point 
is  in  this  tract,." 

"  The  fettlements  begun  again  by  one  Robert  Hooper, 
in  1730.  Foye  and  Lambert  came  in  '34.  And  the  pro- 
prietors foon  after  lotted  out  the  lands  for  Settlement."  * 
Hooper  lived  fome  time  by  the  iide  of  a  large  rock,  a  little 
South  of  Main-ftreet,  and  about  three  rods  from  the  river, 
where  now  ftands  the  houfe  of  Jeremiah  Dalton.f 

A  few  years  after  this,  fome  families  fettled  on  the  crofs 
river,  about  two  miles  from  WifcaiTet  Point ;  the  names  of 
which  were  Boynton,  Taylor,  Young,  and  Chapman.  And 
in  1745,  one  Hilton  from  Dover,  New-Ham pfhire,  Set 
down  by  Monfeag  river,  which  feparates  Woolwich  from 

Pownalborough . 

*  Sullivan's  Hiftory  of  the  DiftricT:  of  Maine. 

•f  A  daughter  of  Hooper,  Mrs.  Taylor,  is  now  living  in. Pownalbor- 
ough.    She  was  nine  months  old  when  flie  was  brought  to  the  place. 
Y  IVol  vii.] 
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Pownalborough.  But  they  were  kept  in  continual  fear 
by  the  Indians  ;  and  frequently  were  obliged  to  fhelter 
themfelves  in  the  fort,  which  flood  at  the  Point.  Hilton 
was  killed  by  the  Indians  ;  and  his  oldeft  fon,  now  living 
in  this  town,  was  taken  and  carried  to  Canada  ;  but  re- 
turned the  year  after.  A  captain  Williamfon,  who  died 
here  in  1798,  aged  80,  was  alfo  taken  and  carried  to  Que- 
bec, but  was  foon  releafed. 

The  poft  road  from  Bofton  to  St.  George's  river  and 
Penobfcot  pafles  through  this  town.  And  a  poft-office  has 
been  eftablifhed  here  eleven  years.  The  mail  arrives  twice 
a  week  from  Bofton  ;  twice  from  Hallowell  by  a  crofs 
poft,  and  twice  from  the  eaftward. 

Wifcaffet  is  a  port  of  entry  and  delivery.  And  there 
are  owned  here  nearly  thirty  fquare-rigged  veffels  ;  fome 
of  them  very  large.  They  amount  to  about  1 0,000  tons. 
They  are  lately  chiefly  employed  in  the  Weft -India  trade. 
Until  within  a  few  years,  the  merchants  fent  all  their  large 
veffels  to  England  and  Scotland  with  lumber.  And  fome 
ftill  purfue  the  fame  line  of  bufinefs.  But  the  other  is 
found  to  be  more  profitable.  For  the  laft  three  years,  the 
merchants  have  added  greatly  to  their  property  by  trading 
to  the  Iflands. 

Wifcaffet  is  juftly  confidered  a  very  healthy  fituation  ; 
and  this  is  alio  true  of  moft  other  towns  in  the  Diftricl:  of 
Maine.  More  perfons  die  of  confumption,  than  of  any 
other  difeafe.  And  this  is  moft  probably  owing  to  the  too 
frequent  ufe  of  fpirit  and  tea.  A  great  proportion  of  the 
common  people  are  intemperate  in  the  ufe  of  fpirituous 
liquors  ;  and  often  drink  tea  twice  a  day  ;  which  muft  be 
very  injurious  to  the  conftitution.  If  they  could  be  per- 
fuaded  to  reform  in  thefe  refpecls,  they  would  preferve 
both  their  health  and  their  property. 

For  the  laft  fix  years,  the  deaths,  on  an  average,  have 
been  13  a  year.  The  births  annually  are  upwards  of  60. 
And  very  few  die  in  infancy.  And  if  children  were  right- 
ly managed  from  the  time  of  their  birth  ;  if  they  were 
ufed  to  frequent  cold  warnings  and  to  the  frefh  air,  and 
were  kept  cleanly,  it  would  be  very  rare  that  any  of  them 
die,  except  by  fome  malignant,  contagious  difeafe. 

Several   of  the   inhabitants  of  this  place   were  from 

England, 
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England,  Scotland,  or  Ireland  ;  fome  of  whom  were  Epif- 
copalians,  and  fome  Prefbyterians  ;  but  they  are  all  happily 
united  with  the  reft  of  the  people,  who  form  a  Congrega- 
tional  Society.  The  Rev.  Thomas  Moore  was  the  firft  or- 
dained minifter.     He  was  fettled  in  1773. 

Wifcaflet  is  the  principal  fliire  town  in  the  County  of 
Lincoln.  The  Court  of  Pleas  fets  here  once,  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Court  once,  and  the  Federal  DiftricT:  Court  twice, 
a  year. 

'        ■■' — — —  1      ■       — a— — —a— aai  ■■>■■  miiiini  ■ ^   m\      n        ir- 

WlTHAM     MaRSHe's     JOURNAL     OF     THE     TREATY     HELD 

with  the  Six  Nations  by  the  Commissioners  of 
Maryland,  and  other  Provinces,  at  Lancaster, 
in  Pennsylvania,  June,  1744. 

Saturday,  June  the  i6th,  1744. 

THIS  day  the  Hon.  Edmund  Jenings,  and  the  Hon, 
Philip  Thomas,  Efqrs.  of  the  council  of  ftate  in  Mary- 
land, having  heretofore  been  appointed  (by  a  fpecial  power 
from  his  Excellency  Thomas  Bladen,  Efq.  Governor,  un- 
der his  hand,  and  the  feal  of  that  province)  commiffioners 
for  treating  with  the  Six  Nations  of  Indians,  on  behalf  of 
the  province,  concerning  fome  lands  claimed  by  them,  and 
to  renew  all  former  treaties  betwixt  the  Six  Nations  and 
this  government,  agreed  to  proceed  on  their  embafly. 

I  was  required  by  them  to  ftay  at  Annapolis,  and  receive 
the  bills  of  exchange  (to  defray  our  expenfes)  from  Mr. 
Rofs,  clerk  of  the  council  ;  and,  after  receiving  the  bills 
on  Sunday,  P.  M.  I  went  to  Mr.  Thomas's,  where  I  lodged 
that  night. 

Sunday ,  ijth.  Mr.  Commiffioner  Jenings  went  over 
Chefapeake  Bay,  as  alfo  did  Mr.  Benedict  Calvert,  who  ac- 
companied him  to  the  treaty. 

Monday ',  June  iSth9  1744. 
Breakfafted  at  Mr.  Thomas's  about  8  o'clock  this  morn- 
ing, and  foon  after  fet  out  with  him,  and  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Craddock,  (who  accompanied  us  in  quality  of  chaplain  to 
the  Maryland  commiffioners)  for  Patapfcoe.  Arrived  at 
James  Moore's  ordinary,  at  the  head  of  Severn  river,  about 
one  o'clock,  where  we  dined  j  but  fuch  a  dinner  was  pre- 
pared 
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pared  for  us,  as  never  was  either  feen  or  cooked  in  the 
highlands  of  Scotland,  or  the  ifles  of  Orkney.  It  confifted 
of  lix  eggs  fried  with  fix  pieces  of  bacon,  with  fome  cl 
my  pone  or  Indian  bread.  But  as  hunger  knows  little  of 
cleanlinefs,  and  withal  very  impatient,  we  fell  to,  and  foon 
devoured  the  victuals.  Our  liquor  was  forry  rum,  mixed 
with  water  and  fugar,  which  bears  the  heathenrfh  name  of 
bumbo.  Of  this  we  drank  about  a  pint,  to  keep  down  the 
naufeous  eggs  and  bacon. 

P.  M.  Paid  for  our  flovenly  dinner  and  liquor,  and 
purfued  our  journey  to  Mrs.  Hughes's,  at  Patapfcoe  river, 
(over  which  {he  keeps  a  ferry)  to  whofe  houfe  we  came 
about  3  o'clock.  Here  we  refreshed  ourfelves  with  fome 
good  coffee,  and  toaft  and  butter,  which  was  ferved  to  us 
in  a  neat  and  handfome  manner  :  we  likewife  drank  a 
bottle  of  generous  wine  ;  then  paid  our  reckoning,  and 
went  over  the  river  to  Whetftone-Point,  and  from  thence 
:jded  to  William  Rogers's  ordinary  in  Baltimore 
n,  being  three  miles  diftant  from  Mrs.  Hughes's. 

Monday  evening,  in  Baltimore  County.     I  left  Mr.  Tho- 
mas and  the  Rev.  Parfon  at  the  ordinary,  and  went  to 
Mr.  Robert  North's,  where  I  fupped  with  fome  blithe  com- 
pany ;  and  from  thence  returned  to  Rogers's.     Mr.  Bour- 
dilion,  minifter  of  this  parim,  vifited  his  brother  of  the 
cloth,  and  ftaid  with  us  till  near  11  o'clock  this  night.     It 
was  with  this  gentleman  and  his  wife  that  I  came 
Maryland  on  the  ift  of  January,  1737.     She  is  niece  t 
Theodore  JaniTen,  Baronet.      When  Mr.  Bourdillon  had 
bidden  us   ban  pir,  we  retired  to  reft  our  wearied  111 
having  rode  44  long  miles  this  hot  day. 

Tuefday  Morning,  June  igtb,  1744. 
Rofe  about  5  o'clock,  and  ordered  breakfaft  to  be  got 
prefently  ;  which  was  dene.  Drank  tea.  and  then  mount- 
ed our  horfes  to  reach  Edward  Day's,  who  keeps  the  ferry 
on  this  fide  Joppa.  Came  to  his  houfe  about  1 1  o'clock, 
baited  our  felves  and  horfes,  and  then  pafTed  over  Gun- 
Powder  river  in  his  ferry-boat  to  Joppa  town. 

At  Joppa.     Refted  at  Mr.  Brown's,  who  keeps  a  brick 

ordinary.     Here  we  dined  on  a  boiled  hsm,  and  fome 

.kens  fried  with  bacon.     Drar.  ne  and  fmail 

beer, 
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beer,  and  rendered  ourfelves  fit  to  encounter  the  fatigue  of 
riding  twenty-five  miles  further  in  this  fultry  weather. 

Here  I  waited  on  the  Rev.  Hugh  Deane,  who  is  parfon  of 
this  parilh,  to  deliver  him  a  packet  of  letters,  &c.  I  received 
from  Dr.  Lyon,  at  Baltimore  town.  He  read  to  me  fome 
of  the  news,  mentioned  in  his  European  letters,  concern- 
ing the  queen  of  Hungary,  the  king  of  Fruffia,  and  the 
Lord  knows  how  many  other  potentates  ;  but  as  I  was 
-neither  politician,  nor  courtier,  I  gave  but  little  attention 
to  it.  I  underftood  Mr.  D.  had  his  inteffigei  ^e  from  his 
wife's  brother,  who  has  fome  place  in  the  gov  mment  at 
home,  or  is  in  dependance  of  favours  from  fome^,  eat  man  : 
God  help  him  ! 

After  dinner,  about  3  in  the  afternoon,  we  took  the 
route  to  Mr.  Benjamin  Chew's,  in  Cecil  county,  whofe 
houfe  is  diftant  from  Joppa  twenty-fix  miles. 

Betwixt  fix  and  feven  of  the  clock  in  the  evening,  we 
reached  Sufquehannah  lower  ferry  ;  we  tarried  fome  fmall 
time,  and  fent  our  horfes  over  it  in  a  boat  by  themfelves. 

From  hence  we  went  to  the  eaftern  fide  of  Sufquehan- 
nah, and  then  rode  to  Mr.  Chew's,  about  a  mile  and  a 
half  diftance  from  the  river. 

At  this  houfe  we  fupped  very  heartily,  for  which  our 
prieft  returned  thanks.  After  fupper  we  had  a  good  deal 
of  chat  on  various  fubjecls  ;  and  then,  very  willingly  retir- 
ed to  bed. 

Wednefday  mornings  June  20th,  1744. 

We  breakfafted  at  Mr.  Chew's,  and  then  fet  out  (with 
him)  for  Nottingham  townfhip,  which  place  we  reached  a- 
bout  a  quarter  of  an  hour  after  ten  this  morning.  We 
put  up  our  horfes  at  Thomas  Hughes's,  who  keeps  here  an 
ordinary.  He  was  an  honeft,  facetious,  and  fober  Quaker, 
a  man  of  good  plain  fenfe  and  character. 

Here  we  pu roofed  to  dine,  and  befpoke  a  dinner  accord- 
ingly, which  was  prepared  for  us  about  two  o'clock.  Here 
we  were  fhaved  by  our  friend  and  companion  Mr.  Chew, 
for  no  barber  could  be  get  in  the  whole  neighbourhood. 

I  thought  it  a  little  odd  our  friend  (who  was  a  juftice  of 
die  peace  in  his  county)  fhould  officiate  as  our  tonfor ;  but 
as  we  could  get  no  other,  he,  purely  out  of  good  nature, 
did  the  office  of  one. 

This 
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This  townfhip  is  a  large  body  of  land,  confiding  of  be- 
tween 30  and  40,000  acres.  It  lies  in  Chefter  County, 
within  the  Province  of  Pennfylvania.  It  is  chiefly  fettled 
by  Quaker  farmers,  who  ftrive  to  imitate  thofe  in  oui 
mother  country  in  every  thing.  There  have  been  greali 
difputes  between  the  prefent  Lord  Baltimore,  proprietor  01 
Maryland,  and  Meffrs.  Penns,  proprietors  of  Pennfylvania 
concerning  this  place ;  the  firft  averring  it  to  lie  within  th(| 
bounds  of  his  province  ;  and  the  others,  that  it  is  contain  j 
ed  within  theirs.  The  inhabitants  (being  Quakers)  are  del 
firous  of  living  under  the  Penns'  government,  by  reafon  o 
the  fmall  taxes  they  are  burthened  with  ;  and  more  efpe 
cially  as  in  that,  they  are  not  obliged  to  pay  any  thing  t< 
the  priefts  of  the  fteeple-houfes  ;  whereas  in  Maryland,  frl 
a  law  made  anno  1704,  every  male,  white  and  black,  anc' 
alfo  black  women,  above  the  age  of  1 6,  and  under  the  agj 
of  60,  are  obliged  to  pay  40  lb.  of  tobacco  per  poll  to  t 
incumbent  of  their  refpective  parifhes.  This  is  a  moft  ini 
quitous  tax,  and  is  a  moft  grievous  burthen  to  thofe  wh<j 
have  many  white  men  fervants,  and  a  great  many  flavesj 
which  a  great  number  of  people  have  in  Maryland. 

The  difference  between  the  proprietors  of  the  two  prov 
inces  is  likely  to  be  ended  by  the  Lord  Chancellor,  befor 
whom  a  fuit  is  depending,  brought  by  the  Penns  againJJ 
Lord  Baltimore,  for  not  {landing  to,  or  fulfilling  fom 
agreement  relating  to  the  bounds  of  both  provinces 
wherein  the  Quakers  had  been  too  fly  for  his  Lordfhip 
whereby  their  feveral  titles  may  be  drawn  in  queftion. 

Wednefday,  P.  M.     There  was  a  great  difputation  betwix 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Thomas,  and  one  Gatchell,  an  inhabitant  c 
this  place,  concerning  carnal  weapons.     The  latter  bein: 
one  of  the  followers  of  George  Fox,  ftrenuoufly  infiftedU 
that  it  was  not  lawful  to  ufe  any  offenfive  weapon  whatjl 
ever.     As  this  is  the  common  cant  of  that  fet  of  people,  i  : 
is  in  vain  to  think  of  arguing  them  out  of  it,  thoug|4 
founded  on  no  reafon. 

In  this  government  fubfifts  a  quarrel  betwixt  the  Go\ 
ernor  of  it,  and  the  Quaker  members  of  the  houfe  of  aflerr 
bly,  occafioned  by  the  latter's  not  confenting  to  a  militi 
law,  which  they  will  not  grant  for  the  defence  of  the  prov 
ince.     Who  has  the  moft  reafon  on  their  fide,  I  kno\| 

not 
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not ;  but  I  really  cannot  blame  the  Quakers  for  not  con- 
fen  ting  to  fuch  a  law,  unlefs  the  power  of  putting  it  in  exe- 
cution fliould  be  lodged  in  the  houfe  of  aflembly,  and  fuch 
i officers  to  be  appointed  by  them. 

I  At  fix  this  evening,  the  Hon.  Edmund  Jenings,  Efq. 
Col.  Thomas  Colvill,  and  Col.  Robert  King,  (being  the 
other  honourable  commiffioners  for  Maryland)  with  Mr* 
,Calvert,  arrived  here,  from  Col.  Colvill's,  in  Cecil  county. 
We  all  lodged  at  Mr.  Hughes's,  and  agreed  to  fet  out  for 
Lancafter  early  in  the  morning,  and  to  go  thither  over  the 
^Barrens. 

Expenfes  at  Mr.  Hughes's,  paid  in  filver  currency,  to 
:he  value  of  ^.2«i7«2,  Pennfylvania  currency. 

Tburfday  morning,  June  21,  1744. 

Breakfafted  before  five  ;  then  prepared  ourfelves  for 
jjiding.  Set  out  from  hence  with  the  commiffioners,  Mrr 
Calvert,  Mr.  Gachel,  and  our  landlord,  who  undertook 
|io  be  our  guide  to  Lancafter  town.  We  were  joined  on 
;he  road  by  fome  Quakers,  who  accompanied  us  to  our 
4efigned  ftage. 

At  eleven  o'clock,  we  arrived  at  one  Sheppard's  mill, 
maving  rode  twenty  miles  from  Nottingham.  Here  we  all 
Raited,  and  refrefhed  ourfelves  with  fome  good  neat's 
iongue,  cold  ham,  and  Madeira  wine.  We  eat  our  repaft 
jinder  a  tree,  upon  a  long  plank,  clofe  to  which  was  a 
(trough,  and  in  that  our  horfes  were  fed.  We  refted  at 
[his  place  about  an  hour  and  an  half,  and  then  purfued  our 
burney  to  Lancafter.  From  hence  we  had  a  good  road, 
ijhe  land  being  lefs  hilly  and  ftony  than  that  we  had  rode 
1  ver  in  the  morning.  Here  are  feveral  large  and  fine 
tjirms,  fettled  by  the  Germans.  They  fow  all  kinds  of 
rain,  and  have  very  plentiful  harvefts.  Their  houfes  are 
hiefly  built  with  ftone,  and  generally  feated  near  fome 
•irook  or  ftream  of  water.  They  have  very  large  mea- 
dows, which  produce  a  great  deal  of  hay,  and  feed  there- 
.  dth  variety  of  cattle,  &c. 

ji  Thurfda^  P.  M.  Arrived  at  Lancafter  town  about  two 
ii'clock,  and  put  up  our  horfes  at  Peter  Worrall's,  who 
uere  keeps  an  inn.  Here  I  befpoke  a  dinner  for  our  com- 
miffioners, and  the^  Maryland  gentlemen,  which  was  foon 

got 
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got  ready,  to  our  great  comfort. '   Procured  a  room  and 
two  beds,  in  WorralPs  houfe,  for  our  chaplain  and  myfelf.  jl 

Neither  the  governor  of  Pennfylvania,  nor  the  Virginia 
commiflioners,  were  arrived  at  the  time  when  we  did; 
but  about  fix  in  the  evening  they  came  hither,  attended 
by  fever al  Virginia  gentlemen,  and  fome  from  the  city  of 
Philadelphia. 

Here  we  were  informed  that  the  Indians  would  not  ar 
rive  till  to-morrow,  they  marching  very  flow,  occafioned 
by  their  having  a  great  many,  fmall  children  and  old  men 

MeiTrs.  Calvert,  Craddock  and  myfelf  went  into,  and 
viewed  the  court-houfe  of  this  town.  It  is  a  pretty  large 
brick  building,  two  ftories  high.  The  ground  room, 
where  the  juftices  of  this  county  hold  their  court,  is  very 
fpacious.  There  is  a  har.dfomc  bench,  and  railed  in. 
whereon  they  fit,  and  a  chair  in  the  midft  of  it,  which  is 
filled  by  the  judge.  Below  this  bench,  is  a  large  table,  oi 
half  oval  form  ;  round  this,  and  under  their  Worfhips,  fit 
the  county  clerk,  and  the  leveral  attornies  of  the  court, 
who,  here,  as  well  as  in  molt  other  courts  of  the  planta- 
tions, plead  as  counfellors.  There  are  particular  feats  anc 
places  allotted  to  the  fherhT,  crier,  &c. 

Fronting  the  juftices'  bench,  and  on  each  fide  of  it,  arj 
feveral  long  fteps,  or  ftairs,  raifed  each  above  the  other 
like  the  fteps  leading  into  the  north  door  of  St.  Paul's  j 
On  thefe  fteps,  ftand  the  feveral  auditors  and  fpeciatcrs 
when  a  court  is  held  here.  It  was  on  thefe,  that  the  In; 
dian  chiefs  fat,  when  they  treated  with  the  feveral  govern 
ments.  This  court-houfe.  is  capable  to  contain  above  8o< 
perfons,  without  incommoding  each  other. 

When  we  had  furveyed  this  room,  we  went  up  ftairs 
into  one  over  head.  This  is  a  good  room,  and  has  a  larg< 
chimney.  In  this  the  juftices  lit  in  the  month  of  February 
for  the  convenience  of  the  lire.  Adjoining  to  this  room 
is  a  fmaller  one,  where  the  juries  are  kept  to  agree  oil 
their  verdict. 

On  the  top  of  the  court-houfe  is  a  kind  of  cupola.  W< 
afcended  a  ladder,  and  got  into  it.  From  hence  we  had  : 
complete  view  of  the  whole  town,  and  the  country  fevera 
miles  round,  and  likewife  of  part  of  Suftmehannah  river,  a 
twelve  miles  diftance. 

"Thi 
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Tiiis  town  has  not  been  begun  to  be  built  above  fixteen 
years.  It  is  conveniently  laid  out  into  fundry  ftreets,  and 
one  main  ftreet,  in  the  midft  of  which  Hands  the  court- 
thoufe  and  market.  Through  this  runs  the  road  to  the 
( I>ack  country,  on  Sufquehannah.  There  are  feveral  crofs 
[ftreets  on  each  fide  of  the  main  ftreet,  which  are  indiffer- 
ently well  built,  as  to  quantity  of  houfes. 

"The  inhabitants  are  chiefly  High-Dutch,  Scotch-Irifh, 
feme  few  Englifk  families,  and  unbelieving  Ifraelites,  who 
ideal  very  confiderably  in  this  place. 

The  fpirit  of  cleanlinefs  has  not  as  yet  in  the  leaft  trou- 
|  bled  the  major  part  of  the  inhabitants  ;  for,  in  general, 
they  are  very  great  fluts  and  flovens.  When  they  clean 
their  houfes,  which,  by  the  bye,  is  very  feldorn,  they  are 
j  unwilling  to  remove  the  filth  far  from  themfelves,  for  they 
I  place  it  elofe  to  their  doors,  which,  in  the  fummer  time, 
breeds  an  innumerable  quantity  of  bugs,  fleas,  and  vermin. 

The  religions,  which  prevail  here,  are  hardly  to  be  num- 
bered, Here  are  Dutch  Calvinifts,  who  have  a  church 
built  with  fquare  logs,  and  their  interfpaces  filled  up  with 
clay.  In  this,  is  a  fmall  organ,  good  for  little,  and  worfe 
played  on  by  the  organift. 

The  fed  of  Luther  have  a  church  likewife.  This  is 
more  fpacious  than  that  of  the  Calvinifts,  being  built  of 
ftone,  and  is  much  larger  than  the  other.  The  minifter  of 
this  church  is  a  gentleman  of  good  character,  and  by  his 
true  paftoral  conduct  keeps  his  congregation  in  good  order* 
The  minifter s  of  thefe  Dutch  churches  are  allowed  no  cer- 
tain ftipend  for  preaching,  but  are  paid  at  the  will  of  their 
hearers.  This  is  a  great  tie  upon  them  to  do  their  duty,, 
.  and  makes  them  more  diligent  than  our  clergy  are.  Hap- 
py people  !  in  this  we  may  envy  them. 

A  clergyman  of  the  church  of  England  fometimes  of- 
ificiates  in  the  court-houfe,  there  being  no  church  h&u, 
built  by  thofe  of  that  perfuafion.  There  are  great  num- 
bers of  Irifh  Prefbyterians,  and  feveral  jews,  as  I  hinted  be- 
fore, with  divers  others,  that  neither  themfelves,  nor  a&y 
one  elfe,  can  tell  what  feci:  they  follow  or  imitate. 

The  houfes,  for  the  moll  part,  are  built  and  covered 

with  wood,  except  fome  few,  which  are  built  of  brick  and 

ilone.     They  are  generally  low,,  feldom  exceeding  ttmfi$& 

Z        xvoi  vn.~J  r1.es, 
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ries.  All  the  owners  of  lots  and  houfes,  here,  pay  a  ground 
rent,  greater  or  lefs,  according  to  the  grant  of  them  by- 
James  Hamilton,  Efq.  who  is  the  proprietor  of  the  town. 

There  are  hills  which  environ  Lancafter,  as  likewife  fomc 
thick  woods,  which,  in  the  fummer,  render  it  very  hot, 
efpecially  in  the  afternoon.     The  foil  is  then  dry  and  very  j 
fandy,  which,  when  a  frefh  wind  blows,  almoft  choak  the 
inhabitants^ 

The  water  here  is  very  bad,  occafioncd  by  their  fprings, 
and  even  wells,  being  ftored  with  lime-ftones.     This  gave 
me  a  loofenefs,  and  palled  my  appetite  ;    but  foon  left  me,  j 
after  I  refrained  drinking  the  water  by  itfelf. 

They  have  a  very  good  market  in  this  town,  well  filled 
with  provifions  of  all  kinds,  and  prodigioufly  cheap. 

Our  commiffioners  and  company  fupped  at  Worrall's, 
and  parTed  away  an  hour  or  two  very  agreeably  ;  after 
which  I  retired  to  bed  ;  but  had  not  long  repofed  myfelf, 
when  I  was  mod:  fiercely  attacked  by  the  neighbouring 
Dutch  fleas  and  bugs,  which  were  ready  to  devour  both  me 
and  the  minifter  :  however,  after  killing  great  quantities 
of  my  nimble  enemies,  I  got  about  two  hours  fleep. 

Mr.  Calvert  was  more  inhumanly  ufed  by  them  than  my- 
felf, as  was  likewife  Mr.  Craddock.  On  the  next  night, 
Mr.  Calvert  left  our  lodgings,  and  laid  in  the  court-houfe 
chamber,  among  the  young  gentlemen  from  Virginia,  who 
there  had  beds  made  on  the  floor  for  that  purpofe. 

Friday,  June  2  2  d,  1744. 

Rofe  betwixt  4  and  5.  Breakfafled  with  Mr.  commif- 
fioner  Thomas,  Colonels  Colvill  and  King,  at  Worrall's. 

The  Indian  chiefs  not  being  yet  come,  we  had  no  bufi- 
nefs  to  do. 

The  honourable  the  commiflioners  of  Virginia  gave  our 
commiffioners,  and  the  feveral  Maryland  gentlemen,  an 
invitation  to  dine  with  them  in  the  court-houfe,  which  we 
did,  betwixt  one  and  two.  During  our  dinner,  the  depu- 
ties of  the  Six  Nations,  with  their  followers  and  attendants, 
to  the  number  of  252,  arrived  in  towrn.  Several  of  their 
fquaws,  or  wives,  with  foine  fmall  children,  rode  on  horfe- 
back,  which  is  very  unufual  with  them.  They  brought 
their  fire-arms  and  bows  and  arrows,  as  well  as  tomahawks* 

A  great 
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A  great  concourfe  of  people  followed  them.  They  march- 
ed in  very  good  order,  with  Cannafateego,  one  of  the  O non- 
dago  chiefs,  at  their  head  ;  who,  when  he  came  near  to  the 
court-houfe  wherein  we  were  dining,  fung,  in  the,  Indian 
language,  a  fong,  inviting  us  to  a  renewal  of  all  treaties 
heretofore  made,  and  that  now  to  be  made. 

Mr.  Weifer,  the  interpreter,  who  is  highly  efteemed  by 
the  Indians,  and  is  one  of  their  council  of  ftate,  (though  a 
German  by  birth)  conducted  them  to  fome  vacant  lots  in 
the  back  part  of  the  town,  where  fundry  poles  and  boards 
were  placed.  Of  thefe,  and  fome  boughs  of  trees  from  the 
woods,  the  Indians  made  wigwams,  or  cabins,  wherein 
they  refided  during  the  treaty.  They  will  not,  on  any  oc- 
eafion  whatfoever,  dwell,  or  even  flay,  in  houfes  built  by 
white  people. 

They  placed  their  cabins  according  to  the  rank  each 
nation  of  them  holds  in  their  grand  council.  The  Qnonda- 
goes  nation  was  placed  on  the  right  hand  and  upper  end ; 
then  the  others,  according  to  their  feveral  dignities. 

After  dining,  and  drinking  the  loyal  healths,  all  the 
younger  gentlemen  of  Virginia,  Maryland,  and  Pennfylva- 
nia,  went  with  Mr.  Conrad  Weifer  to  the  Indian  camp, 
where  they  had  erected  their  feveral  cabins.  We  viewed 
them  all,  and  heartily  welcomed  Cannafateego,  and  Tacba- 
nuntie,  (alias  the  Black  Prince)  two  chiefs  of  the  Ononda- 
goes,  to  town.  They  fhaked  us  by  the  hands,  and  feemed 
very  well  pleafed  with  us.  I  gave  them  fome  fnuff,  for 
which  they  returned  me  thanks  in  their  language. 

The  firft  of  thefe  fachems  (or  chiefs)  was  a  tall,  well-made 
man  ;  had  a  very  full  cheft,  and  brawny  limbs.  He  had  a 
manly  countenance,  mixed  with  a  good-natured  fmile.  He 
was  about  60  years  of  age  ;  very  active,  ftrong,  and  had  a 
furprifing  livelinefs  in  his  fpeech,  which  I  obferved  in  the 
difcourfe  betwixt  him,  Mr.  Weifer,  and  fome  of  the 
fachems. 

Tachanuntie,  another  fachem,  or  chief  of  the  fame  na- 
tion, was  a  tall,  thin  man  ;  old,  and  not  fo  well  featured 
as  Cannafateego  :  I  believe  he  may  be  near  the  fame  age 
with  him.  He  is  one  of  the  greateft  warriors  that  ever  the 
Five  Nations  produced,  and  has  been  a  great  war-captain 
for  many  years  paft. 

He 
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He  is  alfo  called  the  Black  Prince,  becaufe,  as  I  was  in* 
formed,  he  was  either  begotten  on  an  Indian  woman  by  a 
negro,  or  by  an  Indian  chief  on  fome  negro  woman  ;  but 
by  which  of  the  two,  I  could  not  be  well  affured. 

The  Governor  of  Canada,  (whom  thefe  Indians  call 
Onantio)  will  not  treat  with  any  of  the  Six  Nations  of  In- 
dians, unlefs  Tachanuntie  is  perfonally  prefent,  he  having  a 
great  fway  in  all  the  Indian  councils. 

Our  interpreter,  Mr.  Weifer,  defired  us,  whilft  we  were 
here,  not  to  talk  much  of  the  Indians,  nor  laugh  at  their 
drefs,  or  make  any  remarks  on  their  behaviour  :  if  we  did,  | 
it  would  be  very  much  refented  by  them,  and  might  caufe 
fbme  differences  to  arife  betwixt  the  white  people  and 
them.  Befides,  moil  of  them  underftood  EngMh,  though 
they  will  not  fpeak  it  when  they  are  in  treaty. 

The  Indians,  in  general,  were  poorly  dreffed,  having  old 
match-coats,  and  thofe  ragged  ;  few,  or  no  Ihirts,  and 
thofe  they  had,  as  black  as  the  Scotchman  made  the  Ja?nai- 
cans,  when  he  wrote  in  his  letter  they  were  as  black  as 
that  $  blot. 

When  they  had  refted  fome  little  fpace  of  time,  feveral 
of  them  began  to  paint  themfeives  with  divers  forts  of 
colours,  which  rendered  them  frightful.  Some  of  the 
others  rubbed  bear's  greafe  on  their  faces,  and  then  laid 
upon  that  a  white  paint.  When  we  had  made  a  fufficient 
furvey  of  them  and  their  cabins,  we  went  to  the  court- 
houfe,  where  the  Indians  were  expected  to  meet  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Pennfylvania,  the  Hon.  George  Thomas,  Efq. 
and  to  be  by  him  congratulated  on  their  arrival  at  this 
town. 

Friday,  P.  M.  Between  5  and  6  o'clock,  Mr.  Weifer  ac- 
companied the  feveral  Indian  chiefs  from  their  camp  up  to 
the  court-houfe,  which  they  entered  and  feated  themfeives 
after  their  own  manner.  Soon  after,  his  Honour  the  Gov- 
ernor, the  honourable  the  commiffioners  of  Virginia,  the 
honourable  the  commiffioners  of  Maryland,  and  the  young 
gentlemen  from  the  three  governments,  went  into  the 
court-houfe  to  the  Indians.  There  the  Governor,  and  all 
the  commiffioners,  feverally  welcomed  the  Indians  to  Lan- 
cafter,  and  fhaked  hands  with  the  iachems. 

Then   his  Honour  feated  himfelf  in  the  chair  on  the 

bench, 
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bench,  the  Virginia  commiffioners  placed  themfelves,  to  wit, 
the  Hon.  Col.  Thomas  Lee,  and  Col.  William  Beverly,  on 
hfe  right  hand,  and  our  honourable  comniiffioners  on  his 
left.  William  Peters,  Efcj.  fecretary  of  Pennfylvania,  fat 
in  the  middle  of  the  table,  under  the  Governor,  and  Mrv 
William  Black,  fecretary  to  the  Virginia  commiffioners,  on 
his  right  hand,  and  myfelf,  as  fecretary  to  the  commiffion- 
ers of  Maryland,  on  his  left  hand. 

The  Governor  defired  the  interpreter  to  tell  the  Indians, 
"  He  was  very  glad  to  fee  them  here,  and  fhould  not  trouble 
"  them  with  bufihefs  this  day,  but  defired  they  would  reft 
*6  themfelves,  after  their  great  journey/'  This,  Mr.  Wei- 
fer  interpreted  to  them,  whereat  they  feemed  well  enough 
pleafed,  and  made  the  Governor  a  fuitable  anfwen 

When  this  was  done,  a  good  quantity  of  punch,  wine, 
and  pipes  and  tobacco,  were  given  to  the  fachems,  and  thd 
Governor  and  all  the  commiffioners  drank  to  them,  whom 
they  pledged.  When  they  had  fmoked  fome  fmall  time* 
and  each  drank  a  glafs  or  two  of  wine  and  punch,  they 
retired  to  their  cabins. 

Our  landlord  fhewed  me  the  book,  wherein  he  keeps 
the  account  of  the  expenfes  of  ours  and  the  Virginia  com- 
miffioners, and  which  was  ordered  to  be  produced  every 
morning  to  me,  to  know  exactly  the  amount  of  each  day's 
expenfe. 

Saturday,  June  1 3 d9  1744,  at  Lancafter* 

This  day  I  was  feized  with  a  lax,  and  fmall  fever,  occa* 
fioned  by  drinking  the  water  of  this  town. 

After  breakfaft,  the  Governor,  the  honourable  the  corn* 
miffioners,  and  feveral  other  gentlemen,  went  to  the  Dun- 
i  kers'  nunnery,  about  twelve  miles  from  hence.     They  tew 
I  turned  hither  about  fix  in  the  evening. 

All  this  day  the  Indians  ftaid  in  their  wigwams  ;  and 
i  it  is  ufual  for  them  to  reft  two  days  after  their  journey, 
before  they  treat,  or  do  bufinefs  with  the  Englifh. 

After  fupper,  this  evening,  I  went  with  Mr.  Prefident 
Logan's  £bn,  and  divers  other  young  gentlemen,  to  the? 
Indians'  camp,  they  being  then  dancing  one  of  their  light- 
er war  dances. 

The}'  performed  it  after  this  manner  :  Thirty  or  forty 
m  the  younger  men  formed  themfelves  into  a  ring,  a  fire 

being 


1 82  Wit  ham  Mar/he's  Journal. 

being  lighted  (notwithflanding  the  excefiive  heat)  and 
burning  clear  in  the  midfl  of  them.  Near  this,  fat  three 
elderly  Indians,  who  beat  a  drum  to  the  time  of  the  oth- 
ers' dancing.  Then  the  dancers  hopped  round  the  ring, 
after  a  frantic  fafhion,  not  unlike  the  priefts  of  Bacchus 
in  old  times,  and  repeated,  fundry  times,  thefe  founds, 
Tohoh  !  Bugh  !  Soon  after  this,  the  major  part  of  the 
dancers  (or  rather  hoppers)  fet  up  a  horrid  fliriek  or 
halloo  i 

They  continued  dancing  and  hopping,  after  this  manner, 
fever al  hours,  and  refled  very  feldom.  Once,  whilfl  I  ftaid 
with  them,  they  did  reft  themfelves  ;  immediately  there- 
upon, the  three  old  men  began  to  fing  an  Indian  fong,  the 
tune  of  which  was  not  difagreeable  to  the  white  by-ftand- 
ers.  Upon  this,  the  young  warriors  renewed  their  terrible 
fhriek  and  halloo,  and  formed  themfelves  into  a  ring,  envi- 
roning the  three  old  ones,  and  danced  as  before.  Mr.  Cal- 
vert, myfelf,  and  feme  others  flipped  through  the  dancers, 
and  flood  near  the  fire  ;  and  when  the  drum-beaters  ceafed 
their  noife,  we  fhaked  them  by  the  hand.  Here  we  pre* 
fented  fome  clean  pipes  to  them,  which  were  very  accepta- 
ble, moft  of  the  Indians  being  great  fmokers  of  tobacco. 
A  Coneftogoe,  or  Sufquehannah  Indian,  flood  without  the  cir- 
cle, and  importuned  the  white  by-flanders  to  give  money 
to  the  young  children,  which  was  done.  Whilft  this  di- 
veriion  happened,  fome  High-Dutch,  belonging  to  the  town, 
brought  their  guns  with  them  to  the  camp  ;  which  being 
perceived  by  the  Coneftogoe^  he  informed  us,  it  would  be  ve- 
ry difpleafing  to  the  Indians,  who  would  refent  it,  though 
brought  thither  with  ever  fo  innocent  an  intent ;  therefore 
defired  us  to  tell  the  Germans  to  withdraw,  and  leave  their 
mufquets  out  of  their  fight,  otherwife  fome  bad  confequen- 
ces  might  enfue.  We  complied  with  his  requefl,  and  made 
the  Germans  retire. 

From  the  camp  I  went  to  WorralPs,  and  fat  up  till  ele* 
ven  o'clock  ;  to  whofe  houfe  I  heard  the  Indian  drum, 
and  the  warriors  repeating  their  terrible  fioife  and  danc- 
ing ;  and  at  this  fport  of  theirs,  they  continued  till  near 
one  in  the  morning. 

Thefe  young  men  are  •furprifingly  agile,  flrong,  and 
flraight  limbed.     They  fhoot,  both  with  the  gun  and  bow 

and 
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and  arrow,  moft  dexteroufly.  They  likewife  throw  their 
tomahawk  (or  little  hatchet)  with  great  certainty,  at  an  in« 
different  large  object,  for  twenty  or  thirty  yards  diftance. 
This  weapon  they  ufe  againft  their  enemies,  when  they 
have  fpent  their  powder  and  ball,  and  deftroy  many  of 
them  with  it. 

The  chiefs,  who  were  deputed  to  treat  with  the  Englifh 
by  their  different  nations,  were  very  fober  men,  which  is 
rare  for  an  Indian  to  be  fo,  if  he  can  get  liquor.  They  be- 
haved very  well,  during  our  ftay  amongfl:  them,  and  fun- 
dry  times  refufed  drinking  in  a  moderate  way.  When 
ever  they  renew  old  treaties  of  friendfhip,  or  make  any  bar- 
gain about  lands  they  fell  to  the  Englifh,  they  take  great 
care  to  abftain  from  intoxicating  drink,  for  fear  of  being 
over-reached  ;  but  when  they  have  finifhed  their  buiinefs* 
then  fome  of  them  will  drink  without  meafure. 

Sunday  June  24th,  1744. 

Mr.  Commiffioner  Jenings  ordered  me  to  copy  the 
fpeech  to  be  made  by  him,  in  the  name  of  the  governor 
of  Maryland,  to  the  Indians,  in  the  court-houfe,  to-morrow 
morning.  This,  and  tranfcribing  fome  copies  of  it,  bufied 
me  fo  much,  that  I  could  not  go  to  the  court-houfe,  where 
divine  fervice,  according  to  the  church  of  England,  was 
performed  by  my  fellow-traveller,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Craddock, 
to  a  numerous  audience,  this  day.  He  alfo  preached  a  very 
good  fermon,  which  met  the  approbation  of  the  feveral 
I  gentlemen  prefent. 

His  Honour  the  Governor  invited  Mr.  Craddock  to  dine 
with  him,  which  he  did,  and  received  a  hearty  welcome. 

Betwixt  1  and  2,  our  honourable  commiffioners,  and 
thofe  of  Virginia,  dined  in  the  court-houfe,  ancl  the  gentle- 
men of  both  their  governments  ;  after  which,  the  office  of 
the  day  was  again  performed  by  another  minifter  of  the 
t  eftablifhed  church.  He  gave  us  an  excellent  fermon,  and 
expatiated  very  feelingly  on  the  too  prevalent  vices  of  the 
age.  He  ufed  plain  language,  and  thereby  fitted  his  dif- 
|  :ourfe  for  all  capacities,  by  which  all  might  truly  edify,  if 
they  had  any  grace,  or  good  difpofition  thereto. 

In  the  evening,  walked  to  the  Indian  camp,  where  they 
were  dancing  in  the  manner  defcribed  laft  night,  only  the 

number 
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number  of  dancers  was  augmented,  they  having  taken  in 
feveral  fmall  boys,  to  make  a  larger  ring. 

Betwixt  3  and  9,  this  night,  fupped  with  my  brother  t 
fecretary,  Mr.  Black,  in  his  lodgings  at  Mr.  George  San-j 
derfon's.  We  had  pleafant  company,  good  wine,  and 
lime-punch.  From  hence  I  went  to  Worrall's,  where,  in  j 
my  room,  three  very  impudent  Indian  traders  had  taken  I 
poffefHon  of  my  bed,  and  caufed  another  to  be  there  made  ;  j 
but  after  fome  difputes,  our  landlord  made  thefe  fcoundrels 
quit  their  beds,  and  leave  the  parfon  and  myfelf  in  quiet: 
poifeffion. 

Thefe  traders,  for  the  moft  parj:,  are  as  wild  as  fome  oil 
the  moft  favage  Indians,  amongft  whom  they  trade  forj 
Ikins,  fur,  &c.  for  fundry  kinds  of  European  goods,  andj 
ftrong  liquors.     They  go  back  in  the  country,  above  30c! 
miles  from  the  white  inhabitants  ;  here  they  live  with  th^j 
Indian  hunters  till  they  have  difpofed  of  their  cargoes  :M 
and  then,  on  horfes,  carry  their  fkins,  &c*  to  Philadelphia  1  I 
where  they  are  'bought  by  the  merchants  there,  and  frorrj 
thence  exported  to  London.     It  is  a  very  beneficial  trade ! 
though   hazardous  to  their  perfons  and  lives  ;    for  th(«  I 
weather  is  fo  exceflively  cold  where  they  trade,  which  ii  I 
near  the  lakes  of  Canada,  and  their  cabins  fo  poorly  mad<|  j 
to  defend  themfelves  from  the  bitter  winters,  that  they  of  i  ' 
ten  perifh  :    and  on  the  other  hand,  they  are  liable  to  th< 
infults  and  lavage  fury  of  the  drunken  Indians,  by  felling 
to  them  rum,  and  other  fpirituous  liquors.     The  govern 
ment,  as  yet,  have  not  provided  a  law,  prohibiting  the  fell 
ing   fuch   liquors,   although   it   has   been   prefled  by  hi| 
Honour,  who  is  but  too  fenfible  of  the  ill  effects  producec 
by  the  Indian  traders  carrying  fo  much  to  barter  with  th< 
hunters  of  tKe  Six  Nations. 

I  refted  well,  after  difpoffeffing  thefe  intruding  guefts 
but  this  happened  by  my  giving  orders  to  my  landlord']  I, 
fervants,  this  morning,  to  wafh  our  room  with  cold  water   ; 
and  take  my  bed  from  its  bedflead,  and  lay  it  on  the  floor 
and  by  this  means  the  bugs  and  fleas  were  defeated  01  J 
their  prey.  ■  ' 

Monday  mornings  25//)  June,  1744.  1  , 

At   10  o'clock,  the  Indian  fachems  met  the  Governorj 
the  honourable  commillioners  of  Virginia,  and  thofe  of  thil  ;<i 

province] 
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province,  when  his  Honour  made  them  a  fpeech,*  to  which 
Cannafateego  returned  an  anfwer  in  behalf  of  all  the  others 
prefent. 

The  Indians  ftaid  in  the  court  Jioufe  about  two  hours  j 
and  were  regaled  with  fome  bumbo  and  fangree. 

The  honourable  commiffioners  from  Virginia  and  Mary- 
land dined  in  the  court-houfe,  as  did  the  gentlemen  of 
both  governments  y  we  had  two  tables,  and  a  great  variety 
of  vi&uals  ;  our  company  being  about  thirty  in  number. 

In  the  court-houfe,  Monday,  P.  M. 
The  Governor,  and  all  the  honourable  commiffioners, 
refumed  their  feveral  feats  here  \  and  then  the  chiefs  came 
in,  and  took  their  places. 

Edmund  Jenings,  Efq.  as  firft  commiffioner  for  Mary- 
land, made  a  fpeech  to  the  Six  Nations,  which  was  inter- 
preted to  them  by  Mr.  Weifer.     Whilft  Mr.  Jenings  deliv- 
ered his  fpeech,  he  gave  the  interpreter  a  firing  and  two 
belts  of  wampum,  which  were  by  him  prefented  to  the 
(achem  Cannafateego  ;  and  the  Indians  thereupon  gave  the 
s|:ry  of  approbation  ;  by  this  we  were  fure  the  fpeech  was 
jjivell  approved  by  the  Indians.     This  cry  is  ufually  made  on 
Drefenting  wampum  to  the  Indians  in  a  treaty,  and  is  per- 
formed thus  :  The  grand  chief  and  fpeaker  amongft  them 
pronounces  the  word  jo-hah  !  with  a  loud  voice,  fingly  ; 
Ihen  all  the  others  join  in  this  found,  woh  !  dwelling  fome 
little  while  upon  it,  and  keeping  exact  time  with  each 
other,  and  immediately,  with  a  fharp  noife  and  force,  utter 
J;his  found,  wugh  /     This  is  performed  in  great  order,  and 
ivith  the  utmoft  ceremony  and  decorum  ;  and  with  the  In- 
lians  is  like  our  Englifh  huzza  ! 

Monday  evening,  in  the  court-houfe  chamber. 

I  fupped  with  the  Governor,  the  honourable  commif- 

ioners,  and  the  gentlemen  of  Philadelphia,  who  attended 

lis  Honour  to  this  town.     We  had  an  elegant  entertain- 

Jnent  ;    and  after   fupper  the  Governor   was  extremely 

nerry,  and  thereby  fet  an  example  of  agreeable  mirth, 

which 


*  See  the  fpeech  and  anfwer,  in  the  treaty,  printed  at  Philadelphia, 
y  nd  Williamfburg  in  Virginia. 

A  A         [r*/.vii.]  * 
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which  ran  through  the  whole  company.  During  this  mer- 1 
riment,  two  Germans  happened  to  pais  by  the  court-houfe  j 
with  a  harp  and  fiddle,  and  played  fome  tunes  under  the  i 
window  of  our  room  :  upon  that,  they  were  ordered  to  j 
come  up  flairs,  where  the  Governor  required  them  to  di- 
vert us,  which  they  did,  but  not  with  the  harmony  of! 
their  mufic,  (for  that  was  very  uncouth  and  difpleafmg  toj 
us,  who  had  heard  fome  of  the  beft  hands  in  England) 
but  by  playing  a  tune,  of  fome  fort,  to  a  young  Indian, 
who  danced  a  jig  with  Mr.  Andrew  Hamilton,  in  a  mofti 
furprifing  manner.  At  nine  o'clock,  the  Governor  and 
commiflioners  left  us  ;  and  then  the  younger  perfons  raif- 
ed  their  jollity  by  dancing  in  the  Indian  drefs,  and  after 
their  manner. 

Tuefday,  26th  June. 

Copied  fair  the  proceedings  of  yefterday  with  the  In- 
dians, as  alfo  Gov.  Thomas's  fpeech  to  them,  which  were 
tranfmitted  to  his  Excellency  Thomas  Bladen,  Efq.  Gov- 
ernor  of  Maryland,  by  Mr.  Commiflioner  Jenings. 

We  dined  in  the  court-houfe  ;  and  foon  after  I  receivec 
orders  from  the  above  commiflioner,  to  acquaint  all  the 
Maryland  gentlemen,  "  That  they  mould  delift  going  intc 
"  the  court-houfe  this  afternoon,  during  our  treaty  with 
"  the  Six  Nations."  Purfuant  to  which  order,  I  informed 
the  gentlemen  of  our  commiflioners'  pleafure,  at  whicr. 
the  firft  were  much  difgufted,  as  were  the  Virginia  gentle- 
men, who  had  the  fame  commands  laid  on  them  by  the 
fecretary  of  their  commiflioners. 

Five  o'clock,  P.  M.  His  Honour  the  Governor  of  Penn- 
fylvania,  and  the  honourable  the  commiflioners  of  Virginia 
and  Maryland,  met  the  Indian  chiefs  in  the  court-houfe 
when  Cannafateegonnfwered  our  fpeech  of  yefterday,  anc 
prefented  a  firing  and  two  belts  of  wampum  :  which  bej 
ihg  done,  the  further  execution  of  the  treaty  was  adjourn 
ed  until  the  next  day. 

By  order  of  our  commiflioners,  and  at  the  requeft  oj 
Mr.  Weifer,  the  interpreter,  I  bought  half  a  grofs  of  to 
bacco  pipes,  to  be  prefented  to  the  Indians  at  their  camp  5 
which  was  accordingly  done,  and  they  feemed  well  pleafed 
at  the  gift,  fuch  pipes  being  fcarce  with  them. 

Wednefdty 
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Wednefday^  2ph  June, 

After  breakfait,  viewed  Mr.  Worrall's  book  of  our  ex- 
penfes,  which  we  fettled  ;  and  the  whole  amount  thereof, 
from  the  20th  inftant  to  this  day,  was  £.46-0-5,  Pennfyl- 

vania  currency. N.  B.   Mr.  Worrall's  account  for  the 

negroes'  expenfes  was  not  included  in  the  above  fum. 

This  day  our  commiffioners  wrote  a  letter  to  our  Gov- 
ernor, giving  him  an  account  of  their  tranfaclions  with 
the  Indians,  which  I  fairly  copied  by  their  order. 

P.  M.  5  o'clock.  The  Governor,  and  all  the  honourable 
commiffioners,  again  met,  and  treated  with  the  Six  Na- 
tions, in  the  court-houfe,  when  Tachanuntie,  the  famous 
Black  Prince,  (mentioned  before)  anfwered  the  fpeech 
made  yefterday  by  the  Hon.  Col.  Lee,  one  of  the  Virginia 
commiffioners  ;  and  in  token  that  it  was  well  received 
and  approved  by  the  chiefs,  Tachanuntie  prefented  one 
firing  and  two  belts  of  wampum  to  his  Majefty's  commif- 
fioners of  Virginia.  Then  Mr.  Commiffioner  Jenings  de- 
fired  the  interpreter  to  afk  the  Indians  if  they  would  be 
ready  for  a  conference  to-morrow  morning,  in  the  court- 
houfe  chamber,  with  the  commiffioners  of  Maryland  ; 
which  he  did,  and  the  Indians  anfwered,  that  they  would 
meet  for  that  purpofe,  as  defired. 

At  8  o'clock,  this  evening,  I  went,  with  three  of  our 
honourable  commiffioners,  to  a  ball  in  the  court-houfe 
chamber  ;  to  which  his  Honour  the  Governor  of  Pennfyl- 
vania,  the  commiffioners  of  Virginia  and  Maryland,  and 
the  gentlemen  of  the  feveral  colonies,  with  fundry  inhab- 
itants of  this  town,  were  invited. 

James  Hamilton,  Efq.  the  proprietor  of  Lancafler,  made 
the  ball,  and  opened  it,  by  dancing  two  minuets  with  two 
of  the  ladies  here,  which  laft  danced  wilder  time  than  any 
Indians. 

Our  mufic  and  muficians  were  the  fame  as  defcribed  laif 
Monday  evening.  i 

The  females  (I  dare  not  call  them  ladies,  for  that  woultf 
be  a  profanation  of  the  name)  were,  in  general,  very  dil> 
agreeable.  The  dancers  confifted  of  Germans  and  Scotch-* 
Iriih  ;  but  there  were  fome  Jewefies,  who  had  not  lon£> 
fince  come  from  New- York,  that  made  a  tolerable  appear" 
ance,  being  well  drened,  and  of  an  agreeable  behaviour.   { 

There? 
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There  was  a  large  and  elegant  fupper  prepared  in  the 
court-houfe  chamber,  of  which  the  Governor,  fome  of  the 
honourable  commiffioners,  and  the  female  dancers,  firft 
eat  ;  then  the  other  gentlemen  in  order,  and  afterwards 
the  younger  gentlemen.  The  dances  were  concluded  about 
1 2  o'clock  ;  but  myfelf,  with  feveral  others  of  the  younger 
fort,  ftaid  till  after  one  in  the  morning. 

Thurfday,  i$th  ofjune,  1744,  A.  M. 
At  9  this  morning,  the  commiffioners  of  Maryland  and 
the  Six  Nations  met  in  the  court-houfe  chamber,  according 
to  agreement  of  yefterday. 

Here  we  opened  the  feveral  bales  and  boxes  of  goods,  to 
be  prefented  the  Indians,  they  having  been  bought  at  Phila- 
delphia, and  fent  hither  for  that  end. 

Before  the  chiefs  viewed  and  handled  the  feveral  goods, 
Mr.  Commiffioner  Jenings  made  them  a  fpeech  in  the  name 
of  the  Governor  of  Maryland,  with  which,  after  it  was  in- 
terpreted to  them  by  Mr.  Weifer,  they  feemed  well  pleafed. 
The  chiefs  turned  over,  and  narrowly  infpecled  the  goods, 
and  afked  the  prices  of  them  ;  which  being  told  them,  they 
feemed  fomewhat  diflatisfied  ;  and  defired  to  go  down  into 
the  court-houfe,  to  confult  among  themfelves,  (which  is 
their  ufual  method,  if  it  concerns  any  matter  of  importance, 
as  this  was,  for  they  muft  give  a  particular  account  of  their 
whdle  negotiation  to  their  feveral  tribes,  when  they  re- 
turn) with  their  interpreter.  They  didfo  ;  and  after  fome 
time  (  attie  up  again,  and  agreed  with  our  commiffioners  to 
relealc  their  claim  and  right  to  any  lands  now  held  by  the 
inhabitants  of  Maryland,  and  for  which  the  faid  Indians 
were  ot  heretofore  fatisfied,  in  confideration  of  the  fol- 
lowing goods,  viz. 

4  pieces  of  ftrouds,  at  £.y 
2  pieces  ditto,  £.5, 
200  fhirts, 
pieces  half  thicks, 
ditto  duffle  blankets,  tf£jf9 
ditto,      ditto, 
\1  guns,  at  £.  1 --6--0, 
lib.  vermilion, 

Carried  over,  £-202 


£■** 

0 

0 

IO 

0 

0 

63 

12 

0 

I  I 

0 

0 

21 

0 

0 

6 

10 

0 

61 

2 

0 

0 

18 

0 
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Brought  over, 

£.202 

2 

0 

1000   flints. 

0 

18 

0 

4  doz.  jews-harps, 

i  0 

14 

0 

1  doz.  boxes, 

0 

1 

0 

icwt.  2qrs.  olb.  bar  lead, 

3 

0 

0 

2  qrs.  fhot, 

1 

0 

0 

2  half  barrels  gun-powder, 

*3 

0 

0 

Pennfylvania  money.        £.220     15     o 

The  above  quantity  of  goods  were  accordingly  given  the 
Indians,  as  agreed  on  by  both  parties  ;  after  which,  our 
commiffioners  ordered  me  to  go  to  Mr.  Worrall,  and  de- 
fire  him  to  fend  fome  punch  for  the  fachems,  which  was 
accordingly  done  ;  and  after  they  had  feverally  drank 
health  to  the  commiffioners,  and  the  compliment  returned 
by  the  latter,  the  Indians  retired  to  their  wigwams,  and 
the  honourable  commiffioners  went  to  their  lodgings  about 
12  o'clock. 

Poji  Meridiem.  The  commiffioners  of  Virginia  had  a 
private  treaty  with  the  chiefs,  in  the  court-houfe,  when 
Col.  Lee  made  them  a  fpeech  ;  which  fee  in  the  printed 
Treaty,  fol.  20,  21,  22. 

In  the  evening,  about  7  o'clock,  I  accompanied  my 
friend,  Col.  Nathan  Rigbie,  to  the  Indian  cabins,  where, 
having  collected  feveral  of  their  papoofes  (or  little  children) 
together,  he  flung  a  handful  of  Englim  half-pennies  a- 
mongft  them,  for  which  they  fcrambled  heartily,  and  with 
the  utmoft  earneftnefs.  This  pleafed  the  elder  fort  very 
much  ;  and  they  efteem  it  a  great  mark  of  friendship,  if 
the  white  people  make  prefents  to  their  children,  or  treat 
them  with  any  particular  notice.  I  gave  the  papoofes  fome 
fmall  beads,  which  were  kindly  received.  The  young 
men,  this  night,  again  danced  a  war-dance,  as  defcribed  on 
Saturday  laft  ;  at  which  were  prefent  a  great  number  of 
white  people.  When  the  colonel  and  myfelf  had  taken  a 
view  of  the  Onondagoes',  Cahugas'  and  Senecas'  cabins, 
he  went  from  me  to  the  ring  of  dancers,  and  then  I  went 
to  a  cabin,  where  I  heard  the  celebrated  Mrs.  Montour,  a 
French  lady,  (but  now,  by  having  lived  fo  long  among  the 
Six  Nations,  is  become  almoil  an  Indian)  had  her  refi- 

dence. 
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dence.  When  I  approached  the  wigwam,  I  faluted  her  in 
French,  and  aiked  her  whether  fhe  was  not  born  in  Cana- 
da ?  of  what  parents  ?  and  whether  fhe  had  not  lived  a 
long  time  with  the  Indians  ?  She  anfwered  me  in  the 
fame  language  very  civilly,  and  after  fome  compliments 
were  paffed  betwixt  us,  told  me,  in  a  polite  manner, 
"  That  fhe  was  born  in  Canada,  whereof  her  father  (who 
"  was  a  French  gentleman)  had  been  Governor  ;  under 
K  whofe  adminiftration,  the  then  Five  Nations  of  Indians 
"  had  made  war  againft  the  French,  and  the  Hurons  in 
"  that  government,  (whom  we  term  the  French  Indians, 
"  from  efpoufmg  their  part  againft  the  Englifh,  and  living 
"  in  Canada)  and  that,  in  the  war,  Ihe  was  taken  by  fome 
"  of  the  Five  Nations'  warriors,  being  then  about  ten 
cc  years  of  age  ;  and  by  them  was  carried  away  into  their 
u  country,  where  Ihe  was  habited  and  brought  up  in  the 
"  fame  manner  as  their  children  :  That  when  Ihe  grew 
"  up  to  years  of  maturity,  Hie  was  married  to  a  famous 
"  war  captain  of  thofe  nations,  who  was  in  great  efteem 
"  for  the  glory  he  procured  in  the  wars  he  carried  on 
"  againft  the  Catawbas,  a  great  nation  of  Indians  to  the 
"  fouth-weft  of  Virginia,  by  whom  fhe  had  feveral  chil- 
cc  dren  ;  but  about  fifteen  years  ago,  he  was  killed  in  a 
tc  battle  with  them  ;  fince  which,  Hie  has  not  been  mar- 
"  ried  :  That  me  had  little  or  no  remembrance  of  the 
"  place  of  her  birth,  nor  indeed  of  her  parents,  it  being 
""  near  fifty  years  fince  fhe  was  ravifhed  from  them  by  the 
"  Indians." 

She  has  been  a  handfome  woman,  genteel,  and  of  po- 
lite addrefs,  notwithftanding  her  refidence  has  been  fo  long 
among  the  Indians  ;  though  formerly  fhe  was  wont  to  ac- 
company the  feveral  chiefs,  who  ufed  to  renew  treaties  of 
friendfhip  with  the  proprietor  and  governor  of  Pennfylva- 
nia,  at  Philadelphia,  the  metropolis  of  that  province  ;  and 
being  a  white  woman,  was  there  very  much  careffed  by 
the  gentlewomen  of  that  city,  with  whom  fhe  ufed  to  ftay 
for  iome  time.  She  retains  her  native  language,  by  con- 
vening with  the  Frenchmen  who  trade  for  fur,  fkins,  &c. 
among  the  fix  nations  ;  and  our  language  fhe  learned  at 
Philadelphia,  as  likewife  of  our  traders,  who  go  back  into 
the   Indians'  country.      In  her  cabin   were  two  of  her 

daughters, 
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daughters,  by  the  war-captain,  who  were  both  married  to 
perfons  of  the  fame  ftation,  and  were  then  gone  to  war 
with  the  Catawbas  before  mentioned.  One  of  thefe  young 
women  had  a  fon,  about  five  years  old,  who,  I  think,  was 
one  of  the  fineft  featured  and  limbed  children  mine  eyes 
ever  faw,  and  was  not  fo  tawny,  or  greafed,  as  the  other 
Indian  children  were  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  his  cheeks 
were  ruddy,  mixed  with  a  delicate  white,  had  eyes  and 
hair  of  an  hazel  colour,  and  was  neatly  dreffed  in  a  green 
ban-jan,  and  his  other  garments  were  fuitable. 

Madame  Montour  has  but  one  fon,  who,  for  his  prowefs 
and  martial  exploits,  was  lately  made  a  captain,  and  a 
member  of  the  Indian  council,  and  is  now  gone  to  war 
againft  the  Catawbas,  with  her  fon-in-law. 

She  is  in  great  efteem  with  the  beft  fort  of  white  people, 
and  by  them  always  treated  with  abundance  of  civility  ; 
and  whenever  fhe  went  to  Philadelphia,  (which  formerly 
ihe  did  pretty  often)  the  ladies  of  that  city  always  invited 
her  to  their  houfes,  entertained  her  well,  and  made  her  fev- 
er al  prefents. 

From  this  cabin,  when  I  had  taken  leave  of  Mrs.  Mon- 
tour and  her  daughters,  I  returned  to  the  dancers,  who 
were  continuing  their  mirth  ;  and  afterwards  returned  to 
my  lodgings. 

Friday^  June  the  2gth,  1744,  A,  M. 

Our  commiffioners  and  the  Six  Nations  had  a  private 
conference  in  the  court-houfe  chamber,  when  they  jointly 
proceeded  to  fettle  the  bounds  and  quantity  of  land  the 
latter  were  to  releafe  to  Lord  Baltimore,  in  Maryland  ;  but 
the  Indians,  not  very  well  apprehending  our  commiffion- 
ers, in  their  demand  refpecting  the  bounds  of  the  lands  to 
be  releafed,  occalioned  a  great  delay  in  the  finilhing  of  that 
bufinefs  ;  however,  it  was  wholly  fettled  in  the  afternoon, 
upon  Mr.  Weifer's  conference  with  the  Governor  of  Penn- 
fylvania,  his  Majefty's  commiffioners  of  Virginia,  and  thofe 
of  Maryland,  and  alfo  with  the  Indians  in  council,  where 
he  debated  the  matter  more  fully  ;  and  explained  our  com- 
miffioners5 demands  in  fo  clear  a  manner,  that  they  came  to 
fuch  an  amicable  determination,  as  proved  agreeable  to 
each  party.  We  again  prefented  the  fachems,  here,  with 
bumbo  punch,  with  which  they  drank  profperity  and  fuc- 

cefs 
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cefs  to  their  Father,  the  great  King  over  the  waters,  and 
to  the  healths  of  our  commiilioners. 

This  day  we  dined  at  our  landlord  WorralPs  ;  and  it 
was  agreed,  by  the  com  million  ers  of  Maryland,  to  invite 
all  the  Six  Nations'  chiefs,  to  dine  with  them,  in  company 
with  the  Governor  and  Virginia  commiflioners,  to-mor- 
row, in  the  court-houfe  ;  againft  which  time,  orders  were 
given  to  prepare  a  large  and  elegant  entertainment. 

In  the  evening  I  went  with  Col.  Rigbie,  and  other  gen 
tlemen,  to  viiit  one  Mr.  Adams,  a  German  doclor,  who, 
we  underftood,  had  got  an  organ  ;  but  it  was  with  the 
greateft  importunity  he  would  favour  us  in  playing  a  tune, 
telling  us,  that  unlefs  he  himfelf  was  pofTefTed  with  a  ftrong 
defire  to  play,  he  could  oblige  no  body  ;  yet,  feeing  we 
were  fo  very  importunate,  he  at  laft  complied,  and  drum- 
med over  three  or  four  High-Dutch  pfalm  tunes,  to  which 
he  fang  the  words,  in  the  moft  enthufiaftic  raptures.  For 
my  part,  what  with  the  horrid  noife  he  made  on  the  organ, 
and  his  horfe-voice,  I  never  fufFered  fo  great  an  anticipation 
of  pleafure  in  hearing  mufic,  or,  at  leaft,  a  mufical  inftru- 
ment,  in  my  whole  life.  When  he  had  finiihed  his  raptur- 
ous fit  of  noife,  he  acquainted  us,  that  he  had  been  a  con- 
fummate  rake  in  his  more  youthful  days  ;  but  foon  after 
he  married,  turned  himfelf  to  a  fober  and  religious  life, 
and  praifed  his  Maker  feveral  hours  in  a  day,  by  playing 
on,  and  fingmg  to  his  organ.  He  feemed  to  us  to  be  a 
perfect  enthufiaft  ;  and,  upon  inquiry  among  his  neighs 
bours,  he  has  borne  that  character  ever  fince  he  took  to 
himfelf  a  wife.  Being  very  much  tired  with  his  cant  and 
noife,  we  at  laft  took  our  leaves  of  him,  though  not  before 
inviting  him  to  drink  a  glafs  of  wine  with  us  at  our  lodg- 
ings ;  but  he  deiired  to  be  excufed  accepting  our  invita- 
tion, at  which  we  were  not  difpleafed,  fince  we  might  have 
expected  his  viiit  would  have  proved  very  troublefome. 

Saturday ',  30th  jime,  1744,  A.M. 
Mr.  Commiilioner  Jenings  having  this  morning  drawn 
a  deed  of  releafe  from  the  chiefs  of  the  Six  Nations  for 
the  lands  they  claim  in  Maryland,  to  the  ufe  of  Lord  Bal- 
timore, fent  for  me  to  engrofs  it,  which  I  fo  did,  purfuant 
to  his  order,  about  nine  o'clock. 

At 
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At  ten,  his  Majefty's  commiffioners  had  a  conference 
With  the  Indians  in  the  court-houfe  chamber,  to  which  no 
other  perfons  than  themfelves  were  admitted. 

One  o'clock,  P.  M;     The  twenty-four  chiefs  of  the  Six 
Nations,  by  invitation  of  yefterday  from  the  honourable 
commiffioners    of   Maryland,    dined  with  .them  in   the 
court-houfe  ;  when  were  prefent,  at  other  tables,  his  Hon- 
l  our  the  Governor  of  Penhfylvania,  the  honourable  com- 
jmiffioners  of  Virginia,  and  a  great  many  gentlemen  of 
I  the  three  colonies.     There  were  a  large  number  of  the  in- 
habitants of  Lancafter  likewife  prefent  to  fee  the  Indians 
dine. 

We  had  five  tables,  great  variety  of  dimes,  and  ferved 
up  in  very  good  order.  The  fachems  fat  at  two  feparate 
tables  ;  at  the  head  of  one,  the  famous  orator,  Cannafa- 
teego,  fat,  and  the  others  were  placed  according  to  their 
rank.  As  the  Indians  are  not  accuftomed  to  eat  in  the 
fame  manner  as  the  Englifh,  or  other  polite  nations  do, 
we,  who  were  fecre'taries  on  this  affair,  with  Mr.  Thomas 
Cookfon,  prothonatary  of  Lancafter  county,  William  Lo- 
gan, Efqe  fon  of  Mr.  Prefident  Logan,  and  Mr.  Nathaniel 
Rigbie,  of  Baltimore  county,  in  Maryland,  carved  the 
meat  for  them*  ferved  them  with  cider  and  wine,  mixed 
with  water,  and  regulated  the  economy  of  the  two  tables* 
The  chiefs  feemed  prodigioully  pleafed  with  their  feaft,  for 
they  fed  luftily,  drank  heartily,  and  were  very  greafy  be- 
fore they  finiihed  their  dinner,  for,  by  the  bye,  they  made 
no  ufe  of  their  forks.  The  interpreter,  Mr.  Weifer,  ftood 
I  betwixt  the  table,  where  the  governor  fat,  and  that,  at 
which  the  fachems  were  placed,  who,  by  order  of  his  Hon- 
our, was  deiired  to  inform  the  Indians  he  drank  their 
healths,  which  he  did  ;  whereupon  they  gave  the  ufual  cry 
of  approbation,  and  returned  the  compliment,  by  drinking 
health  to  his  Honour  and  the  feveral  commiffioners. 

After  dinner,  the  interpreter  informed  the  Governor 
and  commiffioners,  cc  That  as  the  Lord  Proprietary  and 
"  Governor  of  Maryland  was  not  known  to  the  Indians  by 
li  any  particular  name,  they  had  agreed,  in  council,  to  take 
"  the  firft  opportunity  of  a  large  company  to  prefent  him 
"with  one  :  And,  as  this  with  them  was  a  matter  of  great 
"  confequence,  and  attended  with  abundance  of  form,  the 
B  b         {Vol  vii.j  "  feveral 
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"  feveral  nations  had  drawn  lots  for  the  performance  of 
"  the  ceremony  ;  and  the  lot  falling  on  the  Cahuga  na- 
,c  tion,  they  had  chofen  Gachradodon,  one  of  their  chiefs, 
"  to  be  their  fpeaker,  and  he  defired  leave  to  begin  ;" 
which  being  given;  he,  on  an  elevated  part  of  the  court- 
houfe,  with  all  the  dignity  of  a  warrior,  the  gefture  of  an 
orator,  and  in  a  very  graceful  poflure,  fpoke  as  follows  : 

"  As  the  Governor  of  Maryland  has  invited  us  here,  to 
"  treat  about  our  lands,  and  brighten  the  chain  of  friend- 
"  fhip,  the  united  Six  Nations  think  themfelves  fo  much 
"  obliged  to  him,  that  we  have  come  to  a  refolution,  in 
"  council,  to  give  the  great  man,  who  is  proprietor  of  Ma 
"  ryland,  a  particular  name,  by  which  we  may  hereafter 
"  correfpond  with  him  :  And  as  it  hath  fallen  to  the  Cahu 
"  gaes'  lot  in  council  to  confider  of  a  proper  name  for  that  J 
"  chief  man,  we  have  agreed  to  give  him  the  name  of 
"  Tocary-ho-gon,  denoting  Precedency,  Excellency,  or  liv- 
"  ing  in  the  middle,  or  honourable  place,  betwixt  Af- 
"  ferigoa,  and  our  brother  Onas,  by  whom  our  treaties 
"  may  be  the  better  carried  on.** 

And  then,  addrefling  himfelf  to  his  Honour  the  Gover- 
nor of  Pennfylvania,  the  honourable  the  commiffioners  of  j 
Virginia  and  Maryland,  and  to  the  gentlemen  then  prefent,! 
he  added  : 

"  As  there  is  a  company  of  great  men  now  affembled,  we ; 
"  take  this  opportunity  to  publifh  this  matter,  that  it  may! 
"  \>e  known  Tocary-ho-gon  is  our  friend,  and  that  we  are  I 
"  ready  to  honour  him,  and  that  by  fuch  name  he  may  be] 
"  always  called  and  known  among  us  ;    and,  we  hope,  he 
"  will  ever  act  towards  us,  according  to  the  excellence  of' • 
"  the  name  we  have  now  given  him,  and  enjoy  a  long  and*. 
«  happy  life." 

When  the  fpeech  was  ended,  all  the  other  chiefs  expreffed  j 
their  aflent,  and  great  fatisfaclion  at  what  was  faid  to  our  1 1 
commiflioners,  infomuch  that  they  fent  forth  live  feveral 
cries  of  approbation. 

Gachradodon  having   finifhed   his  complimentary  ora- 1 
tion,  Mr.  Commiflioner  Jenings,  in  the  name  of  the  other  : 
commiflioners,  and  on  behalf  of  Lord  Baltimore,  fpoke  in  ij 
reply  to  the  fachem  :  "  That  his  Lordmip  was  much  obli- 11 
u  ged  to  the  fix  nations  for  diftinguilhing  him  by  the  name  ' 

"  of  .1 
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{ I "  of  Tocaryhogon,  efteeming  it  a  mark  of  kindnefs  and 
"  honour  :  That  his  Lordfhip  would  entertain  the  moll 
"  unfeigned  friendfhip  for  them  ;  and  that  the  government 
"  of  Maryland  would  ever  be  ready  and  defirous  to  render 
"  them  its  beft  offices,  conducive  to  their  tranquillity  and 
jjj  undifturbed  fafety  ;"  which  Mr.  Weifer,  by  command, 
interpreted  to  the  Indians  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  was  or- 
dered to  acquaint  them,  that  the  governor  and  the  com- 
miffioners   were  then   preparing   to   drink  his   Majefty's 

ij  health  ;  all  which  was  done,  and  the  chiefs  expreffed  a  lin- 
cere  joy  by  their  cry  of  approbation,  and  drank  the  fame  in 
bumpers  of  Madeira  wine.  The  governor,  commiffioners, 
and  indeed  all  the  perfons  prefent,  except  the  Indians,  gave 
three  feveral  huzzas,  after  the  Englifh  manner,  Gn  drink- 
ing the  King's  health  ;  which  a  good  deal  furprifed  them, 
they  having  never  before  heard  the  like  noife. 

Upon  ending  the  ceremony  of  drinking  healths,  the 
governor  and  commiffioners  retired  fome  little  time  ;  but 
within  an  hour,  the  commiffioners  of  Virginia  and  Mary- 
land entered  the  court-houfe,  and  afterwards  went  up  into 
the  chamber,  as  likewife  the  feveral  chiefs,  Mr.  Weifer, 
and  a  great  many  of  the  young  gentlemen.  Here,  by  or- 
der of  our  commiffioners,  I  produced  the  engroffed  releafe 
for  the  lands,  with  the  feals  fixed.  We  were  obliged  to 
put  about  the  glafs  pretty  brifkly  ;  and  then  Mr.  Weifer 
interpreted  the  contents  of  it  to  the  fachems,  who,  confer- 
ring amongft  themfelves  about  the  execution  of  it,  the 
major  part  of  them  feemed  very  inclinable  to  fign  and  de- 
liver it  ;  but  upon  Shukelemy,  an  Oneydoe  chiefs  remon- 
ftrance,  fbme  of  the  others,  with  himfelf,  refufed,  for  that 
day,  executing  it ;  which  refufal  of  Shukelemy,  we  impu- 
ted, and  that  not  without  reafon,  to  fome  finifter  and  un- 
der-hand means,  made  ufe  of  by  the  Pennfylvanians,  to  in- 
duce the  fachems  not  to  give  up  their  right  to  the  lands  by 
deed,  without  having  a  larger  consideration  given  them9 
by  the  province  of  Maryland,  than  what  was  fpecified  in 
the  releafe.  Shukelemy,  who  before,  we  had  efteemed  one 
of  our  fafteft  friends,  put  us  under  a  deep  furprife  and  con- 
fufion,  by  his  unfair  behaviour  ;  yet  we,  in  fome  meafure, 
extricated  ourfelves  out  of  them,  by  the  honeft  Canna- 
fateego's,  and  the  other  fachems,  to' the  number  of  fixteen, 

delivering 
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delivering  the  deed  after  the  forms  cuftomary  with  the 
Englifh,  to  which  there  were  a  great  many  gentlemen  fign- 
ed  their  names  as  witnefTes.  Mr.  Weifer  affured  the  com- 
miffioners, that  he,  with  Cannafateego  and  fome  other 
chiefs,  would  fo  effe&ually  reprefent  the  unfair  dealing 
of  Shukelemy,  and  his  partifans  in  council,  that  he  did  not 
doubt  to  induce  him  and  them  totally  to  finifh  this  bufi- 
nefs  on  Monday  next,  maugre  all  the  infinuations  and  mif- 
reprefentations  agitated  by  the  enemies  of  Maryland  ;  and 
indeed  Mr.  Interpreter  proved  fuccefsful,  as  is  evident  in 
the  transactions  of  Monday,  and  may  be  feen  in  the  print- 
ed treaty. 

Monday,  July  the  id,  1744,  A.  M. 

The  honourable  commiffioners  of  Maryland,  with  Mr. 
Weifer,  met  at  the  houfe  of  George  Sanderfon,  in  this 
town,  when  the  fever al  chiefs,  who  had  not  figned  the 
deed  of  releafe,  and  renunciation  of  their  claim  to  lands  in 
Maryland,  did  now  cheerfully,  and  without  any  hefitation, 
execute  the  fame,  in  the  prefence  of  the  commiffioners,  and 
Mr.  Weifer  ;  which  latter  they  caufed  to  fign  and  deliver 
it  on  behalf  of  a  nation  not  prefent,  both  with  his  Indian 
name  of  Tarachiawagon,  and  that  of  Weifer.  Thus  we 
happily  effected  the  purchafe  of  the  lands  in  Maryland,  by 
the  dexterous  management  of  the  interpreter,  notwithstand- 
ing the  ftorm  on  Saturday,  that  threatened  to  blaft  our 
meamres  ;  and  hereby  gained  not  only  fome  hundred 
thoufand  acres  of  land  to  Lord  Baltimore,  who  had  no 
good  right  to  them  before  this  releafe,  but  an  undifturbed 
and  quiet  enjoyment  of  them  to  the  feveral  poffefTors,  who, 
in  fa£fc,  had  bought  of  that  Lord's  agent. 

The  names  of  the  chiefs,  who  ligned  and  delivered  the 
deed,  were, 

Cannafateego,  Tacanoontia,  Johnuhat,  Caxhayion,  To- 
ruchdadon,  Netokanyhak,  and  Rotierawuchto,  fachems  of 
the  Onondago  nation. 

Saguchfonyunt,  Gachradodon,  Hutafalyakon,  Rowanho- 
hifo,  Ofochquah,  and  Seventies,  fachems  of  the  Cahugaes. 

Swadamy,  alias  Shukelemy,  Onichnaxqua,  Onochkal- 
lydawy,  alias  Watfatuha,  Tohafhwanrarorows,  Arugh- 
ho&hthaw,  and  Tiorliaafery,  fachems  of  the  Oneydoes. 

Sidowax,  Attiufgu,  Tuwaiadachquha,  fachems  of  the 
Tufcarorbes.  Tanafanegos? 
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Tanafanegos,  and  Tanachiuntus,  chiefs  of  the  Senikers, 
or  Senecaes. 

The  deed  was  delivered  by  Mr.  Commiffioner  Jenings,  on 
his  return  to  Annapolis,  to  his  clerk,  Mr.  Richard  Burdus, 
who  recorded  it  among  the  land  records,  in  the  provincial 
court  office  of  Maryland,  in  libro.  E.  I.  fo.  8,  9,  10,  11. 

This  morning  the  Governor  met  the  Indians  on  bufmefs$ 
and  Cannafateego  anfwered  his  Honour's  fpeech  made  to 
the  Indians  on  Thurfday  laft,  relating  to  the  murder  of 
John  Armftrong  and  his  two  men,  Indian  traders.  The 
chief  faid,  "  That  the  Indians  were,  from  the  bottom 
$'  of  their  hearts,  very  forry  fuch  a  misfortune  had  hap* 
"  pened  ;  but  hoped  their  brother  Onas  would  dry  up  his 
"  tears,  and  wipe  his  eyes  :  That  they  would  fend  the  two 
"  Delawares  down  to  Philadelphia,  who  were  fufpecled  to 
H  be,  and  charged  as  acceiTaries  to  the  murder,  though  they 
"  really  believed  them  guiltlefs  ;  for  they  allured  the  Gov* 

ernor^hat  on  the  trial  of  the  Indian  in  Philadelphia  gaol* 
li  committed  for  perpetrating  Armftrong's  and  his  men's 
"  murder,  it  would  appear,  that  he  was  the  fole  perfon 
•  *  who  did  the  horrid  deed  :  however,  to  comply  with  the 
K  Governor's  requeft,  they  would  fend  the  Delawares, 
1  (but  not  as  prifoners)  to  be  examined  and  tried  ;  and  if 
c  they  were  found  guilty,  to  fuffer  as  the  Englifh  law  pre- 
iC  fcribes  ;  but  if  innocent,  then  to  return  them  fafe  to  the 
:'  Six  Nations."  His  Honour,  in  return,  faid,  "  That 
:c  great  care  fhould  be  taken  to  do  the  Delawares  all  the 

juftice  in  the  world  :  and  if,  upon  a  fair  trial,  they 
,c  fhould  be  acquitted,  he  would  fend  them  in  fafety  tp 
c  their  own  homes." 

The  Indians  gave  the  Governor  four  firings  of  wampum* 
md  he,  in  return,  prefented  them  with  three  fixings.  But 
for  a  more  particular  account  of  Armftrong  and  his  men's 
murder,  fee  the  treaty  at  large. 

In  the  afternoon,  the  honourable  commiffioner 3  of  Vir~ 
i^inia  had  a  conference  with  the  Indians  in  the  court-houfe 
:hamber,  when  a  deed,  in  the  nature  of  ours,  releafing 
:heir  claim  to  a  large  quantity  of  land,  lying  in  that  colo- 
xy,  was  produced  by  Mr.  Weifer  to  the  fachems  for  execu- 
ion,  which  was  figned  and  delivered  by  them  in  the  pref- 
ace qf  divers  gentlemen  of  the  three  colonies,  who  were 

witneffes 
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witneffes  to  the  fame.  Wine  and  fangree  was  prefented  to 
the  chiefs,  who  drank  to  the  continuation  of  the  friendfhip 
betwixt  them,  and  his  Majefty's  fubjecte  in  Virginia.  Af- 
ter the  deed  was  executed,  Cannafateego  commanded  the 
young  Indian  men,  then  prefent,  to  entertain  the  Govern- 
or and  commifiioners,  in  the  evening,  with  a  particular 
dance,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  their  nations  ;  which 
was  complied  with  about  8  o'clock.  Before  they  perform- 
ed the  dance,  I  went  to  their  camp,  where  I  faw  the  young 
warriors  paint  themfelves  in  a  frightful  manner,  and  on 
their  heads  place  a  great  quantity  of  feathers.  They  took 
arrows  and  tomahawks  in  their  hands,  and  then  unan- 
imoufly  ran  out  of  their  camp,  hallooing  and  fhrieking 
(which  was  terrible  to  us,  being  ftrangers)  up  the  ftreet  to 
Mr.  Cookfon's,  where  the  Governor  was  ;  and  there  they 
made  a  ring,  a  perfon  being  placed  in  it,  and  danced  round 
him  to  a  horrid  noife,  made  by  the  inclofed  perfon,  and 
the  others.  In  this  manner  they  continued  fome  time, 
flourtfhing  their  weapons,  and  ftriving  to  deftroy  him  in 
the  ring.  When  they  had  acted  thus  about  feven  or  eight 
minutes,  then  their  captain  ran  before  them,  very  fwift,  to 
another  place,  about  twenty  or  thirty  yards  diftance  from 
Mr.  Cookfon's,  and  there  acted  the  fame  over  again.  This 
was  a  reprefentation  of  the  Indians  befieging  a  fort  of  their 
enemies,  (who  have  no  cannon)  the  perfon  in  the  midft  oi 
the  circle  reprefenting  the  fort  befieged,  and  the  Indians 
encircling  him,  the  beiiegers  :  and  as  it  happens  fometimes. 
that  they  are  beaten  from  a  fort  when  befieging  it,  fo  their 
running  away,  as  defcribed  above,  was  the  manner  of  their 
retreat.  As  foon  as  the  Indians  recovered  their  fatigue 
they  renewed  the  attack  of  the  fuppofed  fort.  When  the} 
had  finifhed  the  fiege,  and  the  Governor  and  commiflion 
ers  had  treated  them  with  fangree,  they  immediately  retin 
ed  to  their  wigwams. 


Tucfday,  yl  July,  1744- 
At  1 1  o'clock,  this  morning,  the  Governor,  and  all  tiie 
honourable  commifiioners,  had  a  meeting  with  the  Sii 
Nations  in  the  court-houfe,  when  his  Honour  made 
fpeech  to  them,  as  did  the  commifiioners  of  Virginia  anc 
Maryland  ;    and  each  party  prefented  firings  and  belts  o 

wampum  ; 
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wampum ;  on  receipt  of  which,  the  Indians  gave  the  ufuaH 
cry  of  approbation,  and  in  a  flronger  and  more  cheerful 
tone  than  heretofore,  They  were  ferved  with  plenty  of 
rum  at  the  concluiion  of  the  fpeeches,  and  drank  it  with  a 
good  gout. 

Wednefday,  4th  July,  1744. 

The  Indian  chiefs  aflembled  in  the  court-houfe,  and  the 
•Governor  and  commiffioners  met  them  there,  when  the 
fpeeches  made  yefterday,  by  the  latter  gentlemen,  were  an- 
fwered  by  the  Indian  orators,  After  this,  the  chiefs  made 
a  prefent  of  a  large  bundle  of  deer-fkins  to  his  Honour, 
the  commiffioners  of  Virginia,  and  to  thofe  of  Maryland, 
which  were  kindly  accepted.  The  Governor,  eommiffion- 
ers  of  Virginia,  and  the  white  byflanders,  gave  three  loud 
huzzas,  and  thereby  put  an  end  to  the  treaty  in  regard  to 
them. 

In  the  Afternoon.     Court-Houfe. 

The  Shawanefe  nation  of  Indians,  who  compofe  the 
fixth  body  amongft  thefe  Indians,  in  the  year  1742,  came 
down  to  Maryland,  on  the*  eaftern  more  of  that  province, 
to  a  nation  of  our  friendly  Indians,  and  tributary  to  the 
Six  Nations,  called  the  Nanticokes,  from  inhabiting  near 
a  river  of  that  name  ;  and,  by  their  artifices,  perfuaded 
them  to  rife  upon  the  Englifh,  to  recover  all  the  lands  that 
had  been  formerly  theirs,  but  now  poiTeffed  by  the  Englifh, 
under  Lord  Baltimore  ;  at  the  fame  time  promifing  the 
Nanticokes  all  the  affiftance  in  the  power  of  them,  the 
Shawanefe,  though  they  were  in  perfect  friendfhip  with 
us,  by  the  treaty  made  during  the  adminiftration  of  the 
Hon.  Charles  Calvert,  Efq.  who,  giving  ear,  but  too  un- 
warily, to  the  Shawanefe,  did  intend  to  have  put  in  prac- 
tice the  wicked  fcheme  of  deftroying  the  white  inhabitants 
of  that  more  ;  but  their  machinations  were  opportunely 
Idifcovered,  by  one  of  the  Nanticoke  chiefs,  a  day  or  two 
before  they  were  to  have  perpetrated  the  intended  murders 
of  the  Englifh.  Upon  this,  the  militia  of  the  counties 
jwere  raifed  ;  who,  after  a  great  and  clofe  fearch,  took  68 
Nanticoke  chiefs  prifoners,  with  old  Panquafh,  their  empe- 
ror ;  and  they  were  brought  to  Annapolis  in  Hoops,  and 
there  examined  and  confined,  but  afterwards  fet  at  liberty. 
As  thefe  a&ions  of  the  Shawanefe  (who,  indeed,  are  the 

moft 
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moft  difhoneft  and  treacherous  of  all  the  other  Six  Nations, 
and  for  that  reafon  hated  by  them)  were  contrary  to  the 
treaties  then  fubfifting  betwixt  us,  and  them  as  a  part  of 
the  Six  Nations,  the  commiflioners  took  an  opportunity,  in 
a  private  conference  with  them  this  afternoon,  "  to  afk 
"  them  the  reafon  of  the  Shawnefe's  procedure,  and  wheth- 
"  er  they  had  any  countenance  from  other  nations  ?  and 
"  alfo  defired  the  chiefs,  then  prefentj  to  fearch  this  bufi- 
w  nefs  fully,  and  reprimand  the  criminal  Shawnefe,  who 
cc  were  more  blameable  than  the  deluded  Nanticokes." 
The  Six  Nations,  by  their  orator,  faid,  "  that  they  were 
M  heartily  forry  for  what  the  Shawanefe  had  done  ;  but, 
cc  on  their  return  to  Onondago,  they  would  make  a  ftrict 
^  inquiry  of  the  whole  affair  ;  and  if  they  found  them  fo 
"  culpable  as  we  alleged  they  were,  then  they  would  fe- 
"  verely  reprimand  them  for  their  treacherous  behaviour, 
;c  contrary  to  the  faith  of  treaties.* ■  When  this  anfwer 
was  finimed,  our  commiflioners  mook  the  feveral  chiefs  by 
the  hand,  and  took  their  leaves  of  them,  prefenting  Gach- 
radodon  with  a  fine  laced  hat. 

This  Gachradodon  is  a  very  celebrated  warrior,  and 
one  of  the  Cahuga  chiefs,  about  forty  years  of  age,  tall, 
ftraight-limbed,  and  a  graceful  perfon,  but  not  fo  fat  as 
Cannafateego.  His  action,  when  he  fpoke,  was  certainly 
the  moft  graceful,  as  well  as  bold,  that  any  perfon  ever 
faw  ;  without  the  buffoonery  of  the  French,  or  over-fol- 
emn  deportment  of  the  haughty  Spaniards.  When  he 
made  the  complimentary  fpeech  (page  1 94)  on  the  occafion 
of  giving  Lord  Baltimore  the  name  of  Tocaryhogon,  he 
was  complimented  by  the  Governor,  who  faid,  "  that  he 
would  have  made  a  good  figure  in  the  forum  of  old 
Rome."  And  Mr.  Commiflioner  Jenings  declared,  *  that 
he  had  never  feen  fo  jufl  an  action  in  any  of  the  moft  cel- 
ebrated orators  he  had  heard  fpeak." 

Thar/day,  $tb  July,  1744. 
This  morning,  Mr.  Peters,  fecretary  to  the  Governor, 
Mr.  Black,  fecretary  to  the  honourable  commiflioners  o£ 
Virginia,  and  myfelf,  examined  the  whole  treaty,  and  fin- 
ifhed  all  matter:-;  any  way  relating  to  it.  At  12,  Colonels 
Colvill  and  King,  with  the  Virginia  commiflioners,  fettled 

our 
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our  accounts  with  Mr.  Worrall.  Here  we  dined,  and  imme- 
diately afterwards  mounted  our  horfes,  and  went  from  this 
filthy  town  to  our  kind,  facetious  landlord's,  Mr.  Hughes, 
at  Nottingham  townfliip,  by  the  Gap-Road,  fo  called  from 
a  (pace  or  gap  being  open  in  the  ridge  of  blue  mountains, 
which  extend  a  great  way  to  the  fouth-weftward  of  Virgin- 
ia, and  north-eaftward  of  Pennfylvania. 

I  was  fo  fatigued  with  my  journey,  which  was  forty- four 
miles,  and  the  weather  was  fo  very  fultry,  withal,  having 
no  good  accommodations  on  the  road,  that  fever al  of  us 
were  feized  with  a  fever.  Lay  at  Mr.  Hughes's,  where 
good  care  was  taken  of  me  by  my  kind  hoft. 

Friday ',  6th  July,  1744. 
Breakfafted  at  Mr.  Hughes's  ;  and  about  eight  in  the 
morning  fet  out  for  Mr.  Benjamin  Chew's,  in  Cecil  coun- 
ty, after  having  taken  leave  of  the  honourable  commif- 
fiohers  of  Virginia,  and  the  feveral  young  gentlemen  of 
that  colony,  with  the  latter  of  whom  I  had  contracted  a 
friendfhip,  and  received  many  civilities  from  them.  My 
horfe  tired  in  my  journey  to  Mr.  Chew's,  though  it  wa$ 
but  ten  miles.  Here  I  refted  this  day  and  night,  my  fever 
continuing,  and  my  horfe  ftill  remaining  lame. 

Saturday,  Jth  of  July-,  *744» 
Went  from  Mr.  Chew's  about  fix  this  morning  :  croiied 
the  lower  ferry  of  Sufquehannah  :  baited  at  Mr.  Tread- 
way's  ordinary,  and  arrived  at  Joppa  about  11  o'clock. 
Ferried  from  thence  over  Gunpowder  river  to  Mr.  Day's, 
where  I  dined.  From  hence  proceeded  to  Baltimore  town., 
where  I  refted  at  the  Reverend  Mr.  Benedict  Bourdillon's  ; 
ftaid  and  drank  tea  with  him  and  his  lady,  and  then  went 
over  Potapfcoe  river  to  Mrs.  Hughes's  ordinary,  where  I 
lodged  this  night. 

Sunday,  Sib  July,   1744. 
After  breakfaft,  about  fix  this  morning,  went  from  hence 
to  Annapolis,  with  Mr.  William  Dallam,  and  arrived  there 
at  ten  o'clock. 

The  end  of  my  Journal* 

Witham  Mar  she, 
Sec'ry  to  the  Hon.  Commif.  of  Maryland. 
Cc         \Vol  vii.] 
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A  List  of  the  several  Public  Offices,  Ecclesias- 
tical Preferments,  and  other  Places  of  Profit, 
in  the  province  of  maryland,  with  their  rev- 
ENUES ;  in  whose  Distribution,  as  a  Proprietary 
Government. 

CHARLES  Lord  Baltimore,  Proprietor. 
SterL 
Gift  of  the  £  Governor,  appointed  by  Proprietor,  ap- 
Proprietor.  £      approved  by  his  Majefty,      -         -      £^SS0- 
But  if  the  government  was  in  the  hands 
of  the  Crown,  the  Governor  would 
receive  more,       -  500. 

Proprietor.     CommhTary-General,  his  office,  worth         900. 
Proprietor.     Secretary's  office,     -  800. 

Proprietor.     Six  naval  offices,  at  £.150  each,     -       -      900. 
Proprietor   ("Thirteen  Shrievalties,  at  £.200  each,       2600. 

by  his  Gov-  <      ^  Thefe  are  thriving  offices,  and  in  time  of  peace 
ernor.       /  are  wortn  more  tnan  ;£«2oo  per  ann.  com. 

C  annis. 

f  Thirteen  County  Clerkfhips,  grantable 

Secretary^  )       *"or  ^e»  at  £'ll5   Per  ann»  t>Ut   more 

C      in  peaceable  times,    -  *495» 

Lds.  of  the  £  Colle&orfhip  for  the  drflrift  of  Patuxent,     300. 

Treafury.     y      CO*  There  are  3  others,  but  know  not  their  value. 

Four  Deputy-Collect-orfhips,  in  the  gift 

of  the  fever al  Collectors,  -         -         --    ioo. 

Three  Truftees  or  Commiffioners  of  the 

Loan  Office,  appointed  by  the  Gov.         120. 

Their  Clerk's  falary,  40, 

Ecclefiaftical  Preferments. 
Thirty-feven  Parifhes,  in  the  Proprietor's  gift,  at 

£.120  each,      ------         4440. 

Note.  If  the  clergy  are  once  inducted,  no  one 
can  turn  them  out,  let  their  behaviour  be  ever 
fo  fcandalous,  for  there  is  no  fpiritual  court, 
nor  has  any  Bifhop  power  to  control  them  in 
Maryland,  the  Proprietor  being  head  of  the 
church,  &c. 


Carried  over,  £.  1 3745- 
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Brought  over ;  £,  13745. 

Treasurers  of  the  two  fhores,     -        -        y  250. 

Clerkfhip  of  the  Council,     -         .         -         -  160. 

Clerkfhip  of  the  Houfe  of  Delegates,  in  their  gift,  50. 
Armory-Keeper,  falary,  net,  -  -  -  -  40. 
Regifter  of  the  Commiffary-General,  in  his  gift,  80* 
Clerkfhip  of  the  Secretary's  office,  in  the  Sec'ry's  gift,  65. 

£- 1439^ 

Befides  the  places  and  benefices  here  particularly  enu- 
merated, there  are  fundry  fmall  gifts  of  profit,  which,  in 
the  whole,  may  amount  to  a  confiderable  fum. 

■       'I  '  ■  1  -in'n      iiiin-.ni  it  11 ■mm  I  I  '     iiiii.i  ■■—  M  ■    I.  I  I  IWH  'i 

Union  of  the  British  American  Colonies,  as  pro" 
posed  in  the  year  1 754. 

PLAN*  of  a  propofed  union  of  the  feveral  colonies 
of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  New-Hampfhire,  Connecticut, 
Rhode-Ifland,  New- York,  and  New-Jerfey,  for  their  mu- 
tual defence  and  fecurity,  and  for  extending  the  Britifh  fet. 
tlements  northward  and  weft  ward  of  faid  colonies,  in 
North-America  ;  recommended  by  commiffioners  from  fev- 
eral colonies,  met  in  congrefs,  at  Albany,  June  14,  1754. 

Prefent, 
Lieut.  Gov.  De  Lanoey,  MeiTrs.  Mur-  ~>  M      v    , 

ray,  Johnfon,  Chambers,  &  Smith,  j  iNew-lorJS- 
Meffrs.  Welles,  Hutchinfon,  Chandler,  \  M9fach„reff<i  -r.v 

Partridge,  and  Worthington,  5  Maliacnuietts-15ay. 

Meffrs.  Wibird,  Atkinfon,  Weare,  and  ?  I T      „       /u* 
Sherburne,  '_  J  New-Hampflure. 

Lieut.  Gov.  Pitkin,  Mai.  Woolcot,  and  ?  ~         ~. 

Col.  Williams,  J  j  C°»ne&cut. 

Meffrs.  Hopkins  and  Howard,  .Rhode-Ifland, 

Meffrs.    Penn,    Peters,    Norris,    and  ?  -r,      r  -, 

Franklin,  ■  j  Pennfylvama. 

Col.  Talker  and  Maj,  Barnes,  Maryland. 

That  humble  application  be  made  for  an  acl:  of  the  Par- 
liament of  Great-Britain,  by  virtue  of  which  one  general 

Union 

*  There  was  another  plan  propofed,  which  embraced  all  the  cola* 
nies  of  North-America,  except  Georgia  and  Nova-Scotia, 
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Union  may  be  formed,  including  all  the  faid  colonies  ; 
within  and  notwithstanding  which  union,  each  of  faid  col- 
onies fhall  and  may  hold  and  maintain  its  prefent  conftitu- 
tion,  except  the  particulars  wherein  a  change  or  alteration 
may  be  directed  by  faid  act,  as  hereafter  follows,  viz. 

That  in  the  faid  general  union,  the  ordering  and  direc- 1 
tion  of  the  affairs  thereof  be  adminiftered  by  one  Prefident- 1 
General,  who  fhall  be  the  Governor  of  the  province  of  the  I 
Maffachufetts-Bay  for  the  time  being  ;  and  a  Grand  Coun- 1 
cil  to  be  chofen  by  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people  of  the  j 
faid  colonies,  met  in  their  refpective  affemblies. 

That  within  months  after  the  palling  fuch  act,  the 

Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  in  the  feverai  affemblies  that  hap- 
pen to  be  fetting  at  that  time,  or  that  fhall  be  fpecially  con- 
vened for  that  purpofe,  may  and  fhall  choofe  members  for 
the  Grand  Council  in  the  following  proportions,  that  is  to 
fay, 

MaiTachufetts-Bay    -      7         New-Hampfhire  3 

Connecticut  4         Rhode-Ifland  -     2 

New- York    -     -      *    4        New-Jerfey  3 

In  all,     23 

Who  fhall  meet,  for  the  firft  time,  at  the  town  of 
Bofton,  in  New-England,  at  fuch  time  as  fhall  be  appointed 
by  the  Prefident-General,  and  wheregf  the  members  of  the 
Grand  Council  fhall  be  duly  notified,  as  foon  as  convenient- 
ly may  be,  after  an  act.  of  Parliament  for  this  purpofe  is 
paired,  and  the  feverai  colonies  duly  acquainted  thereof. 

That  the  members  of  the  Grand  Council  fhall  be  newly 
elected  and  chofen,  by  the  Reprefentatives  in  the  feverai 
affemblies,  every  three  years  ;  and  on  the  death  or  refuta- 
tion of  any  member,  his  place  fhall  be  fupplied  by  a  new 
choice,  at  the  next  fitting  of  the  affembly  of  the  colony  he 
reprefented. 

That  the  Grand  Council  fhall  meet  once  in  every  year, 
and  oftener,  if  occafion  require,  at  fuch  time  and  place  as 
they  fhall  adjourn  to,  at  their  laft  preceding  meeting  ;  or 
as  they  fhall  be  called  to  meet  at,  by  the  Prefident-General, 
on  any  emergency,  he  having  firft  obtained,  in  writing,  the 
confent  of  five  of  the  members  to  fuch  call  ;  or,  on  appli- 
cation made  to  the  Prefident-General  by  ten  of  the  Grand 

Council, 
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Council,  in  writing,  under  their  hands,  to  have  a  meeting 
called,  he  fhall  fend  due  and  timely  notice  to  the  whole. 

That  the  Grand  Council  mail  neither  be  diffolved,  pro- 
rogued, nor  continued  fitting,  longer  than  four  weeks  at 
one  time,  without  their  own  confent,  or  the  fpecial  com- 
mand of  the  Crown. 

That  the  Prefident-General  mall  have  a  cafting  voice, 
whenever  an  equi-vote  fhall  happen  in  the  Grand  Council. 

That  a  quorum  of  the  Grand  Council,  to  acl  with  the 
Prefident-General,  do  confift  of  twelve  members,  among 
whom  there  fhall  be  one  or  more  from  a  majority  of  the 
colonies. 

That  the  Grand  Council  fhall  annually  grant  a  falary,  to 
be  allowed  and  paid  to  the  Prefident-General,  for  his  fervi- 
ces,  not  exceeding  the  fum  of  £.         flerling, 

That  the  members  of  the  Grand  Council  fhall  be  allow- 
ed, for  their  fervice,  10/.  flerling  per  diem,  during  their 
feflions  and  jouurney  to  and  from  the  place  of  meeting, 
twenty  miles  to  be  reckoned  a  day's  journey. 

That  in  ,cafe  of  the  death  of  the  Prefident-General,  the 
jLieut.  Governor  of  the  province  of  the  MafTachufetts-Bay 
(hall  prefide,  and  be  vefted  with  the  fame  powers  and  au- 
thorities, till  the  arrival  of  a  new  Governor  for  faid  colony. 

That  the  Prefident-General,  with  the  Grand  Council, 
fummoned  and  affembled  for  that  purpofe,  or  a  quorum  of 
them  as  aforefaid,  fhall  hold  and  direct  all  Indian  treaties, 
in  which  the  general  intereft  or  welfare  of  thefe  colonies 
may  be  concerned  ;  and  make  peace  or  declare  war  with 
[ndian  nations  ;  that  they  make  fuch  rules  and  orders,  with 
pains  and  punifhments  annexed  thereto,  as  they  judge 
neceffary,  for  regulating  all  Indian  trade  ;  that  they  direct 
and  order  the  ways  and  means,  neceffary  and  beneficial  to 
fupport  and  maintain  the  fafety  and  interefts  of  thefe  colo* 
nies,  againft  all  their  common  enemies  ;  that  they  make  all 
purchafes  from  Indians,  for  the  Crown,  of  lands  not  now 
within  the  bounds  of  particular  colonies,  or  that  fhall  not 

I  be  within  their  bounds,  when  the  extenfion  of  feme  of 
them  are  rendered  more  certain. 

That  they  make  new  fettlements  on  fuch  purchafes,  by 
granting  lands  in  the  King's  name,  referving  a  quit-rent  to 
the  Crown  for  the  ufe  of  the  general  treafury. 

That 
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That  they  make  neceffary  rules  and  orders  for  the  wel« 
regulating  and  managing  fuch  new  fettlements,  till  th  I 
Crown  fhall  think  fit  to  form  them  into  particular  goverrj; 
ment  or  governments. 

That  they  agree  and  conclude  the  number  of  men,  an! 
fums  of  money,  that  fhall,  from  time  to  time,  be  needed  t 
be  raifed  and  paid  for  the  purpofes  aforementioned  ;  anj 
when  the  Prefident-General  and  Grand  Council  fhall  coil 
elude   and   agree   on   any  number  of  men,  and  fum  il 
money,  needed  on  any  occafion,  they  fhall  notify  the  fairj 
to  each  of  the  Affemblies  of  faid  colonies,  by  fending  a! 
account  thereof  to  the  refpective  Governors  of  each  of  faij 
colonies,  to  be  communicated  to  their  Affemblies,  reconj 
mending  it  to  each  colony  to  raife  their  quota  of  men,ar  j 
levy,  collect,  and  pay  their  proportion  of  money,  acconj 
ing  to  the  proportion  herein  before  fettled  for  members  1| 
be  chofen  for  the  Grand  Council  from  each  colony  ;  whic]  \ 
may  be  done,  in  each  colony,  in  fuch  manner  and  form,  j 
to  them  appears  equal  and  right. 

That  the  Prefident-General  be  the  general  or  chief  corj 
mander  of  all  the  forces  raifed  by  virtue  of  this  union 
and  that  it  be  his  office  and  duty  to  caufe  the  acls,  rukW 
and  orders,  made  and  concluded  by  virtue  hereof,  to  1| 
carried  into  execution  ;    and  he  fhall  commiflion  all  tit  J 
general  officers  that  are  needed,  who  fhall  be  nominated  W 
him  by  the  Grand  Council  ;  and  he  fhall  commiflion  tl : 
other  commiflion  officer  or  officers,  that  fhall  be  neede|, 
who  fhall  be  nominated  to  him  by  the  Affembly  of  thfc 
colony,  whofe  foldiers  are  to  be  commanded  by  fuch  officr 
or  officers. 

That  the  Prefident-General  and  Grand  Council  of  the 
United  Colonies  may  appoint  a  general  treafurer,  and); 
particular  treafurer  in  each  government,  when  neceffary] 
and,  from  time  to  time,  may  order  the  fums  in  the  parti 
ular  treasuries,  by  them  appointed  in  each  government,  i 
to  the  general  treafury,  or  draw  on  them  for  fpecial  pal 
ments,  as  they  find  moft  convenient  ;  yet  no  money  to  .1 
fue  but  by  joint  orders  of  the  Prefident-General  and  Grail 
Council,  except  where  fums  have  been  appropriated  to  pa» 
ticular  purpofes,  and  the  Prefident-General  previoufly  erl 
powered  by  an  order  to  draw  for  fuch  fums. 

Th| 
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That  the  general  accounts  mall  be  yearly  fettled  and  re- 
ported to  the  feveral  Affemblies* 

That  the  particular  military,  as  well  as  civil,  eilablifh* 
merits  and  conftitutions  of  each  colony,  remain  firm  and 

Jentire,  without  any   other   change  or  alteration  than  is 

[J herein  before  mentioned,  this  general  union  notwithiland- 

ijing.  , 

And  further,  it  is  propofed,  that  there  be  a  union  made 
by  an  acl:  of  the  parliament  of  Great-Britain  ;   by  virtue 

I  whereof,  one  general  union  may  be  formed,  including  the 
feveral    colonies    of    Pennfylvania,    Maryland,    Virginia, 

ij North-Carolina,  and  South-Carolina  ;  the  affairs  whereof, 
in  relation  to  matters  and  things  of  the  like  nature  to 
what  is  herein  before  comprifed,  to  be  ordered,  directed, 
and  adminiftered,  in  the  like  manner  and  form  as  is  here* 

jln  before  mentioned. 

And  further,  it  is  propofed,  that  on  any  fpecial  emer- 
gency, and  extraordinary  occaiion,  wherein  it  may  be 
thought  needful,  there  may  be  juft  rules  and  directions 

ijtnade  and  given,  wherein  all  the  faid  colonies,  herein  be- 

jfore  propofed  to  be  united,  in  the  more  northern  part  of 
America,  and  thofe  propofed  to  be  united  in  the  more 
fouthern  part  of  North-America,  may  acl:  in  concert  againft 
the  common  enemy,  in  the  beft  and  moil  advantageous 
manner. 

Report  of  a  Committee,  chosen  by  the  General 
Assembly  of  Connecticut,  respecting  the  fore* 
going  Plan  of  Union. 

To  the  Honourable  General  AJfembly,  fitting  at  Nezv-Haven^ 
Oftober,  1754. 

jTT^TE,  your  Honours'  committee,  appointed  to  take 
V  V  into  coniideration  the  propofed  plan  for  an  union 
of  his  Majefty's  governments  in  North-America,  to  give 
our  opinion  thereon,  and  the  reafons  of  fuch  our  opinion ,. 
&c.  humbly  report  on  the  premifes,  viz. 

Having  duly  and  maturely  confidered  faid  plan,  we  are  of 

j  opinion,  that  the  fame  has  a  tendency  greatly  to  weaken 

and  injure  his  Majefty's  intereft?  and  that  it  is  fubverfive  of 

the 
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the  juft  rights  and  privileges  of  his  good  and  faithful  fub- 
jecls  inhabiting  his  dominions  on  this  continent  ;  and  for 
fuch  our  opinion,  we,  with  much  fubmiffion,  offer  the  fol- 
lowing reafons. 

i.  We  find  his  Majefty's  territories,  from  thefouth-weft 
part  of  Georgia  to  Menis,  is  more  than  feventeen  hundred 
miles  ;  of  which,  from  the  head  of  St.  John's  (which  wel 
fuppofe  to  be  the  north-eaft  extent  of  the  Maffachufetts 
province)  to  the  Apilachi  mountains,  (which  we  fuppofe; 
to  be  the  fouth-weft  extent  of  the  colony  of  South-Caroli- 
na,) is,  on  the  frontiers  by  land,  about  fifteen  hundred 
miles  ;  which  laft  extent  is  all  within  the  limits  of  the  pro- 
pofed  plan  of  union,  fo  that  the  prefident-general  and 
council  have  to  provide  for  this  large  extent  of  frontiers  ; 
and  mould  Georgia  and  Nova-Scotia,  when  able  to  affift, 
be  added,  it  makes  the  fame  yet  greater.  The  fea-coaft, 
we  find,  varies  very  little  from  the  extent  by  land  ;  and 
we  think  it  impracticable  that  his  Majefty's  intereft,  and 
the  good  of  his  people,  inhabiting  fo  great  a  country,  can, 
in  any  advantageous  or  tolerable  manner,  be  confidered  and 
conducted  by  the  propofed  prefident-general  and  council. 

2.  The  prefident-general  and  council  having  authority 
to  nominate  and  commifiionate  all  military  commiflion 
officers,  we  apprehend,  will  be  highly  difadvantageous  to 
his  Majefty's  intereft.  Under  this  head  we  confider  that 
our  officers  generally  are  chofen  out  of  the  beft  yeomen  of 
this  colony,  who  five  on  their  own  lands,  in  peace  and 
plenty  ;  but  have  ever  been  ready  to  ferve  their  country 
in  the  field,  when  called  :  their  commiffions  have  always 
been  prepared  and  delivered  into  their  hands  gratis.  Un- 
der thefe  officers,  thus  chofen  and  commiffionated,  free- 
holders' fons,  the  youth  of  this  colony,  have  on  all  occa- 
lions,  with  great  cheerfulnefs  and  alacrity,  generally  enlift- 
ed  ;  and  their  country's  good  (not  necefiity)  has  led  theni 
to  arms.  Now,  fliould  officers  be  fent  from  abroad,  we 
are  fully  fatisfied,  fuch  youth  would  not  enlift  ;  and  to 
prefs  thefe  generous  young  men  into  fervice  will  be  not 
only  hard  and  grievous,  but  in  all  probability  will  greatly; 
difhearten  and  difpirit  them,  and  this,  we  conclude,  is 
very  much  the  cafe  in  other  his  Majefty's  provinces  and 
colonies  on  the  continent. 

3.  Hi: 
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3.  His  Majefty's  fubje&s,  now  inhabiting  this  country, 
are  a  very  great  body  ;  and  in  every  twenty-five  years  the 
increafe  of  inhabitants  is  fo  great,  they  are  fuppofed  to  be- 
come double.  This  power  and  ftferigth  being  brought  in- 
to one  point,  all  to  move  under  the  direction  of  faid  prefi- 
dent-general  and  council,  we  fear,  may  in  time  be  of  dan- 
gerous confluence  to  his  Majefty's  intereft,  and  the  good 
of  his  loyal  fubjeclrs  here. 

4.  Further,  we  apprehend  his  Majefty's  intereft  is  in 
great  danger  from  the  prefident-general's  having  a  nega- 
tive voice  ;  for  if  it  ever  be,  that  that  officer  Ihould  not 
well  underftand  or  purfue  proper  methods  for  the  country's 
good,  all  may  be  ruined  before  relief  can  be  had  from  the 
throne ;  and  it  feems  to  us,  that  the  Grand  Council  are  moft 
likely  to  underftand  the  true  intereft  and  weal  of  this  people. 

5.  We  think  the  propofal,  in  faid  plan  contained,  for 
the  Prefident-General  and  Council  to  lay  and  levy  taxes,  &c. 
as  they  pleafe,  throughout  this  territory*  is  a  very  extraor- 
dinary thing,  and  againft  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Eng- 
lifhmen  in  general  ;  andfuch  an  innovation  or  breach  on  char- 
ter privileges •,  we  fear ■,  will  greatly  dif courage  and  dijhearten  his 
Majejlfs  good  fubjecls.  All  which,  with  a  draught  for.  a 
union,  delivered  in  herewith,  is  humbly  fubmitted,  by 

Your  Honours'  committee, 

Wm.  Pitkin. 
Jonath.  Tr  unable* 
Jofeph  Fowle. 
Jofeph  Pitkin, 
j  Jabez  Hamlin. 

John  Hubbard. 
Theoph.  Nichols. 
John  Ledyard. 


D  d         [Vol  vii.]  The 
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The  Reasons  considered  and  offered,  by  the  As-? 
sembly  of  the  colony  of  connecticut,  concern- 
ING   the   Plan    of   Union    the   Commissioners    of 

THE     SEVERAL     COLONIES     IN     NoRTH-AMERICA,    WHO 

met  at  Albany  on  the  14TH  June,  1754,  have 
proposed  for  uniting  the  said  colonies  into  one 
General  Government,  for  the  purposes  there- 
in   EXPRESSED,    ARE    AS    FOLLOWS. 

i .  HHHE  limits  of  the  propofed  plan  of  union  are  of  too 
JL  large  extent  ;  from  Nova-Scotia  on  the  north,  to 
Georgia  on  the  fouth,  is  fifteen  hundred  miles  ;  fo  that 
the  Prefident-General  and  Grand  Council  muft  have  to 
provide  for  this  large  extent  of  frontiers  ;  and  this  plan 
feems  calculated  only  to  render  this  general  government, 
therein  propofed,  capable  to  defend  againft  the  French, 
and  to  proclaim  war,  and  make  peace  with  the  Indians. 
Now  it  feems  plain,  that  it  is  impracticable  that  his  Majef- 
ty's  intereft,  and  the  good  of  his  people  inhabiting  fo  great 
a  country,  with  frontiers  of  fo  great  length,  can  be  advan- 
tageoufly  defended,  or  in  any  good  manner  confidered  and 
conducted,  by  the  propofed  Prefident-General  and  Council : 
and  it  may  be  juilly  obferved  here,  that  a  defenfive  war, 
on  the  part  of  this  government,  with  fo  large  a  frontier, 
will  prove  detrimental  and  ruinous  to  it  ;  while  the 
French  have  it  in  their  power,  at  any  time,  as  well  in  a 
time  of  peace,  as  of  a  war,  to  fend  out  fmall  parties  of  their 
Indians,  to  Ikulk  about  in  the  woods,  and  fall  upon,  and 
furprife  any  part  of  the  frontiers  ;  and  with  but  little  haz- 
ard to  themfelves,  and  fmall  expenfe,  keep  this  propofed 
government  in  a  continued  alarm,  in  one  or  other  part 
thereof,  and  put  them  to  vaft  expenfe  to  defend  them- 
felves, and  thereby  weaken,  impoverish,  and  greatly  dif- 
hearten  the  King's  fubjects  in  every  part  of  this  large  ex- 
tent of  frontiers  -r  while  the  enemy  will  be  encouraged, 
and  grow  ftrong  and  wealthy.  This,  indeed,  cannot  be 
remedied,  but  by  carrying  the  war  into  the  enemy's 
country,  for  which  this  plan  makes  no  provifion. 

2.     The  Prefident-General  and  Council  to  have  author- 
ity to  nominate  and  commiflion  all  military  officers,  will 
be  highly  detrimental  to  his  Majefty's  intereft  ;  as  it  can- 
not 
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not  be  apprehended  that  they  can  be  well  acquainted,  in 
the  various  parts  of  fo  large  a  government,  with  the  per~ 
fons  who  will  bed  ferve  to  encourage  foldiers  to  enlift,  and 
who  may  conduct  them  with  prudence,  and  encourage 
their  hearts.  It  hath  hitherto  been  practifed  in  the  New- 
England  governments  to  appoint  officers  out  of  their  beft 
yeomen,  who  live  in  good  circumflances  on  their  own 
i  property  in  lands  ;  and  when  chofen  freely,  and  without 
any  application  of  their  own  for  fuch  offices,  and  receive 
their  commiffions  gratis,  they  look  on  themfelves  obliged, 
and  are  always  ready,  to  ferve  their  country  in  the  field, 
when  thus  called  thereto  ;  and  under  fuch  officers,  well 
known  and  efteemed  among  the  people,  freeholders'  fons, 
not  moved  by  neceffity,  but  their  country's  good,  gene« 
rally  have  enlifted  with  cheerfulnefs  and  alacrity.  Now, 
ihould  officers  be  fent  among  them  from  abroad,  and  to 
whom  they  are  ftrangers,  it  is  plain  fuch  youth  will  not 
enlift  ;  and  to  prefs  fuch  generous  young  men  into  fervice, 
muft  be  not  only  hard  and  grievous,  but  very  much  dif- 
, hearten  and  difpirit  them  :  and  this,  no  doubt,  will  prove 
the  cafe  in  other  of  the  American  colonies,  as  well  as  of 
thofe  in  New-England. 

3.  His  Majefty's  fubje&s,  now  inhabiting  this  large  and 
extenfive  country,  take  them  collectively,  are  become  a 
very  great  number  ;  and,  through  the  fmiles  of  divine 
Providence  hitherto,  are  greatly  increafed,  and  it  is  fup- 
pofed  to  become  double  in  every  twenty-five  years  :  now 
this  growing  power  and  ftrength  to  be  brought  into  one 
point,  all  to  move  under  the  direction  of  fuch  Prefident- 
General  and  Council,  may  in  time  be  of  dangerous  confe- 
quence  to  his  Majefty's  intereft,  and  the  good  of  his  loyal 
fubjects  here. 

4.  The  Prefident-General  to  have  a  negative  voice  on 
the  Council,  may  bring  his  Majefty's  intereft  into  danger  : 
That  officer,  in  fo  extenfive  a  territory,  not  well  under- 
standing, or  carefully  purfuing  proper  methods  for  the 
country's  good,  all  may  be  ruined  before  relief  can  be  had 
from  the  throne  ;  and  in  a  country,  where  the  greateft  en- 
couragement to  go  through  the  hardlhip  and  fatigue  of  a 
new  fettlement  is  the  hope  of  enjoying  liberty,  and  fecur- 
ing  a  fmall  property  in  land  to  themfelves,  every  thing 

that 
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that  doth  make  any  encroachment  thereon  will  difcourage 
the  people,  and  thereby  injure  his  Majefty's  intereft  :  And 
it  feems  the  Council,  from  the  refpe&ive  colonies,  are  moil 
likely  to  underftand  the  true  intereft  and  weal  of  the 
people. 

5.  The  propofal,  in  faid  plan  contained,  for  the  Prefi- 
dent-General  and  Council  to  lay  and  levy  taxes,  &c.  as  they 
pleafe,  throughout  this  extenfive  government,  is  a  very  ex- 
traordinary thing,  and  againft  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
Englifhmen,  which  is  efteemed,  and  highly  prized  by  the 
people  of  thefe  colonies,  who  have  now  a  due  fenfe  of  their 
dependence  on  their  mother  country,  and  delight  in  obedi- 
ence to,  and  admire  the  protection  and  privileges  of,  the 
laws  of  England  -7  which,  with  the  fpecial  favours  and 
charter  privileges  to  them  granted,  and  hitherto  kept  fa- 
cred  and  inviolate,  have  encouraged  the  people  inhabiting 
here,  at  their  own  great  expenfe,  induftry,  and  hazard  of 
their  lives  as  well  as  fortunes,  to  fettle,  plant,  and  cultivate 
thefe  remote  places  ;  and  it  is  not  to  be  doubted,  that  any 
great  innovations,  or  breach  of  their  original  charters  and 
conftitutions,  will  greatly  difcourage  the  induftry  of  the 
inhabitants,  who  are  jealous  of  their  privileges  ;  and,  while 
they  are  fecured,  are  zealous  to  fecure  his  Majefty's  domin- 
ions here,  and  purfue  the  enlargement  thereof. 

At  this  place,  it  may  be  worthy  obfervation,  that  heavy 
taxes  on  the  inhabitants,  of  the  northern  colonies  efpecial- 
ly,  muft  be  attended  with  grievous  complaints  from  the 
main  body  of  the  people,  who  are  not  well  furniihed  with 
money,  and  not  able  to  carry  on  any  confiderable  trade 
abroad,  thereby  to  bring  home  ?noney,  more  than  is  abfo- 
lutely  neceffary  to  carry  on  their  ordinary  affairs  ;  being 
principally  employed  in  clearing,  fencing,  and  cultivating 
their  lands,  and  fitting  them  for  future  more  profitable 
improvements  ;  and  from  their  firft  lettlement  have  had 
the  barbarous  natives  of  the  country  frequently  making 
war  upon  them,  and  their  reftleis  French  neighbours  fet- 
ting  on  the  Indians,  in  a  barbarous  manner,  to  kill  or  cap- 
tivate the  people,  and  that  even  in  times  of  peace  ;  which 
hath  occafioned  a  very  great  expenfe,  and  loaded  thefe  colo? 
nies  with  a  heavy  debt,  and  brought  on  the  neceflity  of 
creating  and  iffuing  bills  of  public  credit  ;  which,  through 

their 
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their  weaknefs  and  poverty,  they  were  not  able  feafonably 
to  link  and  difcharge,  and  thereby  leifened  credit  in  thefe 
parts  y  from  which  difadvantages,  thefe  colonies  are  not 
quite  freed  to  this  day  ;  and  although  they  are  well  fpirit- 
ed  to  fecure  and  defend  all  his  Majefty's  territories  in 
North-America,  and  therein  to  lay  themfelyes  out  to  their 
utmoft  ability  ;  yet,  to  bring  on  themfelves  large  and  heavy- 
taxes,  more  than  they  are  well  able  to  pay,  rnuft  occafion 
grievous  complaints,  and  prove  very  difcouraging. 

For  thefe  reafons,  more  largely  infilled  on,  and  difcourfr 
ed  at  the  congrefs  of  the  commiflioners  in  Albany,  in  June 
laft — The  gentlemen,  who  went  commiilioners  from  the 
colony  of  Connecticut,  objected  to  the  propofed  plan  ;  and 
thought  they  were  never  anfwered  or  obviated,  and  there? 
fore  never  came  into,  or  gave  any  confent  to  the  fame. 

And  in  addition  hereunto,  it  is  further  to  be  conlidered 
and  alleged,  that  the  people  of  this  colony,  from  their  firft 
fettlement  to  this  day,  in  their  general  afiembiies,  by  their 
acts  and  refolutions  therein  made  and  paifed,  have  fhewn 
true  loyalty,  and  fincere  difpolition  to  promote  his  Majef- 
ty's intereft ;  and  have  always  yielded  cheerful  obedience  to 
his  Majefty's  commands  ;  and  have  readily  given  affiftance 
and  aid  to  any  of  his  Majefty's  colonies,  when  the  fame 
hath  been  requefted  ;  and  ftill  remain  in  the  fame  good 
difpoiition,  and  readily  to  conform  to  his  Majefty's  will 
and  pleafure,  figniiied  to  this  colony  by  the  Right  Hon- 
ourable the  Earl  of  Holdernefs.  The  laft  paragraph  of  his 
letter  to  this  colony,  dated  Auguft  28,  1753, ls  m  tne  &t 
lowing  words,  viz. 

"  And  whereas  it  may  be  greatly  conducive  to  his  Majef- 
jjjf  ty's  fervice,  that  all  his  provinces  in  America  mould  be 
t<  aiding  and  affifting  each  other,  in  cafe  of  any  invafion,  I 
K  have  it  particularly  in  charge  from  his  Majefty,  to  ac- 
p  quaint  you,  that  it  is  his  royal  will  and  pleafure,  that 
*c  you  Ihould  keep  up  an  exact  correfpondence  with  all  his 
"  Majefty's  Governors  on  the  continent  ;  and  in  cafe  you 
(C  {hall  be  informed,  by  any  of  them,  of  any  hoftile  at? 
"  tempt,  you  are  immediately  to  affemble  the  general  af- 
"  fembly  within  your  government,  and  lay  before  them 
¥.  the  neceffity  of  a  mutual  affiftance,  and  engage  them  to 
^  grant  fuch  fupplies  as  the  exigency  of  affairs  may  re- 
<£  quired  It 
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It  may  juftly  be  alleged  and  confidered,  that  the  fecuring 
the  five  nations  or  cantons  of  Indians,  fubjecl:  to  his  Majef- 
ty's  dominions,  and  maintaining  a  peaceable  and  friendly 
difpofition  in  them  towards  the  people  inhabiting  thefe  col- 
onies, is  of  very  great  importance,  and  the  principal  good 
end  that  may  be  ferved  by  faid  propofed  plan,  by  regula- 
ting the  Indian  trade,  and  bringing  it  under  due  manage- 
ment ;  which  may  be  better  ferved  by  commhTioners  of  his 
Majefty's  appointment,  with  powers  and  authorities  to  reg- 
ulate and  manage  the  trade  with  faid  Indians,  and  the  oth- 
er natives  who  are  in  friendfhip  with  them,  and  to  make 
fuch  rules  and  orders,  with  pains  and  penalties  annexed 
thereto,  as  they  mall  judge  necefTary,  and  to  fee  the  fame 
duly  executed  ;  and  to  hear,  coniider,  and  find  means  and 
ways  to  redrefs  the  grievances  and  complaints  of  faid  In- 
dians ;  the  neceffity  of  which  appears  by  the  reprefentation 
made  at  Albany,  when  the  commiffioners  were  prefent  : 
And  alfo  to  build  forts  needful  for  the  defence  of  fuch  In- 
dians, and  fecurity  of  the  trade  with  them,  and  keep  them 
lufficiently  garrifoned  ;  the  charge  whereof  may  be  princi- 
pally defrayed  by  the  profits  of  fuch  trade,  when  well  reg- 
ulated and  managed. 

And  if  his  Majefty  mould  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  en- 
courage his  fubjecls  to  fettle  and  plant  a  government  or 
colony  on  fuch  lands,  in  their  country,  as  the  Indians  will 
readily  fell,  to  be  formed  and  conducted  as  the  New-Eng- 
land colonies  have  been,  nothing  would  tend  more  to  fe- 
cure  thofe  Indians  to  his  Majefty's  intereft,  and  attach  their 
friendfhip  to  the  Englifh,  and  prevent  the  encroachments 
of  the  French  ;  and  fo  the  great  ends  propofed  effectually 
anfwered,  without  any  difcouragement  to  the  people  of 
thefe  colonies,  and  without  the  leaft  prejudice  or  injury  to 
their  privileges. 

General  Affemblf  at  New-Haven,  Thurfday,  061.  id,  1754- 

In  the  Upper  Houfe.  The  foregoing  reafons,  concern- 
ing the  Plan  of  Union,  &c.  were  read,  confidered,  and 
approved,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  file  in  the  Secretary's 
office.  Teft.  George  Wyllys,  Sec'ry. 

In  the  Lower  Houfe,  concurred. 

Teft.  E.  Chauncey,  Clerk, 
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Petitions,  &c.    from  Members   of   the   Church   of 
England,  in  Boston,  respecting  Bishops. 

Boflon,  December  8,  17 13. 

To  the  honourable  Society  for  propagating  the  Gofpel  in 
foreign  Parts. 

The  Reprefentation  and  Requefi  of  the  Minifters,  Church-War- 
dens,  and  Veftry  of  the  Church  of  England,  in  Bojlon. 

WE  are  informed  by  the  Hon.  General  Nicholfon,  a 
moil  worthy  member  of  your  honourable  Society, 
and  a  moll  generous  benefactor  to  the  church  in  thefe 
parts,  that  your  honourable  Society  have  laid  before  her 
Majefty  a  particular  fcheme  of  fettlement  for  BHhops  in 
thefe  American  parts  :  and  as  nothing  can  contribute 
more  to  the'  flourifhing  ftate  of  religion  among  us,  we 
have  made  our  humble  addrefs  to  her  moil:  facred  Majefty 
upon  that  head  ;  and  would  humbly  intreat  fome  of  the 
members  of  your  honourable  Society  to  be  our  remem- 
brancers to  her  Majefty  in  that  behalf ;  and  that  Almighty 
God  may  blefs  and  profper  all  your  pious  endeavours  for 
the  good  of  his  church,  and  blefs  you  for  thefe  endeav- 
ours, is  the  hearty  prayer  of  your  moft  obedient  and  moft 
devoted  humble  fervants, 


J.   N. 

J.  B. 

X.  D. 

T.  B. 

T,  N. 

W.  T. 

J.  H. 

J.  v. 

W.  P. 

a  s. 

S;   M.  ?  ,r    .« 

tt  tt  >  Minilters 

J.   C. 

G.  G. 

C.  H.  ?   Church- 
J.  J.  3  Wardens 

G.  D. 

J.  R. 

CM. 

To  the  Queen's  moft  excellent  Majefty. 

The  humble  Addrefs  of  the  Minifters,  Church-Wardens,  and 
Veftry  of  the  Church  of  England,  in  Bofion,  New-England. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Majefty, 

YOUR  royal  goodnefs  being  extended  to  all,  even  the 
remoteft  part  of  your  Majefty's  dominions,  we  take  this 

opportunity 
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opportunity  of  expreffing  our  humble,  though  imperfect 
thanks  to  your  Majefty,  for  the  many  bleflings  we  have 
enjoyed  in  the  courfe  of  your  glorious  reign.  Such 
was  your  Majefty's  care  of  us,  during  the  war,  that 
our  trade  was  in  a  great  meafure,  by  the  happy  reduc 
tion  of  the  important  fortrefs  of  Port  Royal,  under  die] 
aufpicious  conduct  of  General  Nicholfon  ;  and  now  that 
honourable  and  advantageous  peace,  which  your  Majefty 
has  concluded,  does  mightily  increafe  our  happinefs,  by 
delivering  us  from  the  violence  of  barbarous  favages,  who 
continually  infefted  our  country,  and  acted  unheard-of 
cruelties.  To  complete,  we  humbly  intreat  your  Majefty 
to  provide  for  our  Spiritual  concerns,  and  to  eftablifh  Bifh- 
ops  and  bifhopricks  within  your  Majefty's  plantations  in 
America.  We  are  informed  by  General  Nicholfon,  whofe 
piety,  generofity,  and  zeal  for  the  church  we  cannot  fuf- 
ficiently  commend,  that  the  honourable  Society  for  propa- 
gating the  Gofpel  in  foreign  parts,  have  laid  before  your 
Majefty  the  particular  manner  of  the  Bifhops'  refpecHve 
fettlements.  Since  nothing  can  tend  more  to  make  reli- 
gion fiouriih  among  us,  we  promife  ourfelves  that  your 
Majefty  will  take  this  affair  into  your  royal  confideration  ;  j 
and  that  it  may  pleafe  Almighty  God  to  grant  your  Ma-i 
jefty  a  long  and  happy  reign  over  us,  and  advance  you  to 
immortal  glory  hereafter,  is  the  conftant  and  fervent 
prayer  of  your  Majefty's  moft  loyal,  moft  dutiful,  and  moft| 
obedient  fubjects,  I.  D. 

W.  T.  &c. 


THAT  no  reprefentations  may  prejudice  the  interefts 
of  our  church  in  thefe  parts,  I  have  thought  it  expedient 
for  me,  at  this  juncture,  to  certify,  that  we  have  a  very] 
considerable  number  of  people  belonging  to  the  church  in 
this  town  of  Bofton  ;  and  that  I  am  humbly  of  opinion,, 
the  church  here,  and  alfo  in  other  parts  of  this  province, ! 
would  increafe  much  more  under  a  Governor  that  was  ai 
conftant  communicant  thereof,  from  whom  we  might  rea-! 
fonably  expect  all  requisite  protection  and  encouragement,  j 

This  prefent  Governor,  Jofeph  Dudley,  Efq.  is  a  mem-  I 
ber  of  an  independent  church  at  Roxbury,  where  his  ii 
dwelling  is,  and  has  communicated  therefrom  his  firft  com-  , 

ing 
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ing  to  be  Governor,  and  never  communicated  with  us 
fince  the  Rev.  Mr.  Harrifon's  arrival  here,  (as  he  can  in- 
l  1  form)  nor,  to  my  certain  knowledge,  many  years  before, 
only  this  25th  of  December  laft  paft  he  was  at  the  commun- 
ion, his  Excellency  Gen.  NichoHbn  then  prefent. 

I  do  alfo  certify,  that  Colonel  Vetch  never  received  the 
communion  with  us  here  ;  and  fince  his  arrival  from  An- 
napolis-Royal, has  been  but  once  at  church,  and  that  in  the 
morning  only.     This  is  all  true  to  £  tittle,  and  attefted  by 

Samuel  Myles, 
Prefbyter  of  the  church  of  England. 

on,  New-England,  Feb.  17,  1713—14. 


Bofic 


HAVING  ferved  the  church  in  this  place,  thefe  Rve, 
years  laft  paft,  in  conjunction  with  the  Reverend  Mr. 
Myles,  I  can  certify  the  truth  of  the  above-made  relation 
ever  fince  the  time  of  my  arrival  here.  In  witnefs  where- 
of I  fet  my  hand,  Henry  Harris. 

A  reprefentation  of  federal  officers  in  the  province  of  the  Maffa- 
chufeits-Bay,  in  New-England,  not  belonging  to  the  church  of 
England  ;  and  a  lift  of  the  names  of  the  gentlemen  that  do  be- 
long to  f aid  church. 

Officers  in  public  poll. 
Members  of  her  Majefty's  Council.  Judges  of  the  Su- 
perior and  Inferior  Court.  Secretary  of  the  Province. 
Attorney-General.  Treafurer  of  the  Province.  Commif- 
fary-General  for  the  War.  Judges  of  Probate.  High  Sher- 
iffs. Receiver  of  the  Impoft.  Naval  Officer.  Clerks  of 
Courts.  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives.  Officers  of  the  Mili- 
tia.    Deputy  Poft-Mafter.     Officers  of  the  College. 

Names  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  church. 
The  Hon.  William  Taylor,  Efq.  Lieut.  Governor,  com- 
municant, and  ferved  as  church-warden.  Sir  Charles  Hob- 
by, communicant  and  church-warden  for  the  time  being. 
John  Nelfon.  Francis  Foxcroft.  Edward  Lloyd,  com- 
municant and  church-warden.  John  JerkyL  Efq.  commu- 
nicant and  church-warden  for  time  being.  Thomas  New- 
ton, communicant  and  church-warden,  John  Bridget-, 
Ee         \Vol.  vii,]  bdnimuniclnt. 
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communicant.  Henry  Mackentofh,  communicant.  Charles 
Bleckenden,  communicant.  Mr.  Thomas  Banifter,  com- 
municant. Capt.  Cyprian  Southack,  communicant  and 
church-warden.  Capt.  Wentworth  Paxton.  Mr.  John 
Oulton,  communicant.  Mr.  Savil  Sympfon,  communicant 
and  church-warden.  Mr.  Giles  Dyer,  communicant.  Mr. 
Jofeph  Stearn.  Mr.  John  Valentine,  communicant.  Eben- 
ezer  Mountforth.  James  Lyndall.  Francis  Brinly.  Ed- 
ward Mills.  George  Turfry,  communicant  and  church 
warden.  James  Smith.  Job  Lewis.  John  Trefor,  com- 
municant. William  Roufe.  Anthony  Blunt,  communi- 
cant and  church-warden.  Edward  Weaver,  communicant. 
George  Stuart.  Thomas  Lechmore.  John  Arburthnot. 
Thomas  Sheapard.  Jofeph  Loyd.  John  Newdicate.  Dan- 
iel Weyburn.  John  Powel.  John  Bearnard.  Thomas 
Creefe.  George  Tarrant.  Henry  Franklyn,  communi- 
cant. Euftace  Hatch.  John  Chickley.  William  Patridge. 
Samuel  Hill.  Peter  Butler.  Richard  Pullen.  Thomas 
Selby,  communicant.  Richard  Hall?  communicant.  Ste- 
phen North.  Rowland  Dyke.  Henry  Sharp.  John 
Gibbs.  Mr.  Renner.  Ambrofe  Vincent,  communicant. 
Roger  PathTon,  communicant.  Stephen  Labbie.  John 
Johns. 

Mr.  Brown,  Mr.  Bartlett,  Mr.  Sawyers,  Mr.  Merrill, 
Newbury. 

We  have  omitted  fetting  down  a  confiderable  number  of 
our  communicants,  becaufe  of  fmall  figure,  though  good 
families  in  the  town. 

An  account  of  the  number  of  our  congregation  we  have 
fent  to  my  Lord  Bifhop  of  London,  viz.  800  ;  wherein  we 
are  well  allured  we  have  not  exceeded. 

Thefe  petitions  intercepted,  but  not  delivered  ;  faid  to  be  found 
amongft  Sir  Charles  Hobby's  papers,  by  Mr.  Mafon,  his  adminiftra- 
tor,  and  by  him  tranfmitted  to  Bofton. 
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An  Account  of  the  whole  Tram  and  Shipping  of 
the  Island  of  Newfoundland  for  the  year  1799, 

taken  from  the  Custom-House  Books. 

Imports, 

C  Number  of  veffels      ?  -              340 

Shipping.  <  Number  of  tons      -  -             34*225 

C  Number  of  men        -  -           2,449 

Hundred  weight  of  bread  and  flour  -            44*215 

Barrels  of  beef  and  pork      *-  13,062 

Hundred  weight  of  butter  and  cheefe      -  5>lI5 

Bufliels  of  fait              -             -  *             566,201 

Pounds  of  tea     -  -         38*017 

Hundred  weight  of  refined  fugar  -        -             97- 

Hundred  weight  of  Mufcovado  fugar      -  1*726 

Gallons  of  molaffes       -             -  -            168,104 

Gallons  of  rum       -                       -  -       168,936 

Gallons  of  gin  and  brandy       -  -                9,43 1 

Gallons  of  wine     -  20,787 

Hogfheads  of  beer  and  cider            -  -          793 

Pounds  of  coffee      -  95856 

Pounds  of  tobacco            -             -  =1 20,663 

Pounds  of  foap  and  candles       -  -           1 23,939 

Chaldrons  of  coals      -  lA95 

Barrels  of  pitch  and  tar     -  1,242 

Thoufand  feet  of  planks  and  boards  -          541,856 

Thoufand  of  mingles       -           -  -           -         150 

Number  of  mafis  and  fpars       -  -           -          306 

Number  of  bullocks  and  cows      -  -        -        417 

Number  of  fheep       -          -          -  -              505 

Bufliels  of  Indian  corn       -          -  -        -     1,437 

Exports. 

C  Number  of  veffels        -  -            336 

Shipping.  <  Number  of  tons       -  -            33>5°3 

(_  Number  of  men        -  -            2,410 

Quintals  of  dry  cod  fifli         -  -              453*337 

Quintals  of  core  fifh         -             -  -         1 3*995 

Tierces  of  falmon        *■          -  -         2,642 

Barrels  of  herrings        *          -  -          202 

Tons  of  oil                  -           -           -  -          3*017 

Number  of  feal  ikins    -          -  -          -     743181 
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A  Bill  for  better  Regulating 


Number  of  the  British  Subjects,  Men,  Women, 
and  Children,  in  the  Colonies  of  North-Amer- 
ica, TAKEN  FROM  MILITIA  ROLLS,  POLL  TAXES,  BILLS 
OF  MORTALITY,  RETURNS  FROM  GOVERNORS,  AND 
OTHER  AUTHENTIC  AUTHORITIES.  FROM  THE  LON- 
DON Magazine,  for  May,  1755. 


THE  colonies  of  Halifax  and  Lunenburg  in 
Nova-Scotia       - 
New-Hampfhire     - 
MafTachufetts-Bay      - 
Rhode-Iiland  and  Providence 
Connecticut       -  - 

New- York 

The  Jerfeys     - 

Pennsylvania, 

Maryland     - 

Virginia         - 

North-Carolina      -  ... 

South-Carolina     -  -  - 

Georgia         - 


5000 
30000 I 

220000I 
35000 

1 00000 

1 00000 
60000 

250000 
85000 
85000 
45000 
30000 
6000 


Total  number         1,051000 


Exclufive  of  the  military  forces  in  the  pay  of  the  gov- 
ernment, and  negroes. 


A  Bill  for  better  regulating  of  Charter  and 
Proprietary  Governments  in  America,  and  for 
the  encouragement  of  the  trade  of  this  king- 
DOM and  of  his  Majesty's  Plantations. 

WHEREAS,  by  virtue  of  feveral  Charters  and  Letters 
Patents,  under  the  Great  Seal  of  England,  palled 
and  granted  by  his  Majefty's  royal  predeceflors,  the  feveral 
colonies,  provinces,  and  plantations  of  the  MafFachufetts- 
Bay,  Rhode-Ifland  and  Providence  Plantations,  Connecti- 
cut, Pennfylvania,  Maryland,  Carolina,  and  the  Bahama 
or  Lucay  Iflands,  in  America,  have  been  granted  unto  fev- 
eral 
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eral  perfons,  whereby  the  grantees  are  not  only  made  pro- 
prietors of  the  foil  and  lands  comprehended  in  the  faid 
places,  but  lords  and  governors  thereof ;  and  have  fuch 
large  and  unlimited  powers,  as  have  given  them  a  pretence 
to'affume  abfolute  government  and  authority  over  his 
Majefty's  fubjects  :  And  whereas  the  fevering  of  fuch  pow- 
er and  authority  from  the  Crown,  and  placing  the  fame 
in  the  hands  of  the  fubjeclis,  hath,  by  experience,  been 
found  prejudicial  to  the  trade  of  this  kingdom,  and  to  the 
welfare  and  fecurity  of  his  Majefty's  fubje&s  in  thefe,  as 
well  as  in  the  other  plantations  in  America,  and  to  his 
Majefty's  revenue  arifing  from  the  cuftoms,  as  well  by  rea- 
fon  of  the  difability  of  the  proprietors  to  defend  and  pro- 
tect his  Majefty's  fubje&s  under  the  government,  in  cafe  of 
any  attempt  of  the  Indians,  or  other  enemy,  as  by  the  ma- 
ny irregularities  committed  by  the  governors  of  the  faid 
proprietary  governments,  as  by  others  in  authority  un^ 
der  them  there  : 

Be  it  therefore  enacled  by  the  King's  mojl  excellent  Maje/ly, 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  confent  of  the  Lords  Spiritual  and 
Temporal,  and  Commons,  in  Parliament  affembled,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  fame,  That  the  King's  Majefty,  his  heirs,  and 
fucceffors,  fhafl  from  the  of  have  the  fole  power 

and  authority  of  governing  the  faid  plantations  and  colonies, 
and  every  of  them,  and  of  appointing  the  governors,  coun- 
fellors,  judges,  juftices  of  the  peace,  and  of  all  other  officers 
for  the  adminiftration  and  execution  of  juftice  there,  and 
of  pardoning  offences  there  ;  the  faid  pov/er  and  authority 
to  be  for  ever  united  to  the  Imperial  Crown  of  thefe 
Realms,  any  grants,  ufages,  or  other  matter  or  thing  to  the 
contrary  in  any  wife  notwithftanding. 

Provided  always,  That  nothing  herein  contained  fhall  be 
conftrued  to  extend  any  ways  to  alter,  or  take  away, 
diminiih  or  abridge  the  right  or  title  which  any  perfon, 
perfons,  or  bodies  politic  or  corporate  have,  or  lawfully 
may  have  or  claim  to  any  lands,  tenements  or  heredita- 
ments, or  any  other  matter  or  thing  (the  authority  and 
powers  aformentioned  only  excepted)  by  virtue  of  the  faid 
grants,  or  any  other  charter  or  letters  patents,  or  by  virtue 
of  any  right  or  title  derived  from  or  under  fuch  grants, 
charters,  or  letters  patents,  by  any  mean,  alignments,  or 

conveyances, 
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conveyances,  or  otherwife  howfoever.  Provided  alfo9  That 
all  fuch  laws,  made  in  the  faid  refpective  plantations,  which 
are  now  in  force  there,  and  have  been  confirmed  and  ap- 
proved of  by  his  Majefty's  predeceflbrs,  or  by  his  Majefty, 
or  fhall  be  hereafter  confirmed  by  his  Majefty,  his  heirs 
and  fucceffors,  fhall  be  of  the  fame  force  and  effecl,  as  they 
would  have  been,  if  this  acl:  had  not  been  made  :  And  that 
all  laws,  hereafter  to  be  made  by  the  general  affemblies  of 
the  faid  refpectivc  plantations,  fhall  be  made  with  confent 
of  the  refpecrive  governors  thereof,  to  be  appointed  by 
his  Majefty,  his  heirs,  and  fucceffors,  fubjecl:  to  the  con- 
firmation or  difaliowance  of  his  Majefty,  his  heirs,  and  fuc- 
ceffors, and  that  appeals  fhall  be  allowed  to  his  Majefty,  his 
heirs,  and  fucceffors,  from  the  judgments,  decrees,  and  fen- 
tence  to  be  given  and  made  in  the  courts  of  the  faid  re- 
fpe&ive  plantations,  as  appeals  are  allowed  and  ufed  in  other 
his  Majefty's  plantations  ;  any  law,  ftatute,  or  ufage,  con- 
trary hereunto,  in  any  wife  notwithftanding. 

■       "  ■ — ■■until,     ii  ■■  — — — — — Wf— — — ■*— — ^— 

Dedications  to  the  Rev.  John  Eliot's  Indian  ver- 
sion of  the  Old  and  New  Testament, 

[Printed  at  Cambridge,  N.  E.  by  Samuel  Green  and  Marmaduke  John- 

fcn.     1663.] 

[The  following  dedications  to  the  tranflation  of  the  old  and  new  tes- 
tament in  the  indian  language,  by  the  celebrated  Eliot,  are  great 
curiofities.  Such  were  annexed  only  to  the  few  copies  fent  to  Eng- 
land :  and  are  of  courfe  the  very  fcarce  appendages  of  a  very  fcarce 
book.  Of  fix  copies  of  the  indian  bible,  which  I  have  feen,  no  one 
poiTeffed  thefe  dedications.  The  following  were  taken  from  a  muti- 
lated copy,  ufed  in  a  barber's  fliop  for  wafte  paper.  From  this  in- 
tended deftruction  they  were  eagerly  matched,  by  the  hand  which 
writes  this,  as  truly  valuable  relicks^ 

To  the  High  and  Mighty  Prince,  Charles  the  Second,  by  the 
Grace  of  Cod,  King  of  England,  Scotland,  France  and  Ire- 
land,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  &c. 

The  Comnujfioncrs  of  the  United  Colonics  in  New-England,  wijh 
increafe  of  all  happinefs,  &c. 

Moji  Dread  Soveraign, 

IF  our  weak  apprehenfions  have  not  milled  us,  this  Work 
will  be  no  unacceptable  Prefent  to  Your  Majefty^  as 

having 
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having  a  greater  Intereft  therein,  than  we  believe  is  gene- 
rally underftood :  which  (upon  this  Gccaflon)  we  conceive 
it  our  Duty  to  declare. 

The  People  of  thefe  four  Colonies  (Confederate  for  Mu- 
tual Defence,  in  the  time  of  the  late  Diffractions  of  our 
dear  Native  Country)  Your  Majefties  natural  born  Sub* 
je&s,  by  the  Favour  and  Grant  of  Your  Royal  Father  and 
Grandfather  of  Famous  Memory,  put  themfelves  upon 
this  great  and  hazardous  Undertaking,  of  Planting  them- 
felves at  their  own  Charge  in  thefe  remote  ends  of  the 
Earth,  that  without  offence  or  provocation  to  our  dear 
Brethren  and  Countrymen,  we  might  enjoy  that  liberty  to 
Worfhip  God,  which  our  own  Confcience  informed  us, 
was  not  onely  our  Right,  but  Duty  :  As  alfo  that  we 
might  (if  it  fo  pleafed  God)  be  inftrumental  to  fpread  the 
light  of  the  Gofpel,  the  knowledg  of  the  Son  of  God  our 
Saviour,  to  the  poor  barbarous  Heathen,  which  by  His  late 
Majefty,  in  fome  of  our  Patents,  is  declared  to  be  His 
principal  aim. 

Thefe  honeft  and  pious  Intentions,  have,  through  the 
grace  and  goodnefs  of  God  and  our  Kings,  been  feconded 
with  proportionable  fuccefs  :  for,  omitting  the  Immuni- 
ties indulged  us  by  Your  Highnefs  Royal  Predeceffors,  we 
have  been  greatly  incouraged  by  Your  Majefties  gracious 
expreflions  of  Favour  and  Approbation  iigniiied,  unto  the 
Addrefs  made  by  the  principal  of  our  Colonies,  to  which 
the  reft  do  moft  cordially  Subfcribe,  though  wanting  the 
like  feafonable  opportunity,  they  have  been  (till  now)  de- 
prived of  the  means  to  Congratulate  Your  Majefties  happy 
Reftitution,  after  Your  long  fuffering,  which  we  implore 
may  yet  be  gracioufly  accepted,  that  we  may  be  equal  par« 
takers  of  Your  Royal  Favour  and  Moderation  ;  which 
hath  been  fo  Illuftrious  that  (to  admiration)  the  animofi- 
ties  and  different  Perfwafions  of  men  have  been  fo  foon 
Compofed,  and  fo  much  caufe  of  hope,  that  (unlefs  the 
fins  of  the  Nation  prevent)  a  bleffed  Calm  will  fucceed  the 
late  horrid  Confufions  of  Church  and  State.  And  mail 
not  we  (Dread  Soveraign)  your  Subjects  of  thefe  Colonies, 
of  the  fame  Faith  and  Belief  in  all  Points  of  Doctrine  with 
our  Countrymen,  and  the  other  Reformed  Churches, 
j  (though  perhaps  <  not  alike  perfwaded  in  fome  matters  of 

Order* 
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Order,  which  in  outward  refpects  hath  been  unhappy  for*  I 
us)  promife  and  affure  our  felves  of  all  juft  favour  and  in- 
dulgence from  a  Prince  fo  happily  and  gracioufly  endowed  ?  i 

The  other  part  of  our  Errand  hither,  hath  been  attend- 
ed with  Endevours  and  Bleffing  ;    many  of  the  wilde  In- 
dians being  taught,  and  underftanding  the  Doctrine  of  the  J 
Chriftian    Religion,  and  with   much   affection  attending  I 
fuch  Preachers  as  are  fent  to  teach  them,  many  of  their  j 
Children  are  inftructed  to  Write  and  Reade,  and  fome  of 
them  have  proceeded  further,  to  attain  the  knowledge  of  j 
the  Latine  and  Greek  Tongues,  and  are  brought  up  with 
our  Englifh  youth  in  Univerfity-learning  :    There  are  di- 
vers of  them  that  can  and  do  reade  fome  parts  of  the 
Scripture,  and  fome  Catechifms,  which  formerly  have  been  | 
Tranflated  into  their  own  Language,  which  hath  occafion-  j 
ed  the  undertaking  of  a  greater  Work,  viz  :  The  Printing] 
of  the  whole  Bible,  which  (being  Tranflated  by  a  painful] 
Labourer  amongft  them,  who  was  deiirous  to  fee  the  Work 
accomplished  in  his  dayes)  hath  already  proceeded  to  the  i 
iinifhing  of  the  New  Teftament,  which  we  here  humbly ! 
prefent  to  Your  Majefty,  as  the  firft  fruits  and  accomplim-' 
ment  of  the  Picus  Deiign  of  your  Royal  Anceftors.     The 
Old  Teftament  is  now  under  the  Prefs,  wanting  and  crav- 
ing your  Royal  Favour  and  Afliftance  for  the  perfecting) 
thereof. 

We  may  not  conceal,  that  though  this  Work  hath  been 
begun  and  profecuted  by  fuch  Inftruments  as  God  hath  I 
raifed  up  here,  yet  the  chief  Charge  and  Coft,  which  hathi 
fupported  and  carried  it  thus  far,  hath  been  from  the  j 
Charity  and  Piety  of  divers  of  our  well-affected  Country- 
men in  England  ;   who  being  fenfible  of  our  inability  in 
that  refpect,  and  ftudious  to  promote  fo  good  a  Work,  con- 
tributed large  Sums  of  Money,  which  were  to  be  jmprov-f 
ed  according  to  the  Direction  and  Order  of  the  then-pre- 1; 
vailing  Powers,  which  hath  been  faithfully  and  religiouflyj; 
attended  both  there  and  here,  according  to  the  pious  inten-r. 
tions  of  the  Benefactors.     And  we  do  moft  humbly  be-| 
feech  your  Majefty,  that  a  matter  of  fo  much  Devotion  f 
and  Piety,  tending  fo  much  to  the  Honour  of  God,  may 
fufFer  no  difappointment  through  any  Legal  defect  (with- 
out the  fault  of  the  Donors,  or  the  poor  Indians,  who 

onely 
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lonely  receive  the  benefit)  but  that  your  Majefty  be  gra- 
cioufly  pleafed  to  Eftablifh  and  Confirm  the  fame,  being 
contrived  and  done  (as  we  conceive)  in  the  firft  year  of 
your  Majefties  Reign,  as  this  Book  was  begun  and  now 
finifhed  in  the  firft  year  of  your  Eftablifhment  ;  which 
doth  not  onely  prefage  the  Jiappy  fuccefs  of  your  Highnefs 
Government,  but  will  be  a  perpetual  monument,  that  by 
your  Majefties  Favour  the  Gbfpel  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour 
Jefus  Chrifl,  was  firft  made  known  to  the  Indians  :  An 
Honour  whereof  (we  are  aifured)  your  Majefty  will  not  a 
little  efteem. 

SIR,  The  Jhines  of  Tour  Royal  Favour  upon  thefe  Vnder- 
takings,  will  make  thefe  tender  Plants  to  flourijh,  notwithstand- 
ing any  malevolent  Afpecl  from  thofe  that  bear  evil  will  to  this 
iSion,  and  render  Tour  Majefty  mote  Illuftrious  and  Glorious  to 
after  Generations. 

The  God  of  Heaven  long  preferve  and  blefs  Tour  Maje/ly 
with  many  happy  dayes,  to  his  Glory,  the  good  and  coin-' 
fort  of  his  Church  and  People.     Amen. 


To  the  High  and  Mighty  Prince,  Charles  the  Second,  by  the 
Grace  of  God,  King  of  Great  Britain,  France  and  Ireland, 
Defender  of  the  Faith,  &c. 

The  Commiffioners  of  the  United  Colonies  in  New-E?igla?id,  WiJJo 

all  Happinefs. 

Mofi  Dread  Soveraign,  \ 

AS  our  former  Prefentation  of  the  New-Teftament  was 
Gracioufly  Accepted  by  Your  Majefty  ;  fo  with  all 
Humble  Thankfulnefs  for  that  Royal  Favour,  and  with  the 
like  hope,  We  are  bold  now  to  Prefent  the  WHOLE 
BIBLE,  Tranflated  into  the  Language  of  the  Natives  of 
this  Country,  by  A  Painful  Labourer  in  thai  Work,  and  now 
Printed  and  Finifhed,  by  means  of  the  Pious  Beneficence  of 
Your  Majefties  Subjects  in  England  :  which  alfo  by  Your 
Special  Favour  hath  been  Continued  and  Confirmed  to  the 
intended  Ufe  and  Advancement  of  fo  Great  and  Good  a 
Wofk,  as  is  the  Propagation  of  the  Gofpel  to  ihe/e  poor  Bar- 
barians in  this  (Ere-while)  Unknown  World. 

Ff         [Vol.  vii.j  ...  Tfanflations 
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Tranflations  of  Holy  Scipture,  The  Word  of  the  King  oj 
Kings,  have  ever  been  deemed  not  unworthy  of  the  moS 
Princely  Dedications  :  Examples  whereof  are  extant  in  di- 
vers Languages.  But  Your  Majefty  is  the  Firft  that  hatl: 
Received  one  in  this  Language,  or  from  this  America?. 
World,  or  from  any  Parts  fo  Remote  from  Europe  as  theft 
are,  for  ought  that  ever  we  heard  of. 

Publications  alio  of  thefe  Sacred  Writings  to  the  Son? 
of  Men  (who  here,  and  here  onely,  have  the  Myfteries  oi< 
their  Eternal  Salvation  revealed  to  them  by  the  God  oij 
Heaven)  is  a  Work  that  the  Great  ell  Princes  have  Honour 
ed  themfelves  by.  But  to  Publifh  and  Communicate  th( 
fame  to  a  Loft  People,  as  remote  from  Knowledge  anc 
Civility,  much  more  from  Chriftianity,  as  they  were  fron: 
all  Knowing,  Civil  and  Chriftian  Nations  ;  a  People  with, 
out  Law,  without  Letters,  without  Riches,  or  Means  tc 
procure  any  fuch  thing  ;  a  People  that  fate  as  deep  in  Dark- 
nefs,  and  in  the  jhadow  of  Death,  as  (we  think)  any  fince  the 
Creation  :  This  puts  a  Luftre  upon  it  that  is  Superlative  : 
and  to  have  given  Royal  Patronage  and  Countenance  tc 
fuch  a  Publication,  or  to  the  Means  thereof,  will  ftanc 
among  the  Marks  of  Lafting  Honour  in  the  eyes  of  al 
that  are  Coniiderate,  even  unto  After-Generations. 

And  though  there  be  in  this  Weftern  World  many  Col- 
onies of  other  European  Nations,  yet  we  humbly  conceive 
no  Prince  hath  had  a  Return  of  fuch  a  Work  as  this 
which  may  be  fome  Token  of  the  Succefs  of  Your  Majef 
ties  Plantation  of  New-England,  Undertaken  and  Setlec 
under  the  Encouragement  and  Security  of  Grants  fron: 
Your  Royal  Father  and  Grandfather,  of  Famous  Memory 
and  Cherifhed  with  late  Gracious  Afpecls  from  Youijl 
Majefty.  Though  indeed,  the  prefent  Poverty  of  thefe 
Plantations  could  not  have  Accompliihed  this  Work,  hac 
not  the  foremen tioned  Bounty  of  England  lent  Relief 
Nor  could  that  have  Continued  to  ftand  us  in  ftead,  with- 
out the  Influence  of  Your  Royal  Favour  and  Authority, 
whereby  the  Corporation  there,  For  Propagating  the  Gofpe* 
among  thefe  Natives,  hath  been  Eftablilhed  and  Encouraged 
(whofc  Labour  of  Love,  Care,  and  Faithfulnefs  in  that 
Truft,  muft  ever  be  remembred  with  Honour.)  Yea. 
when  private  perfons,  for  their  private  Ends,  have  of  late 
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fbught  Advantages  to  deprive  the  faid  Corporation  of  Half 
the  Poffeffions  that  had  been,  by  Liberal  Contributions , 
di  obtained  for  fo  Religious  Ends  ;  We  underftand,  That  by 
tljan  Honourable  and  Righteous  Decifion  in  Your  Majefties 
$\Court  of  Chancery ,  their  Hopes  have  been  defeated,  and  the 
i  Thing  Settled  where  it  was  and  is.  For  which  great  Fa- 
vour, and  Illuftrious  Fruit  of  Your  Majefties  Government, 
!we  cannot  but  return  our  moft  Humble  Thanks  in  this 
Publick  Manner  :  And,  as  the  Remit,  of  the  joynt  Endeav* 
ours  of  Your  Majefties  Subjects  there  and  here,  acting  un* 
der  Your  Royal  Influence,  We  Prefent  Tou  with  this  Work, 
1 1;  which  upon  fundry  accounts  is  to  be  called  Tours. 

The  Southern  Colonies  of  the  Spanijh  Nation  have  fent 
home  from  this  American  Continent. 9  much  Gold  and  Silver, 
as  the  Fruit  and  End  of  their  Difcoveries  and  Tranfplanta- 
tions  :  That  (we  confefs)  is  a  fcarce  Commodity  in  this 
Colder  Climate.  But  (futable  to  the  Ends  of  our  Under- 
taking) we  Prefent  this,  and  other  Concomitant  Fruits  of 
our  poor  Endeavours  to  Plant  and  Propagate  the  Gofpel 
here  f-which,  upon  a  true  account,  is  as  much  better  than 
Gold,  as  the  Souls  of  men  are  more  worth  than  the  whole 
World.  This  is  a  Nobler  Fruit  (and  indeed,  in  the  Coun- 
fels  of  All-difpofing  Providence,  was  an  higher  intended 
I  End)  of  Columbus  his  Adventure.  And  though  by  his 
I  Brother's  being  hindred  from  a  feafonable  Application, 
I  your  Famous  PredeceiTour  and  Anceftor,  King  Henry  the 
|  Seventh,  miffed  of  being  fole  Owner  of  that  firft  Difcove* 
ry,  and  of  the  Riches  thereof  ;  yet,  if  the  Honour  of  firfl; 
Bifcovering  the  True  and  Saving  Knowledge  of  the  Gofpel 
unto  the  poor  Americans •,  and  of  Erecting  the  Kingdome  of 
JESUS  CHRIST  among  them,  be  Referved  for,  and 
do  Redound  unto  your  Majefty,  and  the  Englifh  Nation, 
After-ages  will  not  reckon  this  Inferiour  to  the  other. 
Religion  is  the  End  and  Glory  of  Mankinde  :  and  as  it  wa$ 
the  ProfefTed  End  of  this  Plantation  ;  fo  we  defire  ever  t6 
keep  it  in  our  Eye  as  our  main  Defign  (both  as  to  ourfelves, 
and  the  Natives  about  us)  and  that  our  Produ&s  may  be 
anfwerable  thereunto.  Give  us  therefore  leave  (Dread 
SoveraignJ  yet  again  humbly  to  Beg  the  Continuance  of 
your  Royal  Favour,  and  of  the  Influences  thereof,  upon 
this  poor  Plantation,  The  United  Colonies  of  UK  W-EN  G~ 
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LAND,  for  the  Securing  and  Eftablifliment  of  our  Civil 
Priviledges,  and  Religious  Liberties  hitherto  Enjoyed  ;  1 1 
and,  upon  this  Good  Work  of  Propagating  Religion  to 
thefe  Natives,  that  the  Supports  and  Encouragements  there- 
of from  England  may  be  ftill  Countenanced  and  Confirmed. 
May  this  Nuriling  ftill  fuck  the  Breaft  of  Kings,  and  be 
foftered  by  your  Majefty,  as  it  hath  been  by  your  Royal 
PredecefTors,  unto  the  Prefer vation  of  its  main  Concern- 
ments  ;  It  fhall  thrive  and  profper  to  the  Glory  of  God,  | 
and  the  Honour  of  your  Majefty  :  Neither  will  it  be  any 
lofs  or  grief  unto  our  Lord  the  King,  to  have  the  Blefling 
of  the  Poor  to  come  upon  Him,  and  that  from  thefe  Ends 
of  the  Earth. 

The  God  by  whom  Kings  Reign,  and  Princes  Decree  Jujlice, 
Blefs  Tour  Majejiy,  and  Eftablijh  Tour  Throne  in  Right- 
eoufnefs,  in  Mercy,  and  in  Truth,  to  the  Glory  of  His  Na?ne, 
the  Good  of  His  People,  and  to  Tour  own  Comfort  and  Re- 
joycing,  not  in  this  onely,  but  in  another  World. 


Sir  Thomas  Temple's  Apology  for  Coinage  in 
Massachusetts.  From  the  Monthly  Magazine 
for  January,   1799. 

IB  E  G  leave,  through  the  channel-  of  your  liberal  and 
moft  valuable  mifcellany,  to  make  a  few  obfervations 
upon  the  following  paffage  in  Dr.  Robertfon's  "  Hiftory  of 
America,"  lately  publifhed.  After  enumerating  fever al 
inftances  of  the  addrefs  and  ambition  of  the  colonifts  in  the 
northern  provinces,  the  hiftorian  goes  on  : 

"  Thefe  were  followed  by  an  indication  ftill  lefs  ambigu- 
ous of  the  afpiring  fpirit  prevalent  among  the  people  of  the 
Maflkchufetts.  Under  every  form  of  government,  the 
right  of  coining  money  has  been  confidered  as  a  preroga- 
tive peculiar  to  foyereignty,  and  which  no  fubordinate 
member  of  a  ftate  is  entitled  to  claim.  Resrardlefs  of  this 
eftablifhed  maxim,  the  general  court  ordered  a  coinage  of 
filver  money  at  Bofton,  ftamped  with  the  name  of  the  col- 
ony, and  a  tree,  as  an  apt  fymbol  of  its  progreflive  vigour. 
Even  this  ufurpation  palled  without  notice/' 
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From  the  above  paffage,  it  feems  to  be  the  opinion  of 
Dr.  Robertfon,  that  the  people  of  the  Maffachufetts  affum- 
ed  this  "  peculiar  prerogative  of  fovereignty"  in  defiance 
of,  or  at  leaft  in  opposition  to,  the  royal  authority.  But 
it  ought  to  be  particularly  noticed,  that  the  firft  coinage 
was  made  in  the  year  1652.  Inftead,  therefore,  of  afcrib- 
ing  this  meafure  to  the  "  afpiring  fpirit"  of  the  people  of 
Maffachufetts,  the  Doctor  might  juftly  have  faid,  that  the 
colonifts  being  nearly  deferted,  at  this  time,  by  the  rulers 
at  home,  on  account  of  the  civil  wars,  and  the  various  forms 
of  government  which  afterwards  followed,  were  obliged 
to  coin  money  from  abfoiute  necefiity.  The  following  ex- 
tract from  the  Memoirs  of  the  late  truly  patriotic  Thomas 
Hollis,  will  prove  this  to  have  been  the  principal,  if  not  the 
only  caufe,  and  confequently  point  out  the  miftake  which 
Dr.  Robertfon  has  inadvertently  fallen  into. 

"  Sir  Thomas  Temple,  brother  to  Sir  William  Temple, 
refided  feveral  years  in  New-England  during  the  interreg- 
num. After  the  reftoration,  when  he  returned  to  Eng- 
land, the  King  fent  for  him,  and  difcourfed  with  him  on 
the  ftate  of  affairs  in  the  Maffachufetts,  and  difcovered 
great  warmth  againft  that  colony.  Among  other  things, 
lie  faid  they  had  invaded  his  prerogative  by  coining  money. 
Sir  Thomas,  who  was  a  real  friend  to  the  colony,  told  his 
majefly,  that  the  colonifts  had  but  little  acquaintance  with 
law,  and  that  they  thought  it  no  crime  to  make  money 
for  their  own  ufe.  In  the  courfc  of  the  converfation,  Sir 
Thomas  took  fome  of  the  money  out  of  his  pocket,  and 
prefented  it  to  the  king.  On  one  fide  of  the  coin  was  a 
pine  tree,  of  that  kind  which  is  thick  and  bufhy  at  the  top. 
Charles  alked  what  tree  that  was  ?  Sir  Thomas  informed 
him  it  was  the  royal  oak,  which  preferved  his  majefty's 
life.  This  account  of  the  matter  brought  the  king  into 
good  humour,  and  difpofed  him  to  hear  what  Sir  Thomas 
had  to  fay  in  their  favour,  calling  them  a  "  parcel  of  hon* 
eft  dogs." 

The  jocular  turn  which  Sir  Thomas  gave  to  the  ftory, 
was  evidently  calculated  to  amufe  the  monarch  in  his  own 
way,  and  had  the  defired  effect,  in  difpofing  him  to  hear 
with  good  humour  that  juft  defence  of  the  colonies,  which 
Sir  Thomas  was  fo  well  qualified  to  make.     We  find  he 
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pleaded,  that  the  colonifts  thought  it  no  crime  to  make 
money  for  their  own  ufe  ;  at  a  time  too,  when  the  conftu 
iions  in  the  mother  country  prevented  them  from  receiv- 
ing thofe  occafional  fupplies  of  coin,  which  were  abfolutely 
neceflary  for  common  circulation.  Such  an  uncommon 
exigency  required  an  uncommon  expedient  ;  and  this  will 
account  for  the  proceedings  of  the  people  of  MarTachufettt 
in  a  more  rational  manner,  than  Dr.  Robertfon  has  done  : 
for  it  is  highly  improbable  that  they  mould  afpire  after  in- 
dependence, at  a  time  when  their  hiftorians  reprefent  them 
as  few  in  number,  difcordant,  and  fcarcely  able  to  defend 
themfelves  againft  their  favage  enemies. 

A  writer  of  fuch  diftinguifhed  talents  as  the  late  Dr. 
Robertfon,  will  always  enjoy  the  good  opinion  and  confi- 
dence of  his  readers  :  his  miftakes?  therefore,  will  be  of 
more  confequence,  and  deferving  of  being  amended.  That 
our  eloquent  hiftorian  is  under  a  miftake,  though,  no 
doubt,  an  inadvertent  one,  in  the  prefent  inftance,  is  next 
to  certain  ;  nor  will  his  candid  readers  be  difpleafed  with 
any  refpeclful,  attempt  to  fet  this  miftake  in  a  clear  light* 
It  may  be  added  too,  as  fome  kind  of  proof  in  this  cafe, 
that,  during  the  late  unhappy  American  war,  when  the 
whole  tribe  of  hireling  fcribblers  and  afpiring  priefts  were, 
with  cc  profligate  induftry,"  ranfacking  every  dirty  corner 
to  difcover  and  accumulate  charges  againft  the  colonifts,  in 
order  to  ftimulate  the  credulous  John  Bull  to  bleed  freely, 
the  coinage  bufinefs  was  never,  to  the  beft  of  my  recollec- 
tion, enumerated  in  the  black  catalogue  of  their  high 
crimes  and  mifdemeanours. 

Signed,  A  Friend  to  Truth. 


Ths 


Queries  and  Anfwers>  &V.  231 


The  Heads  of  Inquiry,  relative  to  the  present 
state  and  condition  of  his  majesty?s  colony  of 
Connecticut,  signified  by  his  Majesty's  secre- 
tary of  state,  in  his  letter  of  the  5TH  July, 
1773,  wiTh  THE  Answers,  returned  to  his  Ma- 
jesty's   SECRETARY    OF    STATE,    BY    THE    GOVERNOR 

and    Company   of  the  English    colony    of   Con- 
necticut,  October,   1774. 

I.  \]i  J  HAT  is  the  fttuation  6f  the  colony  under  your 
V  V  government,  the  nature  of  the  country,  foil 
and  climate,  the  latitudes  and  longitudes  of  the  moil  con- 
siderable places  in  it  ?  Have  thofe  latitudes  and  longitudes 
been  fettled  by  good  obfer  vat  ions,  or  only  by  common 
computations,  and  from  whence  are  the  longitudes  com- 
puted ? 

I.  The  Situation  of  the  firft  fettled  part  of  this  colony 
is  moftly  from  forty-one  to  forty-two  degrees  of  northerly 
latitude,  and  from  feventy-two  to  feventy-three  degrees 
and  forty-live  minutes  of  weft  longitude*  The  foil  of  this 
colony  (lying  in  the  5th  and  6th  north  climate)  is  gene- 
rally fertile,  interfperfed  with  mountainous  and  broken 
land,  with  fome  fmail  parts  thin  and  barren  :  the  country 
healthful,  although  fubject.  to  the  extremes  of  heat  and 
cold  in  their  feafons,  and  to  frequent  fudden  changes. 
Two  confiderable  places  and  ports  in  the  colony  are,  New- 
London,  latitude  41  °.  25'.  north,  longitude  720.  15'.  weft. 
New-Haven,  latitude  41  °.  18'.  north,  longitude  72  °.  $6f. 
weft  ;  fettled  by  good  obfervations  :  the  longitudes  com- 
puted from  the  royal  obfervatory  at  Greenwich. 

H.  What  are  the  reputed  boundaries  ?  And  are  any 
parts  thereof  difputed  ?     What  parts,  and  by  whom  ? 

II.  The  boundaries  are  expreffed  in  our  charter,  viz. 
"  AJ1  that  part  of  his  Majefty's  dominions  in  New-Eng- 
"  land,  in  America,  bounden  on  the  eaft  by  Narraganfet 
"  river,  commonly  called  Narraganfet  bay,  where  the  river 
"  falletb  into  the  fea  ;  and  on  the  north  by  the  line  of  the 
"  Maflachufetts  plantation  ;  and  on  the  fouth  by  the  fea  % 
"  and  in  longitude  as  the  line  of  the  MaiTachufetts  colony, 
**  running  from  eaft  to  weft,  that  is  to  fay,  from  the  faid 
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"  Narraganfet  bay  on  the  eaft,  to  the  fouth  fea  on  the  well 
"  part,  with  the  iflands  thereunto  adjoining." 

A  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  colony,  called  the 
Sufquehannah,  and  Delaware  companies,  in  the  year  1754, 
for  great  and  valuable  confiderations,  in  money,  paid  and 
fatisfied  to  the  Indians  of  the  Six  Nations,  purchafed  of 
them,  as  early  as  they,  the  aboriginal  proprietors,  were 
willing  to  grant  and  convey  their  title  to  a  large  tracl:  of 
land,  within  the  bounds  and  limits  of  this  colony,  lying 
weft  of  the  river  Delaware,  and  from  thence  fpreading 
over  the  eaft  and  weft  branches  of  the  Sufquehannah  river. 
Since  fuch  purchafes  a  great  number  of  our  inhabitants 
have  made  fettlements  thereon. 

The  general  affembly  of  this  colony  have  afTerted  their 
claim  to  thofe  lands  s  and  the  inhabitants  dwelling  within 
the  bounds  of  this  colony,  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  Dela- 
ware river,  are  made  and  conftituted  a  diftincl:  town,  with 
like  powers  and  privileges  as  other  towns  in  this  colony 
by  lav/  have,  within  the  following  bounds,  viz.  bounded 
eaft  by  Delaware  river,  north  by  the  north  bound  of  the 
colony,  weft  by  a  north  and  fouth  line  acrofs  the  colony 
at  fifteen  miles  diftance  weft  from  a  place  on  the  Sufque- 
hannah river  called  Wyoming,  and  fouth  by  the  fouth  line 
of  this  colony  y  which  town  is  called  by  the  name  of 
Weftmoreland,  and  is  annexed  to  the  county  of  Litchfield. 
The  proprietaries  of  Pennfylvania  difpute  the  right  of  this 
colony  to  thofe  lands  ;  they  refufe  to  join,  to  run,  or  to 
fettle  the  line  between  this  colony  and  that  province. 

III.  What  is  the  fize  and  extent  of  the  colony,  the 
number  of  acres  fuppofed  to  be  contained  therein  ?  What 
part  thereof  is  cultivated  and  improved  ?  And  under 
what  titles  do  the  inhabitants  hold  their  poiTeffion  ? 

III.  The  fize  and  extent  of  the  firft  fettled  part,  is  from 
the  colony  of  Rhode-Inand  on  the  eaft,  to  the  province  of 
New- York  on  the  weft  ;  and  from  the  Maffachufetts  on 
the  north,  to  the  fea  on  the  fouth  :  two  millions,  fix  hun- 
dred and  forty  thoufand  acres,  are  fuppofed  to  be  con- 
tained therein.  The  proportion  of  arable,  meadow,  paf- 
ture,  wood-land,  and  fuch  as  is  mountainous  and  barren, 
is  unknown.  The  lands  beyond  the  river  Delaware,  lately 
purchafed  from  the  Indian  proprietors,  are  ftill  lefs  known. 
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The  original  title  to  the  lands  on  which  the  colony  was 
firft  fettled,  was,  at  the  time  the  Englilh  came  hither,  in 
the  Pequot  nation  of  Indians,  who  were  numerous  and 
warlike  ;  their  country  extended  from  Narraganfet  to 
Hudfon's  river,  and  over  all  Long-Ifland.  Safacus,  their 
great  fagamore,  had  under  him  twenty-fix  fachems  :  he 
injuriously  made  war  upon  the  Englilh  ;  he  exercifed  des- 
potic dominion  over  his  fubjecls  ;  he,  with  all  his  fachems 
and  people,  were  conquered,  and  made  tributaries  to  the 
Englilh.  The  war  being  ended,  confiderations  and  fettle- 
ments  were  made  with  fuch  fachems  and  people  as  remained, 
who  came  in,  and  received  to  their  full  contentment  and  fat- 
isfaction  ;  and  have  at  all  times  fince  been  ufed  and  treated 
with  juftice  and  humanity.  No  grants  are  made  by  the 
general  affembly,  before  the  Indian  title  is  purchafed,  agree- 
able to  the  right  of  pre-emption,  granted  by  royal  charter 
to  the  governor  and  company  of  this  colony.  Thus  the 
greateft  part  of  this  colony  was  purchafed  and  obtained  for 
great  and  valuable  confiderations,  and  other  parts  thereof 
gained  by  conqueft,  and  with  much  difficulty,  and  at  the 
only  endeavours,  expenfe  and  charges  of  perfons  thereby 
interefted  in  the  plantation  of  Connecticut,  in  New-Eng- 
land, and  their  aflociates.  Thereupon,  agreeable  to  our 
royal  patent  and  grant,  the  title  under  which  the  inhabi- 
tants hold  their  poffeffion,  is  a  grant  and  patent  made  by 
the  general  aflembly  of  the  governor  and  company  of  this 
colony  to  the  refpe&ive  townfhips,  or  to  particular  perfons, 
to  them,  their  heirs,  fuccelfors  and  affigns  forever,  accord- 
ing to  the  moll  free  tenure  of  Eaft-Greenwich,  in  the 
county  of  Kent,  in  the  realm  of  England. 

IV.  What  rivers  are  there,  and  of  what  extent  and  con- 
venience in  point  of  commerce  ? 

IV.  The  principal  rivers  are,  Connecticut,  New-London , 
Stratford,  Delaware,  and  Sufquehannah.  The  extent  of 
the  firft  is  through  New-Hampfhire,  MaiTachufetts-Bay,  and 
this  colony  ;  navigable  to  Hartford  ;  the  fecond  to  Nor- 
wich ;  the  third  to  Derby,  the  northern  parts  of  this  is 
ufually  called  Oufatannock  river  :  they  are  all  of  great 
convenience  in  point  of  commerce. 

V.  What  are  the  principal  harbours,  how  fituated,  of 
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what  extent,  and  what  is  the  depth  of  water,  and  nature 
of  anchorage  each  ? 

V.  The  principal  harbours  are,  New-London,  and  New- 
Haven  :  The  former  opens  to  the  fouth  ;  from  the  light- 
houfe  at  the  mouth  of  the  harbour,  to  the  town,  is  about 
three  miles,  the  breadth  three-quarters  of  a  mile,  and  in 
fome  places  more  ;  from  five  to  fix  fathoms  water,  a 
clear  bottom,  tough  ooze,  and  as  far  up  as  one  mile 
above  the  town  entirely  fecure  and  commodious  for  large 
mips  :  The  latter  is  fituate  north  and  fouth  ;  half  a  mile 
wide  at  the  entrance,  from  thence  to  the  town  four  miles  ; 
having  two  fathom  and  one  half  at  low  water,  and  three 
fathom  and  four  feet  at  common  tides,  and  very  good  an- 
chorage. 

VI.  What  is  the  conftitution  of  the  government  ? 

VI.  The  conftitution  of  the  government,  by  royal  char- 
ter, is  a  legiflative  power  veiled  in  the  general  affembly, 
which  confifts  of  the  governor,  or  in  his  abfence  the  depu- 
ty-governor, and  twelve  affiftants  (called  the  upper  houfe)  ; 
and  rcprefentatives,  not  exceeding  two  from  each  town, 
chofen  by  the  freemen  of  the  refpeclive  towns  they  repre- 
fent,  (called  the  lower  houfe.) 

No  act  is  valid  without  the  joint  concurrence  of  both 
houfes  :  they  make  laws,  inftitute  judicatories,  appoint 
judges,  and  other  neceffary  officers,  who  are  fworn  to  a 
faithful  difcharge  of  their  truft.  A  general  affembly  is 
holden,  agreeable  to  royal  charter,  in  May  and  October, 
annually  ;  and  at  other  times  when  called  by  the  gover- 
nor, or  in  his  abfence  the  deputy-governor,  on  any  emer- 
gency. 

VII.  What  is  the  trade  of  the  province  ?  the  number 
of  fhipping  belonging  thereto,  their  tonnage,  and  number 
of  feafaring  men,  with  their  refpective  increafe  or  diminu- 
tion within  ten  years  paft  ? 

VII.  The  principal  trade  of  this  colony  is  to  the  Weft- 
India  iflands,  excepting  now  and  then  a  veffel  to  Ireland 
with  flaxfeed,  and  to  England  with  lumber  and  pot-afhes, 
and  a  few  to  Gibraltar  and  Barbary.  The  number  of 
Slipping  is  one  hundred  and  eighty  ;  their  tonnage 
10,317  ;  feafaring  men  1162  ;  bclides  upwards  of  twenty 
fail  of  coaiting  veffcls,  that  employ  about  ninety  feamen  : 

The 
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The  increafe  fince  the  year  1762,  in  number  of  fhipping, 
76  ;  their  tonnage  6,790  ;  feafaring  men  601. 

VIII.  What  quantity  and  forts  of  Britilh  manufactures 
do  the  inhabitants  annually  take  from  hence  ?  What  goods 
and  commodities  are  exported  from  thence  to  Great-Bri- 
tain, and  what  is  the  annual  amount  at  average  ? 

VIII.  The  quantity  of  Britilh  manufactures  the  inhab- 
itants do  annually  import  hither  from  Great-Britain,  are 
few  ;  but  including  thofe  taken  from  the  merchants  of 
Bofton  and  New- York,  upon  a  medium,  from  the  belt,  ob- 
fervation,  is  £.200,000  fterling,  per  annum.  The  forts  are 
almolt  all  that  are  ufeful  or  ornamental  in  common  life. 
The  goods  and  commodities  exported  from  hence  to 
Great-Britain,  are  pot  and  pearl  afhes,  lumber,  and  fome 
falted  provifions  ;  the  annual  amount  at  an  average  may 
be  £.  1 0,000  fterling. 

IX.  What  trade  has  the  province  under  your  govern- 
ment with  any  foreign  plantations,  or  any  part  of  Europe 
beiides  Great-Britain  ?  How  is  that  trade  carried  on  ?  What 
commodities  do  the  people  under  your  government  fend 
to,  or  receive  from  foreign  plantations  ;  and  what  is  the 
annual  amount  at  an  average  ? 

IX.  A  trade  with  the  French  and  Dutch  Weft-Indies, 
Gibraltar,  and  Barbary.  Thofe  veffels  that  go  from  hence 
to  the  French  and  Dutch  plantations,  carry  horfes,  cattle, 
fheep,  hogs,  provifions  and  lumber  :  thofe  for  Gibraltar 
and  Barbary,  carry  flour,  lumber,  New-England  rum,  and 
ftores  for  muling  ;  they  receive  molaffes,  cocoa,  cotton, 
and  fome  fugar  ;  from  the  Dutch  plantations  bills  of  ex- 
change ;  and  from  Barbary,  mules,  fold  in  the  Weft-Indies 
for  bills  of  exchange  :  the  annual  amount  is  about 
£.55,000,  at  an  average. 

X.  What  methods  are  there  ufed  to  prevent  illegal 
trade  ?  and  are  the  fame  effectual  ? 

X.  A  careful  conformity  of  the  cuftom-houfe  officers 
and  all  concerned,  to  their  duty,  which  prove  very  ef- 
fectual. 

XL  What  is  the  natural  produce  of  the  country,  ftaple 
commodities,  and  manufactures  ;  and  what  value  thereof 
in  fterling  money  may  you  annually  export  ? 

XL     Its  natural  produce  is  timber  of  all  kinds,  wheat, 

rye, 


2 3  6  Queries  and  Anfwers,  relative  to 

rye,  indian-corn,  beans,  barley,  oats,  and  flax  :  the  itaple 
commodities  are  the  above  produce,  pork,  beef,  and  pot 
and  pearl  allies. 

The  manufactures  are  coarfe  linens  and  woollens,  done 
in  the  family-way,  for  the  ufe  of  the  poorer  fort,  labourers, 
and  fervants  ;  alfo  ironmongery,  but  export  none.  The 
value  of  our  exported  produce  and  commodities,  may  be 
annually  £.200,000. 

XII.     What  mines  are  there  ? 

XII.  Copper  mines  in  divers  parts,  yet  after  confidera- 
ble  expenfe  and  labour  to  open  them,  have  proved  unprof- 
itable, and  now  are  much  neglected. — Iron  mines  in  great 
plenty  in  many  places,  manufactured  to  fome  advantage, 
but  hitherto  not  a  fupply  for  our  inhabitants. 

XIII.  What  is  the  number  of  inhabitants,  whites  and 
blacks  ? 

XIII.  On  an  exact  cenfus,  the  number  of  inhabitants  : 
whites  191,392  ;  blacks  6,464. 

XIV.  Are  the  inhabitants  increafed  or  decreafed  with- 
in the  laft  ten  years  ?    How  much,  and  for  what  reafon  I 

XIV.  The  inhabitants  are  increafed  mice  the  year  1762, 
52,266  ;  alfo  within  this  time,  there  have  been  frequent 
and  numerous  emigrations  from  hence,  to  fettle  on  new 
lands  in  his  Majefty's  other  colonies  in  America  :  which, 
under  the  Divine  Benediction,  we  attribute  to  industrious, 
temperate  life,  and  early  marriage. 

XV.  What  is  the  number  of  the  militia,  and  under 
what  regulations  is  it  constituted  ? 

XV.  The  number  on  the  militia  rolls  is  26,260.  It  is 
constituted  under  the  regulations  provided  in  "  An  act 
"  for  forming  and  regulating  the  militia  ;  and  for  the  en- 
"  couragement  of  military  fkill,  for  the  better  defence  of 
"  this  colony,"  All  male  perfons  from  lixteen  years  of 
age  to  forty-five,  to  bear  arms,  excepting  civil  and  ecclefi- 
aitical  officers,  and  others  therein  mentioned  :  the  train- 
bands in  each  town,  to  attend  four  days  in  a  year,  for  in- 
struction in  military  difcipline.  There  are  eighteen  regi- 
ments, with  a  troop  of  horfc  to  each,  and  to  fome  two 
troops  ;  each  regiment  to  attend  regimental  exercifes  once 
in  four  years.  The  militia  fpend  their  own  time  ;  the  fol- 
diers  and  all  houfeholders  provide  themielvcs  v.  ith  arms, 
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&c.     Fines  and  penalties  are  impofed  for  evefy:neglecl:  and 
/defect.    It  is  no  otherwife  of  any  expenfe  to  the  colony. 

XVI.  What  forts  and  places  of  defence  are  there  with- 
in  your  government  ;  and  in  what  condition  ? 

XVL  A  fmall  battery  at  New-London,  confining  of 
nine  guns,  built  and  fupported  at  the  colony's  expenfe5 
which  is  fmalL 

XVII.  What  number  of  Indians  have  you  *?  and  how 
are  they  inclined  ? 

XVII.  There  is  thirteen  hundred  and  nxty-three  ;  ma= 
ny  of  them  dwell  in  Englifh  families,  the  reft  in  fmall  tribes 
in  various  places  :  they  are  in  peace,  good  order,  and  in- 
clined to  idlenefs. 

XVIII.  What  is  the  ftrength  of  the  neighbouring  In- 
.t&ans  ? 

XVIII.  No  Indians  are  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  firft 
fettled  part  of  this  Colony  ;  the  Six  Nations  border  on  the 
lands  lying  weft  of  Delaware. 

XIX.  What  is  the  revenue  arifing  within  your  govern- 
ment ;  and  how  is  it  appropriated  and  applied  ? 

XIX.  It  arifes  from  a  tax  on  polls  and  rateable  eftate, 
near  to  fix  thoufand  pounds  fterling  :  Somewhat  more 
than  one  third  part  is  appropriated  to  thefupport  of  fchools 
in  the  feveral  towns,  for  education  of  children  and  youth  ; 
The  refidue  is  applied  for  the  mpport  of  government. 

XX.  What  are  the  ordinary  and  extraordinary  expenr 
fes  of  your  government  ? 

XX.  The  ordinary  annual  expenfes  are  near  four  thou- 
fand pounds  fterling,  excluiive  of  the  fchools  :  there  hath 
jjeen  no  extraordinary  expenfes  iince  the  laft  war  ;  the 
burden  of  that  is  felt  to  this  day. 

XXL  What  are  the  eftablifhments,  civil  and  military, 
within  your  government  ;  and  by  what  authority  do  the 
officers  hold  their  places  ?  What  is  the  annual  value  of 
each  office,  civil  and  military  ?  How  are  they  refpectively 
appointed,  and  who  are  the  prefent  poffeifors  ? 

XXI.  The  civil  officers  of  the  colony,  are  ;  the  govern- 
or, deputy-governor,  and  twelve  affiftants,  annually  chofen 
in  May,  by  the  freemen  of  the  colony,  and  take  their  feve- 
ral and  refpeclive  corporal  oaths,  according  to  our  royal 
charter  :  at  the  fame  time  is  chofen  and  fworn  according 

to 
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to  law,  a  treafurer,  and  fecretary.  By  law  are  eftablifhed, 
one  fuperior  court,  whereof  is  one  chief  judge,  and  four 
other  judges  ;  which  court  is  held  in  each  county  twice  in 
a  year  :  an  inferior  or  county  court  in  each  county,  where 
of  is  one  judge,  and  two  or  more  juftices  of  the  quorum  : 
courts  of  probates  in  eighteen  diftricb,  whereof  is  one  judge 
in  each  diftrict :  juftices  of  the  peace  for  each  county 
whereof  there  is  one  or  more  in  each  town  :  one  flierifF, 
and  one  King's  attorney  in  each  county. 

The  military  officers  eftabliihed  by  law,  are  ;  the  gover- 
nor  for  the  time  being,  is  captain-general  and  commandei 
in  chief  of  and  over  all  the  military  forces  within  this  colo 
ny  ;  the  deputy-governor  for  the  time  being,  is  lieutenant- 
general  of  the  fame  :  one  colonel,  one  lieutenant-colond 
and  one  major  of  each  regiment :  one  captain  of  each  train- 
band, and  troop  of  horfe,  with  fubaltern  officers. 

All  officers,  civil  and  military,  hold  their  place  by  com 
million  from  the  governor. 

The  governor's  falary  is  £.300  lawful  money,  per  ann. 

The  deputy-governor's  is  £.  1 00. 

The  treafurer 's  is  £.180. 

The  fecretary's  is  £.20,  with  certain  perquifites. 

Other  civil  officers  are  rewarded  for  their  fervices  acj 
cording  to  the  time  they  attend  the  fame. 

All  officers,  both  civil  and  military,  are  appointed 
the   governor,    council,    and    reprefentatives,   in   genera 
court  aflembled. 

The  civil  officers  are  appointed  annually  in  May  ;  th 
military  officers  from  time  to  time  as  vacancies  happen. 

The  names  of  the  prefent  civil  officers,  are  as  follows 
viz. 

Jonathan  Trumbull,  Governor, 
Matthew  Griswold,  Deputy-Governor. 

Affiftants. 
Jabez  Hamlin,  Abraham  Davenport, 

Shubael  Conant,  William-Samuel  Johnfon, 

Eltfha  Shelden,  Jofeph  Spencer, 

Eliphalet  Dyer,  Oliver  Wolcott, 

Jabez   Huntington,         William  Pitkin, 
Roger  Sherman,  James- Abraham  Hillhoufe, 
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John  Lawrence,  Treafurer, 
George  Wyllys,  Secretary. 

The  Superior  Court. 
Mathew  Grifwold,  Chief  Judge, 
Eliphalet  Dyer,  jj 

Roffer  Sherman,  (      T    , 

William  Pitkin,  >     JudSes' 

Samuel  Huntington,  J 

Colony  of  Connecticut* 

At  a  General  Affembly  of  the  Governor  and  Company  of  the  CoU 
ony  of  Connecticut,  holden  at  'New-Haven,  on  the  fecond 
Thurfday  ofOclober,  1774. 

RESOLVED  by  this  Afiembly,  that  his  Honour  the 
Governor  be,  and  he  is  hereby  defired  to  caufe  fix 
hundred  copies  of  the  queries  from  the  Secretary  of  State* 
dated  5th  July,  1773,  and  the  anfwers  thereto,  prepared  by 
his  Honour,  and  laid  before  this  Afiembly,  to  be  printed, 
and  caufe  the  fame  to  be  diftributed  to  the  feveral  towns  in 
this  colony,  in  proportion  to  their  lift  of  eftates. 

George  Wyllys,  Sec'y* 


Some    Account    of    the    severe    Drought   in    1749, 
from  a  MS.  of  Mr.  James  Blake,  of  Dorchester. 

"  r  I  1HIS  fummer  was  the  fevereft  drought  in  this  coun- 
A     try  that  has  ever  been  known  in  the  memory  of 

i  the  oldeft  perfons  among  us.  It  was  a  dry  fpring  ;  and 
by  the  latter  end  of  May  the  grafs  was  burnt  up,  fo  that 
the  ground  looked  white  :  and  it  was  the  6th  day  of  July, 
before  any  rain  (to  fpeak  of)  came.  The  earth  was  dried 
like  powder  to  a  great  depth  ;    and  many  wells,  fprings, 

I  brooks,  and  fmall  rivers  were  dried  up,  that  were  never 
known  to  fail  before  :  and  the  fifti  in  fome  of  the  rivers 
died.  The  paftures  were  fo  fcorched,  that  there  was  noth- 
ing green  to  be  feen  ;  and  the  cattle  waxed  poor,  and  by 
their  lowing  feemed  to  call  upon  their  owners  for  relief, 

who 
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who  could  not  help  them.  Although  the  dry  grafs  was* 
eaten  fo  clofe,  that  there  were  but  a  few  thin  fpires  to  be 
feen,  yet  feveral  paftures  took  fire,  and  burnt  fiercely. 
My  pafture  took  fire  near  the  barn,  by  a  boy's  dropping  a 
coal  as  he  was  carrying  fire  to  the  water-fide ;  and  though 
there  feemed  to  be  fo  little  grafs,  yet  what  there  was,  by 
the  ground's  being  fo  dry,  blazed  and  flafhed  like  gun- 
powder,  and  run  very  faft  along  the  ground,  and  in  one 
place  burnt  fome  fence  :  and  we  were  forced  to  work 
hard  to  keep  it  from  the  barn,  and  to  extinguifh  it  ;  hav- 
ing the  help  of  fundry  men  that  happened  to  be  here.  It 
fpread  over  about  half  an  acre  of  ground  before  we  could 
(top  it  ;  and  where  there  were  lumps  of  cow-dung,  it 
would  burn  till  the  whole  lump  was  confumed,  and  burn 
a  hole  in  the  ground  ;  and  we  were  obliged  to  ufe  much 
water  to  quench  it. 

"  There  was  a  great  fear  city  of  hay,  being  but  a  very 
little  cut  of  the  firft  crop  ;  and  falt-marm  failed  nearly  as 
much  as  the  Englifh  meadow.  Englifh  hay  was  then  fold 
for  £.3  and  £.3-10,  old  tenor,  per  hundred.  Barley  and 
oats  were  fo  pinched,  that  many  had  not  much  more  than 
their  feed  again  ;  and  many  cut  down  their  grain,  before 
it  was  ripe,  for  fodder.  Flax  almoft  wholly  failed,  as  alfo 
garden  herbs  of  all  forts  ;  and  the  Indian  corn  rolled  up, 
and  wilted.  And  there  was  a  melancholy  profpeel:  of  the 
greatefi:  dearth  that  ever  was  known  in  this  land. 

"  In  the  time  of  our  fears  and  diftrefs,  the  government 
ordered  a  day  of  public  failing  and  prayer  :  and  God  was 
gracioufly  pleafed  to  hear  and  anfwer  our  petitions  in  a 
very  remarkable  manner  :  for,  about  the  6th  of  July,  the 
courfe  of  the  weather  altered,  and  there  came  fuch  feafon- 
able  and  plentiful  rains,  as  quite  changed  the  face  of  the 
earth  ;  and  that  grafs  which  we  generally  concluded  was 
wholly  dead,  and  could  not  come  again  under  feveral. 
years,  was  revived,  and  there  was  a  good  fecond  crop  of 
mowing,  it  looking  more  like  the  fpring  than  the  latter: 
part  of  the  year  :  and  the  Indian  corn  recovered,  and  there 
was  a  very  good  harveft. 

"  And  whereas  it  was  thought,  in  the  fall  of  the  year, 
that  a  multitude  of  cattle  muft  die  for  want  of  food,  info- 
much  that  they  fent  and  fetched  hay  from  England  ;   yet 

God 
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God  in  his  providence  ordered  us  a  moderate  winter,  and 
we  were  carried  comfortably  through  it,  and  I  did  not 
hear  of  many,  if  any,  cattle  that  died.  But  by  reafon  of  fo 
many  cattle  having  been  killed  off  laft  fall,  beef,  mutton, 
and  butter  are  now,  in  May,  1750,  very  dear.  Butter  is 
y/6  old  tenor  pr.  lb. 

, "  Upon  the  coming  of  the  rains,  and  renewing  of  the 
earth,  laft  fall,  the  government  appointed  a  day  of  public 
thankfgiving. 

"  [This  fummer,  June  18th  was  faid  to  be  the  hotteft 
<lay  that  was  ever  known  in  the  northerly  part  of 
America.]" 


Grand  Jury's  Bill  against  Mary  Osgood. 

Province  of  the  Majfachufetts-Bay,  7  Anno  R.  &  Regina  Gu- 
in  New  England.      EJfcx,  ff.      y      Uelmi  et  Maria  An* 

glice,  &c*  Quarto* 

Annoq,  Domini  1692. 

THE  jurors  for  our  fovereign  lord  and  lady,  the  King 
and  Queen,  prefent,  that  Mary  Ofgood,  wife  of  Capt. 
John  Ofgood,  of  Andover,  in  the  county  of  Eflex,  about 
eleven  years  ago,  in  the  town  of  Andover  aforefaid,  wick- 
edly, malicioufly,  and  feloniouily,  a  covenant  with  the 
Devil  did  make,  and  figned  the  Devil's  Book,  and  took 
the  Devil  to  be  her  God,  and  confented  to  ferve  and  wor- 
fhip  him,  and  was  baptized  by  the  Devil,  and  renounced 
her  former  Chriftian  baptifm,  and  promifed  to  be  the 
Devil's,  both  body  and  foul  forever,  and  to  ferve  him  ;  by 
which  diabolical  covenant,  by  her  made  with  the  Devil, 
fhe  the  faid  Mary  Ofgood  is  become  a  det  eft  able  Witch, 
againft  the  peace  of  our  fovereign  lord  and  lady,  the  King 
and  Queen,  their  crown  and  dignity,  and  the  laws  in  that 
cafe  made  and  provided. 

Billa  vera.       Robert  Page,  Foreman.' 

Ponitfe.     Nan  cut : — -found. 
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Biographical    Notice    of    the    Rs-v.   James   Notes, 
first  minister  of  newbury. 

REVEREND  James  Noyes  was  born  in  England,  at 
Choulderton,  in  Wiltlhire,  in  the  year  1608.  His 
father  was  a  minilter  of  that  town  :  His  mother  a  lifter  of 
the  Rev.  Robert  Parker. 

He  had  his  education,  chiefly,  under  Mr.  Thomas  Par- 
ker, the  fon  of  Robert.  By  him  he  was  invited  from 
Brazen-nofe  college,  in  Oxford,  to  amft  in  the  care  and 
charge  of  the  public  fchool  at  Newbury  ;  and  which  they 
kept  together  until  they  came  into  New-England,  in  1634. 

Soon  afterwards  they  began  a  fettlement,  to  which  they 
gave  the  name  of  Newbury  ;  gathered  a  church,  and  Mr. 
Parker  became  the  paftor,  and  Mr.  Noyes  the  teacher.  In 
this  ftation,  Mr.  Noyes  continued  for  fomething  more  than 
twenty  years. 

His  ficknefs  was  long  and  tedious,  which  he  bore  with 
patience,  and  even  cheerfulnefs,  and  died  October  2  2d, 
1656,  in  the  48th  year  of  his  age.  He  left  fix  fons  and  two 
daughters,  all  of  whom  lived  to  be  married.  Two  of  his 
fons,  James  and  Mofes,  were  educated  at  Harvard  college  ; 
commenced  in  1659,  and  were  fettled  in  the  miniftry  in 
Connecticut. 

James  was  paftor  of  a  church  in  Stonington,  and  died 
December  30th,  in  the  year  17 19,  in  the  81ft  year  of  his 
age,  and  56th  of  his  miniftry. 

Mofes  was  paftor  of  a  church  in  Lyme.  He  died  Nov. 
10th,  1729,  in  the  86th  year  of  his  age,  after  having  r elid- 
ed with  his  people  60  years. 


A  Description    and    Historical    Account    of    the 
Isles  of  Shoals. 

^  n    HP  HE  RE  are  eight  Iflands  in  the  cluf- 

'-•      A     ter  that  bears  this  name,  compactly 

fituated,  viz.  Hog  Ifland,  of  about  350  acres  ;   Star  Illand, 

of  about  150  acres  ;  Haley's,  or  Smutty-Nofe  Illand,  of  about 

100  acres.     Thefe  are  the  principal,  and  the  only  ones  that 

are 
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are  habitable.  The  others  are  Cedar,  White,  Londonners's, 
Malaga,  and  Duck  Jflands  ;  the  largeft  of  which  contains 
about  eight  acres,  the  fmalleft  one  acre.  They  lie  nine 
miles  S.  E.  of  Portfmouth  light-houfe,  (N.  H.)  and  21  N.  E. 
of  the  light-houfes  at  Newburyport.  N.  Lat.  42 °.  59'.  W. 
Long,  from  London,  70 °.  30'.  The  line,  which  divides 
New-Hampfhire  from  Maine,  paffes  between  thefe  iflands, 
leaving  Haley's,  Hog,  Duck,  Cedar  and  Malaga  ifles,  on  the 
N.  E.  in  Maine  ;  and  the  others  on  the  S.  W.  in  New- 
Hampfhire.*  Some  have  entertained  the  idea,  that  thefe 
iflands,  at  fome  former  period,  joined  to  fome  of  the  points 
or  bluffs,  that  project  from  the  main,  near  Hampton.  The 
ReV.  Mr.  Tuck  was  of  this  opinion.! 

Discovery.]  Thefe  iflands  were  difcovered  by  the  ceL 
ebrated  Capt.  John  Smith,  in  161 4,  and  by  him  named 
Smith's  Ifles.  For  reafons  unknown  to  the  writer,  they 
fhortly  after  obtained  their  prefent  name.  The  deed  given 
by  the  Indian  fagamores  to  John  Wheelright  and  others, 
in  1629,  includes  "  the  Ifles  of  Shoals,  fo  called  by  the  Eng- 
lifh."J 

Harbour.]  The  only  fecure  harbour  in  thefe  iflands 
is  Haley's,  which  opens  to  the  S.  W.  having  Haley's  ifland 
S.  E.  Malaga  N.  W.  a  wall,  built  by  Mr.  Haley,  between 
70  and  80  paces  in  length,  on  the  N.  E.  This  little,  well 
fheltered  harbour  is  of  great  importance,  not  only  to  the 
fifhermen  of  thefe  iflands,  but  to  merchant  veffels  coming 
on  this  coaft,  who,  not  infrequently,  have  been  obliged  to 
put  into  the  Shoals,  in  diftrefs.  Many  lives  and  much 
property  have  been  faved  by  means  of  this  harbour,  and  the 
timely  and  humane  exertions  of  thefe  hardy  iflanders. 
The  wall,  which  fecures  this  harbour,  is  in  a  ftate  of  decay. 
The  enterprifing  proprietor  is  unable  to  make  the  neceflary 
repairs.  The  fecurity  and  enlargement  of  this  harbour  is 
an 

*  In  Governor  Wentworth's  commiffion  of  1764,  the  boundaries  of 
New-Hampfhire  are  defcribed  in  part  as  follows  :  "  And  by  a  dividing 
line,  parting  the  Ifles  of  Shoals,  and  running  through  the  middle  of  the 
harbour  between  the  faid  iflands  to  the  fea,  on  the  fouth-eaflerly  fide, 
the  fouth-wefterly  part  of  faid  Iflands,  to  be  accounted  part  of  our  pro- 
vince of  New-Hampfhire."  The  above  line  meets  the  fouth  line  of 
New-Hampfhire,  at  a  point  a  few  miles  eaftward  of  the  Shoals. 

f  MS.  Letter  of  Judge  Sewall  to  the  author. 

±  See  Belknap's  Hiftory,  vol.  I.  Ap.  p.  2. 


244  Defcription  of  the  IJles  of  Shoals. 

an  objecT:  which  deferves  the  attention  of  the  public.    Thefe 
iflands  are  conveniently  liquated  for  the  fmuggling  trade  ;  | 
and  unlefs  fome  meafures  be  taken  by  the  government  of  i 
the  United  States,  to  prevent  it,  by  eftablifhing  a  free  port 
here,  or  making  it  a  place  of  ftrength,  it  may  be  ufed  for 
that  purpofe.f 

Face  of  the  Islands,  &c]  Thefe  iflands  have  a  drea- 
ry and  inhoipi table  appearance,  and  but  for  their  advanta- 
feous  fituation  for  carrying  on  the  fifheries,  would  proba- 
ly  never  have  been  inhabited.  They  are  a  bed  of  rocks, 
railing  their  disjointed  heads  above  the  water.  The  great- 
er part  of  their  furface  is  covered  with  a  thin  foil,  yielding 
grafs  fuincient  to  fupport,  during  thefummer  and  autumn, 
twenty  or  thirty  cows,  and  about  150  fheep.  The  ilieep 
raifed  here  are  ufually  killed  before  winter.  Nearly  half 
the  fward,  on  Star  Hland,  has,  within  a  few  years,  been  cut 
up  by  the  neceffitous  inhabitants,  dried  and  burnt,  inftead 
of  more  folidfuel. 

,  Upon  all  the  iflands  there  are  chafms  in  the  rocks,  feve- 
ral  yards  wide,  and  from  one  to  ten  deep,  occafioned,  if  we  | 
may  judge  from  appearances,  by  fome  violent  earthquake. 
In  fome  places,  acres  of  rock  are  broken  off  from  the  reft  of 
the  ifland  ;  and  through  the  cracks  or  guts,  the  water,  at 
high  tides  and  in  ftorms,  rufhes  in  torrents.  The  moft 
remarkable  of  thefe  chafms  is  on  the  S.  E.  point  of  Star 
ifland,  in  which  is  a  place,  where,  tradition  fays,  one  Betty 
Moody  fecreted  herfelf  when  the  Indians  vifited  the  ifland, 
and  carried  off  many  female  captives,  and  thence  called,  to 
this  day,  "  Betty  Moody's  hole,'"  Others  fay  me  was  drown* 
ed  here. 

Climate.]  The  worthy  Mr.  Tuck  ufed  to  fay,  that, 
in  the  winter  feafon,  the  weather  at  the  Shoals  was  "  a 
thin  under  waiftcoat  warmer,  than  in  the  fame  parallel  of 
latitude  on  the  main."  About  a  century  ago,  the  ice  ex- 
tended from  Star  to  Hog  ifland.  In  January,  1 697,  the  men 
were  obliged  to  cut  the  ice,  in  order  to  get  their  lhallops 

into 

f  In  1766,  the  town  of  Gofport  (Star  Ifland)  voted  to  petition  the 
General  Court  of  New-Hampfliire  for  a  lottery  to  build  a  pier  in  the 
cove  before  the  town.*  What  became  of  this  petition  is  not  known. 
A  pier  was  afterwards  begun,  but  never  finifhed.  It  is  a  work  much 
wanted  in  that  place.  .*  Town  Records. 
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into  the  cove.*  As  will  eafily  be  fuppofed,  the  weather  is 
very  bleak  here  in  winter,  but  it  is  delightfully  cool  and 
falubrious  in  fummer,  and  at  all  feafons  very  healthful, 
Amidft  all  the  expofures  neceffary  to  their  occupation,  the 
inhabitants  have  feldom  need  of  a  phyfician  ;  and  no  one 
of  this  profeffion  has  lived  on  the  iiland  for  more  than 
twenty  years.f  The  inhabitants  are  not  remarkable  for 
ldngevity.  A  coniiderable  number  perifh  at  fea.  "  In 
1632,  a  fifhing  lhallop  at  the  Ifle  of  Shoals  was  overfet."J 
Many  boats  and  men  were  deftroyed  by  a  violent  N.  E. 
ftorm  in  February,  1695  ;  an^  tne  Year  following,  fix  or 
feven  boats  were  taken  by  the  French. §  In  the  winter  of 
1 80 1,  a  fifhing  fchooner,  with  all  her  hands,  was  loft  in 
the  fame  way.  Such  accidents  have  very  frequently  hap- 
pened to  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  ifles  ;  but  we  have  not 
dates  or  particulars  of  thefe  events. 

Productions.]  Thefe  iflands  lie  in  common,  except  a 
few  fmall  inclofures  for  gardens  and  mowing  ground  ;  the 
former  yielding  to  their  proprietors  a  fcanty  fupply  of 
roots,  and  other  garden  fluff  for  fummer  ;  the  latter  from 
about  three  to  fix  tons  of  hay.||  A  few  willows  and  iom- 
bardy  poplars,  planted  by  the  inhabitants,  are  the  only 
trees  on  thefe  iflands,  Whortle-berries,  choak-plums,  and 
a  few  cranberries,  are  found  on  Hog  and  Haley's  ifles. 

Water.]  There  are  no  frefh-water  ftreams  on  thefe 
iflands,  and  but  one  perennial  fpring,  which  is  on  Hog  ill— 
and.1^  The  wells,  which  are  rare,  are  none  of  them  more 
than  twelve  feet  deep,  generally  lefs.  The  clouds  furnifh 
the 

*   Kelley's  Journal  MS. 

f  The  phyficians  of  Portfmouth  have  ufually  attended  the  lick  on 
thefe  ifles. 

\  Winthrop?s  Journal,  p.  37. 

§  Kelley's  Journal. 

j]  A  woman,  by  the  name  of  PuJIey,  died  on  Star  ifland  about  the 
year  1795,  nearly  90  years  old.  In  her  life  time  flie  kept  two  cows. 
The  hay,  on  which  they  fed  in  winter,  fhe  ufed  to  cut  in  fummer, 
among  the  rocks,  with  a  knife,  with  her  own  hands.  She  ufually  col- 
lected in  this  way  about  half  a  ton.  Her  cows,  it  was  remarked,  were 
always  in  excellent  order.  They  were  taken  from  her,  and  paid  for,  by 
the  Britifh,  about  the  year  1775,  and  killed,  to  the  no  fmall  grief  of  the 
good  old  woman.  The  beef  was  pronounced  to  be  of  the  very  befl 
kind. 

f  See  the  petition  of  Cutts,  &c.  under  another  head. 
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the  inhabitants  with  the  greater  part  of  their  water  foi 
domeftic  ufes. 

Fort.]  On  the  weft  point  of  Star  ifiand,  on  an  emi 
nence,  are  the  ruins  of  a  fmall  fort,  which  was  defendec 
formerly  by  nine  cannon,  four-pounders.  This  fort  wai 
difmantled  at  the  commencement  of  the  late  war,  anc 
the  cannon  carried  to  Newburyport. 

Population.]  For  more  than  a  century  previous  t<| 
the  American  revolutionary  war,  thefe  iflands,  confiderin^j 
their  fize  and  fituation,  were  populous,  containing  fron 
three  to  fix  hundred  fouls.  On  Hog  ifiand,  which  is  nov 
without  an  inhabitant,  there  were  between  twenty  an< 
thirty  families,  who,  in  general,  were  good  livers.  In  f( 
profperous  a  ftate  were  thefe  iflands  formerly,  that  gentle 
men,  from  ibme  of  the  principal  towns  on  the  fea  coaft 
fent  their  fons  here  for  literary  inftruction.  They  had 
court-houfe  on  Haley's  ifiand  ;  a  meeting-houfe,  firft  oi 
Hog  ifiand,  and  afterwards  on  Star  ifiand.  This  ifiand 
under  the  jurifdiction  of  New-Hampfhire,  was  erected  in 
to  a  town,  by  the  name  of  Gofport^  (at  fome  former  peri 
od  called  Apple  dor  e\  which  was  organized  with  the  prope 
officers,  and  its  political  concerns  managed  with  grea 
propriety.  But  it  was  found  that  thefe  iflands  afTorde<|] 
fuftenance,  and  recruits,  to  the  enemy,  early  in  the  war 
in  confequence,  the  inhabitants  were  ordered  to  quit  th 
iflands.  In  obedience  to  government,  the  greater  part  c 
the  people  difperfed  into  the  feaport  towns  along  the  coafi 
and  molt  of  them  never  after  returned.  About  twent 
families  removed  to  Old- York,  where  their  defcendanl 
now  live.  The  few  who  remained,  four  or  five  familie 
excepted,  have  been  a  miferable  fet  of  beings,  extremel 
poor,  dirty,  and  wicked.  In  the  autumn  of  1800,  thei 
were  but  eighteen  families  on  all  thefe  iflands,  fifteen  0 
Star,  and  three  on  Haley's  ifiand,  containing  in  all  11 
fouls.  Thefe  iflands,  being  probably  the  befl  fituation  fc 
carrying  on  the  fifheries.  in  America,  if  the  patronage  ( 
government  could  be  extended  to  them,  and  a  few  me 
bf  capital,  induftry  and  integrity  were  to  eflabiifh  them 
felvcs  here,  might  furniili  employment,  fupport,  and  eve 

affluent 


f   In    1728,    Go/port    paid    into    the    treafury    of    New-Hampihi: 
£  .16--00--4,   a*  her  proportion  of  a  tax  of  j^.ioqo. 
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affluence,  to  600,  or  even  1000  people  ;  and  be  an  excel- 
lent nurfery  for  feamen  to  man  our  infant  navy. 

Present  state  of  these  Islands.]  At  the  clofe  of 
the  year  1800,  there  were,  on  Haley's  ifland,  three  decent 
dwelling-houfes,  occupied  by  Mr.  Haley,  an  ingenious  and 
refpectable  old  gentleman*  of  feventy-fix,  and  his  two 
fons,  with  their  families.  In  thefe  three  families  were 
I  twenty  fouls.  Mr.  Haley  has  expended  a  handfome  for- 
tune in  erecting  the  expenfive  wall  before  mentioned, 
wharves,  and  other  ufeful  works t  Among  thefe  are  a 
wind-mill,  rope-walk,  270  feet  long*  falt-works,  erected 
before  'the  war,  a  bake-houfe,  brewery,  diftillery,  built  in 
.1783,  and  a  blackfmith's  and  cooper's  ihop.  Thefe  works, 
in  confequence  of  the  unprofperous  ilate  of  thefe  iflands, 
are  all  going  to  decay. 

On  Star  ifland,  are  eleven  dwelling-boufes,  if  they  may- 
be fo  called.  Four  excepted,  they  appear  to  be,  of  all  a- 
bodes  of  human  beings,  the  moft  loathfome.  In  the  Ml 
of  1 800,  by  the  hand  of  charity,  they  received  fome  flight 
repairs.  Interfperfed  among  thefe,  are  ten  other  buildings 
for  curing  and  ftoring  filh. 

Fisheries.]  Before  the  war,  when  the  iflands  were  in 
a  flouriihing  ilate,  there  were  annually  caught  here,  and 
cured  for  the  market,  from  three  to  four  thoufand  quintals 
of  filh.  At  that  time,  feven  or  eight  fchooners,  beiides 
boats,  were  employed  in  this  bufinefs  ;  and  fome  ufed  to 
extend  their  fiming  voyages  to  the  banks  of  Newfound- 
land. 

About  the  year  1730,  and  afterwards,  the  iiiheries  on 
thefe  iflands  increafed  to  that  degree,  that  three  or  four 
ihips  ufed  to  load  here,  annually,  with  winter  and  fpring 
merchantable  fifh,  for  Bilboa,  in  Spain,  and  fmaller  veffels 
for  other  places.  Befides,  a  large  quantity  of  cod  and 
fcale  fifli  were  carried  to  Portfmouth,  for  the  Weft-India 
market.* 

The  ufual  drink  of  the  filhermen,  at  that  period,  was  a 

i  liquor  which  they  called  bounce^  compofed  of  two  thirds 

\  fpruce  beer  and  one  third  wine*     But,  in  a  courfe  of  years, 

they  gradually  left  off  the  ufe  of  this  wholefome  drink, 

and  fubftituted  in  its  place,  ardent  fpirits,  which  has  been 

ifcv-.v  ■  a  principal 

*  MS.  letter  from  C.  Chauncey,  Efq, 
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a  principal  mean  of  the  lamentable  degeneracy  of  thefc 
people.f 

Whale-boats,  only,  are  now  employed  in  this  fifhery. 
In  the  autumn  of  1800,  13  boats,  10  owned  on  Star,  and 
three  on  Haley's  ifland,  belonged  to  thefe  iflanders.  From 
a  thoufand  to  fifteen  hundred  quintals  of  fifh  are  caught 
here  annually  ;  from  100  to  250  quintals  of  which  are  what 
is  called  winter  or  dumb  fifh.  In  the  winter  and  fpring  of 
1800,  when  bait  was  plenty,  and  the  feafon  favourable, 
about  300  quintals  of  winter  fifh  were  taken  ;  in  1788, 
when  bait  was  fcarce,  and  the  feafon  bad,  only  thirty-five 
quintals  were  caught. 

The  winter  or  dumb  fifh.  are  thought,  by  the  fifhermen, 
to  be  a  "  fairer,  larger,  and  thicker  filh,"  than  thofe  caught 
in  the  fame  places  in  fummer.  This  difference  may  pro- 
bably be  fatisfaclorily  accounted  for,  from  the  difference 
in  the  feafon  of  the  year.  The  winter  and  fummer  fiih 
are  doubtlefs  of  the  fame  fpecies.  They  are  cured  alfo  in 
the  fame  manner,  except  that  the  former,  on  account  of 
the  coldnefs  of  the  weather,  require  lefs  fait.  The  trouble 
of  taking  and  curing  the  winter  fifh  is  much  greater  than 
of  the  fummer,  becaufe  the  days  a;e  ihorter,  and  the  fea- 
fon unfavourable  for  drying  them.  The  hardfhips  endur- 
ed in  taking  the  winter  fifh  are  inconceivable  by  all  but 
eye  witneffes.  In  fummer,  the  fifhing  is  carried  on  chiefly 
in  the  night. 

The  following  is  the  procefs  of  making  the  fifh.  • 

The  fifh,  in  the  firft  place,  are  thrown  from  the  boats 
in  piles  on  the  fhore.  The  cutter  then  takes  them  and  cuts 
their  throats,  and  rips  open  their  bellies.  In  this  ftate  he 
hands  them  to  the  header  ^  who  takes  out  the  entrails,  (de- 
taching the  livers,  which  are  preferred  for  the  fake  of  the 
oil  they  contain)  and  breaks  off  their  heads.  The  fpliiier 
then  takes  out  the  back-bone,  and  fplits  them  completely 
open,  and  hands  them  to  the  falter^  who  falts  and  piles 
them  in  bulk,  where  they  lie  from  ten  to  twenty  hours, 
as  is  moft  convenient.  The  fhoremen  and  the  women 
then  wafh  and  fpread  them  on  the  flakes.  Here  they  re- 
main three  or  four  weeks,  according  to  the  weather  ;  dur- 
ing which  time  they  are  often  turned,  piled  in  faggots, 

and 

f  MS.  letter  from  C.  Chauncey,  Eiq. 
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and  then  fpread  again,  till  they  are  completely  cured  for 
the  market. 

The  winter  or  dumb  fifh  lie  from  ten  to  fourteen  days 
in  fait,  and  are  very  carefully  dried,  and  fecured  in  bad 
weather.  The  feafon  for  catching  and  curing  thefe  fifh  is 
from  February  to  May,  as  the  weather  will  allow. 

The  haddock  and  hake  (there  is  a  great  refemblance 
between  thefe  fifhes)  are  caught  in  fummer  and  fall,  dur- 
ing the  night.  They  lie  in  pickle  from  twelve  to  thirty- 
fix  hours,  and  then  are  dry  falted  \  after  which  they  are 
fpread  upon  the  flakes  ;  and  in  good  weather,  their  cure 
is  completed  in  a  week. 

The  fifh  of  all  kinds,  made  on  thefe  iflands,  have  the 
preference  in  market,  and  command  a  higher  price.  The 
dumb  fifh  is  confumed  chiefly  in  New-England,  and  is  con- 
fidered,  by  connoiffeurs  in  fifh,  the  beft  in  the  world.  Its 
price  is  from  fix  to  ten  dollars  a  quintal. 

The  hake  is  fhipped  to  the  Weft-Indies,  to  Spain,  &c. 
The  price  at  the  Shoals  is  commonly  about  two  dollars  a 
quintal.  The  fpring  fifh,  which  is  next  in  quality  to  the 
dumb  fifh,  is  ufually  fent  to  Madeira.  The  fummer  cod- 
fifh,  called  Jamaica  fifh,  which  goes  to  the  Weft-Indies,  is 
about  three  dollars  a  quintal. 

From  the  year  1754^0  1771,  it  ..appears  from  there- 
cords,  that  the  falary  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Tucke  was  paid  him 
in  merchantable  winter  fifh,  a  quintal  a  man.  There  were 
from  eighty  to  a  hundred  men  then  on  thefe  iflands  ;  ^nd 
a  quintal  of  fifh  was  eftimated  at  a  guinea.  His  falary 
was  confidered,  in  his  fituation,  as  one  of  the  moft  valu- 
able, at  that  time,  in  New-England. 

Miscellanies,  historical  and  humorous.]  Mr. 
William  Pepper  ell,  and  a  Mr.  Gibbons,  from  Topfharn,  in  the 
weft  of  England,  two  refpeclable  gentlemen,  were  among 
the  firft  fettlers  at  the  Shoals.  For  a  year  or  two  they  car- 
ried on  the  fifheries  in  this  place.  They  foon  found  it  too 
limited  for  their  views,  and  concluded  to  remove  to  fome 
part  of  the  main.  To  determine  them  whither  they  mould 
go,  they  fet  up  each  a  ftick,  and  left  them  to  fall  as  Provi- 
dence fhould  direct.  Pepper ell\  fell  N.  W.  Gibbons^  fell  to- 
wards the  N.  E.  Each  purfued,  with  enthuiiafm,  the 
courfe  his  ftick  pointed  him  ;  and  the  former  eftablifhed 
1 1         {Vol  vii.]  himfelf 
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liimfelf  at  the  mouth  of  Pifcataway  river  ;  the  latter  is  faid 
to  have  obtained  a  grant  of  the  tract,  fmce  called  the  Waldo 
Patent* 

The  following  curious  petition,  &c.  with  the  annexed 
remarks,  were  handed  to  the  writer  of  the  foregoing,  by 
the  Hon.  David  Sewall,  Efq.  of  York. 

w  The  humble  petition  of  Richard  Cutt  and Cutting,  Jhew- 

eth,  That  John  Renolds,  contrary  to  an  act  in  court,  that  no 
women  f/jall  live  upon  the  IJle  of  Shoals ,  hath  brought  his  wife 
thither,  with  an  intention  there  to  live  and  abide  ;  and 
hath  alio  brought  upon  Hog  Ifland,  a  great  {lock  of  goats 
and  hogs,  which  doth  not  only  fpoile  and  deftroy  much  fifh, 
to  the  great  damage  of  feveral  others,  and  likewife  many 
of  your  petitioners  ;  but  alfo  doth  fpoile  the  fpring  of  water 
that  is  on  that  ifland,  by  making  it  unfit  or  ferviceable  for 
any  manner  of  ufe,  which  is  the  only  relief  aiid  fufienance  of  all 
the  reft  of  the  ijlands.  Your  petitioners,  therefore,  pray  that 
the  faid  Ren  olds  may  be  ordered  to  remove  his  faid  goats 
and  fwine  from  the  iilands  forthwith.  Alfo  that  the  act  of 
court,  before  mentioned,  may  be  put  in  execution,  to  the 
removal  of  all  women  from  inhabiting  there  ;  and  your  peti- 
tioners mall  pray,  &c." 

Order  of  Court  on  the  above. 
u  Whereas,  by  the  abovementioned  requeft,  the  general 
complaint  of  the  chief  of  the  fifhermen,  and  others,  of  the 
Iiie  of  Shoals,  that  it  is  a  great  annoyance  and  prejudice 
for  Mr.  John  Renolds  to  keep  his  fwine  and  goats  at  the 
Ifle  of  Shoals  ;  it  is  by  mutual  content  of  this  court  order- 
ed, that  Mr.  Renolds  mail,  within  twenty  days,  remove 
his  fwine  and  goats,  that  he  hath  at  Hog  Ifland,  from 
thence,  or  any  of  thofe  iilands,  that  are  inhabited  with  fifh- 
ermen. And  as  for  the  removal  of  his  wife,  it  is  thought  fit, 
if  no  further  complaint  come  againft  her,  fhe  may  as  yet  en- 
joy the  company  of  her  hufband.   Dated  the  20th  of  Oct.  1 647. " 

Why  a  refolve  or  ordinance  mould  have  been  made  to 
prevent  the  refidence  of  women  at  the  Shoals,  is  left  to  con- 
jecture. That  there  was,  in  fact,  fuch  a  refolve,  (although 
it  is  not  to  be  found  on  record,)  feems  to  be  recognized 
by  the  court,  in  their  order  on  Cutt  and  Cutting's  petition 
*  MS.  letter  from  C.  Chauncey,  Efq.  againft 
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againft  Renolds.  Perhaps  foine  women  of  loofe  morals  had 
occafionally  gone  thither,  and  difturbed  the  inhabitants  ; 
a  reprefentation  of  which  to  the  legislature  (who,  concerned 
for  the  morals  of  the  people,  appear  to  have  exercifed  fome 
extraordinary  powers  on  certain  occafions)  may  have  in- 
duced them  to  pafs  fuch  a  refolve.  On  the  records  of 
Maine,  is  a  precept  from  the  court  to  a  conftable  of  Saco, 
to  forbid  a  certain  man,  who  was  reported  to  be  a  married 
man,  and  to  have  left  his  wife  in  England,  from  paying  his 
addreffes  to  a  widow  woman,  or  even  to  go  into  her  com- 
pany ;  and  upon  his  periifling,  after  fuch  notice,  to  carry 
him  before  a  magiftrate,  to  give  bonds  to  comply  with  the 
order. 

While  Mr.  Brock  relided  at  the  Shoals,  he  perfuaded  the 
people  to  enter  into  an  agreement,  that,  beiides  the  Lord's- 
day,  they  would  fpend  one  day  in  every  month  together, 
in  the  worfhip  of  God.  On  a  certain  day,  which,  by  their 
agreement,  was  to  be  devoted  to  the  exercifes  of  religion, 
the  fifhermen  came  to  Mr.  Brock,  and  requefted  that  they 
might  put  by  their  meeting  that  day,  and  go  a  frihing,  be- 
caufe  they  had  loft  many  days  by  the  foulnefs  of  the  wea- 
ther. He  pointed  out  to  them  the  impropriety  of  their 
requeft,  and  endeavoured  to  convince  them  that  it  would 
be  far  better  for  them  to  ftay  at  home  and  worfhip  God, 
according  to  their  agreement,  than  to  go  a  Miing.  Not- 
withstanding his  remonftrances,  however,  five  only  con- 
fented  to  ftay  at  home,  and  thirty  determined  to  go.  Up- 
on this,  Mr.  Brock  addreffed  them  thus :  "  As  for  you, 
"  who  are  determined  to  neglect  your  duty  to  God,  and 
"  go  a  fifhing,  I  fay  unto  you,  catch  fijh  if  you  can.  But  as  for 
"  you,  who  will  tarry  and  worfhip  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift, 
cc  I  will  pray  unto  him  for  you,  that  you  may  catch  fijh  till 
"  you  are  weary"  Accordingly  the  thirty  who  went  from  the 
meeting,  with  all  their  fkill,  caught,  through  the  whole 
day,  but  four  fifties  ;  while  the  five,  who  tarried  and  atten- 
ded divine  fervice,  afterwards  went  out  and  caught  five 
hundred.* 

"  A  fiiherman,  who  had  with  his  boat  been  very  help- 
Jul 

*  This  ftory  is  related  from  Mather's  Magnalia,  as  "  credibly  atteft- 
ed,"  by  the  Rev,  Mr.  Fitch,  of  Portfmouth,  in  a  fermon  preached  at 
the  ordination  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Tucke,  July  26,  1732. 
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ful  to  carry  people  over  a  river  for  the  worfhip  of  God, 
on  the  Lord's-day,  in  the  Ifles  of  Shoals,  loft  his  boat  in  a 
ftonn.  The  poor  man  lamented  his  lofs  to  Mr.  Brock, 
who  told  him,  "  Go  home,  honeft  man,  I  will  mention  the 
matter  to  the  Lord  ;  you  will  have  your  boat  againft  to- 
morrow." Mr.  B.  now  confidering  of  what  confequence 
this  matter,  that  feemed  fo  fmall  otherwife,  might  be  a- 
mong  the  untraceable  fifhermen,  made  the  boat  an  article 
of  his  prayers  ;  and  behold,  on  the  morrow,  the  poor 
man  came  to  him  rejoicing  that  his  boat  was  found  ;  the 
anchor  of  another  veffel,  that  was  undeiignedly  caft  upon 
it,  having  ftrangely  brought  it  up,  from  the  unknown 
bottom,  where  it  had  been  funk."* 

During  the  miniftry  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Moody  at  the 
Shoals,  one  of  the  fifhing  fhallops,  with  all  hands  on 
board,  was  loft  in  a  N.  E.  ftorm  in  Ipfwich  bay.  Mr. 
Moody,  anxious  to  improve  this  melancholly  event,  for 
the  awakening  of  thofe  of  his  hearers,  who  were  expofed 
to  the  like  difafter,  addreffed  them  in  the  following  lan- 
guage, adapted  to  their  occupation  and  underftanding  : 
"  Suppofing,  my  brethren,  any  of  you  mould  be  taken 
Diort  in  the  bay,  in  a  N.  E.  ftorm, f  your  hearts  trembling 
with  fear,  and  nothing  but  death  before  you,  whither 
would  your  thoughts  turn  ?  what  would  you  do  ?" — 
"  What  would  I  do,"  replied  one  of  thefe  hardy  fons  of 
Neptune,  "  why  I  fliould  immediately  hoift  the  forelail 
and  feud  away  for  Squam."  J 

At  a  time  when  the  famous  Low  and  other  pirates  in- 
fefted  the  American  coaft,  they  proved  very  troublefome 
to  the  fifhermen  at  the  Shoals,  though  they  could  obtain 
but  little  booty  from  them.  One  of  thefe  fifhermen, 
(Charles  Randall)  with  others,  were  taken  by  them,  and 
having  no  property,  thefe  barbarous  pirates  whipped  them 
with  much  fe verity  ;  after  which  they  laid  to  them,  "  You 
know  old  Dr.  Cotton  Mather,  do  you  ?" — "  Yes,"  they 

replied, 

*  Mather's  Magnalia. 

\  It  muft  be  noted,  that  when  thefe  fifhermen  are  overtaken  in  the 
bay,  between  Cape  Ann  and  the  Shoals,  in  a  N.  E.  ftorm,  and  the  wind 
is  To  violent,  that  they  cannot  carry  fail  fo  as  to  beat  in  agahut  it, 
Squam  harbour,  on  the  north  fide  of  Cape  Ann,  is  their  dernier  refort. 

X  C.  Chauncey's  MS.  letter. 
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replied,  u  we  have  heard  of  him  as  a  very  good  man." 
66  Well,  then,"  faid  the  pirates,  "  our  orders  are  to  make 
each  of  you  jump  Up  three  times,  and  to  fay  each  time, 
"  Curfe  Parfon  Mather  J9  otherwife  you  are  all  to  be  hang- 
ed." To  fave  their  lives,  they  all  complied.  This  infor- 
mation the  writer  of  the  letter  had  from  Randall  himfelf.f 

A  worthy  deacon,  reading  the  following  line  in  the  old 
verfion  of  the  Pfalms, 

"  And  I  know  more  than  all  the  Ancients  do" — 
read,  by  miftake,  thus, 

"  And  I  know  more  than  all  the  Indians  do" — 
one  of  the  affembly,  who  had  more  wit  than  piety,  ac- 
quainted with  the  craftinefs  and  jhrewdnefs  of  Indians,  rofe 
and  addreffed  the  good  deacon,  in  a  loud  voice,  "  If  you 
do,  you  are  a  plaguy  cunning  man."  J 

At  an  early  period  after  the  fettlement  of  thefe  iflands, 
tradition  fays,  that  a  houfe,  belonging  to  a  Mr.  Tucker^  fit- 
uated  on  the  rocks  near  the  water,  on  Haley's  ifland,*  dur- 
ing a  violent  ftorm,  was  wafhed  from  its  foundation,  and 
carried  entire  to  Cape  Cod,  where  it  was  taken  up,  and  a 
box  of  linen,  papers,  &c.  taken  out  of  it,  by  which  it  was 
difcovered  whence  it  came.  The  family  had  juft  time  to 
efcape  before  the  houfe  went  off. 

History.]  Thefe  iflands,  as  has  been  already  mention- 
ed, were  difcovered  as  early  as  1614.  The  convenience 
of  their  fituation  for  carrying  on  the  fifheries,  which  was 
a  principal  object  of  the  firft  fettlers,  induced  them  to  fix 
on  thefe  iflands  as  a  place  of  their  firft  fettlement.  Among 
the  firft  inhabitants  were  the  refpectable  names  of  Pepper- 
ell  and  Gibbons  ;  the  former  an  anceftor  of  the  celebrated 
Sir  William  Pepperell.  The  firft  fettlers  of  thefe  ifl- 
ands were  a  religious  people,  and  felt  the  importance  of 
having  the  worfhip  of  God  regularly  maintained  among 
them.  And  it  is  remarkable,  that  till  the  year  1775  there 
was  a  conftant  fucceffion  of  preachers  of  the  word  on  thefe 
iflands,  though  none  of  them,  except  Mr.  Tucke,  was  or- 
dained to  the  paftoral  office  in  this  place. 

Sometime  before  the  year  1641,  the  inhabitants  of  thefe 
iflands  erected  a  meeting-houfe  on  Hog  ifland  ;  and  at  this 

period 

f  C.  Chauncey's  letter.  %  Ibid. 

*  The  fpot  where  it  flood  is  now  fiiewn. 
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period  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hull  was  their  minifter  ;f  he  was 
probably  the  fir  ft  who  preached  on  thefe  if  lands.  When 
he  began  his  miniftry  here,  what  was  his  character,  and  at 
what  time  he  died  or  removed,  is  unknown. 

About  the  year  1650,  the  Rev.  John  Brock  was  invited 
to  take  the  paftoral  charge  of  the  people  on  thefe  ifles. 
This  worthy  man  came  over  to  America  when  a  youth, 
about  the  year  1637  ;  fix  years  after  he  entered  Harvard 
College  ;  and  in  1648  commenced  a  preacher  of  the  gofpel, 
firft  at  Rowley ',  then  he  preached  at  thefe  iflands,  till  the 
year  1662,  when  he  removed  to  Reading,  where  he  con- 
tinued to  minifter  in  holy  things  till  June,  1688,  when  he 
died,  in  the  68th  year  of  his  age.  He  was  a  pious  youth, 
a  good  man,  a  laborious  minifter,  preaching  not  only  on 
the  fabbath,  but  frequent  lectures  to  the  members  of  the 
church,  and  to  young  people.  Thefe  extraordinary  reli- 
gious exercifes,  he  confidered  as  means  of  rendering  his 
public  labours  effectual  to  the  people  of  his  charge.  He 
was  faithful  and  diligent  in  his  paftoral  vifits  ;  and  from 
his  happy  talent  in  converfation,  he  made  them  inftructive 
and  ufefuh  So  remarkable  was  he  for  his  piety  and  holi- 
nefs,  that  it  was  faid  of  him,  by  an  eminent  and  venerable 
divine,];  that  "  he  dwelt  as  near  heaven  as  any  man  upon 
earth."  Like  the  martyr  Stephen,  he  was  "  a  man  full  of 
faith  and  of  the  Holy  Ghoft."  Several  remarkable  ftories, 
fome  of  which  are  "  credibly  attefted,"  illuftrative  of  his 
great  piety,  and  of  the  efficacy  of  his  prayers,  are  recorded 
by  Dr.  Cotton  Mather,  in  his  Magnalia.  Some  of  thefe  are 
related  under  another  head. 

After  the  removal  of  Mr.  Brock,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Belcher, 
a  "  worthy  and  excellent  man,"*  preached  for  fome  time 
to  the  people  on  thefe  iflands. 

It  was  about  this  time  that  the  inhabitants  on  Hog  ifl- 
and,  either  through  fear  of  the  Indians,  who  frequented 
Duck  ifland,  and  thence  made  their  plundering  excurfions 
upon  them,  and  carrying  into  captivity  their  women,  while 
they  were  abroad,  a  fifhing,  or  from  fome  other  caufe,  de- 
ferted  that  iiiand,  and  removed  to  Star  Ifland,  as  a  place 

of 

f  Neil's  Hiftory  of  New-England,  vol.  I.  page  196. 
J   Rev.  MrTj.  Mitchell,  of  Cambridge. 
*  Mr.  Fitch's  fermon,  before  mentioned. 
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of  greater  fafety*  Here  they  erected  a  new  meeting-houfe? 
28  by  48  feet,  with  a  bell  ;  and  fome  years  afterwards  (in 
1 706)  invited  Mr.  Moody,  a  native  of  Salifbury,  MafTachu- 
fetts,  to  be  their  minifter.  He  was  a  man  of  piety,  and  a 
pathetic  and  ufeful  preacher,  and  remained  here  till  1733, 
when  he  left  the  Shoals,  and  fettled  as  a  fchool-mafter  at 
Hampton,  and  afterwards  at  Newburyport,  where  he  died 
of  an  apoplexy,  April  17,  1768,  aged  82  years.  To  him 
fucceeded  the  Rev.  John  Tucke,  who  commenced  his 
minifterial  labours  at  the  Shoals  about  the  year  1730.  In 
December  of  the  following  year,  they  gave  him  a  unani- 
mous call  to  fettle  among  them  in  the  work  of  the  miniC- 
try,  and  offered  him  a  very  generous  fupport.* 

Mr. 

*  The  following  extracts  from  the  town  records  of  Star  ifland,  alias 
Go/port,  are  inferted  as  highly  honorary  to  the  character  of  thofe  con- 
cerned in  the  tranfadtions  recorded. 

173 1.  The  freeholders,  being  legally  warned,  met  on  the  13th  of 
December,  1731,  and  unanimously  chofe  Rev.  John  Tooke  f  to  be  their 
minifter. 

They  voted  to  give  him  a  falary  of  £.1 10,  money  or  bills  of  credit, 
fo  long  as  it  mail  pleafe  God  to  continue  him  among  us  in  the  work  of 
the  miniftry,  nem.  con.  Voted  to  pay  Mr.  Tooke  two  thirds  of  his 
falary  by  the  laft  of  May,  annually  ;  and  one  third  by  the  laft  of 
September. 

Voted,  to  give  Mr.  Tooke  £.50  in  money,  by  the  laft  of  May  next* 
towards  building  him  a  houfe,  if  he  choofe  to  build  a  houfe  himfelf  5 
but  in  cafe  he  fhould  hereafter  remove,  Mr.  Tooke  to  give  to  the  in- 
habitants the  refufal  of  purchafmg  the  houfe,  and  to  abate  £.50  in  the 
price. 

[N.  B.  This  houfe  was  taken  down  by  Mr.  Tooke's  fon-in-law,  and 
carried  to  O.  York,  about  the  year  1780.] 

Voted  to  give  Mr.  T.  a  convenient  place  to  fet  his  houfe  upon,  and  a 
garden  fpot,  where  he  may  choofe. 

[N.  B.  This  was  on  the  top  of  the  hill,  near  the  meeting-houfe,  and 
is  ftill  referved  as  a  parfonage  lot.] 

Voted,  to  proceed  to  the  ordination  of  Mr.  Tooke,  at  a  convenient 
time  in  the  fpring,  in  cafe  of  his  acceptance  of  our  call. 

1732.  April  2%tb.     The  freeholders  of  the  town  of  Gofport,  alias 

!  Star  ifland,  at  a  legal  meeting,  renewed  their  call  to  Mr.  Tooke,  and 
confirmed  their  former  offer  of  fupport,  with  the  addition,  o3»  That  as 
the  value  of  money  fhall  fall,  we  will  make  the  aforefaid  one  hundred 
and  ten  pounds  as  good  as  it  now  is,  and  will  be  ready  to  enlarge  his 
falary  as  his  circumftances  mail  require,  and  our  own  abilities  allow. 
[An  honourable  evidence  of  their  difpofition  to  do  juftice.] 

Voted, 
f  The  true  fpelling  of  this  name  is  Tucks. 
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Mr.  Tucke  was  ordained  to  the  work  of  the  miniftry, 
with  the  unanimous  confent  of  the  people,  being  the  firft 
and  only  minifler  of  the  gofpel  who  was  ordained  to  the 

paftoral 

Voted,  that  Mr.  T's  falary  fhould  begin  the  ift  day  of  October  laft. 

Voted,  that  we  will  give  the  Rev.  John  Tooke  a  conftant  contribution 
during  his  miniftry  among  us  ;  the  money  that  (hall  be  marked  fhall  go 
towards  his  falary  ;  and  the  money  that  ihall  not  be  marked,  fhall 
be  given. 

Voted,  that  we  will  give  Mr.  Tooke  the  privilege  of  keeping  one 
cow  on  the  abovefaid  ifland. 

The  26th  of  the  next  July  was  fixed  for  the  ordination,  provided  the 
weather  mould  permit  the  people  on  fhore  to  come  over  j  if  not,  the 
firft  fuitable  time  after. 

Voted,  that  the  13  th  day  of  July  next,  be  obferved  as  a  day  of  fad- 
ing and  prayer,  to  beg  God's  bleffing  on  the  affair  of  fettling  a  minifter 
among  us. 

A  committee  was  appointed  to  make  provifion  for  carrying  into  ef- 
fect the  foregoing  votes. 

[N.  B.  Mr.  Thomas  Lambert  wcis  appointed  to  record  thefe  votes, 
They  are  in  a  very  neat  hand-writing,  well  fpelt,  and  correct  in  compo- 
sition.    The  whole  proceedings  remarkably  regular.] 

Letter  to  the  Reverend  John  Tooke* 
The  freeholders  and  inhabitants  of  Star  ifland,  alias  Gofport,  afTem- 
bled  at  the  meeting-houfe,  on  faid  ifland,  this  28th  day  of  April,  wifh- 
ing  health. 
Sir, 
We  at  this  meeting  have  voted  and  agreed  to  fundry  things,  which; 
by  the  enclofed,  you  will  be  acquainted  with.     Mr.  Andrew  Chace,  fen. 
and  Mr.  Samuel  Emmery,  are  a  committee  to  bring  your  anfwer  tc 
this  meeting,  that  we  may  proceed  farther,  as  to  what  is  neceflary  anc 
remaining.     We  beg  you  will  fend  your  anfwer  as  foon  as  poffible,  be 
ing  all  waiting.     We  remain  your  moil  humble  fervants, 

Jolm  Michamere,  Tf 
IVm.  Michamere,  >  Selectmen. 
Ainbrofe  Downs,  J 
Anfwer. 
To  the  freeholders  and  inhabitants  of  Star  ifland,  alias  Gofport,  thii 
28th  day  of  April,  affembled  at  the  meeting-houfe  on  faid  ifland. 

Brethren, 
It  is  fome  time  fince  you  called  me  to  the  work  of  the  miniftr 
among  you  ;  to  which  call,  by  reafon  of  many  difcouragements,  anc 
withal  the  very  heavy  ftroke  of  Divine  Providence,  which  has  befaller 
me  among  you,  has  deferred  my  anfwer  till  this  time  ;  and  now,  by 
the  committee  fent  to  me  by  you,  I  underftand  that  you  have  both  re 
newed  that  call,  and  confirmed  former  offers  ;  and  alfo  hoping  that 
there  is  a  profpect  of  doing  good  among  vou,  I,  relying  on  the  ftrengtl: 

o; 
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paftoral  office  in  ,this  place.*  Among  the  minifters,  who 
affiled  at  his  ordination,  was  the  Rev.  Samuel  Moody,  of 
York,  who,  in  the.  courfe  of  the  ordination  fervice,  nfed 
the  following  pertinent  expreffions  :  "  Good  Lord,  thou 
haft  founded  a  church  here  upon  a  rock  ;  may  the  gates 
of  hell  never  prevail  againft  it. J 

,  Thefe  iflands,  in  former  times,  were  in  a  very  refpecV 
able  and  flourifhing  ftate.  The  inhabitants  were  induftri- 
bus,  prudent,  temperate,  and  regular  and  decent  in  their 
attendance  on  the  inftitutions  of  religion.  They  had  ma- 
giftrates  and  other  officers  annually  chofen  by  the  people, 
to  execute  their  wholefome  laws  and  regulations,  and  to 
maintain  order  and  peace  in  the  fociety.f  The  inhabit- 
ants were  refpectful,  kind,  and  generous  to  their  minifter ; 
and  confidering  the  nature  of  their  employment,  and  their 
confequent  habits,  they  dwelt  together  in  a  good  degree  of 
harmony.  Such  appears  to  have  been  the  profperous  and 
happy  ftate  of  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  iflands,  particularly 
during  the  miniitry  of  Mr.  Tucke.  This  good  man  died, 
deeply  and  univerfally  lamented,  on  the  1 2th  of  Auguft, 
1773  ?  having  buried  his  wife  two  months  before.      They 


t>£  divine  grace,  accept  of  your  call  to  me.  But,  brethren,  I  muft  lay 
to  you  as  in  1  Cor.  9,  14.  So  hath  the  Lord  ordained  that  they  which 
preach  the  go/pel,  Jlyould  live  of  the  gofpcL  The  fame  1  expect  amongfl 
you  I  defire  your  prayers  for  me.  In  praying  for  me,  you  will  pray 
for  yourfelves.  ThcApoftle  fays,  ift  of  ThefTalonians,  5.  25.  Breth- 
ren) pray  for  ur.  And  I  hope  that  my  poor  prayers  will  be  to  God  for 
you.  I  hope  tofay  with  the  Apoftle,  Col.  1.  9  I  do  not  ceafe  to  pray 
for  you,  and  to  defire  that  §e  might  be  filled  'with  the  knowledge  of  his  will 
in  all  nvifdorn  and  fpiritual  underjianding. 

I  am  yours  to  ferve  in  the  gofpel, 
Gojport,  April  28,  1732.    -  John  Tooke. 


1  Voted,  that  every  fail  of  the  year,  when  Rev.  Mr.  John  Tooke  has 
his  wood  to  carry  home,  every  man  who  will  not  come,  that  is  able  to 
come,  fhall  pay  forty  (hillings  old  tenor. 

*  Mr.  Fitch's   Sermon,  preached  from  Matth.  iv.  19.  at  his1  ordina- 
tion. 

%  Judge  Sewall's  letter  to  the  author. 

f  Their  records  inform,  that  the  following  officers  weie  annually 
chofen  :    A  moderator,  three  feleclmen,  a  conftable,  town-clerk,  two? 
tything-men,  two  cullers  of  fifh,  and  two  corders  of  wood; 
K  K  %VoL  vii.]} 


? 
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"  were  lovely  and  pleafant  in  their  lives,  and  in  their  death 
they  were  not  divided." 

Mr.  Tucke  was  a  man  of  an  affable  and  amiable  difpofi 
tion,  of  eafy  and  polite  manners,  of  humble  and  unaffectec 
piety,  of  diligence  and  fidelity  in  the  fervice  of  the  mini! 
try.  He  was  "given  to  hofpitality,  and  apt  to  teach.' 
In  hiftory  and  geography  he  was  eminently  learned,  be 
yond  moft  of  his  cotemporaries.  He  acted  in  the  doubl< 
capacity  of  phyfician  of  body  and  of  foul.  In  imitation  o. 
his  Divine  Mailer,  he  went  about  doing  good  among  al 
dalles  of  the  people  of  his  charge,  and  his  labours  were  no: 
in  vain  in  the  Lord.  Under  his  nurturing,  paftoral  care 
his  people  increafed  in  numbers  and  in  wealth,  in  know! 
edge,  piety  and  refpectability.  Few  parimes  in  New-En g| 
land,  at  this  period,  gaye  a  more  generous  fupport  to  then 
minifter,  and  few  congregations  were  more  conftant  anc 
exemplary  in  their  attendance  on  public  worfhip.  Such  ij 
the  account  of  the  character  of  this  venerable  man,  and  oJ 
the  fruits  of  iris  labours,  which  I  have  received  from  man) 
aged  and  resectable  people,  who  were  perfonally  acquaint- 
ed  with  him. 

Shortly  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Tucke,  the  Rev.  JeremL 
ah  Shaw  was  invited  to  preach  on  thefe  illands,  and  hen 
he  remained,  for  the  greater  part  of  the  time,  till  the  dif- 
perfion  of  the  inhabitants  in  1775.  The  troubles  occa- 
iioned  by  the  war,  with  fome  other  caufes,  prevented  his 
iettling  here,  agreeably  to  the  wifhes  of  the  people. 

Since  this  period,  fo  fmall  have  been  the  numbers,  and 
fo  impoverished  the  circum  fiances  of  thefe  iflanders,  that 
they  have  not  had  the  ability,  and,  by  degrees,  have  loft 
the  difpofition,  to  fupport  the  ordinances  of  religion.    The 
laws  and  regulations,  by  which  their  fathers  were  govern 
ed,  and  which  were  means  of  preferving  order  and  har 
mony  in  their  little  commonwealth,  were  laid  afide.     The 
people  neglected  the  annual  choice  of  town  officers.     They 
had  no  regular  fchools  for  the  education  of  their  children 
The  fabbath  was  neglected  and  profaned.     In  confequence 
of  thefe  deviations  from  the  "  old  paths  and  good  ways" 
of  their  lathers,  the   people   rapidly   degenerated.      The 
vices  of  curling  and  fwearing,  drunkennefs,  quarrelling, 
and  difobedience  to  parents,  became,  in  an  awful  degree, 

prevalent 
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jj  )revalent.     The  people  have  grown  up  in  a  great  degree 

"f Ignorant  of  the  great  doctrines  and  duties  of  religion,  and 

)f  the  firft  rudiments  of  fcience  and  letters';  and,  in  the 

lear  neighbourhood  of  Chriilians,  were  degenerating  faft 

o  a  ftate  of  heathenifm. 

The  deplorable  ftate  of  thefe  people,  in  a  moral  and  re* 

igious  view,  was  made  known  to  the  "  Society  for  props* 

piti-ng  the  Gofpel,"  in  Bofton  ;  and  immediately,  at  their 

xpenfe,  a  mifiionary  was  engaged,  who  fpent  three  months 

.rnong  them,  at  the  clofe  of  the  year  1799.     In  the  fum- 

ner  of  1800,  the  Society  fent  one  of  their  own  members, 

o  inquire  into  the  circumftances  of  thefe  people,  with  a 

dew  to  afford  them  the  necefiary  relief  and  inilrudion. 

n  confequence  of  his  report,  and  the  advice  of  Dudley  A* 

Vyngi  Efq.  of  Newburyport,  who  has   been   the  prime 

nover  and  agent,  in  all  the  proceedings  for  the  benefit  of 

hefe  poor  people,  a  fubfcription  was  opened  for  the  pur- 

>ofe  of  raifing  money  to  erect  a  place  of  worfhip  on  thefe 

flands.     Gentlemen  of  humane  feelings  and  of  liberality, 

a  Salem,  Newburyport,  Portfmouth,  Exeter,  Ipfwich,  Bof- 

on,  and  Charleftown,  in  the  two  places  firft  named  efpeci- 

lly,  fubfcribed  generoufly  5  and  from  the  avails,  an  edifice 

>f  ftone,  with  a  cupola,  was  erected  in  September  and  Oc- 

ober,  1800,  on  the  higheft  fpot  on  Star  ifland,  which  an* 

wers  the  treble  purpofe  of  a  place  of  worfhip,  a  fchool* 

loufe,  and  a  land-mark  for  feamen.*     At  the  fame  time, 

hefe  fufFering  people  received  a  liberal  fupply  of  clothing* 

pedding,  wood,  &c.  from  a  number  of  charitable  people  in 

Newburyport,  Salem,  and  Charleftown.      The  fociety  for 

3ropagatirig  the  gofpel,  and  feveral  bookfellers  in  Bofton, 

rave  books  and  ftationary  fuited  to  their  eircumftante;?. 

jfufiicient,  with  proper  ufage,  to  laft  feveral  years.     A  mif- 

"onary,  (Mr.  Jofiah  Stevens)  under  commiffion  from  the 

Society 

*  This  houfe  is  36  feet  long,  and  24  wide,  on  the  outfide.  The 
tfalls  are  two  feet  thick,  and  eleven  in  height  in  the  clear  ;  the  whole 
Htilding  is  painted  white.  The  infide  is  fmifhed  in  a  plain  flile,  and 
.Tiniiftied  with  a  ftove,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  fchool  in  winter. , 
This  houfe  was  dedicated,  in  a  formal  and  folemn  manner,  on  the  14th 
if  Nov.  1800.  The  fermon  was  preached,  and  the  other  fervices  per- 
formed, on  this  occafion,  by  the  Rev.  J.  Morfe,  D.  D.  of  Charleftown. 
His  difconrfe  Was  founded  on  Pfalm  cxviii.  25.  '«  0  Lord,  I  iefeech  t$e$i 
"end  no*w  frefperityP 
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Society  for  propagating  the  gofpel,  went  to  thefe  iflands 
in  April,  1801,  preaches  on  the  fabbath,  and  has  a  fchool 
of  about  thirty  fcholars  during  the  week,  and  is  evidently 
in  a  fphere  of  great  ufefulnefs. 

From  the  difperlion  of  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  ifles  in 
1775,  till  November  14,  1800,  the  few,  who  remained, 
had  lived,  for  the  moft  part,  without  law  or  order,  defti- 
tute  of  the  means  of  religious  or  moral  inftru&ion,  and 
had,  of  courfe,  degenerated  into  a  pitiable  ftate  of  igno- 
rance, poverty,  anarchy,  and  wickednefs.  At  the  period 
iaft  mentioned,  when  their  new  meeting-houfe  was  dedica- 
ted, the  inhabitants  aflembled,  and,  by  the  written  com- 
pact, annexed,*  formed  themfelves  into  a  focial  ftate,  and, 
in  a  formal  manner,  pledged  themfelves  to  abide  by  cer- 
tain regulations,  and  elected  two  of  their  number,  as  af- 
feflors,  who,  with  the  miflionary,  for  the  time  being,  were 
inverted  with  power  to  carry  faid  compact  into  effect. 

In  confequence  of  all  thefe  things,  thefe  iflands  are  reno 
vating  in  their  appearance  ;  and  a  hope  is  entertained,  that 
they  will  foon  rife  to  their  former  ftate  of  regularity,  and 
refpectability.  Should  Maffachufetts  and  New-Hampfhire 
cede  their  right  in  thefe  iflands  to  the  United  States,  (a 
plan  which  fome  have  contemplated,)  and  the  federal  gov- 
ernment fhould  think  it  expedient  to  eftablifti  them  as  a 
free  port,  and  form  a  harbour',  and  erect  the  neceflary  forti- 
fications and  lights,  they  would  foon  become  a  place  of 
much  importance  to  the  United  States. 

Note. 

i  Articles  of  Agreement  entered  into  by  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
IJles  of  Shoals,  Nov-   *4,   1800. 

WHEREAS  the  iflands  now  commonly  called  the* 
IJles  of  Shoals,  but  heretofore  named  Smith's  Iflands,  in1 
honour  of  the  renowned  Capt.  John  Smith,  who  firft 
difcovered  them,  have  fallen  into  a  lamentable  ftate  of  de- 
cay, fmce  the  revolution  war  ;  and  the  inhabitants,  from 
their  extreme  poverty,  and  other  unhappy  circumftances, 
have  long  been  deftitute  of  the  means  of  religious  and 
moral  inftruction  ;  and  whereas  fome  pious  and  charitable 

perfons 
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perfons  have  genermifly  erected  a  commodious  and  durable 
building,  to  be  fblely  appropriated  to  the  public  inftruction 
of  the  inhabitants,  and  the  MaiTachufetts  Society  for  propa- 
gating the  Gofpel  have  appointed  a  million  ary  to  reiide  at 
the  faid  iilands,  as  a  religious  and  moral  teacher  to  the  in- 
habitants, and  an  instructor  of  the  youth  5  and  whereas 
there  is  ground  to  hope  for  further  charities  from  the  faid 
fociety,  and  other  humane  and  benevolent  perfons,  fhould 
the  good  effects  of  their  prefent  bounty  be  vifiblc  in  the 
improvement  of  the  morals,  manners,  and  converfation  of 
the  inhabitants  ;  and  whereas  from  the  local  lituation  of 
the  faid  iilands,  it  is  very  difficult  to  refort  to  the  laws  for 
the  decifion  of  difputes  which  unavoidably  arife  : 

We  the  faid  inhabitants  do  hereby  folemnly  and  mutu- 
ally covenant  and  agree  with  each  other  in  the  following 
articles,  all  which  we  promife  tp  obfefve  and  keep,  viz. 

Firjl.  We  engage  to  treat  with  kindnefs  and  refpect  all 
fuch  worthy  and  godly  perfons  as  fhall  come  to  inflruct 
and  reform  us  %  to  render  them  as  comfortable  as  we  can^ 
and  to  attend  with  fobriety  and  diligence  on  all  their  in- 
ftruclions,  whether  the  fame  be  public  in  the  meeting- 
houfe,  or  private  and  perfonal  in  our  own  houfes. 

Second.  We  engage  that  our  children  fhall  alfo  attend, 
the  fchool  at  the  ftated  hours,  and  that  we  will,  by  fetting 
them  fober  and  good  examples,  and  by  needful  corrections^ 
labour  to  make  them  better,  as  well  as  more  decent  and 
mannerly  in  their  behaviour. 

Third.  We  promife  our  beft  endeavours  to  abftain  from 
all  brawling,  quarrelling,  profane  fwearing  and  curfmg, 
drunkennefs,  idlenefs,  difhonefiy,  and  all  other  conduct 
which  is  offeniive  to  God,  and  all  good  beings. 

Fourth.  Should  any  difputes  arife  amongfl  any  of  us, 
we  promife  to  fubmit  the  fame  to  the  decifion  of  the  mif- 
iionary  for  the  time  being,  and  two  affeffors,  who  fhall  be 
annually  chofen  in  the  month  of  January  ;  and  we  prom- 
ife to  abide  by,  and  perform  their  award  touching  fuch 
difputes. 

Fifth.  The  houfe  lot  and  garden,  heretofore  occupied 
by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Tuckej  fhall  be  forever  appropriated  to 
the  ufe  of  the  public  teacher  for  the  time  being. 

Ecclesiastical 
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Ecclesiastical     History    of    Massachusetts    ani? 
the  old  Colony  of  Plymouth. 

Preface* 

DR.  Mather  wrote  an  ecclefiaftical  hiftory  of  this  coun- 
try, a  large  book,  now  very  rarely  feen.  The  facts 
are  communicated  in  fo  ftrange  a  ftyle,  and  mingled  with 
fo  many  oddities  of  opinion  and  fabulous  reprefentations, 
that  few  are  difpofed  to  look  into  it  for  the  fake  of  the  in* 
formation.  Many  things,  there  related,  the  candid  reader 
imputes  to  the  weakneis  of  the  age  ;  the  moft  candid  will 
fee,  too  often,  the  prejudices  and  falfe  zeal  of  the  author. 

Mr.  Neal  published  his  hiftory  of  New-England  in  1719* 
It  is  well  written,  and  deferves  more  credit  than  Hutchin- 
fbn  allows,  when  he  fays,  it  is  only  an  abridgement  of  the 
Magnolia  Americana.  It  is  an  impartial  and  entertaining 
account  of  their  civil  and  ecclefiaftical  affairs.  Some  things 
are  contained  in  it,  which  were  not  known  either  to  Dr. 
Cotton  Mather,  or  any  other  writer  of  this  "  Americas 
ftrand." 

It  is  fuperior  in  ftyle  to  the  later  work  of  Gov.  Hutchin- 
fbn,  though  the  materials  for  hiftory  were  much  greater 
which  this  gentleman  poflefled  ;  and  we  ar^  indebted  to 
him  for  many  facts,  in  the  early  periods  of  the  fettlement, 
which,  but  for  his  care,  would  have  been  entirely  loft  ; 
alfo  for  a  fund  of  information,  concerning  the  country,  af- 
ter he  had  become  a  leader  in  the  public  tranfactions. 

The  compiler  of  the  prefent  work  confines  himfelf  to 
ecclefiaftical  hiftory,  having  confulted  many  old  MSS.  be- 
fide  all  the  printed  accounts  of  the  congregational  church- 
es ;  and  he  prefers  to  publifh  in  the  Hiftorical  Collections, 
where  many  ufeful,  interefting,  and  important  documents 
are  preferved,  which  will  be  of  infinite  fervice  to  future 
writers,  as  they  have  been  to  himfelf. 

After  giving  an  account  of  the  church  in  New-Plymouth, 
and  the  ancient  form  in  MafTachufetts,  he  will  confider  the 
changes  which  have  been  made,  the  prevailing  opinions, 
the  controverfies  among  thofe  of  the  congregational  mode 
of  worfhip,  as  well  as  thofe  which  have  been  carried  on 

with 
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with  churches  of  other  denominations ;  and  to  exhibit  to 
view  the  prdent  Jiate  of  religion. 

Hubbard's  MS.  has  afforded  him  fome  affiftance,  a  book 
excellent  of  the  kind,  and  which  ought  to  have  been  print- 
ed many  years  ago,  for  its  hiftorical  information,  and  the 
reputation  of  the  author.  He  was  the  beft  writer  in  New- 
England  while  he  lived  ;  learned,  judicious,  and  capable  of 
giving  a  proper  arrangement  to  his  facls.  With  exception 
to  a  few  quaint  expreffions,  common  to  all  the  puritan  di- 
vines in  England,  as  well  as  North-America,  this  book  is 
valuable  for  the  compofkion.  Why  was  it  never  publifh- 
ed  ?  He  left  it  complete,  and  a  fair  copy  was  tranfcribed 
for  the  prefs.  It  fell  into  the  hands  of  fome,  who  were 
difpofed  to  make  a  liberal  ufe  of  it  for  their  own  purpofes3 
and  then  kept  it  from  the  public  eye.  All  who  have  writ- 
ten any  account  of  Maffachufetts,  are  more  indebted  to  it 
than  they  are  willing  to  own  ;  yet  there  is  not  even  a 
biographical  {ketch  of  the  man  to  be  found.  We  know, 
however,  that  he  left  behind  him  a  good  name,  which  is 
better,  in  the  opinion  of  the  wife,  than  any  -perfume  or  niche 
in  the  temple  of  fame. 


Section  L 


Account  of  the  firft  church  in  Plymouth,     The  piety  and  fuf 
ferings  of  the  planters*     The  good  order  of  the  church 9  and 
difficulties  attending  the  fettlement  of  a  paftor* 

A  SPIRIT  of  enterprife  has  often  made  the  difcovery 
of  new  countries,  and  to  this,  combined  with  a  love 
of  fcience  in  the  breaft  of  Columbus,  we  are  indebted  for 
the  knowledge  of  our  part  of  the  globe.  But  it  was  the 
love  of  religion,  which  prompted  the  fettlers  of  New- 
England  to  prefer  the  wildernefs  of  diftant  climes  to  the 
eafe  and  affluence  they  could  enjoy  at  home. 

It  was  not  their  object,  to  open  new  and  rich  fources  of 
commerce,  like  the  merchants  and  princes  of  Portugal  % 
nor  to  plan  fchemes  of  fpeculation,  which  fo  often  proved 
vain  and  chimerical  to  individuals  of  other  European  na- 
tions, when  they  were  Simulated  by  the  deiire  of  gain  *9 
but  they  were  the  faireft  patterns  of  religious  zeal,  of  firm- 

ne£s? 
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nefs,  patience,  and  heroic  virtue  :  they  were  men  whofe 
fouls  were  tried  by  the  moft  adverfe  circumftances,  and  yet 
not  fubdued  by  the  blows  of  their  adverfity.  Their  hopes 
gilded  the  fcenes  around  them  ;  and  while  they  looked  at 
the  land  of  promife,  they  were  more  diftinguilhed  by  active 
and  focial  virtues,  than  vain  contemplations. 

According  to  the  Abbe  Raynal,  C£  Superflition  firft  fettled 
New-England."  He  calls  every  thing  fuperflition,  which  is 
of  a  religious  nature.  What  the  belt  writers  defcribe  the 
fe'ritiment  of  the  heart?  he  calls  the  efFufion  of  a  weak  mind. 
That  which  has  been  confidered  in  all  ages,  and  by  men  of 
the  molt  enlarged  underftanding,  as  the  offspring  of  heav- 
en, is  confounded  by  him  with  the  creatures  of  a  vain 
imagination.  He  might  have  faid,  it  was  the  "  concuilion 
of  religious  opinions,"  which  is  a  favourite  expreflion  of 
his,  upon  fome  occaiions,  and  come  near  the  truth,  as  well 
as  faved  his  reflections  upon  chriftianity. 

Another  writer  s;oes  further  than  the  Abbe  R.  and 

o 

calumniates  the  character  of  our  anceftors  in  every  refpect  ; 
for  he  fays,  "  the  inhabitants  of  America  are  of  a  bad 
ftock,  from  the  dupes  of  puritanick  catit,  from  four,  taftelefs 
afceticks,  whofe  tempers  defired  anarchy  while  at  home, 
and  practifed  intolerance  abroad."* 

This  man  feems  to  have  an  idea,  that  the  religious  fpirit 
is  an  innate  traditional  evil,  which  he  would  find  a  mi-take 
if  he  had  tarried  long  enough  in  the  country  to  obferve 
our  manners,  inftead  of  running  through  the  States  for  the 
fake  of  telling  the  world  how  far  he  had  travelled.  It  is 
well  known,  that  too  many  of  the  prefent  generation  are 
wholly  unmindful  of  the  principles  and  practices  of  their 
fathers  ;  and  too  many  join  in  the  farcafms  of  the  French 
philofophy,  or  fome  other  ftyle,  as  anti-puritanick  as  this 
writer  would  wifh,  when  they  are  told  what  grave  and 
good  men  their  fathers  were  : — Pious  men,  who  made  this 
declaration,  u  that  it  was  for  the  glory  of  God,  and  the 
propagation  of  the  golpel,  that  they  tranfplanted  them- 
felves  from  his  Majefty's  dominions  to  thefe  almojl  unknown 
regions  of  the  weft." T„e 

*  The  author  above  mentioned  freely  grants,  that  theie  men  wer^ 
the  belt  progenitors  of  the  prefent  race  of  Americans  ;  for  he  fays, 
"  the  tranfported  felons,  who  contributed  to  fettle  Virginia,  have  left 
behind  them  a  race  of  drunken,  gambling,  lewd,  rapacious  fpendthrifts  : 
keen,  quick,  courageous,  hofpitable  race."  Don  Vcn  Bulo<w. 
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The  form  of  church  government  our  fathers  preferred 
y/as  completely  congregational  ;  this  has  diftinguifhed 
the  churches  in  MafTachufetts  and  the  old  Colony  from 
the  other  churches  which  have  been  formed,  and  approach- 
ed more  or  lefs  to  the  Prefbyterian  eftablifhment.  They 
did  not  choofe  to  be  called  Independents.  This  name  the 
churches  of  MafTachufetts  difclaimed,  as  we  fee  frequently 
in  their  charges  to  candidates  for  the  miniftry,  though  it 
might  have  been  given  them  with  fome  propriety,  as  moft 
of  Mr.  Robinfon's  church  had  been  Puritans  of  the  moft 
rigid  feparation,  in  a  former  reign.  When  they  came  to 
America,  however,  they  pofTefted  fentiments  of  modera- 
tion, which  would  do  honour  to  any  denomination  of 
Chriftians.         Vid.  his  addrefs  in  Prince's  Annals*  -: 

We  muft  afcend  to  the  firft  reformers,  to  get  an  idea  of 
the  principles  and  motives  of  feparation  from  the  other 
proteftant  churches,  and  which  diftinguifhed  thofe  who 
have  been  ftyled,  in  later  times,  the  members  of  the  congre- 
gational eftablimment.  The  reformation  was  gradually 
introduced  into  England.  King  Henry  the  Vlllth,  though 
he  caft  off  the  Pope's  fupremacy,  and  happily  introduced 
the  fcriptures  for  the  ufe  of  the  people,  retained  in  hi&  heart 
a  fondnefs  for  the  fuperftitions  of  the  church  of  Rome, 
and  was  too  haughty  a  defpot  to  have  his  will  difputed. 
In  the  reign  of  Edward  the  VTth,  whofe  character  the 
friends  of  virtue  are  fo  fond  of  delineating,  and  whofe  pre- 
mature death  caufed  fo  many  tears  of  humanity  to  be  fhed, 
the  work  of  reformation  fucceeded.  Thofe  who  conduct- 
ed it  were  liberal  and  devout  men,  and  wifhed  to  make  the" 
facred  fcriptures  the  guide  of  their  faith  €knd  practice,  and 
to  diffufe  them  among  all  the  claffes  of  the  community. 
But  the  light  of  truth  was  foon  obfcured,  and  the  day, 
which  was  ufhered  in  with  fuch  a  bright  and  beautiful  morn- 
ing, hung  heavily  in  clouds  :  For  Mary,  a  weak  and  ma- 
licious bigot,  became  a  Queen.  During  her  reign,  all,  who 
were  attached  to  civil  or  religious  freedom,  infer  ed  ;  and 
it  was  a  crime  to  love  one's  country.  In  an  ifland,  where 
fo  many  have  thought  it  decorous  to  die  for  it,  this  was 
made  a  terrible  crime  ;  the  torch  of  perfecution  flamed 
againft  all  who  diffented  from  the  minuted'  ceremonies  of 
the  Romifh  church  ;  and  no  wonder  that  the  reformers 
L  l         \Vol  vii.]  were 
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were  inveloped  in  the  thickeft  dangers.  Some  poured  out 
their  blood  on  the  fcaffold,  many  hung  their  harps  upon 
the  willows  in  a  foreign  land. 

When  Oueen  Elizabeth  fucceeded  to  the  kingdom,  upon 
the  death  of  her  lifter,  the  reformation  was  taken  up  where 
Edward  had  left  it.  It  was  the  defign  of  feveral  eminent 
perfons  to  carry  on  the  work  to  a  degree  of  purity  which 
the  national  church  were  not  willing  to  allow  :  they  were 
defirous  to  proceed  till  the  worfhip  and  difcipline  fhould  be 
divefted  of  thofe  rites  and  ceremonies,  which  they  looked 
upon  as  the  inventions  of  men  ;  and  therefore  a  difgrace, 
rather  than  an  ornament,  to  the  church  of  Chrift.  If  they 
could  not  obtain,  what  they  moft  earneftly  defired,  to  have 
thefe  uninftituted  riles,  entirely  excluded^  and  their  worfhip  redu- 
ced to  its  primitive  fimplicity  ;  yet  they  pleaded  to  have  things 
left  indifferent  9  which  were  fo  in  their  nature. 

But  a  moft  powerful  party  fprung  up  to  oppofe  them. 
It  was  the  intereft  of  fuch  as  difliked  the  reformation,  to 
prevent  a  further  feceiEon  from  the  church  of  Rome  than 
was  contemplated  by  fome,  and  they  joined  their  power 
and  influence  to  fet  afide  the  views  of  the  Puritans.  The 
Queen  was  fond  of  fhow  and  pomp  in  religion,  and  foon 
declared  herfelf  on  the  fide  of  thofe  who  were  ready  to  ef- 
tabliih  a  national  church,  with  many  gorgeous  appendages  : 
and  being  importuned  by  the  high  church  party  ;  being 
alfo  imperious  in  her  own  temper,  obflinate  in  her  preju- 
dices, and  impatient  of  contradiction  ;  flie  fet  herfelf  not 
only  to  reftrain,  but  to  punifh  thofe  who  refilled  her  will. 
The  eftablifhment  would  have  been  eafily  borne,  had  thofe 
who  differed  been  Allowed  to  worfhip  God  in  their  own 
way,  or  according  to  the  dictates  of  their  confeiences.  But 
fuch  an  intolerant  fpirit  prevailed,  that  if  any  fcrupled  en- 
tire conformity,  or  ufed  a  form  except  that  contained  in 
the  book  of  common  prayer,  they  were  filenced  and  fined, 
deprived,  cenfured  and  imprifoned. 

Some  time  elapfed  in  fruitlefs  expectation  of  better  days  ; 
then,  as  their  own  condition  grew  intolerable,  they  were 
induced  to  fcparate  not  only  from  the  church  of  England, 
but  from  a  government  that  was  fo  arbitrary.  They 
formed  a  church  on  independent  principles,  and  fet  them- 
felves  down  in  Holland  j  where,  for  fome  years,  they  en- 
joyed 
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joyed  the  pleafures  of  religions  freedom,  and  contemplated 
the  great  events  which  were  conceiving  in  the  womb  of 
Providence. 

The  firil  congregational  church,  ilnce  the  days  of  primi- 
tive chriftianity,  was  gathered  at  Geneva,  and  the  Rev. 
William  Whittingham  was  chofen  paftor  ;  a  famous  Puri- 
tan, who  fled  from  England  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Mary, 
leaving  an  efcate  of  {.noo  fterling  a  year,  which  wras  a 
great  efcate  in  thofe  times,  and  fhews  how  confcientious 
principles  will  fubdue  the  pailion  of  avarice  in  good  minds* 

It  is  very  wrong  to  clafs  the  Congregational  churches  with 
the  Brownifts.  Though  individuals  had  been  ■connected 
with  Brown,  and,  fuppofing  him  honeft  and  zealous  in  the 
caufe  of  truth,  had  not  been  fenfible  enough  of  the  confe* 
quences  where  there  is  fuch  a  latitude  of  opinion  and  im- 
prudence of  conduct,  yet  the  churches  in  general  difclaim- 
ed  that  church  anarchy  which  it  was  his  delign  to  intro- 
duce, nor  were  they  guilty  of  the  like  extravagances. 

Oldmixon  ftyles  the  members  of  Mr.  Robinfon's  churches, 
in  general,  Brownifts  ;  and  fays  that  they  were  driven  to  the 
extreme  they  went,  by  the  perfecution  of  the  high  church 
party.  And,  as  though  this  was  againft  their  reputation, 
Mr.  Prince  takes  pains  to  exculpate  them.  But  whatever 
Mr.  Robinfon  might  have  written  in  favour  of  ecclefiaftical 
democracy,  it  is  evident  his  character  is  very  good  ;  and 
why  fliould  this  bring  any  difcredit  upon  the  New-England 
churches,  who  concluded  all  their  ecclefiaftical  buiinefs  with 
decency  and  order  ? 

When  James  afcended  the  throne,  the  Puritans  flattered 
themfelves  they  ihould  have  indulgence  at  leaft,  if  they 
were  not  openly  patronifed  and  fupported  ;  as  he  had  been 
educated  a  Prefbyterian,  and  frequently  had  fpoken  againft 
the  Epifcopal  church.  But  they  foon  found  their  mif- 
take.  Arbitrary  in  his  difpofition,  and  pufhed  on  by  an 
intolerant  bigot  ted  clergy,  he  was  inimical  equally  to  civi! 
and  religious  liberty.  He  carried  his  meafures  with  a  high- 
er hand  than  his  predeceffor  had  done  in  the  plenitude  of 
her  power  and  felf-complacency  -,  whofe  wifdom  was  much 
greater,  and  who  was  much  better  acquainted  with  the 
people  of  England.  Her  noblenefs  of  difpofition,  alfo, 
made  her  afliamed  of  many  things  which  were  quite  con- 
genial 
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genial  to  his  weak  mind.  Thofe  who  had  emigrated  to 
Holland,  feeing  no  profpect  of  returning  to  their  own 
country,  then  turned  their  thoughts  to  America.  "  The 
reafons  of  their  removal  were  debated  in  public  and  pri- 
vate ;  and  a  very  confiderable  part  of  the  church  were  per- 
fuaded  that  it  was  a  call  from  heaven ;  and  had  not  this 
fentiment  prevailed, it  would  have  been  very  difficult  to  fix 
their  refolutions  and  act  with  unanimity."*  Thefe  are  the 
words  of  a  worthy  writer  ;  and,  if  we  may  be  allowed  to 
mingle  our  obfervations  with  his,  may  we  not  fay,  that  exr 
cept  a  fenfe  of  religion  has  its  influence  upon  mankind,  we 
fhould  want,  upon  occafions  lefs  important,  fomething  to 
reft  our  wearied  expectations  upon,  to  animate  our  hopes, 
and  to  prevent  uncertain  profpects  from  fettling  into  def- 
pondency  and  gloom  ? 

Mr.  Neal  mentions,  as  a  reafon  why  Mr.  Robinfon  advi- 
fed  that  they  ihould  feek  out  a  new  fettlement,  the  fear  left 
the  church  Ihould  be  dhTolved,  feveral  members  dying,  and 
others  mingling  with  the  Dutch.  Hence  they  refolved  to 
tranfport  themfelves  to  America. 

All  who  write  the  hiftory  of  thefe  times  allow,  that  our 
fathers  fupported  a  moft  excellent  character  in  Holland. 
It  is  much  to^their  credit,  that  they  lived  among  them- 
felves, and  in  peace  with  their  neighbours  ;  and  that  this 
teftimony  is  given  of  them,  "  that  for  the  ten  years  they 
lived  there,  they  could  bring  no  fuit  or  accufation  againir 
them." 

In  the  95th  number  of  the  New-England  Courant,  a  pa- 
per printed  by  the  Franklins,  is  the  following  letter.  "  In 
the  year  161  o,  a  number  of  chriftians  from  the  north  of 
England,  having  Mr.  John  Robinfon  for  their  paftor,  re- 
moved to  Leyden  in  Holland,  that  they  might  peaceably 
worlhip  God  according  to  the  inftitutions  of  the  gofpel, 
which  they  could  not  do  in  their  own  land.  Thirteen  of 
this  congregation,  not  liking  the  bafenefs  of  the  Dutch,  nor 
to  lofe  their  intereft  in  the  Englifli  nation,  did  think  and 
agree  about  removing  acrofs  the  Atlantick.  Part  of  them 
were  to  do  it  before  the  reft,  to  fee  what  encouragement 
they  could  find.  Accordingly,  part  of  them,  among  whom 
was  Pvlr.  Brewfter,  the  afliftant  of  Mr.  Robinfon,  removed 
from  Holland  the  latter  end  of  June,  1620,  and  arrived  at 
*  Hubbard.  Cape-Cod 
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Cape-Cod  in  November,  the  fame  year.  At  this  place  they 
drew  up  an  engagement,  acknowledging  themfelves  the 
fubjects  of  king  James,  and  combining  themfelves  into  a 
body  politick,  and  became  the  firft  colony  of  New-Eng- 
land. From  Cape  Cod  they  went  one  way  and  another, 
to  find  a  convenient  place  of  abode,  and  at  length  fettled 
together  at  Plymouth  ;  and  were  the  firft  church  in  New- 
England  ;  the  only  one  till  1629." 

The  character  of  Mr.  Robinfon  was  very  refpectable  in 
the  line  of  his  profeffion.  He  had  great  wifdom  and 
worth,  as  we  learn  from  the  account,  not  only  of  the  mem- 
bers of  his  church,  but  his  other  contemporaries,  and  from 
his  writings.,  Thefe  difcover  a  talent  for  reafoning,  and 
clofe  attention  to  theology.  Mr.  Bradford*  fays  that  he 
was  prevailed  upon  by  the  Calvinifts,  to  difpute  publickly 
■with  Epifcopius,  who  led  in  the  controverfy  which  then 
engaged  the  attention  of  the  reformed  churches  ;  and  which 
has  been  fince  the  caufe  of  difference,  and  frequently  a  con- 
tentious fpirit,  in  the  churches  of  America  as  much  as  Eu- 
rope. Epifcopius  was  the  champion  of  the  doctrines  prop- 
agated by  James  Arminius,  who  was  firft  the  difciple  of 
Beza  and  Calvin,  but  afterwards  changed  his  opinion,  and 
oppofed  the  fentiments  taught  in  their  fchool.  The  opin- 
ions of  Arminius  received  great  fupport  from  the  reputa- 
tion and  learning  of  Epifcopius,  who  emitted  thefes,  and 
engaged  to  defend  them  againft  original  fin^  particular  elec- 
tion^ and  other  points  of  do<trine.  By  his  zeal  and  knowl- 
edge, his  fkill  in  managing  a. controverfy,  many  of  the  firft 
characters  of  Ley  den,  and  the  Dutch  republick,  were 
brought  over  to  the  fame  way  of  thinking,  and  declared  the 
full  conviction  of  their  minds,  that  the  great  light  of  Gene- 
va had  miftaken  the  fenfe  of  the  fcriptures. 

Mr.  Robinfon  ftepped  forward  to  defend  the  doctrines 
of  Calvin,  and  was  fuperior  to  Epifcopius,  according  to 
the  account  given  of  the  difpute  by  the  members  of  his 
church.  Whether  the  admirers  of  Epifcopius  thought  fo, 
we  are  not  convinced,  as  no  other  account  of  the  matter  is 
handed  down  to  us.  Perhaps  the  prejudices  of  opinion 
and  friendihip  might  influence  each  party  to  think  their 

champion 

*  The  MS.  of  Gov.  Bradford  is  loft,  except  the  few  extracts  to  be 
found  in  Prince's  annals. 
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champion  victorious  ;  and  on  each  fide  might  mingle 
fhades  of  error  with  the  light  of  truth.  The  zeal  of 
many  abforbed  all  their  moderation  at  that  time  ;  and  it 
had  the  fame  effect  upon  the  deliberations  of  ftatefmen,  as 
upon  the  fentiments  of  divines,  hTuing  in  tumults,  as  lit- 
tle congenial  to  true  policy,  as  the  fpirit  of  the  gofpel.* 

But  it  is  not  connected  with  my  plan,  to  confider  the 
ftate  of  Europe,  or  the  effect  of  religious  prejudices  upon 
the  inhabitants  of  other  countries,  only  as  thefe  introduced 
events,  which  were  combined  with  the  character  and  con- 
duct of  our  anceltors,  who  were  pious  men,  ftrictly  calvin- 
iftical  in  their  principles,  exemplary  in  their  walk  and  con- 
verfation.  Whenever  they  manifefted  more  zeal  than  can- 
dour, (which  fome  men  in  all  ages  have  done),  it  was  ow- 
ing to  their  attachment  to  peculiar  principles,  and  think- 
ing others  muft  be  inconflftent  and  abfurd,  who  had  a  dif- 
ferent kind  of  belief. 

If  Mr.  Robinfon  was  felected  to  manage  the  difpute,  it 
Ihews  the  confidence  they  had  in  his  abilities.  If  he 
thought  himfelf  equal  to  the  controverfy,  his  enthufiafm 
was  more  prominent  than  his  talents  ;  or,  to  fay  the  leaft, 
it  remains  uncertain  whether  the  vigour  of  his  mind  or 
faint-like  zeal  were  moft  confpicuous.  A  bold  difputant 
may  appear  by  his  manner  to  gain  an  advantage,  when  he 
has  really  weakened  his  argument  by  his  declamation. 
Zeal  is-  the  firft  thing  requifite  for  public  difputants  when 
popular  affemblies  are  to  judge  ;  and  he  who  thinks  him- 
felf in  the  right  fuppofes  others  confuted  who  differ,  what- 
ever opinion  candid  people,  not  interefted  in  the  controver- 
fy, may  fee  fit  to  embrace. 

Had  Mr.  Robinfon  came  over  to  Plymouth,  it  would 
have  been  of  great  advantage  to  the  fettlement.  He  had 
been  convinced  of  fome  of  his  errors,  thofe  obliquities  of 
fentiment  concerning  the  difcipline  and  worfhip  of  the  con- 
gregational churches  ;  and  he  was  a  man  fo  judicious  in 
other  refpecls,  that  he  was  capable  of  giving  them  advice 
and  direction  in  all  their  affairs.  But  it  pleafed  heaven  to 
cut  fhort  his  days  in  the  midft  of  his  ufefulnefs.  We  can 
fee  only  a  fhort  way  into  the  fcherne  of  providence  ;  what 
we  know  not  now,  we  may  know  hereafter.     His  friends 

in 

*  Vid.  Hiftoire  medallioue  des  Hollanders. 
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m  Holland  were  foon  deprived  of  his  inftrucfcions  and  foci- 
ety.  And  his  friends,  who  longed  to  hear  his  voice  in  this 
American  wildernefs,  which  they  were  fubduing  with  great 
labour,  and  in  the  midft  of  dangers,  had  to  f arrow  that  they 
mould  fee  his  face  no  more.  The  news  was  more  grievous 
to  the  members  of  his  church,  becaufe  it  came  in  a  time  of 
their  mourning  for  their  friends  and  relatives,  who  were 
fwept  away  by  a  raging  peftilence.  This  was  a  wound 
which  called  up  all  the  feelings  of  their  hearts. 

Among  the  very  active  and  fenfible  perfons  of  this  Ley- 
den  congregation,  who  came  over  to  Plymouth,  was  Mr, 
Brewfter,  an  elderly,  worthy  man,  to  whom  the  colony 
felt  indebted  for  good  fervices  in  the  firft  period  of  their 
fettlement. 

The  Englifh  hiftorians  fpeak  of  them  all  as  of  the  rigid 
feparation,  and  moil  of  them  had  been,  without  doubt,  vi- 
olent in  their  oppofition  to  the  epifcopal  church,  efpecially 
to  their  forms  and  ceremonies,  and  had  blamed  the  other 
Puritans  for  things  which  only  difcovered  more  prudence, 
and  were  worthy  of  commendation*  Mr.  Brewfter  a£led 
as  elder  of  the  church,  but  no  one  was  looked  upon  as  their 
paftor  ;  and  for  a  long  time  this  firft  church  of  New-Eng- 
land wanted  a  man  to  execute  this  office.  We,  who  make 
no  fuch  diftin&ion  of  offices,  think  it  ft  range  that  there 
mould  have  been  fuch  difference  between  paftor  and  teach- 
ing elders  ;  for  we  fuppofe,  any  man,  who  can  feed  the 
people  with  knowledge,  is  qualified  for  one  office  equally 
with  another.  But  it  appears  from  the  eccleflaftical  hifto- 
ry  of  this  country,  that  a  very  great  diftinclion  was  made 
in  the  early  ftate  of  their  fettlement.  They  efteemed  many 
to  be  excellent  teachers ,  whom  they  would  not  endow  with 
the  paftor -al  care.  It  was  offered  to  Mr.  Brewfter,  but  he 
was  too  modeft  to  accept  it  ;  and  the  church,  not  being 
able  to  procure  fuch  a  teacher  as  would  unite  the  offices* 
were  for  many  years  like  fheep  without  a fhepherd.  They 
had  affiftance,  from  the  magiftrates,  who  were  wife  and  de- 
vout men.  It  was  then  requiiite  to  the  character  of  a  gov- 
ernor to  be  a  man  of  piety,  and  able  to  expound  the  fcrip- 
tures,  which  led  thofe  in  civil  office  to  intereft  themfelves 
in  all  the  concerns  of  the  churches.  We  have  a  particular 
inftance,  in  Winthrop's  journal,  of  the  conduct  of  our  ru- 
lers. 
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lers.     He  tells,  that  "  he  went  to  Plymouth,  attended  the 
church  meeting,  and  prophecied." 

Mr.  Hubbard  fays,  "  that  a  chriftian  church,  to  carry 
on  the  forms  of  worfhip,  muft  have  fuitable  officers  ;  but 
the  church  of  Plymouth  were  a  very  ferious  people,  who 
knew  their  own  principles  ;  not  like  many  of  their  fol- 
lowers in  fome  parts  of  the  country,  properly  termed 
Seekers,  of  whom  it  may  be  faid,  as  our  Lord  fpeaks  of 
the  Samaritans,  They  know  not  what  fpirit  they  were  of. 

It  may  be  proper  to  mention  other  gentlemen,  befide 
Mr.  Brewfter,  who  were  officers  of  this  congregational 
church,  and  who  aflifted  in  every  part  of  woriliip,  except 
the  administration  of  the  ordinances,  which  was  peculiar 
to  the  office  of  Paftor.  Governor  Carver  was  deacon  of 
the  firft  church,  as  well  as  chief  magistrate  of  the  colony. 
He  was  elected  to  this  office  while  they  were  in  Holland, 
at  the  fame  time  with  Mr.  Samuel  Fuller,  "  an  eminent  fur- 
geon,  and  man  of  great  piety."  The  deacons  they  chofe, 
after  they  arrived  here,  were  Mr.  Richard  Mafteribn  and 
Mr.  Thomas  BlofTom,  whofe  praife  is  yet  in  the  church  at 
Plymouth.  They  were  ufeful  men,  famed  for  their  vir- 
tues, diligence,  and  active  fer  vices.* 

There  was  a  diftinclion  made  in  the  firft  church  be- 
tween a  ruling  elder  and  teaching  elder,  befide  the  distinc- 
tion we  have  obferved  between  paftor  and  teacher.  This 
was  owing  to  the  peculiar  defire  of  thefe  good  men  to 
preferve  every  name  mentioned  in  the  evangelical  writings, 
without  considering  that  the  difcipline  of  the  church  is 
difcretionary,  and  muft  be  adapted,  in  fome  meafure,  to  lo- 
cal lituation,  circumftances  of  the  age,  or  that  many  things 
were  very  unneceffary  in  fucceeding  ages,  that  might  be 
very  proper  for  the  primitive  church.  How  far  the 
churches  in  Maflachufetts  fell  in  with  the  fentiment  of  their 
brethren  at  Plymouth,  and  how  far  this  entered  into  the 
platform  of  their  church  agreed  upon  at  Cambridge  ; 
whether  it  was  a  partial  or  univerfal  rule  ;  when  alterations 
were  made,  and  why  the  offi.ee  of  ruling  elder  is  now  laid 
afide,  may  become  fuitable  topics  of  difcuffion  in  the  courfe 
of  this  hiftory. 

Mr.  Brewfter  was  made  ruling  elder  in  the  church  of  Ply- 
mouth, 

*  Cotton^  Relation  of  the  Church  in  Plymouth. 
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mouth,  and  united  this  with  the  bufinefs  of  inftru&ion,  to 
which  he  had  been  confined.  He  continued  thus  to  per- 
form the  feveral  duties  till  his  death,  and  was  fucceeded 
by  Mr.  Thomas  Cumm an,  fon  of  Robert  Cufliman,  one  of 
the  moil  important  and  worthy  characters  among  thofe 
who  formed  the  firfl:  fettlement.* 

In  March,  in  the  year  1624,  Mr.  Lyford  came  over  to 
Plymouth.  When  he  firft  came,  he  difcovered  fuch  fond- 
nefs  in  the  mode  of  his  falutation,  that  he  would  have  kif- 
fed  their  hands  who  extended  them  in  the  common  tokens 
of  friendship  ;  but  this  loving  brother,  and  hollow  faint, 
foon  manifefted  that  the  kifs  of  charity  was  accompanied 
with  the  fmile  of  deceit.  He  is  reprefented,  by  Morton,  as 
a  man  who  u  croucheth  and  humbleth  himfelf ;"  and  as  a 
treacherous  Ifmael,  who  killed  Gedeliah $  according  to  what 
we  read  in  the  prophecy  of  Jeremy.  The  worthies  of  the 
new  fettlement  gave  him  a  very  cordial  reception,  and  fup- 
pofed  he  would  be  a  great  help  to  them  in  their  folitary  con- 
dition. The  governor  treated  him  with  the  like  refpect  as 
he  did  Mr.  Brewfter, 

But  although  this  man  was  admitted  to  the  church,  and 
made  great  profeffions  of  his  goodnefs,  confeffion  of  former 
wickednefs,  and  declarations  of  the  foundnefs  of  his  faith, 
he  fpit  the  venom  of  the  afp  from  his  tongue,  and  difcov- 
ered the  malignity  of  a  demon,  who  was  fent  to  mar  the 
happinefs  of  the  fettlement  and  difturb  the  peace  of  the 
church.  The  air  was  tainted  with  the  flanders  he  wrote 
and  fpread  for  the  fervice  of  men  who  were  enemies  of  the 
plantation  :  for  fuch  men  there  were  in  the  old  country, 
both  of  the  clergy  and  the  ftate,  who  feemed  determined 
to  perfecute  this  little  flock,  that  had  Hed  into  the  wilder- 
nefs,  as  if  the  fandy  deferts  were  too  good  for  them. 

One  letter  in  particular  the  governor  intercepted.  A 
prudent  ufe  was  made  of  it,  till  he  could  expofe  all  the 
fcenes  of  his  villainy.!  In 

*  Mr.  Robert  Culhman  preached  to  thefe  pilgrims,  our  venerable 
fathers,  in  1621.  The  fermon  contains  the  belt,  advice,  and  may  be 
read  by  their  pofterity,  for  ether  reafons  befide  this,  that  it  is  a  curiofi- 
ty  worth  preferving  among  the  ancient  things  of  this  country.  The  text 
is  i  Cor.  x.  21. 

f  It  feems  this  Lyfordi  with  others,  efpecially  Mr.  Oldham,  intend- 
ed to  make  a  feparation  or  divifion  in  the  church  ;  to  alter  the  govern- 
M  M  {Vol.  vii.]  ment> 
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In  defcribing  the  ftate  of  things  appertaining  to  the 
cleflaiHcal  hiftory  of  New-England,  I  am  necciiarily  led  to 
fpcak  of  civil  hiftory,  which  I  would  avoid  as  mueh  as 
poflible  ;  leaving  this  to  thofe  whofe  opportunities  and 
diligence  of  refearch  enable  them  to  give  a  fairer  and 
more  complete  view  of  the  fuhjecl:  :  but  it  is  well  known 
that  our  fathers  blended  religion  with  all  their  concerns  ; 
and  when  civil  transactions  are  neceflarily  mingled  with 
the  account  of  the  church,  mould  one  part  only  be  men- 
tioned, the  relation  would  be  lame,  for  want  of  the  con- 
nexion it  had  with  the  other. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  the  behaviour  of  Lyford  fprung 
from  political  motives.  He  was  calculated  to  ferve  the 
views  of  certain  mercenary  wretches,  who  fent  him  to  A- 
merica  with  lucrative,  and  not  pious  intentions  ;  or  elfe  he 
was  employed  by  thofe,  who,  being  inimical  to  all  dirTent- 
ers  from  the  eftablifhed  church,  and  every  fpecies  of  re- 
publican government,  wifhed  to  deftroy  this  riling  com- 
monwealth. King  James  only  connived  at  the  fettlement. 
He  did  not  tolerate  principles  and  practices  which  oppofed 
ecclefiaflical  dominion  ;  and  efpecially  was  his  ire  excited, 
when  men  defpifed  the  folly,  which  is  fometimes  equal  to 
the  fury  of  defpotifm.  The  fpies  of  Charles's  court  would 
alio  fearch  the  uttevrooft  parts  of  the  earth,  for  the  fake  of 
deftroying  men's  liberty. 

From  long  experience  in  human  artifice  and  deception, 
they  well  knew  that  a  man  mxx&fe&A  to  be  religious  to  carry 
a  point  againil  a  people,  who  lived  in  all  "  good  conference," 

and, 

mem,  and  become  men  of  diitinction,  as  many  turbulent  fpirits  have 
clone,  who  have  foon  fallen  from  the  high  places  where  their  own  giddy 
imaginations  have  placed  them.  Too  many  are  ready  to  do  mifchief, 
when  they  are  active,  and  want  the  difpofition  to  do  good.  It  was  for- 
tunate for  this  country,  that  fuch  fchemes  as  Lyford  and  Oldham  con- 
trived for  the  deftruc~tion  of  New-Plymouth,  were  fo  early  frustrated, 
a'nd  that  they  loft  their  influence  before  they  could  make  the  worft  ufe 
of  it.  They  progreffed,  however,  fo  far  as  to  fet  up  a  different  place  of 
worfhip,  and  made  every  attempt  to  diforganize  the  firft  church.  They 
left  the  communion  without  acquainting  the  officers  and  brethren,  or 
ipeaking  to  the  governor  upon  the  fubjecl,  and  met  by  themfelvcs  every 
Lord'r-day.  Befide  this  open  violation  of  their  duty,  they  were  guilty  of 
other  infults  of  the  authority,  of  wicked  plots  and  practices,  inconfiftent 
with  the  character  of  good  men,  and  members  of  the  commonwealth  ^  and 
wholly  oppofite  to  the  Jpirit,  precepts,  and  inJHtdtions  of  chriftianity. 
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and,  for  the  enjoyment  of  religion5  had  left  their  native 
land. 

Lyford  was  fo  well  inftru&ed,  as  to  act  his  part  admir- 
ably weH :  for  he  joined  this  community  of  chriflians,  and 
was  fo  zealous,  that  they  would  have  chofen  him  for  their 
niinifter.  He  actually  obtained  the  confidence  of  Mofes 
and  Aaron,  to  whom  Gov.  Bradford  and  Mr.  Brewfter 
bore  fome  refemblance,  according  to  the  ftyle  of  our  early 
writers.  One  of  them  fays,  "  that  the  church  was  trou- 
bled with  a  factious  fpirit,  which  arofe  from  a  man  who 
came  over  to  New-England  with  the  beft  of  characters, 
but  with  what  frequently  anfwers  for  the  worft  of  moral 
excellencies,  a  zeal  to  do  more  than  others  ;  and  hence  a 
great  confidence  was  put  in  him  by  the  Governor,  and  by 
the  members  of  the  church.  He  was  of  their  communion 
till  he  fet  up  a  different  place  of  worfhip ;  and  there  he 
adminiftered  the  facraments  till  he  was  brought  to  a  hum- 
ble confefiion  of  all  his  wickednefs,  and  was  put  under 
cenfure.  He  appeared  at  firfl  iincere,  and  acknowledged 
the  lenity  of  the  people  towards  him,  and  then  played  the 
hypocrite  by  writing  againfl  the  country,  and  juftifying 
his  former  writings.  The  time  being  expired  for  his  cen- 
fure to  take  place,  he  gave  no  evidence  of  his  reformation  ; 
but  other  crimes  appearing  againft  him,  he  was  banifhed. 
He  went  to  Nantalket,  then  to  Salem,  and  afterwards  to 
Virginia,  where  he  died." 

The  conduct  of  Oldham  is  iefs  connected  with  the  hit 
tory  of  the  church,  and  needs  not  to  be  pointed  out  fo 
minutely  in  this  work.  Suffice  it  to  fay,  that  he  lived 
fome  time  after  he  left  Plymouth,  and  obtained  credit 
again  with  the  people,  fo  that  they  permitted  him  to  trade 
till  he  was  killed  by  the  Indians.  "This  unhappy  event  has 
been  often  mentioned  ;  and  no  wonder  it  mould  claim 
fuch  particular  notice,  as  it  was  the  origin  of  the  Pequod 
war. 

The  difcipline  of  the  church  was  very  Uriel:.  It  accord- 
ed with  their  ideas,  though  perhaps  their  ideas  were  not 
exactly  fcriptural,  or  fo  near  as  they  imagined  to  the 
foundation  of  the  prophets  and  apoflles.  They  proceeded 
with  much  regularity,  and  the  members  generally  fubmit- 

ted 
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ted  to  the  rules  prefcribed  for  their  conduct  As  thofe 
men  loft  their  reputation,  who  excited  difficulties,  fuch,  on 
the  other  hand,  as  had  a  high  reputation  in  the  church  for 
their  piety  and  chriftian  graces,  were  moft  likely  to  be  dif- 
tinguifhed  with  the  firft.  honours  in  their  civil  foriety. 
Offenders  could  not  efcape  ecclefiaftical  cenfure  ;  but  were 
obliged  to  fubmit,  and  to  ftudy  a  greater  decorum  of  be- 
haviour ;  and  thus  the  dignity  of  the  chriftkn  profeffion 
was  preferved  ;  a  church  began  to  bloffom  in  the  wilder- 
nefs,  and  to  make  thefe  folitary  places  rejoice  with  the  con- 
foling  beams  of  evangelical  truth,  which  had  been  hidden 
in  pagan  darknefs. 

The  fathers  of  New-Plymouth  were  without  a  paftor  to 
rule  and  admin ifter  the  ordinances  till  the  year  1629,  when 
they  were  increafed  by  numbers,  who  had  belonged  to  Mr. 
Lathrop's  church  in  England,  and  alfo  by  as  many  as  thir- 
ty-five families  of  thofe  who  were  affociated  with  them  in 
Ley  den  ;  to  whofe  afllftance  they  cheerfully  contributed, 
looking  unto  another  world  for  the  reward.  They  cer- 
tainly could  never  expect  a  return  of  what  they  expended, 
which  was  equal  to  £.5000  fterling ;  a  great  fum  to  be 
taken  from  thefe  manfions  of  poverty  ;  but  "  where  the 
fpirit  of  religion  influences  people,  they  are  rich  in  the 
fruits  of  benevolence.1' 

Mr.  Ralph  Smith  then  came  over  to  Maflachufctts  ;  and 
at  the  defire  of  the  church  in  Plymouth,  connected  him- 
felf  in  the  paftoral  relation,  for  which  he  was  not  quali- 
fied. It  is  faid  that  he  wanted  candour,  prudence,  knowl- 
edge, and  experience,  and  refembled  his  predeceffors  in 
nothing,  except  that  he  was  of  the  ftricleft  feci:  of  the  Pu- 
ritans. Such  a  man  was  no  way  fit  to  come  after  Mr. 
Robinfon,  who  was  exemplary  and  learned  ;  fb  judicious 
as  to  advife  his  people  to  avoid  his  errors,  and  be  guided 
by  the  wifdom  which  is  without  partiality,  which  is  pure 
and  peaceable  ;  gentle,  and  eafy  to  be  intreated,  proceed- 
ing from  the  Father  of  lights.  But  Mr.  Smith  was  zeal- 
ous and  imprudent  :  his  zeal  was  that  ebullition  of  tem- 
per, which  has  done  much  mifchief  in  fociety,  as  well  as 
created  confufions  in  the  church  ;  which  leads  to  follies 
and  extravagance,  and  flirs  up  all  manner  of  party  fpirit. 

Nc 
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Mo  one,*  therefore,  could  be  more  unfit  to  fettle  with  a 
people  fo  well  inftru&ed  in  righteoumefs,  acquainted  with 
the  principles  of  chriftianity,  and  ufed  to  fuch  order  in  the 
church.  Mr.  Smith  foon  laid  down  his  office,  and  this  re- 
flexion was  made  :  "  That  many  times  the  total  vacancy 
of  an  office  is  eafier  to  be  borne,  than  the  under-perform- 
ance  of  it." f 

Mr.  Cotton,  who  wrote  a  particular  relation  of  the  firft 
church  in  Plymouth  to  the  year  1760,  being  in  pofleffion 
of  the  records  and  other  authentic  documents,  fpeaks  of 
Mr.  R.  Smith,  \  "as  a  man  who  was  choien  the  pallor 
after  fome  time  of  trial  ;  a  grave  man,  who  continued  in 
the  miniftry  four  or  five  years.  But  finding  him  a  man 
of  low  parts  and  gifts,  they,  as  Providence  gave  opportu- 
nity, improved  others  as  his  affiftants  ;  particularly  Roger 
Williams,  a  young  man  of  bright  accomplishments,  but 
unftable  judgment,  who  preached  among  them  four  years* 
But  at  laft,  beginning  to  vent  fome  errors,  which  were  dif- 
agreeable  to  the  church,  they,  at  his  defire,  gave  him  a 
difmiffion  to  the  church  of  Salem ;  where,  being  called  to 
office,  he  openly  propagated  his  principles,  and  did  much 
mifchief,  as  the  ecclefiaftical  hiftorians  of  this  country  give 
an  account.  The  next  year,  Mr.  Smith  refigned  his  min- 
iftry, partly  of  his  own  accord,  as  thinking  it  too  heavy  a 
burden  ;  and  by  the  perfuafion  of  others,  who  apprehend- 
ed him  not  fufficiently  qualified  for  the  work." 

During  the  time  of  Mr.  Smith's  miniftry,  they  employ- 
ed Mr.  Edward  Winflow,  who  was  fent  agent  to  England, 
to  procure  them  a  minifter,  as  colleague  with  Mr.  Smith. 
He  accordingly  agreed  with  Mr.  Glover,  an  able  difpenfer 
of  the  word  of  God,  to  come  over  with  them  ;  but  he 
ended  his  life  in  London,  foon  after  his  engagement.  Af- 
terwards, Mr.  Winflow  providentially  meeting  with  that 
worthy  man,  Mr.  John  Norton,  then  intending  for  New- 
England,  he  treated  with  him  about  fupplying  Plymouth, 
and  coming  over  with  Mr.  Winflow  ;    he  landed  there, 

and 

*  Except  Mr.  Rogers,  who  came  over  in  1628,  without  any  particu- 
lar invitation  ;  who,  being  fubject  to  fits  of  infanity,  created  only  the 
expenfe  of  fending  him  back* 
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and  preached  with  them  one  winter,  but  declined  fettling, 
though  earneftly  prefled  to  it. 

Thus  was  this  poor  church,  as  Mr.  Cotton  obferves,  dif- 
appointed  from  time  to  time  in  their  attempts  to  iettle  the 
gofpel  among  them,  fo  as  to  enjoy  the  ordinances  with  the 
word  of  life.  His  idea  of  the  order  of  the  churches  is, 
that  none  but  an  ordained  paftor  can  adminifter  the  ordi- 
nances. But  why  mould  a  man  be  thought  worthy  to 
pray,  to  teach,  to  prophecy,  or  explain  the  fcriptures,  and 
yet  not  be  qualified  to  baptize  ?  Mr.  Cotton  was  very  much 
attached  to  the  forms  of  Geneva  and  Cambridge  ;  and  we 
may  make  the  fame  obfervation  upon  moft  of  thofe  worthy 
divines,  who  organized  the  religious  focieties  of  New-Eng- 
land. 

When  we  reflect,  upon  the  fiifferings  of  thefe  early  fettlers, 
we  cannot  help  admiring  their  fortitude  and  perfeverance  ! 
They  fuffered  more  in  their  own  country  than  others  who 
came  over  to  America.  They  had  more  difficulties  to  en- 
counter than  the  people  of  Maffachufetts,  who  landed 
and  formed  their  fettlement.  They  had  lefs  afliftance  from 
the  property  and  wealth  of  others,  had  fewTer  friends  a- 
broad,  and  more  enemies  at  home.  They  had  enemies 
among  themfelves,  who  wounded  their  fpirits  ;  and 
they  well  knew  that  deep  and  malicious  fchemes  were  laid 
in  England  to  difturb  their  peace,  and  fet  afide  the  princi- 
ples of  their  eftablilhment. 

Lyford  would  have  accompliihed  more  than  he  did,  had 
thofe  men,  whom  he  and  others  wimed  to  injure,  been  the 
dupes  of  his  fubtlety,  and  mean,  hypocritical  grimace. 
But  he  had  to  deal  with  perfons  not  fuperficial  in  their  in- 
quiries, nor  feeble  in  fpirit.  They  were  ready  to  receive 
to  their  friendship,  and  to  their  bofom,  all  who  refembled 
the  dove,  but  were  on  their  guard  againft  the  vulture,  which 
darts  upon  its  prey.  When  their  fellow-men,  (more  cruel 
than  birds  or  beafts  of  prey,)  whofe  teeth  were  fpears  and 
arrows,  and  their  tongues  as  fharp  fwords,  calumniated 
their  reputation,  they  trufted  in  One,  who  was  the  fhield 
of  their  excellency,  the  health  of  their  countenance,  and 
their  God. 

May  we  not  repeat  the  fentiment,  that  they  fupported 

their 
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their  character  and  good  name  ;  the  peace  and  order  of  the 
churches  ;  the  laws  and  ordinances  of  their  little  commu- 
nity, when  they  had  none  to  guide  them  in  the  paftoral  of- 
fice. As  the  difficulties  increafed,  they  encouraged  one 
another,  and  were  fenfible  of  their  mutual  intereft  ;  an  ex- 
ample to  chriftians  of  all  denominations,  who  may  fee  fo 
many  virtues  to  imitate,  and  fuch  pure  characters  for  faith 
and  patience  as  are  feldom  to  be  met  with  in  the  pages  of 
ecclefiaftical  hiftory. 

Mr.  Hubbard  makes  thefe  ferious  reflections,  not  unwor- 
thy of  our  attention,  and  which-  will  pleafe  readers  of  a  re- 
ligious turn  of  mind  :#  "  In  all  their  changes,  the  over-rul- 
ing hand  of  providence  was  to  be  acknowledged,  that  at 
the  laft  found  out  a  refting  place  for  them,  by  fending  the 
angel  of  his  prefence  to  go  before  them,  and  fafely  conduct 
them  through  fo  many  dangers,  and  fo  many  deaths. 

m  Our  blefled  Lord,  foretelling  the  deftruction  of  Jer-ufa- 
Jem,  would  have  his  hearers  pray  that  their  flight  be  not  in 
the  winter  ;  but  fuch  was  the  difpenfation  of  the  Almighty 
to  this  poor,  defpifed  company,  that 4  having  hardly  efcaped 
the  violence  of  many  furious  ftorms  at  fea,  they  were  no 
fooner  fet  on  more,  than  they  were  called  immediately  to 
encounter  with  hard  and  rough  weather  in  the  defert,  and 
barren  land,  on  the  verge  of  winter.  The  fun  had,  in  £ 
great  meafurc,  withdrawn  his  delightful  beams  giving  them 
a  Ihort  vifit,  after  tedious,  long,  and  doleful  nights,  many 
times  brought  in  with  boifterous  ftorms  of  fnow  or  rain* 
The  earth  alfo  was  difmantled  of  all  its  comely  and  pleafant 
ornaments,  by  the  early  approach  of  hard  and  iharp  frofts5 
prefenting  them  with  no  other  afpects  than  the  rutiiful  and 
weather-beaten  face  of  winter.  The  barbarians,  the  apof- 
tle  Paul  met  with  after  his  fhipwreck,  fhewed  them  no 
fmall  kindnefs,  kindling  them  a  fire,  and  fufFering  them  to 
gather  bundles  of  fticks  for  that  end  ;  whereas  thefe  bar- 
barous tribes  were  at  the  iirft  unwilling  to  fpare  them  any 
bundle  or  ftick,  but  fuch  as  were  turned  into  arrows,  and 
improved  to  wound  their  new-come  guefts,  which,  after  a 
paflage  over  the  vaft  and  wide  ocean,  were  entertained,  at 
the  firft  fight,  only  with  the  fight  of  withered  grafs  on  the 
furface  of  the  cold  earth,  and  the  grim  looks  of  the  favage 
enemy.  Surely  fuch  pilgrims  and  ftrangers  had  need  of 
*  Hubbard's  MSS,    '  feme 
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fome  other  more  inward  fupport  and  comfort,  than  this 
world  can  give.  They  had  need  of  a  good  confcience 
within,  to  adminifter  matter  for  a  continual  fcait,  as  they 
were  of  all  other  fupplies  to  fuftain  their  hearts.  It  would 
have  tried  the  faith  of  Abraham,  when  fent  from  Ur  of  the 
Chaldeans,  if  he  had  been  directed  to  the  Arabian  wilder- 
nefs,  and  not  into  the  land  flowing  with  milk  and  honey. 
But  they  that  had  the  fame  faith  that  Abraham  had,  were, 
when  put  upon  trial,  not  unwilling  to  follow  the  conduct 
of  divine  providence,  into  a  land  not  iown,  not  knowing 
indeed,  it  may  be  faid,  whither  he  went,  yet  hoping  that 
God,  who,  by  his  fpecial  guidance,  had  brought  them  into 
a  wildernefs,  would  not  be  a  wildernefs  to  them  therein,  as 
fince  they  have  found." 

In  the  year  1730,  Mr.  Prince  preached  the  Election  Ser- 
mon. From  this  fermon,  and  other  writings  of  this  cele- 
brated divine,  we  may  gather  much  information,  and 
learn  leffons  of  piety.  His  labours  have  faved  the  hiftori- 
ans  of  this  country  many  particular  refearches.  He  was 
better  able  to  colled:  materials,  and  had  more  induflry 
than  moft  men. 

In  addition  to  the  manufcripts  of  Dr.  I.  Mather,  Cotton 
Mather,  and  Mr.  Hubbard,  he  procured  the  diaries  and  ob- 
fervations  of  private  gentlemen.  He  was  able,  with  fuch 
afiiftance,  to  gather  every  minute  circumftance,  and  a 
library  of  ancient  books,  extremely  valuable,  which  he  ar- 
ranged in  a  proper  manner,  and  put  into  the  Old  South 
Church.  Some  relicks  of  them  are  to  be  feen  at  this  day, 
but  great  depredations  have  been  made  by  the  teeth  of 
time  ;  and  alfo  by  the  hand  of  violence,  when  the  Britifh 
troops  had  poffeffion  of  the  temple.  Many  manufcripts, 
likewife,  have  been  kept  by  thofe  who  meant  to  borrow. 

Every  thing  may  perifh  for  want  of  care— an  obferva- 
tion  the  antiquary  frequently  makes,  who  bewails,  that 
valuable  records,  which  would  have  been  ufeful  to  others, 
and  increafed  the  pleafures  of  his  own  mind,  mould  be  the 
food  of  infects,  or  perifh  in  the  fame  neglected  corner 
with  the  moth  and  the  worm. 
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